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iponsible for the car.

Traffie cqurt: report that most accidents are the re-
sult of a very amall minority of immature drivers —— peo-
ple who are given the right {o control & car beforé they fan
control their own emotions.
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of God that was bright with
candles angd flowers, they
watched thelr children play the
story of Chrisimas.

And they lstened to the tall
Bateren apeak in strange ac-

- cents abowrt the night God was

born in = simple stable of x
spotless AMother. There they
sang and prayed. And they
particlpated in the Mass that
brought Christmas to Urakaml,
& Christmas that made of their
sltar, & manger: of their haarfs,
& orip.

Bul then the ighia went out.
The songs shoppedd. The bells

Mayor s right ié&
~— virtually terrify them into safe drmnx.

Meafitime those who cherish life for themselves and
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w& Iohger Tang, And the Mass
yax {aken outl of Christmas,

In 1614. Shogun ’I‘ohdga“a
mailitary dictator of Japan. is-
saed an  edid, sgainst “the
Kirishitan, the enemies of tht
gods_and . of Buddha' Every

Ribbons of smeke, some  full
and’ BIATK-yomre light and
SOTARRY, curlea jnto the uﬁer
rinon skies,

To the Christians of means
these ribbons of smoke from
the kitehen stovex were & sum:
mons to Christmas charity. In
1863, afte? A lapse of tvo cen:
turies, the “Batersn” returned .
tp the Valley =nd secretly
established four temporary
~hapely in the homes of leal |
ing Uraliami Christians. Oneof |
these was in the home of the

Cowealthy ropernaker, Toku

emon. From him the mission

¢ riey learned of another cus
xye beelr here

& long time.

Ay Christmas Eve approach.
e, Tokuemon would dimb up

- 13 the top of the thatched roatly

From this vantage polnt, he

could lock down fhe Valley,
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massionary was (o be dcparted
Every Church In the land was

“to be torn down, The Christians

were to return fo the Yeligion
of their hﬁleu lmmcdiatelv or

e
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Is St. Paul saylng that charity rcquires ut to believe
everything we hear? Flying #ander stoFies? TV commercials?
Pious légends of dublous parentage? Is I somehow more
. | religious 5 mesihetize gur eritieal faculiies and-fiod jn bland.
a;:reement wi%*x every opinfon, “théory and tale we are told?

puadbe . - Is, St. Paul here agreeing with those who'

are the enemies of religious faith, that the
. more items vou helieve the hetter. -Four
_ faith is? - :
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dank dungeons went on rotting . , ,-[ »
- that -intelligence and common—sense— e Christians, the flame of -

ex- | 5. o

mmrem of - falth, ‘and the rcsr
of the country. tno, was bathed
in blood. " )

~ But though the- :mmd went
o oufting. and tiie fires ¢on-
though the

faith was nol entirely

tingm«hed \enher did all the
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chimneys. and tell what kind
of Christmas his fellow Chris
fiams world be havmg. )

1t the xmoke poured out !n
re s R Wi well
12, however, the smoke way
. thin, sonaething had tobe-done -

tie over the fite hegan to sing
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The. hour of prayer was at
hand . . . "Onarujisama wa
“Ornmi fo tomoe ni . ., Gotainat
-no Yezusti-sama wa totokl nite
raashimasy . . . The Lord Is
with thee . . . Blessed Iy the
Iruit of thy womb, Jesus . . .”
Ower and over again the mem
bere of the family chanted the
Hail Mars which they oxalled
the “Garasa”

The Aves (o be recited by
each Christian was determined.
At one pexdod. the number was
trlythree. At still another,
fifry, But usually it was one

©oangd thye prayeful chart con-

unuest, & member of the {am
fly woulf guezly go mut Info

the naght fo pecform syl ac--

other  Christmas duty. A lo»
weaden b was fllled with
water xud carezed to the front
ol the stable. “Ehls was for the
Divine Babe Who surely would
want & bhath.

Uswxally by the fime the last
Hall Miary had been said, mid-
night and Chedstning omnie fo
the Valley, Amd K was time
for thse foast. Mother mnd siss
fer mnd, ittt biother, too,
would carry irs the dishes of.
food = tha stexming bowly of

Hundred mnd Ity

And custom pracribed that
this bouquet of Hail Marys
roach heaven for each member
 0f the farmily, Hence, if 2 son
or a daughter or a dependent
was preventéd from perform:
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father or the mother took on

. the additional burden.
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te warm e hmrt and the body |
s well,

The talking ~ent on and om.
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of steps {hat ded up to the

church, Suddeniy the soene he- |

low was allve. A group of sone
fitteon people were slovdy and

-cautiouisly ascending, The mis.

sionary watched, And = vice
within  him  whispered, “Go

forth %o meet these people,

They ars yours,”

Father Petityean loft lis
-room. walked to the front of
the cinzrch, and witheort sy
ing a word led the group in-
lde as far as the Comunion
rall, There he knelt down and
prayed 1o the Eucharist Christ
Who dad to recently returned
{0 Japan

Scarcely had he fihished his
prayer when = middleaged
woman Xnelt at his side. eross-
. ¢if Ber hands over her hreast,
T ad whispered, “wWe here ire

ol the same_heart as voul

and T -could hene the subdeed
snutids. nf some Bnd af snpr
110 Fa TR UL S0 Y B
f e parla whiich wis st
dawn *he hajl feoon my o Lattle
bedroo=m. :

I WAITED, with what nov

T ostrikes me as astenkhing e

pacly-Tor eanpirney n one 0
wry yeoung, ot I (el certaln
that et ey me 4w es ahsarhed
In whoatevsr w.ee goinig o
Then T eased vy my floar

With = {irtfe 30 20TH, WA
along = Fo hall e om J starriach
thrinp ™ the doogs.gb xmi 50k
grd de-wn under a eoelx lo

“Twalch =il e Lonrisimas tres
- irfmmed, ,

CThus  did 1 dic=per what |
had  s=pected that  Ranla
Claws =sps n pleseant. fevion —
Onhy ke kitér my e Addd |
Jhat ag n o waembal ¥ the

mrr; LRmas Ay
dawnvd .

A!ter » good xest, hat night's

s the {lre
“lientitr, the RIK turned 4o relx-

‘Hives sad trlends who hnd gone

TR Parndise. Many of thems

erackled in the -

GRUeOT would care Uiy Tote Couiited THy blessisiys hut e

the ownexs of these Shinineys. .

Then calling together his ser
wvants, e would order them to

T T eayry fooﬁ to thase peog)e.
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JHardly, 81 Pd!d \souid bc the first
£ Ta-ell us that the important thing about
faith is/wh" and what yvou believe — not-
how mmuch. *The true motive of raligious .
- falth Is {he authoriti--of God tevealing .
" *Whe can ieither deceive nar be de
- ceived " On that unqguestionable basis we
believe alt that God_has revealed. Adding
to zhe hsrﬁfaﬁr beliel Gihar thirgs | that God has not tevealed
deea mt iﬂpm:w o:- ﬁcgp;n our

Virtie of-faith one bit. lp;iu.:t—
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in spita of snlmx}g spies aml
‘vigilint. police, the Christiang

- conthued to celebrate Christ-

mas n thmr own  way.. For

. hearly two huvdred and fifty

yexrs they rnanaged {o fit the‘
Bu'thdnv of Christ info the con-

1-ter of their «aiscomb lite ax 4
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B T N s omamegu
v

-
a1

-

A L FYo gy
- .~ «ouuu,.t,nn-&-'n \—\un,

» Hngs Tatier badly.
- What St Paul is. talkinz about he!c in qmte £ dxﬂerent
ﬂ‘\!nn the. ,-H'é{{n TitabIe 7 IO\V’I, S
peopIe who are ‘giving him trouble. He belisves: the ‘best about -
“themr and thelr motives until evil ix evident, then, 'St Pagt °
, - . | Wil'add, the man ‘of charity hopes for their: veform, and If
S ,; © that does 1ot evéntuaie, he enﬂurex with patxeme thc trmzble
L thvv cause.. .

Thiﬁ ot o
gvx Blly 1arge ot‘dﬂ.

. At does, Indeed. Byeheving the« hext :‘oaut oihcx'l'
iest ; ‘fnc; of faithwbut of m’e ditticult virmt,v

ST

e

bne mlght objert :umunu io

‘t}‘m m:ld;
t,harit}ﬁ :

| ‘was sealed ftight to the oni. -
- sikde . and ho misqionarxeq Were o

. }’chqkatm
100K {lie plave at: the “Bateren”
"urml ihe timeé these woulil: e

. Some time alter zha countyy -

allowed out of in;- the Chris:

:, tian Communily of Uakmm

‘vas divided Into groups. At the.
head of each group was-the.
- the: headman, - x\hn

rn. One of the -important -
“of Yy “ehokata”. Was.
i Hrig

fikewlse had quite a count of -
Hail Marys. And singe many of
his cthildren and dependents
were thexnsolvea unable to do

g7
|

had suffored mauch for their
Isith, Many of them had been
lortured and killod, Msny had
lled $xy he prisofiy of Naga-
mki, They were martyrs, aud

{they veere with the Child now, -

Thelr wvords and thelr deedy for
_lim must nevex be f _ggggiwn,

“Indeed!” said the astonish.
ed priest, “And where are you
irom""

b¢lleves M we do”

»»—lrher%*mnoﬁmr‘nfm Eoup
wlilspered a questlon, *%Where
{x Santa Maria?”

Instead of answering. the
priest rose and led the group
to the altar of the Blessed.Vir-
gin.’ He pointed 0. & small

aphil [ 507 2 S VTS Fea it Lo (L GF P QIR AN
Yved « vnmnm s by ghe .
Arclihbs Bap St Nteholis, Fanta

o Clhws 3 frae %;s%ﬁ—&kv -

PO &
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T abolngr.

But rm\' Christmas o me s
“ oot &nate ara iy at ail, hot
) ‘hriutmaq Is n Person,
" Clivistrrzas is Christ, Christmas
is my esther Tather, Gl sar
ing suomnuch ahout me'rnd my
fellowrr=én ay to send His only
Son, Gewl Himsel: to Becomf
ane of” us in eur own human
nawe Za poeleom us g that we

posely - grew thih, And the

Mather of the family roxe fram

his place. ATtér cliecking the
doors  to make sure that ng
stranger was &pproaching, he
broughit out the pr ecimm rolies |

of the past, .. -

I'rom the hoﬂm\ of & bam.
Yoo pole came & erucifix. From
2 bux hidd en under the
“latamai,” & medal or a rosary.
From % ctevies i the

bear overlead; » holy picmre
Al theip retied le

held iz . the harads of the

Thexnn the conversationn pur- .

AT

—- statues
“Yox, * suid - one "xesg there
she is, There is Nanta Mada. -

Tonk, the Divine "Infant in her
an}’N R

And  then
‘these Urakami Christians, the
fisst of (wusands to relun
home, asked a questionn {hat
simmarized ‘the devotion of the
_years. “We celebrate the benst

«of-Our Lords Bith unrg o ey Jrage 1w
e Morrihof the Froot Loy,  feounl 7 el o
do llkewise"' ,
'\u\\ T am d man with <hil |
pres—~ B ul Iy W, B0l COUIST

forclbly ]lllf; out‘ nlthmm!h ﬂm

yreq Telhlives  and © friends.
the\ “had beenrt s;aéakinga out. -

AR prcsent bowed low men
“gently  fingeredd éach - miédal

Cund nysaaw and crucifix and
- Jietureas it they would reach f-

bavk” }mo me giormus pawt
. Thus emled the day.’ And

-

We imo\\ mth nmtam"t‘w at -
|[ dm 0l from a rlav mat, \V}'g
lozagr iy (Chiveype =t

o ¢

lights—hept-on dimly—
Mﬂﬂm&!mns_m\cr_—chum 4

ohll;rchea Wwere }torn down, lhe

Aliars smashed, the  Jylfx

-‘_Iiroken' Althotigh ' ):.";:! was |
“hifkén L out of Chrlsimas, Chylgt-
mas newol feft . the” (ataz-mhb
Vaﬂey of. Um!mmi.

: And ‘Lhat is- uh\ mzs \nm

A special sort of. Joy-and peace
for these hexrs oi the  Hiddan
CathsTIes or

- Urakamd.~if wtfzwatc,h tls

{jiis. Chrlsmas-
“Mass, ol Wil

R thp th £

T*'_"‘l’,’ B"“}.me An_their t‘ws:. R

suil nnother of .

Lo np#- \mdm*at.md our Father

I Cheisst, bevause Hedg dbvine

< e mfinite-”

and-He—ean lixe mﬁﬂwMﬂ»——-————

ey N‘

- ON "THAT EARLY (‘hrN‘
s Dz v Whon F-wanterk—tov
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