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Is "Going-Steady" Among Teens I 
A Serious Sin As Some Claim? 

» . 

By FATHER JOHN L. THOMAS, S.J. 

Assistant Professsor'of Soclology-
A t St. Louis University 

' V J I 
1 r 

* 11 

i ; 

<••* 

i <• 

TlP 

I- -Inf-j 
\ .« 

n 
i * 

' ! -i— 

> I 

I * 

1**̂  

I have heard quite * bit 
about teenagers "going steady" 
and I've heard the pros and 
cons of It, butTFm .not quite 
sure whether it is a serious 
sin. I know "that some priests 
have threatened students with 
expulsion from school if they 
are found to be going: steady 
antd yet I have heard some Cath­
olics say that they have been 

- told i t Is not * serious sin and 
others have sslu_It_is serious. 
I hope you can set me straight 
In this matter. 

You're very mature tor your 
age, BUly, though I can under­
stand why this question of 
steady dating among teen-agers 
should puzzle you. It has trou­
bled older heads than yours, 
and 'Will probably continue to 
no so tol? soine tirne. 

Why fe it so difficult to deal 
With*'-"" " ,"T . . ' 

JVelj, to theflrst olsee, Stilly, 
"going steady" means many 
different thing*. That's one of 
.the reason* ^vby. some priests 
are; quoted ** riving different 
answers — they have jeally 
been asked different questions. 

We-fcave to know how they 
define "gofang-steady" before 
we can logically compare their 
ansywsrsi 

j a s rS LOOK aT some of the 
meanings the term may Include; 

It may represent what for­
merly was called courUtoto, A 
young man and womaS/ijt 
marriageable age discover that' 
they like each other Very xnuch 
and atajt .going' togethep ex­
clusively, They may go out 
with other couplet, exchange 
dances with them, and so 
•forth, but they are pjiMtaJyTP' 
recognized, as "steadies,'* so ' 
that to date somebody else 
would'probably mark the end. 
of the affair. . v • • 

Tho term may also mean life 
tie rjore than that a boy and 
gb& can* wafely rely on each 
other for dates. This Is a eon-
t a n lent , efmt anexpressec', 
acreemeat that they will go, 
j**oe* iocether. I t is a mora 
f<r less typtcal pittfra during" 
the school year and tenCi to 
be av temporary/, though a few 
eases centbran oa Into nataia 
eottxtsiup. . ' , 

5 .' ^W^E^OV^Jsiii. 

the danger of such In. another, • 
Second, it follows that one is 
not permitted to create a situ­
ation (enter art occasion) in 
Which experience shotfs that 
sin is likely to result. 

. Applying these principles to 
the third definition of %oing 
steady, it 4s clear that young 
•boys and glrlsfewho .agree to 
such exclusive, intimate associ-, 
atlon are placing themselves in 
a altuatlon which, is likely* by 
the very nature of their imma­
turity, excluslveness, and inti­
macy, to lead to sexual arousal 
and cortseguent sin. 

This does' not mean that all 
such associations lead to sin; 
it Is 'sufficient that the*sltua« 
tion is designed to do so, and 
does have this result In many 
cases. I t is wrong deliberately 
to enter a situation or^an oco^ 
•Ion In, which ata is thus ifiw^ 
to result*-

itothexmore, Billy, eifen If 
this type of go&ag itexdEy dW ~ 
not involve (he (danger of sin, 
there are scttou* reasons tyhy 
it should be nvpldted. 

isoys and girls owejtfo them­
selves to strive Sot social ma­
turity^ tha t Js, t«Jearn Jhot tp 
associate -with otiherfandt tjfbe­
come acquainted \WtiK^iiferent 
types of character and person­
ality. If they make a reason- . 
able effort; to «3o ihfis while" 
they are growing up, they will 
be prepared for the very Im­
portant tasK of picking their* 
marriage partner with some in­
telligence wlien the time comes. 

Some people fall Into this rttfc 
at going steady because they' 
are afraid to mix With others. 
Remember, you. arc at. social 
oelhg, i f as a young persoa 
you-don*t'learnt to enjoy thie 
association of other., vsrUenwiir 
you learn? 

Books for Euchaiistic Year rjacling are, available in "Catho­
lic Evidence l ib ra ry in eolumbus Btmdingr, Chestnut 'St.^ 
Rochester^ as poster held, by Esther Joseph Reinhart an­

nounces. Marita P . Warner, in photo a £ lights librarian, 
helps Walter J.Kestorfind the right bqo*, l ibrary 13 open 
weekdays 4 to C a n d 7 t o 9 pirn., not Saturdays-

Six JJiMelfigs tjeq^e^te^astery 
Baxdstowis, Ky. — (NCI —The. 

Trapplst AJbbey of Gethsemani 
near.here, acted as^a middleman, 
to alleviate two woes of. a- iten-
tucky.'iojrm "boy whose six-Valued 
pigs were Jdlled by a train. 

* • " -. .-
' Connie Cunningham, a* ' 4-H 
member wtsose lather is, a ten­
ant Sarmer Hear Alton in Ander-
^ortrCourityvKy., bad been given 
a i*aroc gilt, A month after the 
gilt had paroducecl 10 pigs, six 
of *hem wandered onto tracks 
of the Southern Railroad System 
and- were Kdlled. -" 

t 

K. ^ 
• ' ^ 

Sha ttrmr may*al»6 stand for 
~a current, fad arnorig sonjt 
tein-aget* In,,which immaturav 

boya ami gfels, with ho rataon* 
able thought of marriage, apt 
the exclusive, Intimate, affec­
tionate association of engaged 
couple* 

They agree to go but togeth­
er, and when they are, with 
others, to remain exduslvaly as 
a couple, that is, they dance 
only with themselves, arid so 
forth- This necessarily hinders 
thsm'froroi •cnuirlng.social riV 

. turltyi sine* they, really become 
acqualntecl only1 with each 
other, 

""^At! the same tirhe^ithelir ex-
— ĉiush»e »greemtlifeJAert-Jrrfc-

pfies intimate a wlf J3f of «f-
fecttpn—remen>hef. they are 
trying to toltateveriiaged cou­
ples. Now, BUiy, \\ !'jkm.*t-'hs.v« 
to tell you that aljhiiugh these 
youngsters are jfjtf* from> * 
marriageable age^tiifey are tuf-
fMentiy **sal«£si blolagicaBy 
.(sexuattJ^C*^'that such dis­
plays o£ affechon are iiorrnal-
ly designed to aroiise their 
passioruL 

- t t !« this third definition of 
going steady which has caused 
all the popular sfttfjeaav. ", -•. 

• Ifou as*t, is i t seriously sin-
•? 'ful? Well-what .moral princi­

ples are Involved here? ' . '.. 

Pirst, jrau kno.^! It "is wrott4 
for an junmarrlea person to 
consent to sexual pleasure in 
himself, o r deliberately w'reause' 

CONNIE APPBAJuED for help 
to-Ed>^.uggles, Anderson County 
agricultural extension, agent Mr-
Ruggles sent a letter to "VVash-
ingtqhtb Harry A. peButts, pres­
ident of the Southern Railway 
System* 

Mr. 3DeButts wrote Connie .that 
"some very fine people In Ken­
tucky are now trying to help us 
find replacements 1 of the; pigs 
you lost." -

Then continued the search- for 
—.—7 ^—. ,—'r~— 

Salvador 

Cincinnati — (NO) — Parents -mtist be~"vltally Inter' 
eatei" i n thear, ciploreWs school success^ *aad t h i s means 
'"cauch more t h a n just overseeing their homewovk.*' 

CSieft A* La Grartg;e, processor 
of educaHcn and psychology at 
Xavler UnWersityi, offered this 
adviceto the Parent-Teacher A* 
soclaUbn* 6f St; Clare's parish 
here,. 

"A home, where nobody reads 
* book, U t home --where chil­
dren a |» pooriy motivated for 
•chool work," said Sir. t a 
Cirange. . 

Calling for a "spirit of genfe 
hie Interest"' In. the child's_aca-
Senile progress, tne speaKer de­
plored the "widespread apathy to­
ward learning1* Which he sW Is 
characteristic of the present uay« 

"dhildren aire continually learn­
ing by matching older people 
BKe hawks," said Mr* t a Grange, 
who is the father of six children. 
Parents, -who spend their .tlrne 
watching; "stupid television-, pro­
grams" or Who "keep the kids 
quiet by letting theThWateh'hlane 
programs*' give their chadrert a 
poor example, -he "said, ; _. 

Mother's Faiih 
Vindicated 

»roofely)\-r,CKC)—**3,Ijr first 
faith veas In (Sod," said a ittbt 

-lahtTT—snethe*—Whose Infant 
daughter was- rCfovexed nfana 
•days aiter sh« Md "beefi *Md< 
.naped &oni £3t* Peter's, tiospltad 
here. 

The -baby, O s a Rose Chioii' 
chto, was fotmd In t h e Brook­
lyn apartment of Mrs, Jeayi 

_lavarone, 43-year-old ' mother 
ef eigM cha<jjwh. ĵ rfjfce -ar­
rested, her-for kidnaping * the 
child. - . - ' - ' • 

Barnes I . iL*ggottJ chief -of 
detectives, said that Xisa Eoaa 
Was idehllfiedl by-lier father, 
Frank Chioncliio, who Immeai' 

* Stely jpfienef liis wife^ Francesj 
that J the baby was adive asid 

Try Kodak Nex* Time! 
» • * i*. . " - * • « • - • * 

Jerrasnlem — (RNS) — Seven-year-old Salvador Fernandei 
Carlllo of San Sebastian, Spain,, knew exactly what he wanted 
Item, trie Three Wise Kings of the East for the Feast of 
Spiphaiay. He vrasntt quite sjire, -though, about' the address. 
So he simply-wrote on the envelope: 

"To the Honbured Kings of the East 
Caspar, Meichlor and Balthazar, 
Jerusalem" 

The postal cleric at San Sebastian wasn't too sure about 
the address, either, 'But being aft orderly soul, and since 
Salvador !had affixed the right postage, he added the word 
Israel ^ter-JerujSTrierrrand so the letter found its way Into 
the-office of Israeli* Ijrime illnister fiavid Ben durlan here. 
tfhls.'ise; what it said: . -

J'D«ar Khtg'i honoured Strs^ •„ -

I atm a child from San. Sebastian. I am very diligent in 
schooi 1 do. all .my work Well aha" would like you to send! ma 
oil the Day of the- Three Kings a "camera worth 500 pesetas 
and 10 roils o£ film "very fine gtaiJuThat is all I ask. 

, A. "thousand tHanks, and so I take Jhy leave, 
Salvador FeryandeX Carlllo." 

WItli all the good will fit the world, premier Ben Gurlori 
felt uriiilble t o substitute for the Three Kings*. But Salvador 
will soon recelra an alburn b t pictures of Israel and one of 
I»r«*l'st Tentfa Anniversary memorial coins, but no camera, 
orfllnati • 

' ' - • , ' - . . . . , ' .'"• ..\.[ '....• tf ' P 

the replacements* And With the 
help of the TJnlversIty of Ken* 
tUcky*s college of agriculture they 
were Jbund,. -at . i te ..Gethsrnanl 
Farms of t h e ,TrappI§t' abbey. 
The Trapplst inoilks c«nduct one 
of the largest: breeding farms 
for this kind: ofjswlne in the 

|country. 

One morning Corrale, his fa­
ther, a state 4H leader and a 
representatives of t h e Southern 
Rnilway>'arrived at the Trappist 
abbey. - ' 

T h e r e JBrollie* Coleman, 
manager of tlio swine depart­
ment greeted thes party with 
six pigs wearing' fnl&ltt red 
ribbons irtnxud their- necks. 

Connie taauirflKteiy clasped 
one ot th* -pl«i lit » t a »rms and 
Vowed to 1M»''very caref^ h> 
Wdng care of llieam. 

Comrades 
Now Catholics 

Shemfiagswur, laqdla-- €N01 
-v ThirteeEn prorrQfenent Indian 
communists Who teartheparty 
"irt disgust?1 have become Oth' 
olics here-. 

, former Comracle Sreenlva> 
san, who spent 10 years a s an 
active propaganda worker for 
t h e Reds, led 12 of his fellow 
Communist party members in­
to the Chnrcli, 

' Mr, Sresenlvasart* who choso 
tire baptismal name of P̂aul, 
declared "*hat" the Tea'ding' of 
t h e Epistles of St. 3E>aul "opened 
h i s eyes" €0 the encors of 3daa' 
ism. He ?Salii that he decided 
to become a Cauaolic because 
h e could havfe "sBfeedomt and 
haLsplncss.'*» only Ira thoC3twn3i, 

;jia^;;;|iait 

Srai'dayi .Jah.',''K^ecdhd''1§utt*-
^.^y:;-ad^r..,E^plttSy Jgregnjr, 

" rid!oJ:Ia», ?n<$'- PtayfiE;- b | : '$k 
- -vieies*. ii', Antibch^ .'•'-Crke'cti 
.; .-.;'• T#ity\:'Prefac0,: i -. . ; , 
'aioiidayi ;3ahTl^EtHfer i^a^s; 

as.Sunday except no.Gloria,, 
5nd and 3rd prayers of- "Jan. 
ii) feast, no Creed, cornrnori 
preface, or Mass p-f the msri 
tyrs tred), Gtlpria; "v^.. 

Tuesday, Jan. SD-r̂ St Fab>rlaa( 
and St , Sejbasjtont maiStyjai 
(fe.d>» Gloria. '''': 

;#«4liesa^ay, 3Tart21—SfcAgfrieati, 
{whltej, Gloria, 

Thursday, Jan, 22^S$. ^Incent 
and St . Anastaskis, martyr^ 
(red), GJoraa; JR. 

ryi -̂ Tan. 23--St. Baymond; 
Of Penafort (while),' Gibr|ai< 
2nd grayer ol St FJmerantlT 
ana; VJX. 

Saturday, Jan. 24^St. !Tim« 
-^-fljay, „ martyr (red>, Groria., 
vjR^Viatlve or Requiem 

Shitted." ••; '. 
ADVEBtTSKMffNX 

CAitNELITE PRIESTS 

Why Is the most innuentM"6rd'flje: 
df the? Roinan Catholic Churc^t 
also the most feared, the rno*|-

[ suspectea", the rhost mailgr^d? 

In this Week's Post you'll dls. 
co\'W littlfrknoivn facts about the 
Jesuits » . , about fhelr enemien 
inside and outside the Church.. 

j.Yqtfll find out how they "work: 
!',,*» how they're governed,.. » ̂  
' how their, .xidgid discipline is: 
i;rnatntained, You'll learn about: 
'• [their vows bfrperpetualg&mly* 
;; chastity and obedience. You'll 
-! read, too, about their colleges and, 
{universities, and hew a Jesuit cart 
|be an archaeologist or even a. 
'rocket engineer. 

Dorffc miss this "fascinatinr 
story of how the Jesuits ar» 
pushing baclc the frontiers ofr 
ignorance and serving the Church. 
as 'The Pope's Cornmandos.** 
Wt a vionSerful -iefeh h ihm 
Poit - . . t artictett k a!ori««* 
S i«rio2i, many oartoon* and. 

MjurewrirtflM • * 
afcantr mpaim ire iXl! 

"I rievet gave up hiope that 
lilsa1. Vfrpiild "pi. found," said 
Mrs. CtiionehM '(jiyfirst feith 
Was in- GbtL My second in the 
FBI and the police.™ 

I - - . 

f ~V*» 

IftAM^i&AMr 

Pn^Rn?shi«d 
Hand Robb«tf--Sealed 
YdrrHshed^l^tiXed 

; - r -
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SEE OUR DISPLAY! 
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* LUMBER 

•«* 
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, "'Over :"30- % # c i ^ .. 
Pot tour? itiip&dtiwi-

ATLANTIC MILLWORK CO. 
2*t£W« r i » n ^ » f « ^ - I*ri'-Woy fo- 'Sd.utriti?wrj)V'.- ";''<»ft.4-3S;i'1| 

NEW SCHOOL 
FOR 

OFFICE ASSISTANTS 
Begins , , , 

Monday, January 19 
:0ttis& Meet jtom l2i30 to 4i$0 PM. 

M 
Hi<lk tr» • *«w of ih* (iappy ptopli'wiio *ii iiay tiVhg tS« OFFICE 
ASSISTANTS COURSE. Hff. ar* «n|tylng tt»-w«^.W«N" M*rW*Rl* 
*s&: lodB?i9 t<>"«'̂  * *tt»pfin9 * SOSi. jxiittioiir, - ' 

this shoff [6 "months), {nferishfe. hafriirî  in buifnass 
skill*, haji-a specjaffappeaffof •<•*'"•• •••-. .'.. • 
His« sJCHpiifc sTuoiHti iiiiitebiiiis t«r « • ri«iit fo i l 
HOUSEliVIVES . w h o woultf Ilk* t«•?-<*»»«•-' In sn iVasa^ 
'fcuj|»**s. or work parf-fImc! ,, . - ' . . -

BOY O * OIRL-fakiiij r.tt . Couri*. planning i s conHiiur 
Jo col l^gi! ;._._'_;;,/ .'••'•_ \ -,'.:!._.'~:..' :.--.. 

ANYOHH w)i» *os trlto ^ n d dl>eoBiIiitt*d col l tgr. n«riiio>| 

'M^io0^jS]oPm loitM Mia WoMihrow 

/. 

TC'im(ie«*r.^tea%i'«ij.ey' * » [dottipUipfi.. $REE Pliw'iMiirf 
5»fVie*. *SHtjli, phbftf, or viti* for .ecifripW* deWlii., 

. SOB*.i?0MM0Ntfi CEHttii Fbi #0siNK5,«AiNI.H«f , 

f ROCHESTER BUSINESS 'INSTITUTE 
I l 7 i Ct lNTON AVE SOUTH • HAroillon B-0680 

H 

G a s Fumcte Check-Up 
l>n»lett lunwdhn- » -
(IMMC mimmr H|w»i-
•cat*. Kitrs caifil C«r 
tktBiax It jwclil, " 

Meizger & Rrcryer Co . 
4SS LYEIL AVE, , ' Sine* 1858 

G l 3-0421 

$445 

• * .Men o-f Prayer 

Men o f Action* 

Men o f Mary 

Be -mtftrawsliljl Mtcr*« o«o ORJW tm 
e«JlliiB for teoluiilMM. SVriU lot TarordiM-
Uon today t o it •Slitpon, 0. Ourn.. loas 
south St.. ^.ukKro. W- V. 
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A CURTIS MACA23NI 
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