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fms&m s. r 
My de»r. feeble*- "'"... • ' . • ' « . . - ' 

T h e Bishop* of the-tSUtea; *i*te» taarFe-aet MWe^Nndsyr-

glows PerseeUrtlonv* 

In our Diocese 1 would like JtbJjLJfaML 
of Prayer observed fat. every Church by spe« 
eial prisons- and by public Imposition 'of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament t r u t h s ' J a s f c Mas*-
until late afternoon or early evening. 

We"In- the United "States of America 
have very much for Svhtch to fee grateful; 
^fe fto wcii i& remember this and -frHitaftfe 
find fnr if.TfetpectaHv, a* we approach an-

F T K I oilier year *< freedom, o f plenty* and of 
* hope, w«f m u s t not forget out persecuted 

brothers v\h» s|a»d on the fetfafc, of *noth»P desolate year Jif 

When Fei*h-¥foH5on!ted 

-qpiiU story tells boxy Christians In ^Fapaji-. fcejot the feast of CfirlBf. 
«ia* Surtoff the oirise centuries the faith w-as banned in that Island 

-r-^mplre,"IHvtat Word Father H, J , megen/jfitstor of-gt, FWlfr 
ri^na'g.oui^^tdgE^itowt bombed .Sagataki i en t the s to re firf̂  weclt 

^ ;SIed 

Clii'is'tmasjieaag More t o rnf 

t o the-CoMrier Journal. 

^ifOft O W H G KXJOY the. privilege, of faith-and: the 
^jpBlessIiigs Of freedom, Christmas will ever be Christ 

'*** -and the Mass and bells and lights, and the songs of 
4Soth-lphcm-: ; ' . • . 

Willi eve ry year that p a s s e * : 
but t h e statement is one that 

•reouDffiH e x 
planation. To 
-begin with , •{• 

Yet 1 live in a Valley where- for many,, many years 
;;-r*tfvjstiTtj»s was startled of Christ in the'Mamt *AW# tit? 
' , lights'could not shim and thebells£oui<lnot riag: where 
' Christian* ewM not raise- their voices in song, nor "thoi? 
' hands is prayer, . -

persecution «iidT?irirv 

Pleasa'pray that «Sod~ may want peaee'aiul • f refcdom. to 
fltose w-feo have «o J>*8ent!y j»otn%_ffiiefe *kt*sy bntStn*; ^ 

With x Messtag, I «m 

Tour <)evoie4 Sheptierd in titclstT 

^ g ^ * 
~—j»«?»rg-thiiDnBfet)trtrihg coun t ry t o 

™*-™-HH»rin^tiiiir^itU«y^^lfed^bHa^ 
M_>'ngasaM City, for nearly two'und R half centuries everv 
- i'hiistmas lutd f« be » catacomb ChristmW. 

: 17ei me IteTl^ofrtlf^torjC ——— 

JU14f&» otrtlie Feas t of Jobs' 
lady '* Assuniption, lite first 
missiou»r>- ever to r^aeli Japan, 
landed *t the smal l trading 
por t of Kagoshiraa, He \va*« 
^Ttancl* Xavier. And durtog * 
restless t w o ye*r* and, t l iree 
months l » the couritrr, lie 
planted t h e *eed t h a t was to 
STOW Into * a tree bi|r enough to 

o,me a <ross. 
t * 

Si'in Dj. a mt «i»i<* 
Bzl&Mtf AK the p&opfr cailiHi 

^th« Ett(Wer5'from fii* West. *r-
/ r l v e a / p i e y were brave wen, 

leW/^nf tc ing, xeaiow<, a«a 

*d (he sjaWes, l*eddlnt tlieni 
wiih ttesh strmu For was not 
**\wu>a** bom in just #ii«h » 

"pook< p!a«e? "" 

UH iLe HtuiJiiug of tlie-gi*at 
Eve, af ter the huttM; had iseen 
cleaned from "tatanii" <HQOJ: 
mats* t o telling, the banquet 
preparations began. Sut f&tii 
fl5|, *tffeting, for arc n o t M 

gin fmm the Divifl 
tftittiiv Bathe: 

tore « i r ' ^hrtet«t on w f e 
vere stacked the plates of f#ojc! 

^JtetadfeSH^as*4 

bryni*^WJ<iv 

i^gfaw«jr safety 

to t h e harboi-titv ôf ̂ » j 
«i»t to the ^ ^ r ^ i V t 

of lIi-akafe»f**Tliat' 
"*tretthes h * j Ond.the .hatboRl 

at- nbi pi', 
t*If ely s u r J./ 
now what i|,fe 

r/ ftttUtlBy meant 
M WD' when 

."as tfei 
ii^gs 

* i C*. Ul 
f«««r o r five 
years of age, 
- I'- SUppiiSo 
Ihpje m Hst 

in my diltdjiiiod when vtoai-
mas f(Cxuek m wit-n n -womlcf ."• 
r,ither-.-4i>e th**- «j3iid*'Y> to 
which ._vve lowk . &mjtr<* in 
ffftiverr ttut .tf" y . f ..-ttnf^y 
thatm* memoiy <jt it i*. vajoc • |<^ jn&si 

Tim* t*ui »«<"• <"tn'istn:a^K 
tlmt I jv»U'iiii>t«i \ tv idh 
dvuhtj*- -^ bpfuu*** ti»',v <3"ta r̂ it 
go at iTli-a"«-v^iP<lBli''J. *'«nif 
I sat a. AUI Miltong at ihi* 'ttea 
bciMtî .* I dill tiwt fnut a n $kc-
trtc'tivim- uliiian *̂lê ,•tm, fialn 

t i trb i>iv Was tt.-r- thij*^ lUrti|t \y 

fa'/»rt -- • •»» *i't. / •/? }' 

KORTIN 

/ 

jpiessulrea *t this tsone of year when tlTiectdent f«*ft soars 
t<* year-en3 records, -

Th« holiday lejuon i* well known for trtgediei which 
jnwttlt from hkatt, wjligenct, »lcohol mud icy pavements 

jpim in̂ rMifUfa* whjcli ipell aereaminir tirens *Hd *ome-
timps ftrneral d»rfe», 

Wt hav§ h«»rd ifft ytars hundrtd* of ilofans ~ "if 
.you driitk dtsn't drite" — "th» lift yotf i*v« m»y b« your 
oim" -y but the it«tt*ti«i eontinut to mount, 

In-Gemntay, «st »*yor dtcldtd »loir*ns were mot 
#noagh. H« embilmed tht body of % yotmg driver who died 
in x^}aiirtHircraihriii-fa»d 
lated and «<*re4 in th« »ecid*nt. His charred and torn body 
was then put on display *t t!t« city hall *— a rerolttnff «pec-
tacte but a stem lesson to those î ho risT? not only their own 
but others* lives by their oT-ra Irresponsibility, ' > 

Amtncan newapaptri do iiot publiah picture* of tht 
brokin and bUnKling bodiei of accident Tiqtimi. Efen tint 
neir* jrtorie* apeak about "the car' faUed to nefotiat* a 
eurre" or "two c«r» collided" or "a car ikidded into * -pt&e&* 
trkir" — adwayi *% ear" and never the driver who is re* 
iponiiblt for tfi* car, 

Traffic expert* report that' moit accident* are the re-
ault of a T«ry «ntall minority of immature driver* — peo
ple who are giren trie right to control a car before they can 
control their, own emotions.' 

Since •lofaaa and lafety eanipaifna don't teem to reach 
_&Mi-|»fij>k, tnmyh«.th»jQegna3v-mayor had-4he- ji^ht-ide*-
— Tirtualiy terrify theta into safe dritinf, 

Meantime those who cherish life for themselves and 
their neighbor* %ill be wary as pedestrians and cautious as 

, drivers. In observing the basic rules of traffic, we actually 
put into practice* »yp.nM Phw\H»n,hiaim>ti« of-charity a n i . 

B36aa^saff ld^!niaLth»>nmTnai i4Bypt t *Thw *h*\t -wfr J coiirtesv 
'kill.** 

By 1S14, Itie ruffged farmer* 
w h o tiUed the terraced rie» 

' fields on t l i e slftpe* of 3lt,Kom-
pi ra wtd Mt, Inaaa, tlte anop-
koejier* sfarllier - below, the 
fishermen on the baitkii of the 
river — nearly all were Catho
lic. ' . o* 

- Christmas iti those days was 
Ciwlstmaa. witlt botli the eaaKi-
tiala and tin trimmings. On. 
ttoa Holy Eve, as the silent 
s t a r s • ;filie§'"''i)te Valley, the 

-^Cteiatiana went off in -their ' 
gayest kimonos t o the Santa 

„€3*ra Church, Thefe inaHouse 
of Cod t h a t was bright with 
candles a n d flowers, t h e y 
watched the i r chUdrrn play the 
atory- of Chrit lmas. 

And they listened to the tsli 
Batiren speak in strange ac
cents about th* n l f h i God was 
b o m in a simple stable of a 
spotless Mother, There they 
• a » f and prayed. And they 
participated in the Mass that 
brotif ht Christmas to Urakami, 
a Christmas that m a d e of their 
altar, a manger; of their heart's. 
» crih. 

Bui then tits Ht;hta went o u t 
yfae Is^ng^^aiogpetiL ^sJbel l iL^. 
a* lonjfr ranf, And the Mass 
j r a s taken o a t of Chrbtmas . 

I « i614. Shogun Tokdgawa, 
tnilitary dfctator of Japan. Is 
stt«*d an edi 
Kirishitan, the 

. g o d a . a n d . o f Buddha." Every 

'WFF^S^^?^WTr *•• tMthjH^jajrffeil. jised%tatJyj|fOf Mum 
fore•*™-™*£MJMp^* fttffirlpHs of merc> îrfepî ent 
*>i ttie ajtar, ^?bw-'offer*ory x ^ j ^ 
\isltor vioiild h««r* tinihin.. «t wfco were- notable to «-c«iebrate tlieir *. t u m m i * dmy, »,<».woui'i 

^ f f ^ ^ ^ g f , ' } t h e fflrth J f -Yfws-H- ,« »>' w t f i H f r n ^ M i ^ ¥ « s t t o ^ a J L e 

-S9 
ore t̂lt'e* sfntiie. 

[tt>V^-— : 

W«5^ > %ac-J l r lng ' ' • 

was tr. 

fall «L _a> w«J. 'y ji^pwfiak« -

-e re* 
-ttes? 

ii the? 

B<T»avf the KI I I -MUT, ; Re 

fhe^t&wH^^f^-ti*. sm eawf 
out \v„th a hPH, runiftininx » 
train <«!>-l,-?t ht» ptaml *tn my. 
Jap, 

here % a » a household fervent
l y honoring "Rannoti,** ' th* 
Buildhlat toddess ofSiwdrcy, 
B«t for these people, thes«. 
CltristJam foreed to hide their 
faith, t h a t central figure was 
no{ <*Ka»non"; ghe w»s "Santa 
Maria" -with .the Child tocher 
arms, 

After the Christmas food had 
been duly offered, the s tons 

' stoves were stuffed with wood, 
aod lighted. Alia upon them 
the caldrons of r t c e were set 
t o boil, t h e vegetables, to cook. 
Ribbons of imoke, some full 
and' blaekr-soiwe light and 
*<*r«Egy. curled Jnto the af te r 
noon skies. 

To t h e Christians of m e a n s 
these rlbboni of smoke from 
the kltefeen stoves were a stim-
mons to> Christmas charity. In 
USB, aft*r a lapse of two cen
turies, t h e "Bateren" returned 
to the Valley and secretly 
established f o u r temporary 
fhapeli i n the homes of lead- , 
ing Urakami Christian?. One-of 
these w a s in the home of th t 
w e a l t h y rope-maker. Tolcu. 
emon. F r o m him the mission
aries leetxned of another ens-

-»om .feat- -nwat-havfe icerr h e r e l 

a lont t ime. 

As Christmas E v e approach
ed, Tokuemon would climb np 

sshoiiM be» t-elebrafed. 

Dusk settled over t'rakarai 
One by one the stars appeared 
in the silent sky. And Christ-
TfsM Eve rame Jo the v"alle> 

•Tnf' in, jg*. f a F h e r e d 
wrek^ a^o and placed i«„the 
"ircri," t h * fire pit sunk in the " 
middle of theliying room, were 
l lghte i Eed Snd white shadows 
d i n f i r f about the "tataml* 
'malted Ceor». up. and around 
t h e iX'U|!x, black tScams'or the 
eeiljng. and back upon t h e . 
squatting figures. The iron ket
t l e over trse fire began to sing 

Tiie, hour of prayer «a« at 
hand , . "Onar«ji-.sama wa 

'Onmi to torr.o nl . . , Gotdtnai 
n o Yezusw-sama Wa totokl nit» 
mashlmasu , , . The Lord Is 
wi th thee . . . Blessed is the 
fruit of t h y womb. Jesus . , ." 
Over and over again the mem
b e r s of t h e family chanted the 
Hai l Mtiry which they called 
t h e "Gar&sa." 

The Awes to b e recited by 
e a c h Christian « a s determined. 
A t one period, th* nurnber was 
thiriy-thre*. At still another, 
fifty. But usually It was one 

"EuSdred a n d fifty* 

And custom prescribed tha t 
t h i s bouquet of Hall Marys 
reaeh heaven for each member 

lnnermust r*n«rn nf W^ house, 
takihs- w)ih h t m his ••spiohai.r 

'iabacus<,_ wntJtng 'lira'-ti. stvl 
paper-

T»«»re kBeelir.R h« U>*'-i «f * -
loiv tafc»lF,iN> "vmW.tof-gtti r<» 
liting the •\\i3r.f.H ' A'.'Jtifivr. • 
elwnt'x* MM**}.* aj'j'- •-*•'$*-
he WOHM f[u!rKH tate- <n th* 
brush and ^ t a r i eliekrrs the 
heads of tie" "snrohnri." The 
vMtor Cjould orJyAir.cIu'Ietl.tvt 
Miffiru'uRS » t hi* j ca t -a i i 
reekorung. 

As • Christmas F\n w-ue on ' 
*r4 t i l e prayerful char t oont-
tinue?!, a merctiber of rh«* f«m 
iiy wrsulij qmerly go ou t Into 
tUe m s h t lo peaturm st i l l ar,--
otner Christmas duty. A lo.*-
wooden tub s*-a$ fille<5 with 
water and ea rned to t h e front 
of t h e stable. Th i s was for the 
Divine* Babe W h o surely would 
want a bath. 

Usually by tJhe time the last 
Hail 51ary Iu»d been said, mid
night and <. hrlstnu* came to 
(lie \*allej, A » d It w a s tlnie 
for t h e feast. Mother a n d sis'* 
ler auid. little brother, too, 
would carry to tho dtahes of. 
food —- the «te»*mhi|i: Jjgwlt. Ctt-

" red rfece, the pl*tc« of meat, th« 
platteans of bean-curd cakes, the 
j u p o f hot "sadfe"" (rice wine) 
to w a r m ilte he»art and t h e body . 
a§ well. 

The talking went on and on. 

-..jg^artfyjreliersfft. .All thMai t nor, .n. 
By THE *BVBKB1«) FAIT. CO.UKTNE1 

Is St, P«ul faying that charity requires us to believe 
everything we hear? Flyinf 'Saucer stoHes? TV commercials? 
Pious legend* of: dubious parentage? Is M somehow more 
religion* t o sne^fbetSze,eur>rltfeal""iaci^I«-a«d-nod In bland-

, auyeement witfj every_Ppinion, -theory and tale we a r e told? 
, U St, £aut here agreeing with ' those who" 

>jf Jioldilhat-intelligence and eommon-rsense-
" are t h e enemies of religious faith, tha t the 

More items you heiieve !h* better, ^ o u r 
faith is? .._-_^ — ' 

.Hardly. j»t. PauV would be the first 
ior 4ell us that" the - important thing about 
faith is<*Ehy and what you believe — not-
how much. T h e hue motive of religious 
faith Ss the authority of God revealing 
"Who can feeithe> deceive no r be de
ceived " .On tha t unquestionable basis we 

. '••- believe a J t l h a t God has revealed. Adding 
to the hst^efiiur belielTotEer tnln^s that God has not revealed 
dees not-IgeJietateor- deepen oar i^iTulg£Jsi ib on* b i t is-fict.. 

-sometlaTcs confutes-aud diatorts'things ra ther badly. 
-1--..'What-£fc Paul its talking about hefe.H quite a' different 
tWng-.tfae,attt£tuge of tl.c Uul> cluritaoie.m*v! Towards' 
people who are t h i n g him trouble,'He believes the'best afeout 

' them- and pick* moftves until evil Is evident, then, :gt.-%Paul 
w a r add, t h e man of charity hopes for their reform, and If 
that does not eventuate he widttres with patience the trouble 
the;, cause. • -~_ 

This so r f of behavior, on* might ob|e.*. amounts to a 
P f t t y Jaige ordej, 

It does. Indeed Relieving the best about oUiejf is the acid 
test — not of faith—but of the difficult virtue, charity. 

missionary was to b e deported. 
Every Church in the land was 

"to be torn down, The Christians 
weft to re turn to t h e reiigiou 
of their f a then immediately or 

-.-diei-.----_".. -.-.;-'.:;'--.--y .: —'. - ,-'-.-_--

The Great Persecution be 
—saw.- The - VaHey~of ' Urak&mf;-

jmokihgl 

lortress of "faith, 'and the rest 
of the country, too, was bathed 
in blood. 

But though the • sword w ent 
on. rutting, and tfie fires con
tinued to burn; though the 
daiik dungeonsjvent on rotting 
"le Christians, the flame of 

faith was not entirely ex 
tinguisiied. Neither did till the 

riMmy -fehtfr-gc otfr =*^ 

rhimney«;. and tell what k ind 
of Chrhcmas his fellow Chr l^ 
tians wotald be having. 

If t h t smoke poured o u t In 
ImaTy^nsiiFttafn'-:1*!!' wit-well.-'-
If., however, the smokt w a s 
iMnv something h a d to begone. 

' "i rjkwvaon vvould eare.nlllynole -

(he owners of these fcliinineys.. 
Then calling together Ids ser
vants, h e would order them to 
carry food to these peopJe, 

- fsgHMa--ehr i5tma^off ice , - th^ . w e n t - put. 
father o r the mother took oh ' dawned. % 

t h e sddlUonal burden. 

—Thur It why Christmas Eve 
for.some "Kirishltarf* had to 
l»e^n = ln^Bie^r?mrrangi^%are 
.fold, for. Instance, of Miglru 
Banheljl.—MIgiru 

Tlit^jsiari-ft^ O-itin-.** 
tjiuivtma^ 

Eve 

pifStriteei] for a mf»nfh after -
tht day of deoVatlfln. hardly a 
single Japanese* ventured 'to 
-oj.'en <ite gate ~of the rhtiiv}^. 
fOmno«nd. No one, that is. tin-

- tiK»the levcnrjperth day of 
-March ' • 

f i e Angelus hell h a t )^f 
rung. The noonday w i bathed 
the r.ew church in light mSk- x \ 
i"g It slitter l ike t Jev»el In a 
setting of green, * 

From the second story rotfns 
of his rectory Father Pefltjean 
looked down upon the ladder 
of step* (hat led u p to Hie 
church. Suddenly the soene be- . 
low wass alive. A group of some 
fifteen people were s!©«-iy snd 

-oautlo«*ily_a*ceiidInK, T l i e mis
sionary watched,,And a M)\m 
within him whispered, "Go 
forth t o meet these* people* 
They a r e yours.** 

Father Pe t i t i on left his 
ro«m. walked t o the front of 
the church, and without, say
ing a word led the group In-

. side as far m the Communion 
rail There h e tojelt down and 
prayed to ihe Eu.iiarist Christ 
Who * a d to recently returned 
-td-Jap«mj — 

Scarcely had h e finished his 
prayer when a mlddle-sged 
woman knelt a t his side, cruss-

. ed her hands over her breast* 
and w-hdi]!nred. "We h e r e . i r e 

...of..the ?ame heartjjy_<pj£' 

T !«**•* ueyer rorguiten hmr 
1 marv»elle«l »l t h e thnught that 
llt< .possessed a Key to llml_ holy 
of rioli-esr I lay sliojr, ^JtieTIy" 
whal Mhe word "father"* meant 
"to me at fhat-liuwj, I d o not 
recallj but at lea«*t l^kne^s that 
somehow I bud soine k i n d of 
fl\vnfrfc*S*Jp In Ihl* ^xtrnordlnary 
helnjf qnlio coiihl imlock a-, toy 

.store, - - ^ .._ < X H , 

The other Chnsttnaa t h a t I 
remem^ser wdl was-rarhsT a 
Chrlslr—>ns K\e t*ian a Chns t 
mas-tfay. 1 b;vl ban put to 
b»Hl bu t* did nof go in sl**epj 
an3 I --mil-i hear tl;i> subdue! 
snutids of *wme *:'r»1 af s t i^ r -
importo* t h'M" * -** R"»f'2 en 
in the i-arl>'S •w*-a--h w.n<t liat 
down f he hail fj^m m> little 
bedroom. 

I WAITED, wi th what nmv 
strike's, mc ni a<;f«nl*hl*ig ca> 
paclty-fTorcmHr-iraty in o n e IO 
very young, unhl I felt' certain 
that ec'cry r«c wt* flbsorhed 
In whatever -xx.ii goi^R art. 
Then Z ea*H f*r>n my ri^r 
With I--hrifi '^Jt- nth. "rrawleT" 
along * fo> hall *-:«t m\ «t«*riaeh 
thrmtf"-! Die tl'i'**-y,.(\',«nfl set-
tjled' dc-.-A-n undyr a m u c h lo 

-*C#J 

"iroTinlea~MjS 'blessings. but he 
likewise h a d quite a Count of 
H a i l Marys. And since many of 
M s children and dependents 
-were themsolves unable to do 

After a good rest, last night's 
"banquet was repeated. BatluMtT" 

M the, fire aragkled l i t tb*_ 
lieartRnhe"-ralE~Iunied t o feia-

' lives auid friends who h a d goha 
contentedly ~ on i o Pamdise.-'Mniiy o f them 

'•Indeed'." said the astonish
ed priest. "And where a r e you 
from?" 

I n spite of sniffing spies and 
vigilant. police, the Christians 
continued t o celebrate Christ
mas ih their- own way,. For 
nearly fw"o hundred and fifty 
years they managed to fit the 
Birthday of Christ into Ihe'een-

^ter of their esjacomh life a t 
best tiiey cotrid. J j k 

, Some t ime after tht country 
w a s sealed tjght tn she.mjt. 

(3 
T»T-C«I«11X 

_ / vritfctt, ]Jei-eml7cr 19, 19oS 

• ffiou «f»i_f*iu erw^H-MOifJitutfiiu. 

•Sfde-and'rio missionaries were 
allowed; ou t or tor the .Chris;

; 

.tfan- CommUiiity of Urakami' 
was divided into groups At t}j* 
head of each group ua^-*jie 
"chokata" the headman who 
took the place of the "Ba.tpjfn ' 
until the bane these would ie 
turn. One of the imputronr 
dutie* of 4his "chokata' was to 
fix tlie date of Christmas The 

-vei-nal equinoxivas selecfivTlfs-* 
4he—startmsr-pDintr -tJhfisimdV 

day would he \mi nine months 
hence, durmg the Month of tho 
Ftosf, on the nearest Tmn^l-'A 

^ • M ' l i i r m ^ 

MOST REV. JA^riJS B KEARXEY. P.P., President 
Poi,u»l,eo urcy matt xi rM KprHrnn lilhalir rre»i 4.|i«euU<n 
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ELMJtU OFFICE „„rf . »» Re.Jt, Bijr._ph8«. t-XjM „ %J*ai 

jjiwpet begart vyeeks berfoirTf„ 
feast. The i"iinstians iluribed 
the tnounlaiii slopes rtf then 
VaMev thietf with T, C/*« -.. r| 

KnUrtii »• mtnni el»»« ,«*ll*r u, l(„ | „ ( OKIM".! R.ch*»Ur N. 
AJ r̂ omrrri anrftr th« Act tit Cvnrrttt «r Mtte). J Wit 

. » ! " • . 

' St*#Ji a»|3j"tOr, r jamr «uS«cript!oji In U a f*,f8 
C«.B«(I». *?,l)l); r«wJr» COJSWH, II M ^ 

bushes to gather bundles of 
t w i g -?. The<:e, they stacked 
against the mud walls of tlieir 
hornet 

J h e nmjorit-,_nf tlie "Kirishl 
tan" in the Valley ^ p ] e far 
'juers. And a s Ihe grea t dav 
4r*vr HMH-, t h * mtnlolk « ? w n -

ima sujrtored mueli fo r their-

faith. 31any of tltem h a d been 
tortured and killed, Many had 
died to the prisons of Naga-
askt. They w e r « mftrt*»*rs, and 
they-were'with the Child now. 
Their words a n d their deeds for 
Him m u s t never be forgotten. 

Then the conversation pur
posely - grew -fhlii,' And the 
father .of the family-res* fmm 
his .plaice. After checking vine 
doors to make- sure t h a t no, 
stranger was aqpproaohlng, he 

" W * * ri_?iLJrot!L VraLkamL 
in- 1»a1*a(rrn--*n^u5ynBvery one-
believes as we do." 

—Tl5err-t»noth'er-of-trre' group ' 
whispered a question, "Where 
is Santa Maria?" 

instead of answering, the 
. priest rose and led tlie group 

to the altar of the BlesseeU'lr-
gin. H e pointed to- a small 

- -statue; — — — - -

"Yes,* said one,-, "yes, there 
she Js, There la Santa, *larla, 
Look, t h e Divine "Infant in her 

. arms." -

And then still another of 

"watch whi le the t -hmt inas trw 
-was irfmmed. 

Thus did I d f ^ i w w h a t I 
had s-jsppt-ted that Sania 
Claus «r.%,i<t n pl**nva»t f in t tar : 
Qnl> vr wh later *\\ life rltd I 

.seahtc -ihai-a* a r.\'-7;!-,ri..cf..f.he-
-sphit o f Ciirtstma'j as Ij. was-
liveil i-A-niurle* ;v.to by the • 
Arehhl«s h.ip St. Nt,-hoJa«i."i*a«ia 
CkHM. i n txtie- w-itli ib^-^trgJL. 
hcan o f titttli. ^. 

h r o u ^ o t i t t h , preoious roiics . - ^ y ^ S Z S Z l L 
P l / . " ««?* of Iboosands to return 

From the hollow of a bam- 7 m e > a s k e u a question (hat 
boo pole caine a crucifix. From stomnarixed the devotion of u»e 
a huv h i d d e n under tli« - >'ears- '*^Ve ceiebrate the !•(•«» 
,•tataI«l.•' a nieiJal or a rosary. * of-Cur Lord's Birth fU,u,x 

I'rwn * ffeyfeft hi tho tm^i t̂he Moath- of the F; - ( LLI •,!.„ 
beam* overhead^ a holy picture, rtn 1 , t i **" ' - ' " do likewise?" 

But r tow Christmas lo m e Is 
'nnl a rr-nte_orA_d-*»y.Jii.alU-bwI 

a belhp-. Christmn5'is n Person. 
Cht'istrrja^ is Chris.t, fhristinas 
is my <nrther Father, H o i rar
ing su-rmic-h nbout me'and my 
fellownr̂ e'n as to simd His *mly 
Son, CJod Himself; "io~becdme 
one of" us In our own human 
nature f o redeem m so tha t «e 

-and-lle'-fan live -fogeHtei*-f»»i— 
ever. 

ON THAT KARLf ChrW-
mas fey w lien F-watrtt»fi~a—t'>v -
train, 1 was a chiW.aiul my la-
"ther \var?f« mam- and I flW- not 
understand.- him because the 
mind or a small b iy IK nwt the. 
mind o f a grown adult. But I 
trusted him, and I .«a\. t ha t he 
had pft-ivr to piv* hnpp»ne>|i 
»«>'n..< S-n-r.-iuM- \\*> h-ifl t h . s k O 
'••> i:.e i.rt , » m - f t l ^ . i 1 -
0 . 0 1 " ' ' • ' - - ' • ' . ' ' . -

tr 
m 

' 11 

. All. -thesi-aagfics'-.Avera. 
/ • 

one* 
hold.in the harnds Of t h e ' mW-
tyrext -relative!!* and • friends 
they hswi been .s^iaking;about._.. 

All present bowed low, then. 
gmllv fingeieci each - rricdal 
<uid ifjsaty a n d uucifix and. 
pnim e_ajjf they would reach 
baik lr.io the gloiious p a s t , .-'. 

Tliu«» ended tlie day* Aiid 

:.j'-AlthffUglt.,,,-.the lighte were: 
forcibly put o u t ; altliougii tl^ 
cnurches VvCre torn.dowTi, (lie 
altar* snwsh.eji, tbe_J^ife, 

Îfrpkettj although'-miSteSwax "^ 
•Wken.o-aijrfjChsfeiinas, Christ-
m«s hevfit' left - the :C,itaeoiub- - " 
VaUey o f UralcartiL . . 

: ' And that- is- whv thjs*-<vna, --
oiTce a^aiti-Clirtetrnas iviii ! m e '••. 

Ihus t h e l i , h t . kept o n d l m t ^ torlS^l^ilS 

' ' - ^ H ^ J f t M - C 1 , , W ^ ^ 
, l l u \ ' . ' - • ' > • ' ' S « * a « * : M . > o t t - . } n « u n - t t i e m e , ' 

WV knotv n u h iwtaitttv t tet----«1 S ' ^ * t e a ^ , r k t , MiddiElvt'-
I did noi f tom.a day t h a t will „ *}*f' Z&-*® • « * ' « 

•N'oiv r . am- a m a n with' chll-. 
'-rfi'C'ii-ul my ow.n.r rjut'oi poursW-

- i d o j t o t understarril our Father ' 
God, i-.-ejo nol'u'hrfSrstand -fSral 
.illvOlKisst.-because HfiJs-dlsdfflL. 
and I i r* t human,, and ftp- little 
knottiV S;:i"...ti.f.';t mm Is riot- the 

• infinite- wisrlnm 'of. G'oii.'-' B u t 1. 
tiusl H i ni. -anti T .know t h a t .ft* 
has-povi-cr to•-igi\-K» 'me ha-apt1' 
news lic*--riujsV» Hp i-ut's (he ke> .'to' 
"thtf .wujadei-s. nf >ipi>ntty; And 
I lcnovr—He-ls pwodj l i e Wis 

-bem-^t^inriit.BetldoheJn. atid^-

I % J t en [ e n s afiP( Arinilvat— 
'Peiu vt ihe -,i mlr'4-v.-yt.atcs; .' . 
A'a\j rtiatwfii'd ru piv' open-die ' • 
gate* or la pan HIP missloir,"-.' 
anĉ t t^ntnipfl t o ^tlgdsaM. " 

Above the blue harborfoii"'" 
the slopes of OXIM, they ..bitlit-
a church which they dedicated, , 
to the Twenty-Six Matlyrs-'wlio. /: 

the smging angels.-will .-.how,, " 
near, x ou-wil) -.sae";fe-em aji-'- '• 
proauli- -tlti;. Communion, .'rati ' 
and a mtager .em. aTVfeji,' » 
•Mother, and shephei-tis wili aft. 
- P 6 a r . . .,-• • ., ,.. - ' • ' ••• 

idled for- ni'c'bn Calvmy^ I f i 3 -
- enough;.-..,l..am Coyttenl,:--: ' ''•••> 

•'̂ h"("-HL. is-;.tha-: meaning -ft 
UMi&m. Jan m^..-n.t»^crhr3afe. 

-} 

The Rosaiy wa& said o« Christmas day as> a bouquet >̂f 
praycrsrtro Jesus and Mary, Instead onhTeTusual Beads, "the" 
Japanes* u««d-an abacu* to count their Hail STarys. 

All ,this you will: gee this 
- it i . in.- i t - .-^„----JWisteas.iri the v"atlev-ftt; 

tied o n a bill n o t a r a w a ^ a n d . -..-.Uwkami,,because i i e S v f n f 
cd Sor the fote-Tgu i.bwmm^^'^i^^ux^----^=^^t-^--^u^: 
ef that city. •'••. ̂ .:../. ^ 

-^wflHs— ̂ hrtst.Tttf: ^ l r -e te f t«hr 
A$risi jM-cseiW-with -w'in .thft 

• Sfesf,.t.*3httet. 'in whose'fe*s'«calr 
F»«ly.'?t jhai-' Is, - the- Church ':- •: 
.we artr smiuriheEj*. >Ahd*«Jc*us? 
W.am fflftthbers' oi,i{iw, t «e 
Are •hterntes aisn-oi: one .ail'-' 
b t e , Arid so Chrisunaff-' IS. 
Chii^t a tn f yott a n d . i'^ogethe*•• 

.at Wast, ofierlng- ouKSdves #-. 

*fiu)%(js -;- mrr :^tenghfc?r' ".-and-1 

m-xmif 'ts:'cM^ '^m:if,m~^m£'m& felt 
, ; J .,.•• . . . I . \ - • 
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