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JOSEPH 
v-

Priests hive been heisardto xesuvlr after blessing * S& 
Cfejostopte-er -««? w«dat ^Ctfo Messing doestft vvojrk ovesr -80'. »*Hs Jesus Kose 

%m hvMsow ikebtoay received * dottbie set Iack f& 
fecenMayg, - - ' • • ' " 

•A Sf„ Christopher medal on the Yaitpard aatellitf 
Is currently orbiting wound t h e world lit a. speM «J 
tSsOfft hUtos an ftour, *»« a Wastiington Episcopal rector 
titeundered his anathema sgainst tWsWatatttsaperstttion* 

\liet&er'or not Sfc. Christopher's powerful prayer* 
actually lifted #»e Yarjgcwmi satellite to its globe girdlittf 
coarse after two pluvious medaHess attetopts had'failed 
is a'qtteslSefo we will w i t for Judgment day to answer, 

FOR 1HE SA3CB OF IffiE RECOB0 it msU be well 
to" xemiiid our readers that the orbiting medal depicts fixe 
famous Sfc Christopher toeaJing the Christ Child across * 
taribulent stream. The name Christopher in its .Greek opgj 
Bal weaas *<ChrIsfe-lieareriin ., " ' " • _ _ 
• • Jmi also for -the ssfce of tt» record i t might be well'to 
remind our friend the rector iti Washington tliat our com-
fcry^fiS'tBssoVarecl by a man who had the famous saint* 
XU83M3 tor l»fe-wnwChristopher Columbus. 

c^Iie intrepid w«g«?r mis «Oso devout and had the 
cretss of Cia5st! raised on ttie shores of the New world on 
that eventf*tf October I2i3i afternoon in 1492. . 

We saw no newspaper reports about the sermon fa 
Washington on tfcte Sunday flfter the Russian's launched 
their d&jHbearfnjr spatnBc We doubt however, that the 
rector voiced any objection to that, 
• IT SEEMS S1RANQE, doestrtit, that the reverend 

gestQem® gives i3m obvious impression that he prefers « 
.doK:bearertoa:CJwist-beajer? • 

We're "sure he didn't mean to give tha*t impression b«fc 
It show& the piekle pppte get mto when this separation of 
ehwreo and- state Lettish yets into your system. 

~ Meantime, despite the xwtac** pulpit blast, St. Cteisto-
pher and tiie Christ QM medal i s still m orbit a t super
sonic 'speed. 

Holy 

Week 

Byrfg 

Andife*priest*'advice Ssstill true for asearth bound 

.'«L That's lotto of tab and drying ,yw* taiaw 

f / ' 

Late Shwkr 
Wi iyropithii» -with •datort of CathoBc »t f tdn* i wbft 

mmt *tsx&i for Iixterestingr muteial.to M their ptfw. Xfc 
li # « y to S M that aom« of the bri«htest copy, not to »•&-
tion tome e l th§ wc«tti$8fe pictures, lies oat iailollywood or 
on 3Brt»dw«y or tmt Vegas. 

But pluylnr w» tt» "CithoHc MfJf'* la txUt\m*x& 
fMtom oa thi panmuiUfeiMi of ifa* latortaiiimtiit wotE Jte 
tric*r buafceal, H o n thita one editor to* bid bli «IAO&& 
CufiiouV' isloirup irf|hti» fciitok-«tilaed face. Sabt«<}ttfat 
erofoarrswrnrot *H around. 

Thl fdea that th» Cb«»cb k aofnihoir jrlorifitd bectua* 
Jt tSMlmlhm alleftoicrof * tdp-raaMnf: baxooka player or a 
IeaSang ttwcmbo daaacif. is r«iliy- mtht* feeble apologetica 
anjmray, We doubt i^itftllrinMifcatecWimw. 

IbVt leave tbt* poor *ntertainew peacefully fa the 
pew*, taldnif their «3jAnces on cantmS»Hon with the rest of 
u* — after the final curtails, . 

—Indianapoli Catitolift and Record 

SERMONETTE 
MWhme Th*r* It De^pajf~ifo|»ew -

' t>esjp*lr 'i« a fri|htiw»iai woiA OrdiBtrtJy we usfrlh* 
fWrf « d F to the extreme, Jt doearo't come **itty into our 
ftonversattow. We *J»y IWay Irohi it" because e l its' ffaaflty* 

Tht word conjares up t»U\ tes*^*f in our trtind .*,«tfe 
«amioWiig pistol d«tche4 i a th« lifeXeit hand i t the «W«.fiL. 

the itfld blading «orp*e, #-.«th« doctor * t 
th« b«d»ld« Itf retfully jthaMnf hlf he«d M 
fie holda thi empty «le«plnf pttt feotOe in. 
Ills hiraai, . . » the acene of a crastetf tttftor 
s ing ing from m tree with * baiter ti iht 
about Ms nefck. He had $etr*y«l the Son 
•of God for thirty pieces of; stiver* 

.-• V.es» dfspait^tsJiDiSlfeit it» irapBeathWA 
I t 3s syittoxnou* with suiddat 

• Hope is the -virtue antcl despair is ihe 
"vice, As the virtsae admits of varying de-
gtm, aw tire vice, St. Prahcls was* hot"" 

talking al deij«ir in the «*tf«me. 

His ia«{glit.i|ita hUnxan. iiataiESe Svawed him the devfl 
\c43tild be «ver bitsj? drivlns his wedge of aesparation into the 
pattern <*f our daily liws*. Deipair,. he Knew, could best be 
csitwed by. the e m s * word, ths feapift joofc the uncharitable 
imniendo.,' ' ' , ' 

A headache or a hangover,, , . a ruifled temper allowed 
to bs projected ca» aiuittlplF itself a thousand times in the 
ceurse of & day. ConveMy * smite, a.pat on th« haokf tjie 
exBjaH^ recogiiiti^n of, a $ob well 4oiBr can-hecorte cofe.^ 
tagldK 5^*1, ripple Itself tot in ev^ry iteeistaoirTWtU'it ht^M& 
•tta»hSrd:.To^'Sh^Pe«;of:al^«^ptan<^,.'',, .';/...'>.^_-'" , , . , ' . 

iili too? often <3<o we sK &Mk and /Walt for the opj^rtMi^f 
of doiHg- the hlg a&fags, s & fraacfas knew-.<hat most ofus". 
would never/have- the. oi*]£jortan% « i doitijr %-things. I* • 

' w^tfld be the- fieettsswhtflori ©ithe e\*ery""daj*- iltde'acta Wat 
wmlA aad-uptd tftteWg min^s'ttt t h e average Klfe.' ' .<- •,. 

,,..,;. Will yott- do ajsythitjf;^o.-dlSpett the desparafloit s o w fe?-"' 
&e.devl l?:-€ertaialy--Jou:- l^ve' 'k€^^ 
^o^thehl^ apporp&ilty' ., ;_• ,;,• 

••.";» ' . ^ t ffee'.prayer-^ ^f;gL Ssanei*"ai^mean-it; '••o, to rd , " 
:^e^ttofetie-fede^airrhet|> W6;*'iet -m? »sw.a little seed o f 
lidpe," 

I cannot go through Holy 
Week without feeling a deep 
anger. I-am lost in admiration 

and adoration, 
•because Christ 
went to .tiie 
c r o s s f o r 
truth and lot 
lows of Bits 
creatures and • 
f e l l o w . 
men. But the 
d a y s before 
Easter^reroind 
me also of 

t h e blackest 
falsehoods ever uttered* 

1 am a newspaperman, and 
I hate malicious lies with a 
grinding hatred. In Ipsser 
measure, I detest oven the mfe« 
representations that are the 
result of carelessness hi get
ting and writing the news. A 
newsman has n& right to take 
his work lightly. 

No more Ignorant remark is 
possible than to say that the 
Bible is not history; that there 

. is B?r-p?@©f thst i?hstet ipr^t 
taught, worked miracles, s a t 
fered and died. Only an appal. 
Jtogiy trivial maid can produce 
tuch nonsense. 

Site Gofpels are the swpreipi, 
/jttofel of jfcceuracy ia report-
Jtaf, mnd of x«stralne4 objeetlv. 
iff' ta exftessioju 

Judas was dicl«!fpi; Judas 
was avaricious; Judas was a 
traitor. Bat those who manipu
lated Ju3*t — used hire and 
threw him asBe er.ee he has; 
•wsrsed their cruel purpose— 
these were the cold, eaktdatirtg 
•elf^seekers* the graders for 
power,, the deliberate' murder, 
ers oi truth. 

HmtthevT'lell*. w» how this 
ifrif* br««4 ('(or the ilevti t i » 
Iter «uWt Hwe tether of lies) as* 

i 1R the court of C«lph*S 
"Hwwe pk>tt«d to fcring: 
falo their, power hy «HV 

•fair, Mkdl put Biro to death. 
T«t «*y *UU Mid, Not on the 
.*»jr «C ike fe*st» or perhap 
tiMT* KfK- he «n-«pro«r jwaonf 

What a tumult there would 
have been, had the people un
derstood what was? afoot But 
the Mars Mded their time, like 
makes waiting to strike, while 
they schemed to destroy CftrM, 
and in so doing to betray their 
own- nation -and its divtootais-
•ion™the mission which it was 
their chief duty to protect and . 
to prosper* 

WMKK BAKXKESS tell, 
4h*y aeatapIdiersL.aBd a mhhlw 
to aefafe their victim and brlnit 
M m before the couneii of chief 
pri«*ti and elders. And "all the 
council tried to find false te#ti> 
•mony against Jesus , . . But 
they could find none , * , At 
law two iabe accusers came 
forward who declared, This 

- man #*& 1 have po\vertirde^ 
itroy the temple of God and 
raise it again in three days." 

a'fae resurrection of %im$ 
Christ Is the keystone trtith 
Of Ohristimdfy% 

St. Paul.sdimts this eon* 
s6Q«ence» îf Christ ha* not 
r i s e n * vain then is s i t r 
preaching, vaia too is your 
faith, , . ,U wltbthfe life' 
only irr view we hftv© bad 
hope fn' Christ, we are of 
all men the most to *be 
pitied." (1 Corinthian* IS: 
14 and W.) 

IF CHiBiST stayed dead aft* 
er His cruciMon He would 
have beea the world'* raoit 
Spectacular 'failure, 

Ws claims to • divinity, Btt 
preaching and miracles, His life 
«f virtue would all have seen 
rn?trayed fey His final deleat In 
<!eath. 

Our I*ord fllnaself slaked 
erwylfifos ffe $aid or did on 
th» fact tliai He weald «fra» 
Jfpoin (he s>av«. 

"An evil and ad ulferous gen. 
erafion demands a sign," Jesus 
once told the Scwbes and Pari-
sfvs, "and no s'ga shall be giv. 
fa it hut tfte sign 01 Jonas the 

»prophet For even as Jonas 
was ia its*: belly" "of the fish 
threo daj-s and three nighty so 
wUl the Sea of Man be three 
dayji •3E%three vigtm fo the 
h?art pf Tk$* earth.** < Matthew 

rii this predicted sign did not 
!"£e piae?, the w&oja G®$p<& 
hiessago vroald coEapse. 
• >So Jesits had t o rise Jttam 

/ths- dead—to prove His claims, 
J as also to continue His work. 

JjrfAWER-H»IRY ATWHL 

VIII-Table And *Tomb 

tomb, 

, • •• j 

fbe altar of every Catholic CMxch Is a table and 1 , 
b. < 

It is a table because the ceremony of I3ie Mass dom ? 

at tbe attar enacts th& Last Supper of our IiOrd» ; 
Tiie altar h also a tomb becaoss it eonfeains tbe relict 

of saints. 

Be lias risen tv* 
eher» wise iNswiWecsui 
<8%t* awtter n€ fa«* 
Uo«s with, Hwj *n?R*t 
Easter twontikj; w*s 
utterly w33ki* every « 

fj* ra»" 
'certairs 

Infuriated by Christ's silence, 
the chiei priest at last cast 
aside all caution, and uttered a 
question that is l ike an earth* 
quakes • "I adjure thee by the 
living God to tell us whether 
thou ai t the Christ, the Son of 
God?" Jestia answered, "Thy 
own Up* have said it And 
moreover 2 tell you this—you 
will see the Son of Man again, 
when he is seated at the right 
hand of God's, power, and 
cornea en the clouds of heav-

- e a , " - • •• 

• "At this, the high priest tore 
hi* garment*, and said, He has 
blasphemed . . /What is your 
finding*? And they answered, 

• .'Eh© penalty I* .deatht" 

What a re In* Carts which 
convince Christians'that Jestti 
did come back to llfet 

On the first Easter Sunday, 
at the first glimmer of dawn, 
a violent earthquake rocked the 
s e p u i c h e r where the dead 
Osrist hadt been buried. Ht 
came frona the tomb without 
breaking the seals aet there at 
Pilate's order. Aa angel, da* 
sling white, rollea the wheel-
like stone from the hip high 
entrance way leading to the 
burial vault of the eaye. 

The trembling earth and re
splendent angel, would have 
boon enough f0 terrify even 
•the boldest of Roman toldlewu 
bat when theyamw We tomb 
was emp^* they i«er«.-irozeit 
with fear and became "«» dead' 
.men/- (Bfatthew 28:4.) 

As they r e c o v e r e d from 
shock they fled to the city, 
found the "Jewish priest* and 
told their incredible story, At 
a hastily summoned session of 

"the Council, the chief priest*-
decided to bribe Uhe guards to 

-say that while they slept—a 
crime punishable fey death ac* 
cording to Roman law-Jesus'. 
.disciples-stole the Body, 

*he exettse was a ridiculous * 
lie for i t the gruard* were 
asleep" how couldt they know 
who earrfea oft 4lie body, mid 
if they were not aaieep wfcy 
drd limy fall to a4op the rob» 
bery? Bad! M U was, the ex-
mse was the beat thlt tmM . 
be invenifed in the orient haatr 
of tiie moment and a *uIHM« 
crowd irtob, will believe a«y< 
thins* anyway. 

"Hiegoawte"-ware still not sat
isfied. "Wfiat-abotrt Pikteuand 
the Roman penalty lor aleep 
ing on duty, the chief priests 
had the answer • to- that prob
lem too and it wffis the-same as 
for the guards — cash, cold 
cash. Pilate had his price and 
the priests woula make fee 
payment, 

, The'ah.sja.rd.Tiate-apread l « t 
bicWired. !ihe patent lie la on*, 
of the best proof* that the 
dead Christ came back to life. 

All »iour GScspdi «• 
port the fact that 
woaien'* were at the * 
details us to the krmt»r_<d 
woaan, the time ihfg «£:«*« 
and who they wv»re a t e sat too? 
clear. &m a casiiil reading of 
the fear accounts shows that 
there wae several women w?ho 
came in separate groups at 
different hota-s but they «ili 
saw one undeniaMa and uaex-
plainable fact — the tomb W*» 
empty. 

SLAB*' aiAGDAl^KB waa 
one of the first to arrive, just 
as the first light of dawn be
gan to banish the darknbis 01 
night She saw the stone roll
ed back and the vacant grave. 

Guards were gone, and the 
angel apparently gone too for 
ao mention is a n a s of him. 

The Magdalene shot back to 
the city to report t o 'hi ap;** 
tlea Peter and John. "They 
have "taken Hie JLard out of the 
tomb and w« know not where 
they hav# laid Him." Ueim 
20:21. She thus iar did not sus
pect the treipendoos fact of 
the resurrecttlon bttt suspect
ed that the guards or warder
ing thieves had broken into 
the tomb to desecrate the dead. 

r-TKt <*TM0lfC 

jntJUek> 
•rncut imihpi i *t \2fm t«t»(mt andu 

Vol. m No. 2 7 •Friday, April 4 ,19^8 
MOST BEV, JAJVIES B , KfiABJ'TEi', tt.D., President 

Pad!W«« rttrj W«I*J h> the K«fliwf*T C«tli«l!r t>rtm *«»ri««o». 
mxw OFJPJtCB W1U. .. IS Scl» aifc-BAhr itili—RathtUn i, « , T. 
AVBlnlN OFFKJK _ , . <* 0 t , n f A , . . , ^ ^ t4lU 

at r«i»imi «na*t th. Kt* la f̂ «r»«. «* M*r«k * tat. •mS^* 

/ OuWf***.«/««44ri0n»trt^MJ» • 

. , mom- M&m .'washed • h i b * 
harjds;at ehrlsfs blood, the de
ceivers uttered eae of the most ' 

. terrible, sentences '.in'.all. litera
tureJ "MS hlood be upoa us 
ahd Upon our children," And 

:'tfiey called down ike irony of 
;GM upon themseives by cry- • 
_."i«t*:J^*:"3h>v*,.^;ldhR-.4»u*.'. 
/CSaesar^ ->mm the' heart-kop-'. 

• ping tragedy movedteexorably ' 
' * * • • - . _ ' • ' 

Christ was put to death, and" 
the iatoEierst sealed hfs tomb 
and set soldiers to Watch- i t 
After he had returned to life 
and emerged -in glory, the 
guards hastened to tell the 
chief priests. 

Then followed the ultimate, 
lie. The deceivers "offered a 
rich bribe to the soldiers,' l e t 
this, they said, be your taler 
His disciples came by night 
and stole Him away, while we 
were asleep . " . . " 

Xt is no wonder that one can
not, go through Holy Week 
without feeling deep anger, 
mingled 'with bottomless sor
row fci those whom the de-
<i£var*%K*iY«& 

I t is true* the Stttard* did 'not-
-isee Christ fiimseii^ •". ' * 

• • All they saW Was theeiitpty" 
fomh,. The risen Saviour did 
not show BSmself to eyes -un
worthy o t t h e Vision. St, Peter 
later said, "God %ho raised 
Jesus ;from the dead oa the' 
ihM;dayj^WAoi^ve: i f im to., 
manifest Iffimseif to-aii'the peO-
pleybuttd; witnesses torechds-.' 
- ea by Goa?'* .am idtpi 4i.) 
. Q u i t e ofcislously, the blessed 
VIcgin Mary wa* first to re
ceive this favor. Scripture, It 
is true, makes no mention of 
such an episode bat St, Ignati
us, one of the earliest Christi
an writers?, says the dospels. 
suppose we are endowed with 
Intelligence! i • 

Certainly the Virgin Mary 
was closest to the heart of her 
Son at the incarnation, nativ
ity, and in the bitter hours of 
His passloja, Xf Mary did not 
choose to reveal the apparition 
•on Easter iov the Gospel writ- . 
ers to record it is because as 
at Christ ies she kepi this 
mystery to ponder it "ia her 

-hear t " (Luke 2; 5JJ • 

The coming* andkgolni* of 
jhe^holf woewtt a t the ietwl-

PEtm AKD JOHN ran 
v througli tiie still sleepy city 
* along the fifteen minute rout* 

to the wpuleher. 
Peter was the first to enter, 

followed by John, 

They noted that the shroUd" 
. and Winding: bands and the 

napkin used to cover the face 
were neatly folded and placed 

• aside in the corner^ They knew 
Mary Magdalene was mistaken. 
This was not the work of dese
cration. This was the work of 
God. And John, we are told* 
was the iirst to believe hi* 
Master Was risen. 

.Then in quick succession 
come the apparitions to-those 
"foreehosen by God." ,&I*ry 
Magdalene back/ at the jtomh 
sat there Weeping stilt hot be-, 
lieving. Through her tears she 
saw our 3QJrd but did not, 
recognize Him unfii He spoke' 
her name, "Mary," The familiar 
voice woke, her t e t h e reality 

•that.He.Vvas alive. . •>*" '• 

*r"~A*' _ •*' • 
AT APffi^xiaiAacEty this 

.: sarae aioaaettti two' disciple* t>t 
our.-LoVo* who were ia Jertt* 
salem. for th;e Pas^pver feast 

:* se t ' Out' oa their horneward' 
.loytSiey -towa f̂f '!E|htea'Us>'>They;. 
already heard..the rSfraorsffuzz*" 
ifig; •'thrbugh the city; that the 
totab was-etopty -md-they dis> 
cussed, file possibMltfe^ % their", 
trek" bacfe'Jhbro'e. ' ; ' 

Many other pilgrims to the 
Holy City were on t h e road to 
their homes too and one travel- , 
er joined the pair for compan-

t lonship, Thpy did not recognize 
' that t h e ' i r companion was 
Jeaas. They told Him of the 

jnewi, 'as if He were a total 
atrartgefi and their 'hopes .that 
tola Jesus of Nazareth was tit* 
promised Saviour, ' ; >* -

"Q .undiacernlrtg spirits and 
hearts- stow to believe what 
the prophets have apokeni" 

~ Jesras -said to them. "Was i t 
not necessary that the Christ 
Should suffer to enter into His 
gldry?" (Luke ?4:&5)^ 

j., "Arioniten Ha pieced together 
th* propheci** front Mow* 

o 

a s He said, (Matthew 28:6) 
down to; toe most r?ci?at in
spired s«tt« to explain the role 
of the mssit®. 

1!WJ lesson was dono and 
tlwlr l»!*art» stirred with faith 
*ueh «a .can come only from 
th# clear truth of God and 
there ftfjtore them was Eat-
rssaas, the end of their joorney, 

"Stfy with ui,»* they Invited 
fee Stranger "for it grows late 
and evening is at hand* 

There at the table t h e i r 
Guest blessed and broke the 
bread and at last they recog-
nhed Htm but He vanished 
fronft their sight *Luke 24£31) 

T h»e y raced back to Jeru\ 
aalera to tell their story to 
t i t apostle** but they too had 
already seen the Lord. 

WBfc W>»» appeared to the 
apostle* that evening while 
the Erasmus disciples were on 
the return trip to the Holy 
City. The apostles had bolted 
the doors and windows and 
wen* waiting, just waiting. Be
fore the Holy Spirit came to 
them on Pentecost, we should 
rcmeittoer. the apostles gave 
little evidence of heroic cour
age. 

On subsequent days our 
Lord appeared again to the 
apostles, including thr doubt-
fcarTftomas, and up in Galilee 
to more than five hundred 
disciples. There Is also the 
carefully recorded omversa-
our Lord held with Peter 
when Jesus entrusted His flock 

-to the care of the first Pone. 
(John 2Ui547) 

The final apparition oeeurrcd" 
ierty- days -after Easter* now 
marked as the feast oi the As
cension when our Lord gave 
Bis final instructions and 
farewell blessing. 

It Was not just to console 
His f r i e n d s nor only lo 
strengthen their faith that 
Jesus talked and walked and 
ate with them. He cattle^Jback 
from the xmve but He did hot 
eome empty handed. 

, .During the forty days fol
lowing Hia resurrection, He 
came with- the gifts and com
mands t6 perpetuate His Work 
through the centuries and to 
launch His Church on its sure"" 
course across-the troubled sea 
••of.-history, '.-.' \ . '» • 

Viewing Ws lite today from 
the Vantage point of nearly 
twenty centuries .We"can be-
JfeVe *<to the firmest. tedfh 
that Jeaus aid Indeed rise from 
tha dead aM that In His pwa 
fthfotta..;-way •He-,fcas/ kept Bis. 

JfiriaTpramtee,:"! ant-with -yoit 
;.*il.\day* even- iMtd--,.t!!e.„£«n<-
: srttinmation of the worlds (Mat-
,thew28St2.0) ' ' ' •'" **' •'• 

Sceptics 

• One evening the phohe rang 
in the home of John S, Burke, 
head of B. Altaian & Co., and 
at that time trustee of Catho
lic Charities In Hew York. Mia, 

Burke answered, 

A slightly apologetic voice 
aaid, "This is Cardinal Spell-
man." . > .-

Taken momentarily off guard, 
Mrs, Bufcke exclaimed, "I can't 
believe 1{!" and was immerii. 
alcly tongue-tied with embar
rassment. 

There waa a short pause, and 
then th£ cardinal said; "tfetther 
can X, *om*tim«a." 

In the near twenty centuries 
since Je*ua Christ said the 
•Orst Mass at the Last Supper 
the size anft style of altars have 
varied tout every altar has re
tained this double role of table 
and torab, 

'-CHURCH LAWS today re
quire that an altar used for 
Mass niiwt have some essential 
Sumishtags, Additional decora
tions are left to the taste and 
prefcrcacedf i the priest and 
people, J \f j 7 

first m$ foremost, every 
altar most be1 made of stone. 

When the whole altar cannot 
be stone* at least a sataB stone 
slab about a foot square and 
an inch Jhtck—caJle! the altar 
stone>-is toserted in/ the wood
en table top just to front of 
the tabernacle. >'/. 

' Hollowed out in the atone it 
aa inch round cavity in which 
are placed the relics of aainti. 

THK TABERNACLE occu
pies « central position on the 
*ltaR It is the House of God 
where Christ dwell**to wcl* 
come His faithful not only at 
the time "of Mass but through
out the other hours of the day 
as welt Church laws are very 
detailed and specific concern
ing the safe custody of the 
Blessed Sacrament, 

There are no prescribed 
dimension* for the tabernacle 
except i t Is to be covered oh, 
*H sides with a veil. 

The altar is to be covered 
with three linen cloths, a re
minder that the Maaa la a 
Sanqnet and also to recall the 
lln«t band* In whkh oar Lord 
was wrapped for His burial. 

A frontal cloth, caKed an an« 
topcnd^^^,|^r*^r«d'*y 
r i t u a i i a w r t u r i e w Ahtericatf 
churches observe the custom. 
Ordinarily We frontal should 

jnateh the priest** vestments. 

The main altar of a cathe
dral and aH altars where the 
Blessed Sacrament Is reserved 
must ..also have a canopy* 
either supported by four posts 
or extending out from the back 
\valt- — 

The alter Is to be elevated 
hy one or more steps, usually 
three. There is no symbolism 
raeant In this. The steps just 
put the altar up higher so the 
people can see ihs Mass ritual 
better. 

Every altar must also have 
» era"**, either standing on the 
altar or hanging on the wail 
belimdr This, of course, is * 
constant reminder that the 
sacrifice bf the Bias* is the 
same sacrifice our : Saviour 
offered on toe C*o#s, 

Although we today take the 
crucifix for granted it U one 
of the most recent addittoas to 
the altar's* furnishings. Even 
to the sixteenth century there 
were stHI altars without.cross
es. And.today the law requires' 
a. .crust, not & -eMcifix . ' ' 

fiarly Clttisttaiw, often eye 
witnesses of the horrible tor
ture of emcifbcfon, made, their 
crosses -symbols of life rather 

, thftft.deailv Crosses were Jewel-' 
, ' 4 decorated \vitli embtews or 
.. , ^ th^ to t : JUM^-Jniiialiit-^h- ;-

•not tha first .letter* of the 
nm$ Jesus Chrisfe 

About the sixth century, fig. 
ores of our Lord were added 
to these crosses but He was 
represented as alive, not dead 
He was shown robed and wear-
ing a crown as a king. 

When the Crusaders came 
back fwan their battles In the 
Holy Land they brought the 

• memory of the sacred .places 
where our Lord 'suffered and 
died. Artists then began to de-
aign croases showing the cru-
<9fttf ana-agonista* Christ-
and that Is the; style we know 
*o well today. o w 

An altar mast alao have 
candlesticks with b e e s w a x 

TMs is the last in * 
series of articles explain
ing the history and «r#-
monies of the Holy Sacrliioi 
6| the Siass. 

people who serve Christ with 
the spiritual flame of trut oV 
vottoa, , 

Two 'candle* ai 
Jiass; tour may 
tow S i t e i* aj 
large auntoer 
candle* bum fie; 
twelve for 
for Forty Ho' 

tofjoir 
u»ediftiHs 
tided, by a 
;P«opto. Six 

, ;*»gh « j ^ 
ictlon, twtaty 

Christ who 5 ™ SZ- miett «** *«*• m<*L**%£ 
light of the World" 'L^S^^mtnmw] "*-»» »i(l *** *5 
also ^p rmi lh /cbSS » *»• «* *0JW««'rf 

Card* eautaijnuif pwjtra 
from ti^i mmam alto- plicai 
on the altar/when a pita* 
(not & bishop? 'sayt Mass. CWy 
one card, the center one-, i| **» 
quiml although the side card* 
are ased Just about evey. 
where. 

The* Missal to the large took 
which has all the prayers *»*" 
ritual directions for the hum 
Cereptony, 

Flowers are permitted and * 
even encouraged on feast dtp* 
hflt they should not turn th* 
altar Into a flower show. *n*r . 
*« to decorate, not drown," thi 
altar. Flowers may not bt 
placed before the 'tabemide • 
door where the Blessed Sacra-
flient Is kept 

,5005 HISTOBV of the iHar 
through the ceaturtoS shows 
that If has been round, $f^a%-

-oblong, wood, metal, and stone* 
Por nearly a U*m**i ym* 

tiie altar stood oat ftoro OMT 
Wdi of th« charch so sae pri*H.„ 
Mtd 3f«ss factog- toe people, 
jiist MS the £ope sUH does at 
St, Peter's in Borne. 

The reason for the eppoihi 
practice today dates back fa 
the tenth century when s*rtet 
churches "oTjean. attractbJt 
large number* of pJIgrimi — 
like Canterbury in England* 
Cologne in Germany, 

The bodies of -sator* Were 
^iiilfSnrom their burial "pluee* 

and put In ornate reliojuirie*, 
above and behind the shrine 
church's altar. Devotion to the 
saint swelled into prominence, 
and the relics became me torn 
of attention—even to Vhe ex« 
tent that the priest .faced the 
relies instead of the- people 
during Mass. ..... • 

Other churches which Codld 
not boast of some famous relic* 
aMbstituted pfctatre* and statues 
of the saints to elaborate baefc-
drops—again calling attentloB 
away from the altarr: 

, This .trend reached i ts eli* 
MX- during ms Henalssime* , 
period whea the altar, was . 

.dwarfed by the monumental 
decorations behind It. Also add-
•edhr-^te altar about this' time 
tvoxe the gradiricaor-atopsoa- . 
tm altar^ to% hold'toor®;.candle* '•• 

• sticks' and ^uttiptlouii' fJower ' 
mmgemmiSi -• 

Boring toe j«st fifty yeari 
there has fiseit * trchd back to 

. the' .ahnpier>i&tft,:.:, .;•••'. 

* j ^ i ^ ^ " 4 t e : ^ g S ( i r r ; d M g » i .'. 
-ingetoarehertoiocarattontloft- -
.on .the iltar. 'Tfte Chutreh'» *"• '• 
•wise Mother and. do** .not push :. 
ift eitrier aireotion. There, i*' 
ronai for those %vfto prefer «»• 
ornate altar xind room for those 
who prefer a" plaih altarr 

W important thing, to re
member is that the Catholic 
altar i s the table of the Lord 
and t he tomb of -His saint?, 

At every altar at every Mass 
thev people of Ood accomplish 
tlwt tremendous mystery of 
giving worship to God and re
ceiving- His grace for their 
souls,, 

The ailtor is the symJw! Ihs] 
God is* wijlulfi* people *"« 
tlwy a*e With Him. Tha a'W 
i« proof that Christian* »te* 
iwwty centurfe* have «ot to** 

I 


