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Crib scenes now <o familiar at Christmas were origi-
nated by St Francis of Assisi,
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¢ (Continued fromme Paga 1)

MUCH OF THE il repute

| eonnected with' e shep herds
3 could be tracelta eir ife

" be ready for
. day and night o

in the wildernes. Tere life
‘often meant the sumival aof
the fittest. Shephe=rds had 1o
anvt hing, rea'd_\'

7

e e e e e o

face unex-

pected danger.
Reside them as they  slept
Ty Tt e ey s read X for

use against woles preving on
their flocks or for elealing wih
suspicious strangr <. You need-
ed courage to Ine in the  wild:
erness and somenf thee shep
herds could bast  of killing
“with only their ke harids q
lion or bhear oen s Kig
David had donew hien 2o aww
<till a shepherd hoy m thee
<ame pastures ueund Bethle

i hem,

These shepherls were touzh

men ‘They haellh be. Aind as
usually s the cise in matiers
of class prejudie,  they  were

not all as blac Kas  ther crities
painted them. IntX*e ranks of
the shepherds weee hones¥ and
hhumble men. Armong  them
were many -dévolec® to the ane
tride God and it hfully  wat

They ALl Came:
To Bethlehem...

phet Micheas, God had named
the town of David as the Re-
deemer’s birthplace:

“AND THOU BETHLEHE),

memory of the shepherd klné
with the destiny of the Messias
was a source of jov to the

sheprherds of Bethlehem,
. ag
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World's First
Christmas Crib

By FATHER JAMES] TUCEK

Grecclo, Italy - .

(NC) -

- The hreart of the Catholic

world is attracted during tle davs hefore Christmas to-
ward a httle hermitage yn the Valier of Rieti where the

first Christmas crib scere the
world ever knew bhlossimed
llke a winter flower 734 jecars
ago.

On Christmas Eve In 1223
Grecclo became the "Belhlé-
hem of Italy.” From a tiny
monastery, perched Iltke an
eagle’'s nest on the rocky top
of a mountain here. the pas
toral poetry of the Chrisimas
creche was 1o~xpTeEad throigh
out the world

. Its “Inventor,” St. Francls of
Awisl, had longed sl his Hee
to make a pligrimage to the
country of Jewus, - :

After organizing his com-
pany of the Little Friars he
wanted all the more to go there
and leave some of his followers
in the Holy l.and as a guard
of honor.

His ambitlion was realized,
and while visiting RBetRlchem
and saying his devout prayers
in the grotto of the Nalvity,
he cancetved an original plan
that would speak with force
and dramatic power to me of
all times and places

He declded that men should
—see with thelr bodily eyes “the
want which the Son of God
suffered, through the lack of
all things necessar) to a new-
born, and the manuer in which
he was placed in n manger and
lay on hay hetween the oy and
the donkey.” :

He later (bose e place for
his scheme with great e tution
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include Fed. tad
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-tained

and accuracy. Near the her
mitage of Greccio there was a
cave carved In the rock of the
mountai nside that gave the
Saint the exact impression of
the grotto of Bethlehem.

THE INHABITANTS of the
Valley of Rletl at the oot of
the hill. joined by their Lord
Grovannt Vellita, were enthusi-
astic In preparing everything
St. Francis' in.
structionis: " the manger,” the
animals. the aitar, the Christ
child, It was a simple and poor

thing prepared. by simple and . .

poor people.

The dramatic sense of the
Saint reached its highest and
most moving tones that Christ.
mas Eve. He was the actor,
and he recited his part helore
a devout audience In the torch-
l1t sllence.

THE FIRST creche of (rec
cio constituted one of the most
moving  pages, not only in the
life of St Francis, but In the
history of Christianity. A con-
temporary writer has called f{t

“the second birth of Chris-
tianity.””
The best comment on the

“Bethlehem at Greeclo” is con-
in the words of Tosm-
maso &« (Celano, St. Frawci§'
first Mographer, who wrole:

“simplicity is honored lere,
posverty Is pralsed, and (areecio
I« almasat turned into a new
Bethichem.”
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dmg lorthe - cnEng. of% the
Messias. . ’

* * *

AS THEY WAITED foxr the
Messlas and watthed aver thelr
flocks these shepkierds  could
look on nearby Bet hlehem and
remember the diyms of ancient
glory,

Here a thousincld years bhe
fore God took asiaephercd hoy
of Bethlehem “and ralsed him
to the throne of Israel. This
was King David weho had re

© celved his royval mcsinting from

- herd youth Davli,

. Messlas would e 2

the prophet Samtael here In
Bethlehem.

Here in t hes e pastures
around Bethlehm_. the shep

“ruddy: and
beautiful tn belolel and of a
comely face.”” had left his
sheep when he we=nt forth to
slay Gollath m®& fead the
armies of Israelih victory over
the Philistines.

This shepherd Xing whom
God called fromthe fieids of
Bethelehem wasn prefizure of
the Messlas uponw-hote acdvent
&1l Israel walled- God had
promised, moreesr, that the

-

descendant of - Da vid Bethle
hem's most famuus= shepherd,

. The Messlasing would bhe
the shepherd -king™s .%on. arl
God promized Da vid "I wil
establish his throrse forever

THIS ASSO(IAVETION of the

—_—

. the. e

blood,

They wok pride. 100. if?ﬁe

pictuare W hien the 'inepired
propphets had drawn ol the
Christ as a Goodd Shephend who
wouid lay down His hfe for
Hs  flak  The <hepherds of
Betdrichom coald not torget
this  messtan.e vision of  the
proprhet Feaas C30 10110

* .- the Lord God shall
coms . . . He slall feed his
flocks like a shepherd; he shall
gnthrer together the lambs with
his arm, mnd shall take them
up En his bosom .. "

thelr lonely hours with
finckes 1n the wildeiness,
the shepherds also hiked to re
call  the prophetic prtuwre ol
Chitst, thre Good Shepherd,
wh «-h Goed had® made through
the lips of Fzechiel:.

In

J"E WILLL, SET UP ONE
SHE.PHERD OVER THEM,
‘and  he shaall feed therp, even,
my servant David (that |ls,
Chedst whro would be David's
gon 3 ; he shall feed them, and
he shall be their shephérd.”
(Fzechiel 8!:'.’:3).

And lf these proud memories .

and Tdhvhe momises were not

enoagh, FER e TR
cotTdd | 7t to the _tradition
whieh sl that _the Christ

. whuld be_ horn here In Bethle

hem. the tetwvn  Where David,”
the shepherd king, was born.

Almost cight centurles be
fore, spea ki~ g through the pro-

ONE WEEK MORE!

ARRMMNGED  FOR

LASTT MINUTE —SHOP®ING® IS THE ORDER OF
THEDPAY, YOU HA Y WISH TO SEND A FRIEND OR
A L0V EDONE OUR SPECIAL AND LOVELY CHRIST-

M A GIFT CARD, TELLING THEM THAT YOU HAVE
MASS TO BE OFFLRED FOR
THIM AT CHRISTMEAS,

BE GOOD 10 GOD AND GOD WILL BE GOOD TO YOU.

Your membenhi-p offerings ire siring less gifts te Zod for the Mis-
stons. Living anl electased onrodled ($1 yearky, $20 perpetually for
tndividuals; $5 reamrly ana $100 perpetually for famifies). Members
share In 15,000 Va=sses yearly by our missionar-ies and In the prayers
and sacrifices of imousinds of priests amd Sisters.

ARRANGE NOVW

FOR GREGORIAN MASSES AFTER DEATH.

AMEX ABJOU T OUERR SUSPENSE CARD.

EARTHQU AKE
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©of the Parlh

RUINS PARISH €HURCH IN LEBANON.

Lebhinon we Bsave a parlsh church In ruins, due
10 swvere earthquakes in thast area. The faithful
are poor fareners and cannol pos-
=ibly tebulld ®he charch by themselves. We will
ary {0 raise §$£-000 foxr them *so €that they will once
agalh lnave s ehurch in which to pray. Any little

aift voumld be greatly apprecisted.

HUNGRY AT CHRISTMAS?
Won"t you msacrifice a little from your Christ-

“mas dizanerto help Father Ring—wh

feed some of The 830.000 homeless Palestine ref-
aigen tn the Eloly L.and. He tries to feed, clothe
and provide schooling and rmedical care for these
' unfortiznate people. $10 wil2 buy a FOOD PACK-
AGE which will feed an entire family for a week.
In gratitude wwe will send you a lovely OLIVE
SEED ROSARY FROM THE HOLY LAND.

JACOB INID XA VIER—FUTURE APOSTLES? '

During Adven tthe Charch in her IEturgy
has us walting o the coming ef the Sav.
four, just as the Paatrlrclas of iExe Ol Tesb
ament, like Jach, ¢id We'hwe two woung
serfilnarians In hdia, tne namecd Jatob and
the other Xawie, manxiously miting to hesr
that we have fonct a kind spinsor who will
asend us the $100ne=eded each yomr durizag his
six years’ trafning for the Priesthood. Won't
it In mny Instaliments,

you? You can send

YOUR “STRINGL®ESS GIFTS"

ARE THE LIFELINE THE HOLY

FATHER USESIOR MISSION EMERGENGI ES. CAN YOU SEND
Hive A CHRISTMIAS M ITE TODAY?

fule priyEng fox you
LORRENCE and S1STER BENJAMIN in India
wiill mever Xorget the frieends who help them fn
thelz present diffFculty. Zach needs $150 esch
yar for (wro years’ traiming befors they laber
for souls om the Misslomxs. Thelr poor families
anmot ktEw., Won't you? God will bless yow
shursdanily-.

SISTER LORIN CEAND SISTER BENJ AMIN are begging:
v Woull you like to have a heart full of grl%l-

every day? SISTER

REMEMBER THE

_ Altar e @D
Mass bell ...... B
Statue ......., 20

@9

Chalice
Pictute

Mass hook .,...25
" Vestmen'ts

rEast G)issionsﬁ]

LORD AT CHRIT'SMAS? We glve ilft:q to our
friends and rehliwres~wixy not a Hitte gift to God?
chapels are inx dre—need of the Following articles.

The Mission

«. - 840 Altar stone -...$10
coie «o 18 Monstrance ... 40
Banctuary lamp. 13

Tabernacle .28

FRANCES CARDINAE SPELLMAN, Piesident
‘ May:. Peter?, Tushy, Not'lSery .

Sind* ol woramublecitions te: - .
CATHOLUC NEAR EASE WELFARE ASSOCIATION
480 Lexirghm Ave. ot4Sth St- New York 17, N. Y.
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EPHRATA, are a little one
among the thousands of Juda;
out of thee shall he come forth
unto me that is to be the ruler
in Israel . .." (Micheas 5:2).

*  * *

THESE WERE the dreams

and ‘hopes of the shephe:ls
camped near Bethlehem on the

first Christmdas rnight,  the
night that Mary's San was
born.

As the shepherds kept the
night watches over their flocks
and huddled near thelr camp
fires. something strange hap-
pened. stranze even for men
who were ready to expect al-
most anything.

the
the

Suddenly "an angel of
Loid stood by them and

- glory of God shone round about

. —_

L foom
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them.” This dramatic appear-
ance of the angel struck ter-
ror into the hearts of these
fearless plainsmen. Although
they looked for anything to
happen in the desert wilder-
ness, they were not looking for
a heavenly visitor,

Quickly the angel quleted
the. frightened men:

T I

“Do fiot be afrald,” the angel
rald to them,
_bring _you. good news of great
Joy which shall be to all the
people;

ce—sttbty iy belevmg — that—the

“for behold, I -

COURTER-JOURNATL,
Friday, I%ecomhexj 13, 1957

“For there has been horn to
You today In the town of David
a Savior, who_ I3 Christ the
Logd,

“And this shall be a sign to
You: you will find an infant
wrapped In swaddling clothes
and lying In a manger.”

As the shepherds listened to
the angel's message, he was
Joined by a host ot other angels
praising God and singing:

“Glory to God In the highest,
and peace on earth among men
of good will.” .

THE VISION was soon over
and when the angels had de-
partedd into heaven, the shep-
herds had a chance to gather
their wits., They understood
the angel's message, all right.
The Savior had come at  last.
The shepherds were wrprised
at the news « ’
God would bother to tell them
about it.

The shepherds had no diffl-
culty, however, in believing the
good news: They had no difti-

Savior was horn in thé lowly
tomwn of nearbvy  Bethlehem,
This was the way, after all,

that the shepherds had always
dreamed that it would he  that
the Christ woull appear first
in the town of the anclent
shepherd boy 'Im\id. i

The shepherds lost no time.
“Tet us go over to Bethlehem,”
they saiel "and see this thing
that has come to pass, which
the Lord has made known to
us.

They hurried They knew the
way to Bethlehem, even out of
the wilderness. The angel had
given them a sign “an infant
wrapped ,in swaddling clothes
and fviirg In a manger.”

The shepherds found the
angel’'s sign in A& cave at the
edge of the town. There ina

. sheepshed in the hilside. the

shepherds found Mary and Jo-
seph and the swaddled Infant.

As they knell, the first to
find and adore the Infant
Christ, the shepherds under-
stood the message of the angel
--*there has been bom to you
In the town of David a Savior,

.. who.ls Christ. the Lord” ... . |

The difty faces of the shep-
herds broke into smiles of joy

and understanding . as  they .

starred into the face of the:Di-
vine Infant. They saw the Son
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Sr. Margaret Teresa, Nazareth College

I'D DO_IT AGAIN, by form
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na that his type of governiient, -

- Mayor and Massachusetts Gover-jof ability to keep a big city sol -
Curley ta——Prentice - Hall|verxt in depression, his

e DOl SN OB RS WO Rt O0—a-chal ten-be-sse

lenge that Curley would nof dare

the romance of Edwin

type of
"I_‘hat charity covers a muftitide
Iof sins is not a church law nor a

O'Connor's THE LAST HUR-| state law, but God’s law,

RAH. with its beloved hero Skef:!
fington, by publishing the truth.
THOUGH MARRBED through-

.out by one repeated epithet that! oi.atulatory tele .
Webster does not print and that g ey gram from Hou

Curley's mother

would have gther),

The laughter
'book, the chuckleworthy events,
‘as Curley calls them (such as
' the arrival at one polnt of ¥ con.

dini, as from oné artlst to an-
the political. scrimmages,

washed his mouth for {and 1in 51 per cent hilarity if 49 per cent

retaining

it his editors showed

seriousness — should not' be

poor judgment, since this man migeed. The score between Cab.
would hawve “come through” even 4t5 and Lowells (one of whom, a

it his every word were given i“'Universl{ty president, invited Cur -

Zulu orbabytalk)—this book pre- 1y to dinner seeking patronage

sents a great mayor, a fighter,

4 for a protege, and walked out on

bullder, & far-sighted, benefactor his guest when refused) and Cur-
of his city. We hope hls cam- joyg ought to be known .

palgn methods are past history;

of God lwving on the floor of the
world, born in a cave like the

. ~fen of any-poer shepherde—x: cfinet

At last the Lord God had
come "like a shepherd” to gath-
er the Lambs and “take them
up into his bosom.”

LA S
HERE IN BETHLEHEM on
the first Christinas .night, the

despised shepherds came into
their own. Here In a cave the
outcast shepherds found the

inod Shepherd who was also
destined to an outcast from the
world. ‘I am the good shep-
herd,” He would tell the world.
"The good shepherd lays down
his life
10:11),

When the shephérds left the
cave they vanished into the
night, but not without telling
everyones they met the won-
drous things which they had
seen and heard.

Back (o the cave Mary
hugged her Child to her breast
ind stoted In her heart the
story of the shepherds, the
story of the good shepherds
who had come to Bethlehem.

for his sheep.” (John

NO SIR, the Jesuit who has
James Curley for father needn’t
‘be ashamed of him—and must

'love him to death, Curley is Skef-

that fills the

o o
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Cardinal C;llego

Has 13 Vacancies
Vatlean Clty — (NC) - The

I'death of Cardinal Piazza, 73, Sec-

retary of the Sacred Consistorial
Congregation, reduces to 57 the
mermnbers of the Sacred College
of Cardinals. The traditional
complement ia 70,

Cardinal Plazza s the 13th
Cardinal to die since Pope Plus
XII brought the college up to
full strength in January, 1953.

L Cardinal Piazza died on Novem-

‘ber30th;— - iy

CARMELITE PRIESTS
® Men of Prayer

® Men of Mary

Bs a Carmalitel ’s own- Ovde %
caliing for voluntmesrs. for taformans
tion today to Fr. Bimson, O. Carwm, 108
South Bt., Avburm, N. Y, .

.

t 1932 PENFIELDRD.,

| Brwmt &, Parsons & Son, Ine

Pipe @rgan Burdng and Matntenanre
” SINICE 1974
PENFIED; NoYi-

® Men of Adlon

tidtow-4-033

ORGANS

- ALLEN

" _for‘a- TASTY Christmas Dinner- .. 5
- for a PERFECT Christmas Gift ... .
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