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By ^ T I O E R JAMES L TOCEK 
(N.C.W.O, N«ws Service). ' 

9Che author of this article Is 
. head of the Rome- bureau of. 
the Sf.O.W.O News Service, He 
has made * tour of saurthern ( 
Italy. where he, went to give* 

. »„ first-hand report en recent 
development and lntervi|ew-
the area*s outstanding: Catholic 
personalities, 

vT«ranto^ Italy — Within live 
ye&rs * -mild-mannered Jesuit 
priest ha* almost smgMtandedly 

seerningly- Insmperable commu­
nist strength, to .which was.added' 
passive resistance on the part of 
the axsenaFs directors and skepti­
cism, from the local clergy; -

Faiher fiaecadamo recalls: _**I 
was compelled to use a flanking 
maneuver. For two years, with 
out ever officially entering the 
arspjaal, I approached each work­
er individually, seeking htm out 
injxls home and making wontaet 

loosened the communiste'grip on'with Ms- family, I sought literal 
Italy's most Important navy 
arsenal here and broken their 
14-year-old domination of the 
town's communal and provincial 
governments. . . . 

He is Father" Giuseppe. Boeea-

out, in the' hospitals and clinics 
warn they were sick. . 

"I "took an-interest in their 
family needs and In their chil­
dren. In the evenings I met with 
therrrm their parishes in Taran-

Frlday^May 23,1958 
fed! eomfniihlst traton, SSj^Chriir-ffi|«i|frin f t a t h o l l f t Hidhf l fcC '"'• 
.-tiap Pemocratie union, three; i •» **«*•" W W M W M W *F«S»»«*#|** 
-others, 'onei After the shop ele.c!.|#_M>% fil- —i,SMM Cl.M4.A*W«-.»*4< 
iSohs-WE May, 1056,. the internal!-iSPJer EI^CTIIJH < 3 T a T e m e n T 1 ized a soccer league Inside-the 

" commission was divided? Ctatei Koine — (RNB) — Italy's -Roman Catholic bishops. In a \ SgiSJSl L u n <* hows were spent 
11, otters, tee, | pa*Uameatary elections '% conformity with the f r o l i c re- em**- boon even the commun sta 

A. THBAR I P T E B these elec-TUpon &&& the 4ecrefs o'f the OhuTch,'' 
itonSj what had happ'ertect insidB" 

_ i j : a r s e n 4 ^ reflected in civ-' s t a b l l s t o l e n t s : the Kavy Com-; 
H an l ife on the outeide. Comniu-» m U l s a r i t t t e , N a « 9 Engineers, 
xfot fe^ination of local pohics , N . Mmmms 'Depo t a n ^ N w 
vm the Beds, had held since A t ^ m L Father Bwwiarao has 
^ * •* $&&*!? teoken w nothing to do ivith the- service-
ttie May, i«a7, erections. , moitf since thej] are cared for by 
_'««Haa upset," said Fa ther Boc ! : t h e i r o w « chaplkns. 
^adamo, "was without doubt due] The ' civilian- personnel are 
to m a n y local, national and u » ; j h ( } s e w h o a m engaged' fat such 
ternational ftetors. Bat vre b c - r t a s k s a s tailoring, cwkinrr, enfit-
I t e rt was also the -fruit «f n w r t a g , t o o l i n g ( ^ ^ 0 0 , , . B t ,? r . 
priestly labors among the w o r k - - ^ an<} m a l l 5 e n a n c e ) £ i r e p r e . 

pwere abandonuig the~~raffles. to 
SO and.root for their t e a m , / 

ers arid their families, "that the 
communists a i sd believed this, 
was indicated by their attacks." ; 

f t ' When" he arrived in 1933, t h e . 
" eai clergy were pessimistic 

vention. and so on; 
TME 'lARGJSST of these four 

establishments, the most complex 
and the most important is the 

about vitoa! Fa the r feccadanio f s e " ^ ^ h e r e Father Botva-
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Father Jattnes Tucels, ^rectcr of N.C.W.C, News Service 
Koine Bureita, »t his desk. Here he tells a story of how 
Italian priest single-handily outwits the_Comn«jaiis(s. 

' The workers themselves built was assigned his own particular 
viiiuKvs ' " «w "iHimwj^iw » beautiful chapel out of factory zone to make house calls and to 
by little they began to know me scraps. -Bronze altar and taber-, organize social and training pro-

damo, a small, soft-spoken priest! to and in the surx*.tundiitjj' vll 
of the Naples province of the i Iages. They lived not only in j 
Society of Jesus, His ..victory has! Taranto hut. in about 40 ^malt- »«- "-*--»•" ™-~--i--- ; ~ >.„,„» „„««, ,„^ ,^ 
been »o devastating to comma- j villages in the envirofts. kit t le a beautUul chapel out of factory zone to make bouse calls and to 
nlst strength in fee whole aiea, * ' ' * ' ** D — " ' ^ —- «-»— '"•«'n"»^ -^M and training mo-
farmerly considered comma-
nism's strongest entrenchment in 
southern Italy, that the RP4 
press has found it necessary to 
attack his work in print, . 

FATHER' MCCAIMMO first 
came to Taranto in 1033, at thej 
request of tlte National OrjRanljsa-
tion for Religious and ftforal As­
sistance to Workers tOKARMCM 
and with the pcrmissiort of hfc> 

• superiors Be was confronted by 

and he friendly," 

In time Jt was the workers 
themselves who astedJhat Fa­
ther Boccadamo be admitted 
Into the arsenal as their chap-
Ma- tinder this pressure, the 
directors of the arsenal not 
only guve the priest permis­
sion to enter the closely guard­
ed sales* but also supplied hhn 
wltli *n office, a secretary* * 
car and * ehautfeur. 

narte, candlestlck5, kneelere, .evert: grams. 
i a handwrought silver ehalke and 
j a ciborium werenjil made by the 
workers. 

This officially approved and .or­
ganized beginning was im May of 
1935. May 193S—three years later 
—finds results undreamed of 
either by Father BQceadamo- or 
the teisnaunist ogpositiort, 

hoped to do. Although the ecdesb-
astical -authorities' were willing 
and anxious for him to no to 
work, they thought It- hopinj* for 
too much to get .a chaplain in­
side the arsenal. 

In 1952 the pastors bewailed' 
the *bsenee of men in l h e _ 
churches and to parochial ae» 
tivities. 

Today things are" changed; 
many men are a t . Sunday 
Masses; mens* participation Br 
Catholic ' Action Activities Is 
flourishing; the Apostleship of 
Prayer, organized by Father 
Bncadamo innide the., arseti**', 
ttttm^ier %W members with 62 
leaders. The Christian Demo­
cratic labor union, which in 
1933 had 805 card carriers, to-

, day lias mare than 4,QCHJ. * 

damn has his office. However, lie' 
tsr given free movement through­
out ail four. Afthe arsenal ttore 
are about 8,000 civilians. It is a 
t-ity more than a";rnlUtafy base, 
covering about' 3,700 acre**. Real­
ly a city within the city of- Tatan-
to: a 'city which is the^ nerve 
center of Taranto and which 
gives Taranto its prestige as an jdeoio;,*b"al grounds, Father Boe* 
important ' indu-strial center of cadama hws started two eir*.-u-
suuthem Italy. . lating libraries, one frrr the Work-

Whrnncr 
thinking and 

office to hear confessions, He 
celebrates Mass at 1 for the 
workers who must be In the 
shopss at 7i45. From &io 9 he 
receives the workers who call 
at his office. He makes the 
rounds. of the various shops 
from 9 to 12:3d, maintaining 
constant contact with the 
worliers. From 3:30 to 4i30 he 
teaches reQgion in the appren* 

. tire and teehnUyil schools on 
the Arsenal grounds. 

Back in Ids office at 4:S0, 
he handles correspondence and 
rerinests for various kinds of 
assistance up until 6;0D. 
_ In the evenings he goes" to 

^one or another of the outlying: 
villages t o conduct various 
cla-sse* and meetings. On the 
evening* when there Is no Styeh 
meeting, he visits tlie sick and 
the workers' families. 

To coraJbat communism on 

Tather Boecadarno has or­
ganised a 55-piece orchestra 
and chorus arnong the workers. 
Periodically he arranges"'pit* 
gtimages attd tours for the 
workers* farniiies. So far lie 
has Jield two foiu*-'day spirltHi*! , 
retreat* with 80 men partici­
pating in each. There have also 
been 11 overnight weekend re* • 
treats with an average of 400 
participants; ;in each. 

r There 'is aueh an active pro­
gram of religious, social *rtd ed-
ucational functions now going oil 
inside" the arsenal that few work­
ers .have time to bother about 

i communism anymore. 

THIS YEAR ON tfee feast of 
St. Joseph "the Worker, Bishop 
Guglielmo Motolese of Taranto 
administered first Holy Commun-

; ion and"-©onfirmatio» to 230-
' workers, student workerjs nnd 
workers'1 children inside th« 
arsenal • itself. Two years ago,' 
during" the diocesan Eucharfctte 

.Congress In Taranto. His Bmi-
. neme Eugene "Cardinal Tisserartt, 

can influence" the ^ J ^ ^ S a ! ^ f S S ' ^ »f& f ^ ^ P ^ 
fnndurt of the ner- i n t h 0 *,hojP -sc«t,ol5!- T " Pl'A»de Cardinals, celebrated Mass inside 

.. t V ..«^ \ui - iL-t i Li,..t. f° r t i le combined social and re- the arsenal a n d 4.WQ received 
sonne! in^ide-the--arsenal, exerts , , „ , „ , . , l t t f l f»c nf. iho. ,.„rt,OT^-' „ a^e; , a* *w«u *,ww i e w * » « 
i „ infumnrc tm the rfH' t h e " § l ( l u s "J**1? of t h e workers Comimnwm, m a n y of whom h a d 

i T H E PRIEST'S woridoad in-
creased rapidly and he -was com­
pelled fc ask ONAEMO t o pro-. 
vide him with a number of assist- j m i ' , , . „ 
«n*s t» he»n him make feorae can-1 When he arrived in Taranto to 

j tacts outside the arsenal. A dozen j 1953, the internal -commission 
j specially trained workers were 1 (union representatives Inside the j c#are number about 13,000. They 
'supplied to him. Each' worker * $uopsl of the arsenal wms dhid- are employed in four principal 

COJBIF^TSTS INSIDE t h e 

not tw?en to the sacraments In 
20 or 30 years. 

In the- last two years raor* 
than than a thousand crucifixes 

I The entire civilian personnel 
•, entrusted to Father Bor.-adamo's 

^: rriSSo^^u^ «««* *" 
Italy. The communists tecw t l t t e . , t a t l j 0 n i 0 « n t a t n s -
and f*c* did Father Boccadamo 
Their motives'for 
fmvuT vt influence 
er the cau^e **l the communist - - — . . . 
revolution; Ms"to«ve«*ute. means of speech rallies and meet- in every shop and u f i » oa ' t te 

i infis held during the lunch hour. 1 ba«,e. These were to replace th« 
Father Borcadomo's day be- ITypicatty, the quiet. Jesuit rend-j crucifixes which were gathered 

gins at 6:30 a.m. as he enter* ' " *~ """* —J ^ ," t- iV-
the arsenal and goes to his 

\ i "mf iT1i* thi<s ^ ,v^.H.**y ^ ^ a * > * ^ ^*-i»r5*j^*^ t » r uuui ^,»u<4 « M W M A M , H M M V M H K A 

was to 'furth a r s C T S a l I o r a whWe syeceeded in have been m a d e hy t h e workers 
***ftTnmtmtst' opposing F a t h e r Bwcadamo b y themselves and have been placed 

jerVd t t is tac t ic "powerless with a | up in 1945 and thrown into t h t 
I doubleWdged program* He organ-: sea. 
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iley's SEALY STARTS YOUR SUMMER 

COMFORTABLY. -ATLCOjTAGE -OR HOME 

V-: 

SEilLY MAPLE-. TVriMT BED OUTFITS 
You get two line finished beds wi th 'two firm Ssoly innerspring 
mattresses ond<2 malching box springs. These h a v e the.oxitstanaing-. 
quality Spaly is famous ior, Will sleep two people i | t comlort. 
Sibley's Slumber Shop) Fifth Floor a n d Newark. » ' 

2-bed ouliit-ttsucdiy 199.91 

.159.95 
complett ... % 

$mx MuBAY ^PTBESS^OA MATCHEDS0 J ^ J S S E S M 

:ihi3.fina'-"S0aJy niWtfesi glvesTrtie-Bctlctncfe f&m. suppQjrt to l$t your back; 

really rest v/hilt- y o u i leep. Pre-Built borders resist weor, defy «dge-o£-

Jhe-bed sitters \o b reak down its firmness. "Open Air" vents let the mat-

bress "breathe." Take « good look at your old spring a n d mattress . , . 

If there'p 0; sag In the middle, a slope to the sides, if it'i full of lumps 

cnid bumps , It's time to re-outilt your bed wi th Sealy's Delrqy box springr 

and rhcittress, Use our Convenient Budget Account, n o down payment, 

lake month* to p a y . Sibley'* Slumber Shop, Fifth Floor a n d Newark. 

34.88- ' 
each,-twin or lull size 

usually 49.50 

.r - 1 

J 

rhis conibinati'ori divan and eoriify bed is ideal for den, s'rheill 
opartrnent ot living room. Smartly designed'wiih drhJGCtivei long-

', w'saring plaid cover, it is 30" wide.. Set consists of matching box 
. $pfln<i a n d m e t r e s * ' w i t h $'(sturdy l^s . . ;_Sibfey'K Sl-uraber Shop, 
.- f l i | t Ipsof, and: Newark..' , . . ' • • ' 

usually 69.50 

49.95 
«omplei» 

PHQNE^OUR ORDER DEPARTMENT — HAit)il irt ^ 0 & <^4 
" • • ow-
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