+al, Theb's nnion of chireh and driving you kngw;;.

! w Il |

mumt search for interesting material fo

it elaims-the allegisnces
Texéling dancer

___ Priests hitve betn heard (o remuk after blessing s Sk
.. Christopher ooy raedal, ““The blessing doesn’t work over 60
“ milesahouwn” ¢ _

Their humorcus theology received & double met back in

" pecentdays.

A §t. Chyistopher medi] on -the ‘?‘angnaf& satellite
is currently nrhgﬁgng arcunyd the world at & speed of

-7 185000 miYes an Brour, mxd a Washington Episcopal rector

thundered his anathems against this blatant superstition.
Whether or mot St. OChristopher's powerful prayers

" getually Yifted the Vanguard satellite to its globe girdling
eomrse nfter o previoas medal-less attempts had failed
is a'question wa will wiit for judgment day to answer,

* FOR THE SAKE 0¥ THE RECORD it might be well
to” remind our readers that the oxbiting medal depicts the
farnous St. Christopher bearing the Christ Child across &

‘turbulent strem. The name Christopher in its Greck origi  \

pat means *Christ=hearers™

" And alse for the ske of the yecord it mié,rhi be well to
rernind oux friend the rector in Washington that our coun-
tro-was-discovered by 2 man who had the famous saint’s
name for ks own—Christopher Columbus.

The intrepid -voyager was slso devout and had the |
eress gf {Zhﬁsg raised oga the shores of the New World on
that eventful Octoler 12th -afterncon in 1492, .

_* We saw 10 mewspaper reparts about the sermon in
Washington on the Sungay after the Russian’s launched

' their dog-bearing spuinik. We doubt, however, that the
" yector voieed any ebjection tothat.

IT SEEMS STRANGE, doesn't.it, that the reverend
gemytlenten gives the obviouns impression that he prefers 2

_dogr-hearer to aChrist-hearer? -

We're sure he didn't menn to givé thdt impression but
it shows the plelde people et into when this separation of
church and- state fettish gets inte your system,

" Meantzme, despite the recor’s pulpit blast, St. Christo-
pher and the Christ Child medal 3s still in orbit at super-
somdespeed. - e

And-the priests’ advice 4 'still trye for us earth bound
cwatnr%;SQ%o, e ully:  stay out-of the rec«
tor’s way, ke migh® object: to your St, Christopher car med-

|

i
i

Wa athize with editors of Catholic magsxines who
ek | fill their pages. 1E
is masy to see that some of the brightest copy, not to men~
tiorx sanie of the mtﬁub pictures, lies out in Hollywood or
on Broddway or Lax Vegms. :

But playing up ﬁ“n sCatholie angle™ In articles and

tricky husiness, More then oe edifor has had hix “model

- Gatholie” blow up xight in it ink-atalned face. Subsequent

embarrsssment all arou

The fdes that the Charch s somshow glorified becauss
* topranking bazooka player or &

g mambo . rlly. rather feeble spologetics

xnyway, We doubt 12 it sells many catechisms.

Iat's leave the poor enterisiners peacefully in the

pews, taking: their chances om ¢anonization with the rest of
us — afier the final surt;i;n Y.

—Tndimapolis Catholic and Record

I cultured by the crosswore, the harah ook, the uncharitible
- mmuendo. ‘ o L B .

© vourse of & day, Conversly & smile, a.pat on the back, the -
T éxn:iseg,ﬂ recognition of & Job well Jdohe can~become co
" tagiot,

I for the big opportemtly, . ‘
cf e Sy the Prayer of St. Franels and mean it “O, Lord,  §
| "'miﬁtm‘?@ﬁd?&wm hefp ame~let me sow & lttle Seed of "

'SERMONETTE |

_ “Wheere Q'm: I De:pairéﬁm”
" Desptlt ix 2 fighteniny word, Ordinarily we usé the
weord only in the exteme, It doesn't come ensily into our
conversation. We shy aay’ Trom it because of s finality,

The word conftres up fatl bmages In our mind ., , the |
srmoking pistol clretchied Txx the lifehess hand at thé slde ot |
. the s bleding corpse, ... . the doctor xt
fie ol the empty sleeping pill ottle In. |
his harsd, ... the scene of & craxed traltor
swinging fiom & iree with & haiter tight -
abgut Bais netls. Xde had Betrayed the Son
- "of God “for thirty pieces of silver. T |
- o Yes, despaiiis final fn Its implications,
" Itlsyynomis with suicldal.
Hope is the virfue and despair Is the
1 vice, As the virtue admits of varying de-
o T mvees, so {lie vice, St Francds was not |
taikiog af despalr in the exireme. . ,
His insight Into human naturé warned him ‘the devil
would be ever bitsy driving his wedge of desparation into the
pocttern of our daily lives. Despalr, . he knew, could best be -

A headiache or a hangovet, .. . = ruffled temper allowed
.l b2 projected cars nultiply Iikelf & thousand times in the

¢ ¥ vipple Itself smt in every directiontuntil It nied

e

’

Wl you do axsythitf o ‘dispell. the desparation sowr by -
: devil? - Sorfalnize you &@?e‘»’ hagd ;'@bmuhitieé; -Bon't-walt-: -

RS SERC PR

PR

- All too oien do we St back mad walt for the spportidity | csivers uttered ope of the most |

~ | OF dolng- the blg thilngs St Francls knewthat most of us .} 53 4 one of the most
o} would sever fave the opporiinity of doiig big things. It .

<1 weould b the decurnulatiors ©f the every day Tittle mots gt |
1 wehild 4dd ap 16 the big things in the average fife, - | .. .. -

. Cligist was put to deail; shd’
~the - falsitiers ‘sealed Wfs ‘torb

S ﬁ&"}#‘t

P

H’c}ﬁy e
Week

“-

vt - }  aa
. Vo
. N 4

X ca.n> '”nvotngé thmugh Hcly '

‘Week without feeling a deep
- anger. I.am lost in admiration
: . and adoration
-because Christ
went to the
cross fory
- truth and for
) love of His
creatures and -
" fellow.
raen. But the
N, days hefore
" Easter yemind
me also of
the blackest

“Brelg

' falsehoods ever uttered,

I am 2 newspaperman, and
I hate maliclous les with a
grinding hatred. In  Jlesser
measure, I detest oven the mis. -
representations that are the
result of carelesspess In get.
ting and wriing the news. A
newsman has ne right 1o 1ake
his work lightly. .

No more Ignorant remork is
possible than to say thar the
Bible is not histery; that there
is mo-prooi that Thost lved
taught, worked miracles, suf
fersd and died. Ondy an appal
lingly trivial mind can produce
such nonsenss,

The Gospels are the suprerpo,

Jmodel of sccurncey In report-

ing, and of restrained objectiv
{iy In expression. ,

Judas was dicdayval; Judas
was avariclous; Judas was a
traftor. But those who manfpu-
Iated Judas ~ used him angd

serted thelr criel purposee—
these wers the cold, saloukating
sellsepliors, the praspers for
power, the deliborate murdar
ers of truth, _

MWatthew iells us how this
Savil's brood (for the devilis x
Bar-and the faiher of lles) ax
perwbied I the court of Calphsy

Fowis Inde thelr power by cun

nlny, sad put Him {o death.

Yet ey atitl said, Not on the

Any of the feast, or perhaps

theare will be v pproar among
o m e”

What a fumult there would
hace been, had the peeple un-
derstood whit was aloot, But
the liars bided thelt time, like
snakes walting to strike, while
they schemed to destroy Christ,
and In so doing 1o betray their
own nstion and its divine- mis-
slon-the misston which it way -
their chief duty to profect and .
to prosper,

WHEEN DARKNESS ‘fel],

1o seize their victim and bring
Him befors the council of ¢hief

» prophet,

The resurrecﬁnn of Jesus
Chyist is the keystone {ruth
of Christianity.

St. Paul admits. this cons

sequence,*If Christ has not -
risen, vain then is ouy |

preaching, vain too is your

faith, . ., If with this life™
only i view we hive had
hope fn’ Christ, we are of

all men the most io be
pitied.” (1 Corinthians 15;
14 and 19.) .

IF CHRIST stayed dead sty
er His orucixien He would

have been the world's Trost -

" spectacidax failure,

His vloims to - divinity, His
preaching and miracles, His life
of vivine would all have been
betrayed by His final defeat in
death, o

Our Lord Himself sfaked
everything e sadd or did on
the fact that e wwould refurn
from the grave, )

“an evd and adulterous gen-
gration demands & sign™ Jesus
onee tod the Senbes and Paxd
so9s, “ard no Sign shall be give
on it buy the dign of Jonas the
For even as Jonos
was in the wellv of the fish
three days and three nights, so
will the Son of Man be three
dayy andthrée nights in the
hesrt of The earth.> (Matthew
1‘%:, 39, 42

148 this predised sign dig rot
{xhe place. the whole Gospel
message swould coilapse. .

‘ 8o Jesus had to rise from

threw him aside oree he hafl ;”np‘*"‘ doad—t prove His daims,

as al=o to canthwoe His work.
* * : 3

hat xea the trcts which
ootvince Chiristians’ that Jesus
did come back to Jife?

On the frst Easter Sunday,
nt the first glimmer of dawn,
a violent easthquakze rocked the
sepulch e? where the dead

fexturss on the personiities of the entertainment world ix - s “Wwere plotted fo bring Christ had been burled, He

came Irom the fomb without
hreaking the seals set there at
Pilate's order. An angel, daz
zHng white, rolled the wheel
like stone from the hip high
entrancy way leading to the
burial vanlt of the caye,

‘The termbling earth and re
splendont  angel, would have
boon enough to lerrily even
the boldest of Roman soldlers
but when they smw the fomd
was emply they were.frozen
with fear and becmme "as dead
Joen’ (Matthew 28:4)

As they recovered from
shock they fled to the city,
found the "Jewish pifests and
told their ircredible story, At
a hastlly summoned sesion of

e Y - 1 pmu"
decided to bribe the guards 1o

prieats xnd alders. And “all the ~—gay that while they sleptoex

couricil tried to find falso testl
'mony agsinat Jesus ,. . But
they could find none , . . At
Jast two false accusers came.
forward who declared, This

1lie bicside segrettully shaking his headas | troy the temple of God and

rajse it again in three days.”

Infuriated by Christ’s silence,
the chief priest at last cast
aside all caution_arid uttered a
questiont that fs like an earth.
qtuake: T adjure thee by the
living God 1o fell us whether
thou art the Christ, the Son of
God?" Jesus answeted, “Thy
own lipg have sald {t. And

L moreover I tell you this—yon

will see the Son of Man again,
when he is seated at the right
hand of God's. power, and
comies o1 the clouds of heav-

o em’f

- “At this, the high priest tore
hig gdrments; and said, He has
blasphemed . . . "What Is your
findings? And they answered,

 WHEN PILATE ‘ajied Hisi.
hands of Christ’s blood, the- de-

terrible sentences in all litera-
‘ture: "His blood be upon ug

| and Upon our children” And

they called down the jrony of
gﬁq;gg‘on}themsg}vgs by erye .

“Have mo. kihg. but

Iatey sdid,

¢rime punishable by death =e.
cording to Roman law--Jesus'
Ldisciples.stola the body,

uiterly unlike évery ©

Allstour Gospal wilps o
port the fact that Jarts
women” warer At the tomh bug
details as to the nipber o
wormmen, the tme thyy raote;
and who they wore are 1ot too
clear, Eveny a casaal yeading of
the four accounts shows thot
there woe soyeral wamen who
came i1 separate groups at
differsnt hours hut they ol
sawy one undenfabls and unex
plainable fact — the tomb was

emply. -
e * &
MARY MAGDALENY, was

one of the first to sivive, iust
as the {irst light of dawn be
gan to banish the darknivg of
night. She saw the stole roll
ed batk mnd the vacant grave,

Guards were gone. and the
angel apparently gone oo for
no mention is mwz of him.

The Magdaline shot back {o
the glty to report to ha apos-
tles Poler and Johh, “They
have taken the Lord out of the
tomb and we Know not where
they have Iatd Him"” (John
20:2). She thus far did not suy.

pect the tremendous fact of .

the resurrectilon but suspect.
ed that the guards or warder-
ing thleves had broken into
the tomb to desecrate the dead,

*  k *k
PETER AND JOHN ran

through the still sleepy city .

The exctise was & i’“’“{‘"” " along the fifteen minute route

lle for i the wusrds wers

- man aadd, 1 have poWwEr o der asiep how could they know

who orrded off ihe body, and
it -théy' were ok sskep why
did thoy fsll to séop the rob.
bery? Bad ag it was, the ex.
cuse was the best that cowld .
be Invénted in the nrgent hasts
of the moment and = gultible
crowd jaob, will belleve any:
thing anyway. )

"Fhe guards wére still not sat-
isfied, “What about Pllstecand
the Roman penalty for sleep
ing on duty. The chisf priests
had the answer fo-that prob-
lern too and it wa® thd-saie as
for the guards — cash, cold
cash. Pilate had Bis price and
the priests. would mike the
payment, S

. THE absurd. {ale: spread But
‘bhickiifed. The patent ils Js one .

of the best proofs thek the

{-/The penalty fs death” . ... dead Christ cxme back to life.
S ol Tt s true the gusrds did not. - that He was alive,
pee Christ Himself,. = & . T ‘

.+ All they saly fvas theempti

tomib, . ‘The risen Saviour did . -

not show Eimself to eyes un- -
worthy of £ vision. St Peter
atet ‘sdid, “God ‘who rhised
Jesus fromy the dead on the
third Aay <id not _grive Him foi. .

_g";_f.: .2 + : cx .
‘Cadsar” Thus fhe hearbstop-, «r»mﬁnffeﬁtﬁimﬁélfW"&Il‘the;ﬁ%w.
chos- "

oﬁ’ LT

and set sgidiers . to ‘watch it
After he-had returned o -life

ping tragedy movad.frexorably . Dle, but to witnesses fore

» & - Y0t ohviously, the Blessed  -trek back
Virgin Mary ‘wis ficst to re. . 7
¢eive {hiy favor, Seripture, 3t - Man

Is trug, makes o meition of, X
‘silch an-episols bt 5t Ignat

- U8, ong

© A Wilters,  says %

is, ong“of the exriiost Christl:

. sippie, we afs endo

- Intelligehvel e
- Cextalily - the

s, ,
His disciples- came: by. s

esident -~ - - - stole Him away, W

" o
uo R
R S N 7

Virgii . Mary
a-_.:thé.’he'gr"’tzofh
>~ Incariation; nath
the bitfer “hourt

{1}

ety 1. Yecord

at. Chrfstrog

~set out on -their -homeward:

to the sepulcher,

. Peter was the first to enter,
followed by John,

" They noted that the shroud”

and Wihding bands and the
napkin used to cover the face
weére yeatly lolded and placed

aside In the cofner, They knew

Mary Magdalene was mistaken,
“This was not the work of dese-
cration. ‘This was the work of
God. And John, we are told,
was the first to believe his
Master was risen,

Then in quick succession
come the apparitions to.thosze
“forechosen by God) Mary

Magdalene back st the tomb -

sat theré weeping still not be-.
Beving, Through her tears she
saw our L3pd but did fiot

tecognize Him untif He spoke”

her name, “Nlary. The familiar
voics woke. her to.the regnty

AT K
AT APPROXINMATELY this
same mopsent, two disgiples of
otir Lobd who were In Jerd-
salem. for the Passover feast

Journey toWdid Emmaus: They.
already heard the fumorsblizz:
Ihg through the city that the
fotnb wek-dmpty and-they dis.

cussed flie: possibilittes on thelr”

Theydid not yeco

He said. (Matthew 2§ :6)

- apostles

Mahy stiigs pllgiims to the-
Holy City were o the.rbad to"

thelr homes too and one:travels
fr 5giined the pair-for compan-

{4

. khe mcs% recent I
sba to explain the role

The lesson was done and
their hearts stirred witl fuith
such s can come only from
the clear truth of God mnd
there before them wis Em
roRgs, end n;ﬂxelr Joxirney,

Sty with vé” they Invited
the Stranger *for 1t grows Iate
and evening is at hand.”

There at the table thelr
Guest blessed and broke the
bresd and at last they yecop
nlzed Him but He vonished
from thelr sight. tLuke 24:3D

T ey raced back to Jerue,
salem o gell thelr stery to
¥e apostles, but they toco Jad
already seen the Loxd, “

ek k%
OUR LORD appeared to the

that evening while
the Emmaus disciples wore on

(the return trip to the Ioly

Clty. The apostles had bolted
the doors and windows and
word Waiting, just waltlng. Be-
fore the Holy Spirit came to
themi on Pentecost, we should
remeriber, the apostles gave
fitle evidence of heroie cour
age.

On asubsequent days our
Xord appeared again to the
apostles, including the -doubt.
HMig~Thomas, and up in Galllee
io more thanm five hundred
disciples. There s also the
carefully recorded converss.
otr Lord held with Peter
when Jesus entrusted His flock
<to the care of the first Pope.
(John 21:1517)

The {inal apparition gceurred—

. forty. days -after Faster, now

fmarked as the feast of the As
eension when our Lord gave
His final instructions and
farewell blessing.

* k%

It was not just to consols
His triends nor only lo
strengifien thelr falth  ¢hat
Jesus {alked and walked and
afe with them. He canie.back
from the grave but He did not
come esnpty handed,

During the foxty dawys fol
lowing His resurrection, He
came with- the gifts ma com-
mands 1o perpstuste His work -
through the centuries and - to

Jaunch His Church on Its sura ™

colrse across thie troubled sca
: Faae

_ Viewing Hls lite fodsy trom
the. yaxitage polrit of neaily

- téity  centyrles .we can be .

Heve with the firmesk . £51{k -
that Jesus did Indeed rise from

YHI - Table

) Théalfar of every Catholle Chureh is

fﬂmbc .

By FATHER HENRY ATWELL -

Ané Tomb

& table and o

Tt is a table becauge the crerrony of the Mass dony

at the altar ennets the Last Supper of our Lord, -

of saints,

In the near twenly centurlis
since Josus Christ sald the
first Mass at the Last Supper
the skze snd siyle of altars have
varied but every altar bas re-
tainesd this double role of table
and tomb,

CHURCH LAWS today =
quire that an altar used for
Alass must have some ggsential

The altar is glso a tomb buause it confains the rdiy 3

1

LENTEN FEATURE 1

This Is the last in 5
series of articles exphin. |
Ing the histery ond oo
mondes of the Holy Saerifiee
4f Thze Kiass.

furnishings, Additiopal decora-
ttons dre left to the taste and
proferonce 71, the px}est and
people, , f }

Lo L ..

Fiest and fordmost, every

altar must’ be made of stona.
H

Wiien the: whole altar cannot
be stone, of least a smald stone
slxb nbout'z fool sjuare and
an inch thick—called the altar
stone~{s Inserted by the wood-
en fable lop just'ln front uf
the taberpacle. /7.

" Hollowed out in the stone Is
an Inch round cavity in which
#ro placed the relics of ssai?ta

THE TABERNACLE occu-
nies & central_position on the
«&lar, It {s the House of God
where Christ dwells «fo wels
come His faithful not anly at
the time of Mass but through-
out the othel hours o the day
as woll. Church laws are very
detailed and specific concomn-
Ing the safe custody of the
Blossed Sacrament, o

There are no  prescribed
dimensions for the tabwinacle
sxeept it Is to be coversd on
all sides with u vell,

The allar ix fo be covered
with three linen cloths, & re

minder that the Mass s s

banquet and aiso 1o reenll the
Hnen bands In whith our Lord
wis wrapped for His burial,

%A igml mg}o:’k. called an asm '
penidipiy sBiigae, required by,
Titual-lag"hut’ 1éw ’Amerlcar}';'
churclies observe the custom.
Ordinarily the fronfal should

match the priest’s vestments,

The maln altar of a ecathe-
dral and all altars where the
Blessed Sncrament is reserved
must..also have a canopy,
either- supported by four posts
or extending out from fhe back

pople whe scrve Chulst with
fhe spiritual flame of true de
vottorz. |

Fwis candles am ot Jow
Massz; four may Be used if the
law Moss is  afkended by &
hrge number of people, Six
cndles burnn fof) High Mas,
twelve for Benediction, twety

Cards  containing prayers
{rorn zhe ‘ - placnd
on tha altar/When a1 priest
(not = bishop? s3y's Maxs, Only

one exird, the center ono, I§ e
quiresd, although the slde cade
dre xsed just about every
where.

Thee Missal is the large book
whichh has all the prayers ind

rial directions for the Maus

derepony,

Flowers &re permitted asd -
tven encouraged on feast diyy,
hit they should not turn the

fltar fnfo a flower show’. They .

ae 1o decorate, not drown, the
Mtar, Flowers moy nol be

placedt before the tabermce -

door sviiere the Blewsed Sterse
ment §s kopt.

"
4

THE HISTORY of the alar

tirough the -centuties shows
that 1€ -has been round, square,
ablongs, Wood, metal, and stone,

For nearly x thousand yers
e x¥ar stood. out from B

Wall of the church so ﬁbe.prmw.f :

sild -DMasy Ixcing ihe peoph
st ms the Pdpoxsﬁﬂ does at
St Peter's In Rome,

The reason for the oppusite
practics todoy dates bmck fo
the tenth cenfury when shrine
churchies "DEEan. attedcting
Iorge numbers of pilgritng —
Ike Canterbury in Englnd,
Cologrze In Germany,

“The bodles of salrite wers

wall, © k@ from thelr burial plices j

The altar Is to be elevated
by one or mafe steps, usually
three, There {$ no symbolism
meant In this. The steps just
put the altar up higher so the
people can see the Mass ritual
‘better, .

Every altar must also have
= cross; either standiag on the
altar or hanging on ithe wall
behlad;-This, of course, is x
constant  reminder that fhe
sacrlfice Uf the Mass Is the
same sacrifice  our ' Sxvious
offered on tha Liross,

Although we today take the
erucifix for granted 1% is one
of the most recent additions to
the altar's furnishings. Even
in the sixteenth century there
were still altars without .cross:
es. And today the daw requires’
a Ctoss, ot & chucltix, |

Early Oheistians, otten ey
wiinesses of the horribie tore .
ture.of erugifixton, made. thely
crosses ‘symbols of life ssther .

thie dead wid that In His own - ; than.denihi, Crosses were jewel

| ublqite, . way He tins kept His .,

Hnal-promise, “L s with you
all oy evén unto . the con-

-One évening the phone rany
n ¢he hoind of Jolin 8, Burke,
Altrnie Ca, and
ustee of Catho:
New Yorle, Mus,.

11'-'“,;;, ajﬁd.
“HBign

" and that Is
%0 Wall

. ares of our Lord were added
o 4. thiede. oroseds e o added

ed, desvrated with cmblem

_or XP, Gréek letters ropresents
“ing fhe - first ~lebtots of th,
" mani¢.Jesus Christ e

About the sixth contury, fig.. .

L6 Bt He wag

dnd put in ornate religusties .

“above and behind the shrine

churely’s altar, Dovotlon to the
sunt swelled into prominence .
and the relics boeame e fotus
of attention—even to Yhe ex
:gﬁtés tﬁ?t tth% 'prléstmxaqed tl;'a
nstead of the people
durings Mays, & PP

Other churches which ¢otld
not boast of some famone relics
sibstituted pletures and staiues
of the suints frr elaborate back~
drops—again calling attention
away from the altavr—— -

_This frend reached. its dll-
mak- during  the Renalssance

pedod when the altar way
cvarfed by the monumental

divorations behind it, Alsg adds

eltothe gltar about his. thne
were e gradines or-steps o
the altar o' hold niore eandle

arangenmerts, ,
During the ¥ash fitty years -

: slicks’ and g mptioux* flower .~ §

it either divection, "Fhere J%
oo :fa;thesx_e;wna prefer. iré;

nct zoom for U

represented as alive, siot dead, Whe i

He was shown robed and wear. Q e

ing a-crown ek 4§ kng, -

< WHeh'™ Hie Crusaders chme
Bacls: from thefr- Daltles. n '-;?xg
Holy Lanid they brought the

eimiory” of “the - sacred “places
hepe - ot Lord suffes
Artists ther be

s
crosses: showins the o

faces - 4lif

orlle | souls

clfied aud aponting Chrlsted ™

Hhe B e e

flicre by linest . trend back 30
o straple altwr, ., -
“hr DECUERILH Wikh emblems of . Uy Aveliifedty. e again dedlgne
Mith our: Lord's_ inftials '1yG ing chﬁx‘;c}ﬁt:y to t?r:gui ﬁ%‘a‘ﬁ L
-on the altar, "The Churep I§ &
Wiie Mother and does not push X
ere % &

o ¥
.t T

.
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