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These dkjji a* Medebate roars OR and on abfjttt fee-
chatty of both secular and Catholic higher education in 
America, nobody pays iraieh attention to the so-called egg
heads, the one group of people very vitally concerned in 
the .whole issue* 

There has' been all kinds of bickering over federal 
funds, revised eurriculums* .and who's who, hut seldom a 
word about the people with the brains whom we urgently 
need to staff our .classrooms. 

Just about this time of-year at least 100,000 young 
Americans mast make their final decision as to whether 
they want to continue their education at the college leveL -

Test tubes, Ueiger counters, -laborafeey .apparatus haye 
a distinctive Mre to attract students to science courses. 

3esssfiiffiHrade*#ffer the advantage of a reasonably 
Sequafe income witirot* thy need-to wait lor a/colletie^ 

• | j j a i n i s g ^ ; ' * -

^ Professional posiiionjy&'hiffi reiiuiritiK extens ive 
t W can a*siu-$fcad|iak"vs o f pres t ige , sovial s t a t u s 

v *Biost cases eeomjjnie p S m f o r t . . 

trier which d i r ec tum t h e a s p i r a n t cl/«>uM^f-But no . . _ . . , . . 
w h e t h e r . h e vraMs t o exper iment in rocket fuels, lay c n i > . .-as"-fotnn^.-feitxi&ivspects.hame-
e re t e « M e w a $ 4 , or reSiove tonsi ls , h e needs to I * t a u s l l r r tull% more American . than 
'he s e e d s ' a t eache r . - • . . J ' « h « Americans. - , 

• • Su we o U i o u s l j u W nec,I teach**, , a n d hi t h e years, k J ^ m & ^ t J s * S £ 
t o m e m u r e t h a n we h a v e a t p r e sen t , n w e h o p e - t ^ ^ p ^ 4 — ^ s r o ~ o T C s t t e i i « ? education. ' 
o u r edueatioxiai .oppurtanit ies t o m e e t the i halienjie-.s of oftr 
t imes , i * . ' . - , 

• Msgr. - John Tracy EEis* 
book, "American Catholics a n d ' 
tbe Int'eJlecmal Life,", is''_ i n 

some ways* a 
curious doeu? 

. It b e g i n s 
with the , tm-
s u . p p o ' r t-
Pd.. conclusion. 
w h i c h m » ' y . ' 
or . may n o t 
b ""«•'" %criftse£-t: r 
t h a t Amer-
l e a n s a r e 
antt - Intellect • 
Utal. . 

"•wlfrargues o n [Mi1 i tsser t ' thai"" 
Catholic Amerffhs, BECAUSE 
THEY •- A R E'/fA-MERICAN'S.. 
are anti-mtfj'ffifuat wo. 

Gradually the book becomes 
a V'-mdemnaTion • cjf' Catholics,-

Brefg 

*S?^<S-0sfitPMet.. » t . the, hazards of the teaehinjr profession ajre more <-
than enough to ftiirh"teh\Wa>""a^y'ttUt the most intrepid 
souls. Apart from the fact that teacher's-pay is" compara
tively prettypooiv.what outlook does the average tearner 
haye todays*' -. -",. \ - * _- - . / 

A 

J 

There! is," of course, the 'tremendous realization Jtbat 
shaping minds and hearts to know the truth and seeM the 
right brings a consolation superior to any achievements 
with atoms or diseased appendices. 

BlA "WHAT ABOUT the prevalent American attitude 
tiswara'people"with Ibandnjy?̂  

First, they are labelled eggheads and promptly drop
ped into the oddflsh bowl. 

The pupil who prefers to read a book rather than to 
boot a Ijali is virtually segregated by an unwritten law more 
effective than a race riot in cotton picking Alabama. 

How nwway young scholars receive even a fraction of 
the cheers which "go to a gangling adolescent who sinks 
just one basket in a game so crucial its score will be forgot
ten by spectators within minutes after the final whistle? 

The average boy or girl in high school iskmnd to be 
swayed by the cheers of the crowd, and "if baskets count 
more than brains then why waste time on- studies.? 

That'a how potential teachers and scientists go down 
the drain, -

"<TWwo«ld think America had adopted as its national 
motto, 'If you have a brain* don't show it, and well love 
you jtnywar*** 

It ieems to us.we Americans need to build up a healthy 
respect for brainpower. 

After all, most of the comforts we Americans- enjoy 
_Jtoday can be traced to the midnight-oil-burrang of some 

lo-called egghead. If it weren't for these ejrgheads we would' 
ttill M living quite like Australian aborigines. 

Furthermore, as 'Catholics we have a heritage of 
scholarship. ' • 

It was the brainpower trained in monasteries which 
lifted Europe from the Dark Ages. ,. 

It was the inspiration of our Catholic faith which pro
duced artists, mathematicians, architect*, and pioneers in 
modern science during the Renaissance period who are still 
acclaimed as geniuses. 

"• WE CATHOLIC AJIEElCANS4?ave^therefore. a dmi-
, Me duty to buckle down and develop these brains given us 

by our Creator. He gave them to us not to squander on the 
idle chit-chat in wliich we too often immerse ourselves, 

** > Our destiny certainly calls us higher than that. 

"* ^EiiitOBlaWy Speaking 
". . . Perhaps a little more self-confidence is called . 

for. . . , . The kinC of good-humored'and, I think, un»l»~': 
jectionahle- self-confidence 1 have in mind is. illustrated, 
in spirit anyhow, "by a dialogue a year or two ago be
tween Ralph de Toledano and his publishers. 

"The publishers had sent de Toledano the proof' 
sheets of his latest book. In going over them; deTole- " 
dano noticed that wherever the word- Heaven or the 
word HeJI/appeared* • thsjUfeffnot been capitalized, as 
the manuscript had indicated,.but appeared, instead, in ' 
lower-case .type. - • • ' , , . . 

J—4'de Toledano -corrected" each of them and sent-the 
proofs,bapk.: He received a telephone-call.-" .. ., '"'•". 

. , , C said;&e'.publisher, 'we have a set of stvle 
;rules'overh^eeaVhyvdo- you insist on capitalizing Heav
en and Hell?1 \ .' *: 

.- "Why; replied de;'Toledatto(̂ simply,•,because they're' 
places—: yon know, Eke 'Scarsdale. . . ,**' . 

From a totttmunio/i breakfast talk 6y W»i, JP> Suckle?; Jr., 
., . ... (April 2i,m6j quoted mf HE TABtET.' ". ' '; T 
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T h e alleged laults of Catho-
Ue schools a r e emphasized; t he . 
virtues hardly'njererioniHl. 

THBEEQCARTEBS through 
the book M*-gr. Elite remarks, 
almost as an afterthought, 
that thus.far. to has teem "as--
sumljtg general a^repment** 
with his hnv eMJmaitP' of Catlt-
oUc scholarship a r s j leader
ship. 

H e seflns *o rrallxe $u3cleir-J 

ly t h a t U Is remotely possible' 
that scmiwine mhfht inquires 

'• "Where tire yonr proofs?" 

Msgr. EHH UiPn oJiere. f o r 
evideiiM', h i s rpfprencM to 

• • Whw's • Who *nt{' other'isourees-. 
— references which I I tave 
(shown to be tneanhigles^. - - • 

Fa ther John Cavariaufh. !n 
bfs spe<>rh b:i«fi.l \-n tho £U;s 

^took and hi1? hi.«r frttpr t o 
"Amertea" maumr.f ,lt<fcrAi:'g 
his talk, al*-» Wan.tly â sum**1"* 
general aurpoweni . «iih t ^ e 
position he an-i .M-gr. Eili«s 
have taken. 

H e folks o^out alleged Catf,-
olic ln*el?e>mnl inf,-»r:*»!ty a s 

- it it xverp unthlnkahlp t ha t 
anybody might que«nion h i s 
opinion. 

T H E CONFUSION is com
pounded by t h e fact tha t M«gr. 
Ellis quotas. afprov'jn?Jy. a 
«atem«»nt from a 1*C talk h y 
the !ate Archht«hop Ji-hn I re
land of St. Paul . 

. Archbishop I r e l a n d said!: 
"ThK is an iritell.'efual af»p. I t . 
worships intdHivt. If nies a l l 
thinR« by the touch^tr«ne,of in
tel lect" 

A t .this point, one ' s mte4 
reels. Does Msgr. Et t ts want i t 
both %vays? W e Americans a r e 
anti-intellectu.-ih whr» worship 
Intellect owi trj-all things "by 
the tourhst/irte of inTi?Hr'.,*i', 

. B u t Msgr. EULs so.»n gets 
-4ack on the track. H e quotes 
the opinion of unnnroed "visi
tors from abroad" t h a t Amer
ican^ are materialists* who . 
think only nt making fwMm"?. 
It seems not t« orcur i« lum 
that viHitors from ahioad. 
whirling.thrmi^h Am»Hia in a 
fortnight or two. m a y nor btt 
the .best ju*l«**s <>! tti»? Ami»r-
lean, people. _ • 

' MSGR. ELLIS al>rt fnrjre.ts ' 
that material suree.«-<; M on»' of 
the chief requisties for hetnjEr 
listed In \\!ho"*«i \Vlu» ,tp>\ that 
he. himself. h7is"Tttai x\K\v.'s . 
Who as a standard. . and- has .-
dppl>»re?l the comparative pau-^-
clty of Catholic Harries there-' 

• i n . - ' . — : •_ •' 

A T THIS PdlXT. Kallmv m e 
to iiuote from-"a. Ji-.'tter t o 
'iArheRrlea/' wi-Htpn by Mspr. 
Hi D.. Buchari^h, .a consultor of 
the El Paso dioee**, who ; 
seems to be fed up. a s I am, 
with', this indiscrbninatp- criti
cism' of Catholics-- ahrFTathoitc 
'education. He Writes: " 

'*. . . I w-tsh someoiie would 
Offer^hs a balaticei sheet , show-
ih|r; to what fields, irtteueehtal 
And otherwise, we a r e tip to 
par o r possibly e«eh ahead o f 
other*, and" those In which. We-
are b e h i n d ^ 

: - % » -. Our critics' l iave hikeh 
*s .deittolfee; fche inorj^CatlioKc 
• iMiifljate'vof What ccirtsattrtes am 
Ihteilectufti, Wbhi I* t h e mat-

'•[ ter With theolofy, phitosophji' 
ahlarthe rational Sciences gen*. 
?rftllyf SptetttiiiHty r - the scl-

:-5ehê ,!«af the -sathts- ̂ -i&- -regard* •-'-• 
ed outsidiathe ''Church- a s e n % 

' iiohalisiri. -••--.•-• 

", . . It seems to m e hijrh 
time foi someone to ffHo us a 
full list olfnfeflcpdiul pui stills, 
with a fair I'Stlmaie of the per
centage <jf Catholics in each of 
them. Then w e ears consider 
*Why?' and what we should do 
•bout It." , 

Catholics fill their par-. 
i$h_.church£s every :FSday;i 

, night in Lent for the Sta
tions of the Cross, 
'-'What is the reason for 
this devotion 2 

Bow did nrgetrstarted? 

And where did theamme 
""stations" come from? ' 

Throughout the world today 
virtually every Catholic church 
and chapel has a series of four-
teen picfaires or carvings plae- • 
ed. a.t intervals along the wall. 
Each scene represents an In
cident In the passion and death 
of o a r Saviaur. ~~. 

People "make - the stations" 
•fey-going/ from",one scene to 
the rtfcf'and stopping/a* aaA 
to n#dftafte/ on^ the partictwflr 
eveiw- /epresented. This pr/tt^ 
U^e/of/stopping at each scene 
gaw ih« devotion its name, the 
"stations." , i 

• When, the devotion- is per-
(fctBfil publicly, usually, phly 
the priest and servers goffSifi"" 
sta.ictn to station. The p">opI.* 
remain in thrtr p<%s but ful-

• low all the t»th«r rites of the 
pirwst - - l a n d i n g , ccnufl«t-t-" 
ing ansl -kneeling as he do.\< 

T h e devotion obviously I<| a 
miWature pilgrimage to Jeru
salem *- a substitute for ihose 
of̂  u s who cannot a c h i a l l y ^ i ^ t 
the holy places saiutlfied by 
fhe precious blood and tears of 
(fesos Christ. " .-. ! . 

Since our present day rite 
is a substitute, we can/ 'btM 

/understand it if we twee its 
origin hack to the p i e t / o f pil 
gnm.i whn vKitei the H'»!y 
Larti-1 right nt the dawn of the 
Chiis tnn era. 

There are tmdttions whi.-h 
s a y ' t h a t the Blwsei Virgin' 
usc-i tn visit daily the route 
takt-n by her F«n as H<> cvrrl&l 

, the heavy _cr,;ss to Golgatha. 

St Jerome,-'''in the fourth 
century. iWriN-v thn 4.r>a%ds 
from ml »vtun»r;os whii m."l« 
the j.iurr.»y m his diy a t "n 
tk>" \i i " ! >'hi i , 'v i - - t h e rO i<t 
of .sorrow." 

Wt\en 'he Mosl,-ms cut tiu'ir 
seu-nfh <--riH'r\ swatft . w v * 
P.iies'tmv* 4'hrt f-biiteraiivi n»̂ y 
Christian rit>"» HJ puhlic N'»>t 
until the Crusnh*rs .-a}<tyr«-1 
Jeruvilem in K't^-ii'.cre Chns-
thr-<t -igt.n.pi-rmittH t«« folb.'.v' 
the "way of the cross " 

DurlrtR the three in tenenlng 
centuries, churches tn Europe 
began Xa er»i-t painhM or carv
ed swnes shewing the vari<-'us 
'episfrie1! of nnr Lords joifrncy. 

TICS NTMBEB of stattans 
diffcrc.l fmm churcn i.t-churrh 
- - <r.me had' ei>jhf, one h.-»-l 
thirty-four. 

T H E ORDER «f e\»nt«s nl-n 
v,Trie-i as mwlan tl imagina
tions filled in details \vhi<-h are 
htit trtdudwl in the Scripture 
Stories.- -* 

. —'—•.. *-.. 
T h e Bihle fnr example, 

makes jin rnentlfin t>t Jesus 
fallin?^ as He walked to His 
crucifixion fJf-rm.m rhur*-,h»"«, 
however, n-iirnted seven falls 
In their stations of the cm«s, 
a number suns»-quenfly reduc
ed to three. 

Heroic Veronica pushing her 
way thmuRh the r-rowd to p r e 
sent her veil to s-jothe the 
weary Christ is also a hit of. 
pjrtus fii'tion. She K nnt men-
tinned in the gospels. As a mat
ter «•£ f.i< f she makvs her first. 
appearance / i n the st at Ions 
story onlv'as late as the year 

Yet filht-r details definitely 
rwor-icd in Scripture are ©mif
fed from the stations - - .such 
as J o n s refui-ing the narcotic 
drink ofh-red to ease His tor
ments, . . , and especially His 

IV __ We Give" 
The ofterll 

WE ADORE THEE, O CHRIST , . . sty Jane ^mith and.. 
^coit Sullivan, fifth graders of Pittsford's St. Louis 
parish school, a^ they make the stations of the cross 

traditional Lenten devotion in all Catholic churches, 
<->n.»<tj last words,speken fw^n 
th i« CH'SS. 

It Is safe to say. however, 
t l iat lhe devotion «f. the sta
tions of the cross Is one of the 
most sout-stirrinsr ceremonies 
of the Church. Its appeftl has 
grown through the centuries 
and there Is no evidence that it 
I* In danger of dylnj* out, 

Mmy spiritual writers list 
t h e stations next- t o th_p MiM 
and }<.nvraments" as the rhhf-st 
wiuree of jjntee and in^pirathm 
for Christians. 

S lints, including the famed 
ST. Franeis of Assist and Pt. 
Alphonsus Licuori. have com
plied manu-iis of prayers f»r 

-•people to use in making the 
stations. • • ' • 

„ THE Cirt 'RCII 1M.S added.its 
own iifflfid encoum^ement hy 
erantittR Its rirhest indulRenc« s 
to thnse who practice, the d e 
\otion-- - a plenary indulRenee 
to etwyone- who makes the 
.stations/-mid an add-d plenary 
indulgence if Hely Communion 
is received that same day. 

Sick people and others who 

Strance But True . . » 

x.y 

, f \ %vtSTMtM,ST£l? Am* 

< 
• \« t ' ' i« 

I 

h»' 

m: 

m it it I 

§ 
aro^iNir o»- swrA MARIA IN TRASTCVTRC, 
ROME:, m r e BACK T O U J E-HISTOOIA«S: 
SEiirEVE n- WAS TWE" FWST CHURCH ' 
OPCMCD RDR PUOtlC WORSHIP AFTr« me EARW. 
CWttSTWNt CAtrtE OUT I^M W t CA-WOaMB5r V 

i s u n i q u e i n G a g t a n d . 
rr is t*ar. Ns*w- AN.̂ AaS£̂ i 
IS KOT SoOjECT TO-AHV OISHOP, 
AND IS IK NO thOCESr. 
HAS A £>mi &-Gwprfaf 
£-77rir. *6oli£Q/Are 

7Ae word HQV/-
'>RAy fcRUS SlHNE-RSjUO^p 
" in, MeifoilMan/ J 
i*^r httodnceeCin, Y 
f$£Ptifan:CiriitertJoni\ 

A 

/ v "su$\k!) opened em, 
Sh^lish ginrmrvxr tru^ 

his- A/c?y htfa&gutreU 
sitcfv a com^iAtxcL of ttve 
IznquAgti ffbxt Jte wrote 

IJMJ ihe yreutestsea, sfoncJ 
in T-rvob'sk, fficrsrfurG. 
^ . JC 

VSE 

c.jnr.f.t ge t fo church to make 
the st.it,ons tht ie ' roav s mpty 
hold a crucifix in their h-ovi. 
s,iy the— OUT Faiher. H itl 

.Mary, and Glory .he" m.-nty 
times 'one each for e.e h M,V 
ti>m, five to hotwr the ft\e 
woui.ds of our Lord, ar.d one 
each for the intentions i,f the 
P#«pe»-whTie meditating nn the 
suth-rinss of Jesus ChriM. 

Extremely ill people' ' ni-'d 
r.r.iy look at a crucifix or kiss 
it and. if possible, say a sh«irt 
preycr in memory of our 
Lord's sufferings. • 

Perhaps the best explana
tion to account for tiie wide
spread popularity of the sta-
lions Is the polfrnani request 
of Christ Himself, "If anyone 
wishes to come after >Ie, let 
him deny himself, and take up 
his cross daily, and follow 
Me," (Luke 9:33} 

Little wonder that devout 
Christians have-taken this d c 
\<>tion to their hearts. It is 
the Wfiy today's.Christians can 

• follow the footsteps of their 
Sa'viour In His via dolorosa to 
the cross of Calvary. 

Daily Mass 
Calendar 

Sunday. March 16 — Fourth 
" S u n d a y of L e n t , f purple I, 

Creed, Lenten Preface. 

Each weekday of Lent has Its 
- own special Massl If a feast 

day also occurs, the priest may 
chose either the Lenten. Mass 
(purple) or the feast-day Mass. 
Ort .Wednesday, all priests will 
celebrate the feast day Mass of 
St„. Joseph, 

-Monday,- Xfirreh J7 ~ . St. -Fat 
"•'",': xlijk, confessor twhlte-rr &Io-

• - - .rla, -" " . - ,.,__ 
.-. :-14fe ;---i>.;'^. i;,^v^..>v.M. . - • - ' ~~* 

--;;,Tu.esday;^Mar4h-i8^bS-€ytll 
of Jertisaletn, c o n f e s s o r -
{Whiter gloria, Creed. 

Wednesday, March .!&•,,-St. • Jo-, 
seph twhite), Gloria. Creed, 

. . . Preface- of: .St,-. "Joseph. - fA-
tieW-Mass te5ct_for tills feast 

"... was 'puhhshed in 19o(5. Only 
Missals issued since then Will 
contain the new text) 

Thursday, Match 20 - I>enten 
• •—;- Mass i purple) / 

Fnday Mareij^l—Sfr Benedict, 
ahhot tuhitej , Gloria 

Saturday, March 22— St, Isi
dore, farmer (wliite), Gloria, 

iMlC . . . . vjy'l 'consecration, and communion are the' 
three principal'|arts of the Mass bftiie Faithful. . j 

In ancient Ltimes, only Christiana "who were baptized 
and laval in th# practice of their faith were penratted to 
remain tut thisT; .second portion of the Mass; That is whyl 
'ft is called the. jVlass of the Faithful. 

In the previous section of Holy Mass (called the Mass II 
of the Catechumens), the ritual consisted of^eur speaking 
to <.;«d and His i reply to us, . " 

I ! • 

" N'.tw in the) offertory and consecration, we will givt 
our pit'ts to Qa4. Then in communion, dod mf giye His 

<r 

:t^~~ 

if 
yii t t«« U--

The M tss «f r|*e Faithful he. 
fii s wi th the/'Creed. " I be-
ijeve, m whvhj w e profess our 
faith m ail that iiod has rfr 
\t-:.ii.i. ; I ' 

Aj;a*n, as'' iff The start of. 
t>v.T.v jni|»>it.(|it phase of the 
Mi-v t t .e jjpfir^ ureetR the 
p'<pl.v * "̂>,.ii)UVuH vebi'CUilli •-
Utr L ' - J - I . J I \vith"">C.u." We 
wi"I>, ••'E*! cum Muntu tuo --
j»;d tl:i» Eoi'W is *n y.>ur^soul„ 
t"i»." . . / , <!f 

THE I»KIF«ST jrvads- a short 
\n-si> u-u.iilj tr>>m w e vt the 
ps.ilnis Tnis is th»> remnant of . 
ttiuu i»n>>» Wits ,i Mimng. c<n> 
*,'ie,.iti«.r,,(|iy ih in ted hymn, a 
rnairntiii* sync a , the penple of 
Uo'l I.n...u^)d thctr gdis t« the 

' i iKal' . '••••• -. 

E\( 'W PERSON at Mm 
himi^jT a n *<uVtmg - l»u-.id, 
'Air..-, w a x lor ti.e nireJlcs, 
f . - i i - i iltc P---S, pd,i or 
si,v..-r. 

The pnes t turrs-d fo-m the 
i l i t . i l . IT fftt* J t i v p i e a p p l c K h c J 
Will) t..>". J i f t - H v .1' • • p l e d 
'.%11.iTtt.ts, n>->de.| t 'T e e . s . . n l 
t .T, .o .j .-...i.mu!..".- !l!*-'i put 
*h.- i -i J . , i i.e S M , ' tn I. ' -,-.» 
JU»>-r f-.>i the chur. h '•( h~-r tltt? • 
irlief ,.f the p-iwr. 

LENTEN F E A T m t E 

This is the fourth 
reries of articles explalriini 
the history and ceremonif 
«'f' Holy Mass. 

water before pouring 
the wine. 

Into 

NOW LOOK into the/M&lice. 

What do von see?. 

to the'ehalice. . 

«• I l l • I 

Tiie p icwnta tum 
^ i h id .v . t ius ly !•••*;• 

of each 
quite a 

i.u »>f timo so all, jtiiued' in 
Miipiit^ .<n appiopriatc oifer-
T-it-j h;.ii. In t i ter >i'dis a s . 
tit,, ju,.. s . ,.n v ,»• i»'pl;(c»vj t«y 
the ,.-..«:;» -t|..:i mctlicd. the 
mtnii " . ' - .iWut'vi.ited to its 
|..i»- -at • >i i»- v* )•»»•• vet*s;un. 

The ancient offertory pro< 
ci'vsinn dramatically portrayed 
the nrtive role both priest a n d 0 

people p lay in offering worship 
to find. 

-But no" matter whether we 
oiirsehe-, take our gift to the 
altar o r have it placed there 
hy another, we should remem-
l i t that it is actually our 
irfit, m a d e possible by our 
generous contributions to the 
church. 

Just .is Ions a<*o" on the first' 
Holy Thursday. Peter and John 
ptcpared the table and brought 
tbe food for the l^ast Supper, 
the tltst Muss, so now it is the 
pr.ivilp.ge c»f tiie people to pro
vide through their collection 
time alms the bread and wine 
and other requisites for Mass 
today. 

In our present day offertory 
.rite, the priest h a s the bread 
already prepared and . waiting 
for the offertory. He retaoves 
the yell from the chalire.Hakfi^-. 
The paten in-cold plate! which 
contains the bread- for conse-

• irr.rtion. holds it in both his 
hands u p toward the crucifix 
and says.' "Accept, O holy -Fa
ther, almichf-y and eternal God, 
this host for the -all-holy s a c " 
riflce . . ." 

The pr ies t oilers this gift of 
fche people "for all faithful 
Christians living and dead." 
All are t o be Included; no One. 
Is excluded from this great 
sacrifice, 

T&f.small hosts a r e to be con-. 
• secrated for- the people's com-. 
thunlon. they are placed in a 
ciborium, a gold cup with a 
eap on it, vyhich stands, next to 

•""the'.'chalice on the altar. ~; 

With a sign of t h e cross,, the 
pfie'st places tho host on the 
altar and then goes to the.side 
.o4-_t-he- a l t a r where, the servers' 
present "to" hitii cruets-of wtoe 
.and-.-water* . 

First fhf priest pours a small 
poition of wine Into the chalice 

""• and then a few drops of vcatei i 

TJie wine will soon be chang-
*"eTTnito tne P iecoys Blood of 

Jesus Chi-*&t The vvatei weak 
h ke ourscK es, r e p r e s e n t s 
our human nature For this 
reason, t h e priest blesses th« 

The few drops of water are 
"swallowed tip. absorbed by th« 
wine. 

Such is a picture of wha i 
should happen to us at Mass, 

• We -are - to-be so* united- wi th - • • 
Christ that we become one 
with Him, that o u r lives re
flect and perpetuate His life 
ut lo\e for Gud and our fellow 
men. 

Back M the center of the-
altar, the pi test lifts the chalice 
of wine. "We offer unto Thee, 
O Lord, the chalice of salva
tion." Then with the sign of 
the cress, be places the chalice 
v the ai'.ir behind the host, 
Bread and wine are now ready 
for the great moment of coa« 
secratk-n. 

A prayer of humility and an 
invo.-attort of the Holy Spirit 
follow the offering prayers. , 

Again the priest goes to the 
side of the altsr fo wash his 
hands, a rite RymbotMng the 
great p u r i t y which must 
rharacterfw both priest and 
people as they approach* the 
most sacred portion of the" ; 
Mass, 

Originally, the priest washed 
his hands as a practical ne
cessity. 

When the offertory proces
sion was obsened, h e received 
the various gifts of the people ~ 
—food, money, loftves of bread 

nd ilasks of wine. Even today 
at solemn Mass. the priest en
shrines the bread and wine in 
clouds of incense. $6 after 
handling the gifts a s in ancient 
Lmes or the censer In our 
times, the washing of his 
hands is both practical as Well 
as .symbolic. . . :: . , 

Returning to the center of 
the altar, the priest recites a 
prayer offering "Wr homage to 
the Holy Trinity. He then turns 
to the, people and urges them, 
"Pray, brethren, that my sac
rifice and yours may be ac
ceptable to God the Father al
mighty." This • is ; an added re
minder that priest and people 
are united "in this - mutual rite 
of worship to God. . 

Finally, the priest says the ,. 
• so-called secret p r aye r . ^ 

Really, it is not a "secret"., „ 
In our modern sense of that 
word.- Originally, th is was the. 
only prayer sgjd hy the priest; ' 
at the offertory. After- the • 

, people brought their gifts to -
. the priest, as described above, 

he set aside what he needed 
for consecration. He then said 
this one prayer dedicating the. 
gifts for the sacrifice. 

'. These' dedicated gifts • a r e -
cailed in jLatin "secreta" ' and ---' 
that. Is where the name comes 

TErom, " . 

- Sine© the gifts come from 
the people, the. Church gives : 
them tiie l a s t Word to con
cludes the offertory. As the 
priest finishes the secret pray* 
er; he says, ". . . p e r omnia 
secula seeulorum." And to 
gi te their firm s tamp of ap
proval to all that has bcen-said 
anddol ic during the offertory, 
the,, people voice their heart-

, felt / A m e n . " 

Js'ext week; Our gift Become* 
the perfect *lft. 

/ 
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