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Tfee tSSy. J,-'arrived at Fort 
• Benning. to', begin juinD train-
•ingj^r rScseJvfî  a wire ffoihTpsy 

; hr&ffier In Tlie Dfiflfes, tyregoab., 
•ttatink tfeat- Wy mother tvas 
Very 111. 
. (34 my vesy We~st..I Called u p 
froni Chicago,\.qnIy -to lear* 
t h a t : she ljad died 4hat_.4ay,-
Her body Was brought back'to 
LuvenKs, Mnnestjta, the. place 
of hei* birth and childhood; trie.. 
place ihejjways called "home," 
the place she loved above" a l l 

. others, Sty mother Had 'always 
worked hard, very hard.. As dad 
was' the manager of a small-
tqwji hotel, mother took, caare 

^JSA the *m&, end of t h e hftstriesss 
and- fo>r *a*ars. did^the- cooking, 
Her life *as filled with many 
worries and heartaches; but sbe 
always lcespt her keen sense of 
feumor and Irish Wit.. 

The help ahd~guests oi tbe 
. hotel loved' her, ,for her. kind 

and affahl* 'nature' made tb« 
place, » Howe • rather than -a. 
lodging housa '"With, scarcely a 
wrinkle i n hej faqe or a grey 
hair in,- her head, she looked 
l i k e * youngs girl as she lay in 
her coffin. 

She had often dwelt on the 
thought that jt /would ono day 
say. her Funeral Mass, and sbe 
had spoken of it in a manner of 
real anticipation and delight. I 
''Suppose oiuXihe-mother of a 
priest can understanfi that, 

After the Xuneral, I prepared 
to return to the Fort Bonnirag 
Jump school, and I discovered 
that the prospect of jumping 
•from a' plane did not seean 

' nearly a s hazardous as *tt had 
before my mother's death, _- - . 

I realized then that the great 
•jnental hazard -in parachujfl 

jumping was more than subcocn-
aclous concern for one's 'family 
and dependents,than for one's 
own safety; not,' of course, that 
the latter was ever absent, Thus 

1 fact, has been demonstrated 
over 'and over agate, and \ 
think it could be authenticated 
by" almost every parachutist. 1 

' a m sure'the wives and mothers 
of paratroopers suffered tfae 
fearful anticipation of- the neat 
Jump.more keenly than did t i ie 
Snippers. ' * , " , * ' * ' 

Ai a matter "of tact, after 
several successful jumps tint 
paratrooper gain* a certain St-
sree of confidence that Is mot 
shared bjr those who rnust ym$ 
a t the phone for the familiar 

' *elM, "Made it QIC, darlua*. 
The landing was perfect"; * r 
for the dreaded professional 

- voice, This , is theFortBcnnlBj 
Station 'Hospital, Your hoi* 

_r hand . 
I vowed "when I was going 

through the agony .of jump 
school-ihati would sever .say 
anything good- about & " 'v3ii 

even tougher than i t was re­
puted to be. 

In all fairness, however, it 
must be admitted that tlie die-
sired results were actually Ob­
tained, and the qualities of 

"physical iluiess, determinatiom, 
and aggressiveness nursed at'. 
Banning hore f ru i t l a Nbtmam-
dy, In Holland, then a t Bastog-
ne, and much later, In another 
war, In Korea* 

I shall try to be as objective 
about the.alrborne jump school 
as the memory or mj^ sweating 
body, hrulsedJ skin and. Bones, 
aching muscles, abused dignity,., 
and deflated ego will permit If 
SL note of acidity is detectable 
in" my description of the jump, 
school,, I would ask. the readier 
Jdndly. to remember that it is 
entirely premeditated ,aiid.. jrfi-

' tentiqnal. ~~\ -
When I reported in at Gai-

school, the adjutant told tm 
thkt the two previous chaplains 
to enroll ^ere nowjtn Uie has-

- piUlronewith-a-hrokeh-ieg5-ffic-
other with an. injured back. My 
expression must have been b#th 
comic and tragic, tor he looked 

af; Jfte arid lau^jed, then said 
encouragingly*' **But three or 
four chaplains have already 
gone through. I3he school suc­
cessfully!'* • 

I ,mad0 a.noise in m ^ throat 
that Was ineanf-to be a chuckle 
axid,said ijith &n assurance I 

" Was far -from feeling, "T-guess 
if they can make it, I c^n." 

The school.was divided into 
four weeEs of intensive train­
i n g called Stages A, B, G,-..and 
D , With severity-seven other of­
ficers I reported Way jfirst to 
t h e chief instructor of .A Stage. 
The training Was conducted by 

Nsergean|s who "gloried in the 
fulfillment of a n enlisted man's 
dream .•• - . to b e in a position 
o f authority over commissioned 
.officers. - . *. 

Host o f the sergeants wore 
former professional athletes or 
aerobes,; The word andl order 
o f a training sergeant' was as 

' absolute a s any order of a COP>-
nian.dlngj.-officer to his subord-

, inatesi, Qn'e lientcnant colonel 
who spolfce sharply to.~s train­
ing , sergeant aaitt* xeftised to . 

• obey the sergeant's orders was 
made to apologize in t b e preŝ  
enc? of the eaatirc class as­
sembled and was then dismiss­
e d from the school. 

They meant business here; 
they played no favorites, Mid 
any man who failed t o fuUiil 
t h e rugged recjniremerits v;as 
washedJ out Colonels were 

. dropped as readily as second 
looeys; doptors .and tibapJains 
were j i ven the b09t a s ' ruth­
lessly as line ^officers* Those 
who .failed thereafter spoke of 

• t h e schools in. terms of bitter­
ness ancf .hatred; even those . 
who eventually, made t h e grade 
would always recall t n e four 
eternal weeks with more? repug­
nance and,revulsion than pride. 

Calisthenics and loos runs 
...constituted A Stage. I thought 

tha t I w a s in fairly good phy-
-si«al-condStlon^sshcn I arrived? 

a t Benning, but the first morn-
ing-of-«alisthendcS—moire than 
three lumrs of it—convinced 
m e thai t was as flabby and 
soft as any sergeant-major in 
t h e Quartermaster Corps.' 

,, -Mi ibafshed tly; morBdtagWlth 
a forty-minute run asder a 
hrollln'g Georgia sun, leaving 
almost a fourtii of tiae class 
stre(ldhe3 out at^lntehaas along 
t h e road- Some had «juit in 

" aage'r; others r a h until ph.ysi-
cally incapable * f goingf farther; 
same were out «oId. T b e "meat 
wagon*- <ambalance, to the 
civilian) picked them tqp. _ 

Those who finished ithe run 
arrived a t 'the tjarracfcs at the 
stroke o f twelve and, dxehched. 
in: sweat, compietel&JixaBausted, 
tjr?d, a n d worn out even be­
yond t h e ability to curse the 
school, flopped «n their* bunks, 
unable t o make the effort to go 
aeToss'tJie road for dinner. 
Koed' wzasn't interestang. A' 
shower r«quiredf .chcrgr to take 
off fatigues. W e only" wanjed 
rest, rest, r-e-s-t- ^ 

M6stv St.-us doied in our 
sweaty -and sihelly . fatigues 
until -they blew that. Infernal 

-whistle again act bno p j r f ' 

Tha mock-up tower waa a 
-tSHrty-foot -platform with a long,, 
cable extending on an incline 
to a big sofr pile of sawdust. 
After the hook-up to the cable, 
the vigeant would give the 
signal to jump. The exit, the 
drop, and the jerk from the 
cable closely simulated an ac­
tual jump. ' ' 

The ride to the aawdust pile 
was fun a t first, but each suc­
ceeding jump from this tower 
seemed much farther from the-
ground W e had more men quit 
the school during this phase 
than we didHater on during 
the actuaV"TuTnp~ f ronf an, air­
plane In flight. 

The sergeant failed to hook 
up one man properly far his 
jump from the tower, and the 
roan fell all the -way t o the 
ground Fortunately he only 
sustained a fractiwcd foot, but 
our confidence in the sergeant 
in charge *as_ considerably 
shaken „ 

The "trainaslum" was v an­
other of t h e elaborate props •—_ 
a forlj-foot-high maze of bars, 
catwalks, ladders, and so forth.; 
There was -only rone other in 
the woild J ike j f and that WJIS 
at the parachute school in Ger­
many. We hoped the Germans 
had «s many accidents on 

' theirs as wre had oh ours. 

The afternoons of B Stage 
were spent • in the .packing 
sheds where we learned to 

-pack «ur own chutes, This was 
supposed" t o give us confidence 
in the'chutes, but most ,of us 
would have preferred to 'leave 
•the job t<* a professional pack­
er. Our first five jumps woiild 
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We had the same schedule in, 
the afternoon as in the morn­
ing, except that there was a 
little jude thrown in, plus sev-. 
eral tries at the ohstacle 

.course, . 

We always finished up with 
• the inevitable run.-1 did rather 
badly, .with' the" calisthenics. I 
never could seem to get the 
hjin& of climbing the rope, and 
the Indian-club exercises left 

-.my a rms limp and lifeless long 
before the sergeant s a i d , 
"Enough.". 

"I finally learned to do fifty 
push-ups, bnt 1 was almost the 
last inan in the-dass to- do % 
1 could. recommend to the 
Wppls t monies the duck-wad-

*dle and .squat jumps as a pen­
ance more agonizing than any 
hair-shirt, The only thins that 
kept me from being washed out 
of-Au-Stage~was the fact "that I 
never dropped out of a run. 

Only the toughest of the stu-' 
dents would sacrifice,precious 
hours of sleep for a movie at 
night. In the evening after sup­
per, saying the Breviary in the 
quiet of the chapel was restful; 
but I d> hope there is some 
truth to the old legend about 
tlie angels .finishing the rosary 
for those who fall asleep from 
fatigue while saying i t -
." Mass at six ajh. would begin 
another day just like the last . 

The crowded barracks ' of 
seventy-eight officers had- slip­
ped to a cbtafortable thirty.^ 
eight by the end of the first 
WeeK. Many of them had quit 
the first couple of days, but not 
before telling the sergeant* 

and everyone connected sdth-
the school Tthat they thought 
of it—and -an ~<erms not per­
mitted in these pages. 

B Stage, the second week of 
training, was much more inter­
esting:. . During; this stage we. 
employed the many Ingenious 
gadgets designed to simulate 
parachute Jumping.' . 
" '• • s 

The first .prop was the fuse-. 
lage o f a-plane from which the 
wings had been removed. They 
seated twenty-two of u s in i t at 
a* time, and %te were shown 
how to stand up properly in a 
plane, how to hook, up the strap 
that -pistils the top off the para* 
chute pack* .how to check tlie 
equipment of She man i n front 
•<ot us* how to .respond to the 
orders of tbe jrump master, and 
how t o make a proper exit 
from the jalaae. "We began to 
Xet cocky! jumping was going 
to be .simple. 

Then * ihey toolc u s to • the 
landtagr-walner- This i s a fiend-

" ish deyice by which the student 
i s hooked u p in a jumper's 
harness .attached to a roller 
that'slidej Uown a long incline. 

. At an? moment he chooses, 
arid always irhert yon least ex­
pect If, the sergeant pulls a 
fever that • draps j o a to the 
sround •whBe y»u are traveling 
about twenty miles ah. hour. 
The Idea Is to bang on to your 
risers, duck your head between 
yonr knees a s s o o n as you 
touch the ground* *&d go roll­
ing along like a ball. 

Failure to 'duck quickly 
enough means that you go slid­
ing along the cinders on your 

face. If you displeased the 
sergeant by your performance,, 
ho generally made' you double-
time around the training area 
several times, holding. _your 
risers aloft and telling every­
one what you did wrong, I was' 
gjven eight .laps and • had 
to shout to evsr> man I passed* 
"Tin' a bad chaplain, 1 dropped, 
my risers!*' 

At no time during jump 
school^ were -we permitted t o 
walk; always. doiihlc-tinjc. Nor 
were we allowed to lean 
against anything or have bur 
Tiands in our pockets. For vio­
lations of these rales push-ups 
We're the punishment- „ 

One. moihing while a ser­
geant was giving a demonstra­
tion, l4appened to yawn. "Air 
right, Chaplahv give tne fifty 
push-ups," I got through forty-

' two and couldn't budge another 
muscle to save my life. X con­
tinued to l i e on the ground 
exhausted, supremely- indiffer­
ent to the jibes of the sergeant 
and the laugJ&ter of the other 
officers. 

ourselves. 
This really worried me, fgr 

I had n o confidence in the. 
bulging,-lopsided, twisted thing 
that had taken me an hour and 
a half to pack, The i sergeant-
told us; however, that you 
could Jump a chute-thrown irt 
a barracks bag and "It" would 
open. The occasional "stream­
ers" In t h e preceding classes 
.didn't-seem to' warrtnt such 
confidence.* • -. ' • *% 
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-jBy iSfirter- •Mftlr^rist; ji**i$i*V rJfiflH!reih ;C6lfeg» 

For a lifetirne, from, the days 
of. his Acrpsy"* WoTldr ha hai; 
%?6ri_foHo\vinjc th* 'Cortiiries ef 
that tjathoitcr wortd to the .sotjithl 
of us, In Which just one* single 
country (Brazil) 1* bigger than 
Europev bigger than. the ,U3,^,{ : 

in which a total of 29 countries 
haye a. Catholic population hum-; 
*ering 35T6^ milUori everytope-ofV 
them-ireiportattt persons* < 

0iily T per cent of the; world'A-
prlfests are there, however, t h l t e 
a w s o m e 35,000 priests —, the«f 
wasTrl-averag*; of but 3 priests 
in Ecuador for 300,060. persons-^ 
aiid there are "only 90,000 Sisters; 
The U.S;A,-has prqportioaaUy ten 
tirnes tot nlany— 

Tiier* are more than (S milllorj-
Protestants now. Not, so very 
long jjgo there Were 6QO,000» 

Latin America receives only 3 
per cent-of o u r Foreign Aid. . 

.,.,..... I t - f e - t h i s Catholic world, 
be made with chutes we packed— _EfiQr.in rcliirjians personnel, h>\v 

In furidsj t h a t f a the r Const 
dine explqrea, country by coun­
try —• discovering; m high de-, 

.Kreeand qualify of Catholic ac-
tivfty. 

At)d oh, the>: stories! He has. 
entree everywhere! visits the rich 
poor-in-splrit. and the poor rich-
in-love-ahdihope; the priests;' the 
Protestant ministers ' tooj the 
Mayan "Catholic pagans who havej 
kept t h e faith without ariy help 
and have kept their anelehif In­
dian beliefs right along frith if 
(gods, venerated a? saints1-}, and 
the rnfJllons of descendants, of 
enslaved Africans who havte done 
the same thing:, 

He visits Sfstfers In aritl-clert 
cal-Modco who work Jh lay dress 
and a re beloved by the deeply 
Catholic Indians. 

Butnp ori- ftranflig&n's Head, for 
one?,,. . ; , . " ' . 
• 'T$$ eya'jhas ;cstig.W and held 
tjie peculiar blend of beauty and 
sophJ,s,t(eattiphi ih<» fturious- Juxta^ 
pjbsltiott Of goadhesfr and «rhns 
that in oyr time have marked 
life along the lovely California 
coast, " 

These three stories (Three Who 
^ehtutsd}, of J>ennl,<i • the-priest. 
who fits Bowhere'yet serves God 
as ai saini) of Mann Timothy, 
*.father; who broughf-up his fam­
ily on lovejand was also a pro­
fessional detective who always 
got h i s 'man by ^araete*-analy-
sis,- and lastly of young John 
>lartin who committed murder 
before h e |ijund out how to live 
— are ahsorbihg feading, with 
the ring o l ti'uth atoout them, 

' * — . , . , • o - • — • 
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Red Rituals Ape 
Church Services 
. Berlip-^(NC)—f&tt Germany's 
Red authorities have .-published 
an order cajlihg for the start of 
communist birth, marriage and 
funeral ceremonies. 

The new functions* instead of 
church baptism and marriage 
ceremonies, are to be based- on 
"socialistic humanism Which is 
atheistic and acknowledges no. su­
pernatural being but manlffhd 
struggling for peace, democracy 
and socialism;" 

T̂ he ceremonies include the ob­
ligation for parents and couples 
to sign promises to be good so­
cialists and give 'their .children a 
socialistic education.- , 
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, Vaneonver—(NQ)—The Catho­
lic TBishops! of British Columbia 
have balled for state'Aid to Cath­
olic schools. SV 

Th Bishops cited the "heavy 
financial burden's borne by Cath­
olic schools In a brief submitted 
to a comaailsslon appointed by 
the British Columbia provincial 
government to study education In| 
the province. . f , 

' He. reports front inside l a t i n 
America, Jtrtim . inside its real 
•Iwart* 

Myles Connolly has lived and] 
written out his insights in thej 
Hollywood world, lessen)ngr thej 
number of harmful scenarios by | 

, producing good ones, spinning out I 
(Mr* Bine IrVseveral forms,• tThej 

t«»tnlKr«. rilf* iWiit IMI 9*r >kw<. 
Qualtrf Ditlj1 IKJE^cal. N«vtn>Hr* 
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"You bay Jfbr these ,chedfo only ef yoit use 
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your checks ;-^-you don**Ubse ariortey'af .yOa 
spoil a' check;-^you don't lose money af yon; 
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plv deduct 10c from yonr tciconnt ^vhen you-
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