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Crib s c e n e s now so familiar a t C h r i s t m a s " w e r e origi­
nated by St. Franc i s of Ass i s i . 

(Continued from* Fnge 1) 

MUCH OF THE ill repute 
connected with' the? shepherds 
could be traced \<~i ihoir life 
in the \vildernr«. n,ire j|fe 

'often meant thi* survival n[ 
t h e fittest. Shepherds h a d to 
b e ready for anyt IIIIIR. ready 
day and n i g h t to face unex­
pected danger. 

Reside t h e m ns tlirv slept 
Trn^y-TTmrmeTl—flubs rcady'TnT 
u s e against wohes proving on 
their floe ks or for rlcalinp with 
suspicious stra tiger <;. Ynu need­
e d couiaEte to 1I\I> in the wild-
ernes'; and s o m e n f thise shep­
herds rnuld hnast of killing 
\yith only th.fMrlut.rp hai-.ds a 
l ion or hear even ns King 
D a \ id had dnni'« hivi ::.-• U A 
'.till a sl.epliord b o y m then 
si imc pastures mound B«Mh!e 
horn. 

Thesp shepherds were Tou;h 
men They hari In he. And as 
usually is Uip case- in m a t i n s 
o f (lass piejadiic. tin-) u n p 
nut all as bl.u k as their e m i r s 
painted them. In t l i e ranks of 
t h e shepherds wre- honest and 
humble men. Ar-nong them 
w e r e many-rtevolpra to the 01:0 
trtTe God and tali hfully wal 

.•t^g—fe*y.-*M*ift,- <Mnv^r>g_o£^ the-
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"For there has been horn to 
.YOjU today In the town of David 
n Savior, w h o Is Christ the 
Lord. 

"And this shall b e a s i gn to 
you: you will find an infant 
wrapped In swaddling clothes 
and lying in a manger." 

BOOK 
SHELF 

V* o i it 
Again 

S r Margaret Teresa, Nazareth College 

I'D DO_rr AGAIN, by for inSrrand that his type of government^ 
Mayor a n d Massachusetts Gover­
nor Curley ta—Prent ice • Hall 

Wt)ty &li Came 
tEo petf)lef)em. 

Saint Invented 
World's First 
Christmas Crib 

Bv FATHKR JAMES I. T I T E R 

Greccio, Italy -- (NC) 
world is attracted durinx tl 
ward a little liermitHKe in tl 
first Christmas ci lb sipr.r t'ie 
world ever knew hl'xss.'med 
like a winter flower 7.14 years 
ago. 

On Christmas Eve In 1223 
Greccio became the "Bethle­
hem of Italy." From a tiny 
monastery, perched like an 
eagle's nest on the rocky top 
of a mountain hpre. thp pas 
toral poetry of the Christmas 
creche waTTo spread thro'i^n 
out th? .world 

UM "Inventor," St. Frnnrli of 
A«wKl, had longed all his life 
to moke n pllfrrhmnjje to thp 
country of Jesus. 

After organizing his com­
pany of the Little Friars, he 
wanted all the more to g o there 
and leave some of his followers 
In the Holy Ijind as n guard 
of honor. 

His ambition was realized, 
and while visit ing Bethlehem 
and saying his dc\out pr . i jo i s 
in the grotto of the Nativity, 
he conceived an original plan 
that would speak u u h 1<>Tre 
and dramatic pnuer to rn<"; of 
all time* nnd places. 

He decided that men jdmuld 
-we-wi th their bodily e y e s "flip 
want which the Son o f find 
Buffered, through the lack of 
all things necessary to a new-
horn, nnd the manner In which 
ho was placed In n maimer and 
lay on ha\ hctwecn the «>\ nnd 
the donkey." 

U P later 1 1,-sc I'.e p!-'"' f'" 
his scheme with c t n t irtirt'on 

• - The h e a r t o f t h e C a t h o l i c 

p d n \ s t>efnre C h r i s t m a s l o -

le Yiille;. of R i e t i w h e r e t h e 

a n d nccuiacy. Near the her 
mitago of Gi'ecclo there was a 
c a v e carved in the rock of t h e 
mountainside that g a v e t h e 
Saint t h e exact Impression o f 
t h e grotto of Bethlehem. 

THE INHABITANTS o( t h e 
Valiey o f Rletl at the "fool o f 
t h e hill, joined by their Lord 
G10vnn.nl Velllta, were enthusi­
as t i c In preparing everything 

__nbcpnllng to St. Francis' In­
s truct ions: the manger , t h e 
animals , the altar, the Christ 
child, It was a simple and poor 
til ing jxrepared- by .s imple iuad 
poor people. 

The dramatic sense of t h e 
Saint reached Its h ighest a n d 
m o s t moving tones that Christ­
m a s E v e , He was the net o r , 
a n d he recited-his part hefora 
a devout audience In the torch-
it t silence. 

THE FIRST creche of Gre*c-
c i o constituted one of t h e mast 
moving pages, not only in t h e 
l i f e or St. Francis, but in t h e 
history of Christianity. A con­
temporary writer has called it 
"the sefcond birth of Chris­
tianity." 

The best comment o>n t h e 
"Bethlehem a t Greccio" i s con­
tained In the> words of Tom-
tnasn ciV (c la im. St. r'rnncK' 
fir*.! biographer, who wrote: 

'•Simplicity Is honored here, 
poverty Is praised, and ( ircecio 
IH alm««t turned Into a n e w 
B*»thli'h«»m." 

Messlas . 

AS THEY WAIT-ED for the 
Messlas and watrhe-d over their 
flocks these shp|ir-ieril« r-t >uld 
look on nearby Her hlehem and 
remember the days of ancient 
g-lory. 

Herp a thousanci JPJI S be­
fore Hod took nslTPpherri boy 
o f Bethlehem and raised him 
t o the throne ol Israel. This 
w a s King David i v h o had re­
ceived his roya l aiu >lntlng from 
t h e prophet Samuel here In 
Ficthlehem. 

Here In t h t « e pastures 
around Bethlehem, the shep­
herd youth David, "ruddy and 
beautiful to b-eholri nnd of a 
comely fare." had left his 
sheep when h-e we»nt lorth to 
a lay Goliath indE lend tin 
armies of Israel In victory over 
t l i e Phil ist ines. 

This shepherd 3dng whom 
God called from t l i e fields ol 
Bethelehem w a s n prel lgure of 
t h e Messlas upon «•"hose advent 
a l l Israel walled. God had 
promised, morpme-r. that the 
Messlno would. t > e . . o .n]oni[ 
descendant of-Datvld. Re t hie 
hem's most famous shepnerd. 

. . The Mess la s Jiln-g. wou.ld. te 
t h e shepherd Wng" s . »on . aid 
C o d promised Pa vld, "T will 
establ ish his throrae forever." 

THIS ASSOCIATION o f the 

memory o f the shepherd king 
with the destiny of the Messias 
was a souicc of joy to the 
shepherds of Bethlehem. 

.....?.«i L . . ,_ . , - - - - e — 
They took pride, too, in the 

picluie w liu 11 the 'umpired 
]iioi«tiets had d u w n ol the 
Chri*.t n̂  a 1 '••>o.i Shophou) who 
would lay down His life for 
II.s fliM k The siiPjiheids of 
Ii-'.hieh.m ( o i h l not lo iget 
this mi'^i.i:i,i- MMOII of the 
prophet Is.u.is 1 50 1(1 11 1: 

". . . the Lord (iod shall 
eom«* . - - Hi' chilli feed his 
floctt like a shepherd; he shall 
gnthier t(ig«»ther the Inmhs with 
his arm, and Bhall take them 
up I n his bosom . . ." 

In their lonely hours with 
. the. i' !l"('ks in 1 he wiltln n»">s, 

the shcphi-nls also liked to re­
call the prophetic picuiie of 
Chi 1 st, tt*e tiooil Shepherd, 
w)i«-li Cnri -had' made thiough 
the lips of l>.ei hiel:_ 

. "E WIl-I. RET I P ONE 
SHKPHEril) OVER T H E M, 
and hit shuill feed thena, eve-n .̂ 
4ny wrvo.Tit David (that la, 
Christ whto would be David's 
son i ; he shall fp<nl thf>m, and 
he shall be their shepherd." 
(teechlol 31:23). 

• • 

phet Mlcheas, God had named 
the town of David as the Jie-
deemer's birthplace: 

" A , \ n THOU BETHLEHEJL 
" T ^ H K S T X , ~ B > e n r T i t f f e "one 
among the thousands of -liidn; 
out of thee shall he come forth 
unto me that Is to be the ruler 
In Israel . . ." (Mlcheas 5:2) . 

THESE WERE the dreams 
and- -hopes af the shepherds 
camped near Bethlehem on tne 
first Christmas night. the 
night that Mary's Son w i s 
born. 

As the shepherds kept the 
night watches over their flocks 
nnd huddled near their camp 
fires, something strange hap­
pened, strange even for men 
who were- ready to expect nl 
most anything. 

Suddenly "an angel of tha 
Loul stood by them and the 
g'lory of God shone round about 
them." This dramatic appear­
ance of tht angel struck ter­
ror into the hearts of these 
fearless plainsmen. Although 
'they looked for anything to 
happen in the desert wilder­
ness, they were not looking for 
a heavenly visitor 

A-nd II these proud jnernorles —-
BndT"(fl\",f,»» momlses were not 

cmfTd p- »t to the tradition 
which M -l that , t h e Christ 

. Wbuld lie horn here In Bethle-
henri. the " t o w n ' w h e r e David,' 
the shepherd king, w a s born. 

Avlmost eight centuries be- 1 
fore. speafcl-R through the pro-

Quickly the angel quieted 
the..frightened, .meru. r . 

"Do hot be afraid." the ajigel 
aald to them, "for behold, I 
bring you . raod.JievA-B of jcroal. 
Joy which Shall be to all the 
people; 

As the shepherds listened to 
the. angel's message , he was 
Joined by a host ot other an-gcls. 
praising God and singing: 

"Cilory to God In the highest, 
and peace on earth among men 
of good will." 

THE VISION was soon over 
and when the angels had de­
parted into heaven, the shep­
herds had a chance to gather 
their wits. They understood 
the angel's message , all right. 
Thp Sa\ 1 • >r had come at last. 
The shophei ds were surprised 
at the new-, suTprP-od too that 
God would bottler t o tell them 
about it. 

,̂ 
The shepherds h a d no diffi­

culty, however. In bel ieving the 
good news. They h a d no diffi-

—ctt&M.- --in • •twMwv'mg- -rtrat-^-^hff--
Savior was born in the lowly 
town of nearby Bethlehem. 
This w a s the way, alter all, 
that the shepherds had always 
dreamed that It would he that 
the Christ would nppear first 
In thp town of the ancient 
shepherd hoy Pavid. 

The shepherds los t no time. 
"I*et us go over to Bethlehem," 
they said, "and sec tins thing 
that has come tn pass, which 
the Lord has made known to 
us." 

They hurried They knew the 
way to Bethlehem. e\en out of 
the wilderness. The angel had 
given them a sign "an Infant 
w i a p p c d , i n swaddling clothes 
and lyrrrg In a manger." 

The shepherds found the 
angel's sign in a rave at the 
edge ot the town. There In a 

. sheepshed In the hlljslde. the 
shepherds found Mary a n d Jo­
seph and the swaddled Infant. 

As they' knelt, t h e first to 
find and adore tho Infant 
Christ, the shepherds under­
stood the message o f the angel 
- -"there has been born t o ynu 
In the town of Pa v ld a Savior, 

_whfl-la Christ, the Lord.". . • , . 

The dirty faces of the shep­
herds broke into smiles o f Joy 
and., .understanding . as. they _ 
starred Into the face of t h d D l -
vine Infant. They saw t h e Son 

hoo-k-i-r-is—Uie--ai^w^^-to--a---Gl*^^lchaKltyT^viIl-^te&-ba-^i^^gafa 
lenge that Curley would not dare 
offset ,the romance of .Edwin 
O'Connor's T H E L A S T HUR-
"RAH. w i t h its beloved hero Skef-

of ability to keep a Wg c i ty sol­
vent In depression, his r ipe oi" n-

T h a t charity covers a tnultittide 
of sins is not a church law nor a 
s t a t e law, but God's law. . _ 

The laughter that f i l ls t h e 
fington, b y publishing the truth.! book, the chucltfeworthy events, 

, as Curley calls them (such a s 
THOIKSH M A B R E D t h r o u g h - ; t h e a r r l v a l a t one point o f « con* 

out by o n e repeated epithet that: g r a t u l a t o r y telegram, from Hoj> 
Webster does n o t print and that d i n i i a s fr o m o n ( r a r t l s t t o ^ 
Curley's mother would have o t h e r ) , the pol i t ical .scrimmages, 
washed h i s mouth for (and in 5 1 p e r c e n t hilarity if 49 p e r cent 
retaining it h i s editors showed ser iousness — should n o t ' b e 
poor Judgment, since this m a n , m i s s e d . T h e s c o r e between Cab-
would have "come through" even o t s a n d L o w e i ] s (one of whom, a 
If h i s every word were given in ' Universi ty president, invited Cur-
Zulu or baby-talk)~-this book pre- i e y t o dinner seeking patronage 
sents a great mayor , a fighter, a f o r a p r o t e g e . and walked out o n 
builder, a far-sighted, benefactor h i s guest when refused) a n d Cur-
of his city. W e hope his cam- l e y S i o u g h t t o b e ^ ^ , 

palgn methods are past history; , ' , * , _ , . 
: N O S I B , the Jesuit w h o h a * 

J a m e s Curley for father needn't 
of God lying o n the floor of t h e , be ashamed of him—and must 
world, born in a cave like t h e ' i 0 V e him to death. Curley i s Skef. 

j?--mn -of anyTrtfKH-.sftefheHfc^^^-Ejfeigti' 

At l a s t the Lord' God h a d 
come "litce a shepherd" to gath­
er the Lambs and ''take t h e m 
up Into his bosom." 
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H E R E IN BETHLEHEM o n 
the first Christmas.night, t h e 
despised shepherds came i n t o 
their own. Here In a cave t h e 
outcast shepherds found the 
Good Shepherd who w a s a l s o 
destined to an outcast from t h e 
world. " I am the good shep­
herd," M e would tell the world. 
"The good shepherd lays down 
his life for h i s sheep." (John 
10:11). 

When the,shepherds left t h e 
cave they vanished into t h e 
night, but not without tell ing 
everyone they met the w o n ­
drous things which they had 
seen a n d heard. 

Back In tha cave Mary 
hugged her Child to her breast 
snd stored In her heart the 
story o f the shepherds, the 
story al the good shepherds 
wher ha<3 come to Bethlehem. 

Cardinal College 
Has 13 Vacancies 

Vatican City — ( N O — T h e 
death of Cardinal Piazza, 73 , Sec­
retary of the Sacred Conslstorial 
Congregation, reduces to 57 t h e 
members of the Sacred College 
of Cardinals. The traditional 
complement i s 70. 

Cardinal Piazza Is t h a 18th 
Cardinal to die alnce Pope P ius 
X I I brought the col lefe up t o . 
full strength In January, 1953. 

._ Cardinal Piazza died o n N o v e m -
ber~30thr" 

CARMELITE PRINTS 

I ^ ^ J • Men of Prayer 

V ^ ^ y • Man »f Actio* 

M 

• Men of Mary 
B* • OtnMlltet Kuif* •"» Or*r ti 
oiling tor voluntMrt. Writ* far lifcrau-
Uoa tixUy to Fr. Slmwn, O. C»r», 101 
South BU. Auburn, K. Y. 

Wxvmt #. flffiflHML &Jion^SnL 
Jllpr (Srgan QJurriug anb fSatnlmatitf 

~ " SINCE 1914 
t » » l fENFmO *D'l. tENFfllOv Wr^f.- UfaHow t - 0 3 » 

: A L t t N ORGANS •* • • •—— 

ONE WEEK MORE! 
us~t rntevrn —SHOPJPINU" IS THE OROEB OF 

r i l F , » A l , V O l HA.Y WISH TO SEND A FRIEND OK 
A 1,0V ED ONE O i a SPECIAL A*NU LO\ELV CI1K1ST-

,SAM S I F T CARD, TELLIMG THEM THAT VOL RAVE 
A-SKA-NGKU FOK MASS TO BE OFFbREO FOB 
THtM ATCU-RlSTWAS. 

BE GOOD TO CS0D AND S O D VTILL BE 0OOD TO TOU. 

for a TASTY Christmas Dinner. • • 

for a PERFECT Christmas Gift».» 
Your mcmt>«rihl3> odtrinti i r « itrlnclcu fUTti U Gad far tht Mis­

sions. I.lvlnc and deceise-d enrolled 1(1 jretrtj, $20 perpetually for 
tndivldusls; $ 5 tfmrly ind $100 perpetually for families). Members 
share in 15.000 Mass^i yearly by our mlaslanar-liu and in the prayers 
and sacrifices ol limoii'snnds of pr-iesli m d Slttert. 

ARRANGE NOW FOIt GREGORIAN MASSES AFTER DEATH. 
A»K A BO L T 0 U B SUSPENSE CARD. 

Her heart 

is set on 

MINK 
and the 

finest of 

. Mink 

wears the 

famous 

Bernard Held 

label 

E A R T H Q U A K E Rl'INTS PARISH CHUR-CH I N L E B A N O N . 
lirthrc-Tlllige u( ROPfflrtirtlnrTOntlnmT-p'rrtpf-

Lebmoxi w« toave a parish church In raJnr, du« 
to irrere tirfchquik«*>j In t in t area. The faithful 
o f the Parish ara poor f i n s e / i and cannot pos-
s i b h rebuild *h« ebarch by themselves. We will 
>*rj It t-alse 14-̂ 000 for them ^0 ih*t thej will onc» 
j faln have 1 church la which to pray. Anj IlttU 
s i f t would be xreatly appreciated. 

i rXJNGRY AT* C H R I S T M A S ? 
Won't you «acrl(lc-e a llttlt from your Chrlst-

-3Tias drrrnertir lielp Father King, who Is trying to 
feed some of She 930.000 homeless Palestine ref­
ugees i n tht Holy L-and. He tries to feed, clothe 
2 n d providt ichoollru? and medical care for these 
^lnfortunat* [>«ople. *10 wllj buy a FOOD PACK­
AGE which wil l feed an entire family for a week. 
In gratitude *•»« win send you a lovely OLIVE 

SEED ROSARty FROM THE HOLY LAND. 

* 2-skin Mink 
Scarves, 49.50 

• Mink Stoles 
from $295 

Prices include Fed. tax 

Convenient Terms 
No Carrying Charge ' 

Open Tues, Thurs.. Fn till 9 
EUCLID AT A T L A S S E . 

_*OCHiSTH'S LARGEST EXCLUSIVE rUWUIR-

J A C O B At*JD X A V I E I t — F U T U R E A P O S T L E S ? 
During Ad*r«iil t3 ie Church In her liturgy 

pu M wt l t lns lor- the coralni «f the Sav­
iour. Just «s t*e Patrlarclaa of tfcae Old~~Te!^ 
anient, tike Jacob,, did. WV'tuve- two young 
aetnlnarlans I n Indlja.'fine named Jatofa and 
the other Xavicr, ainxlously wilting to heir 
that ire hive found a kind sponsor who will 
aend aa the SlfiO'needcd e a c h jeacr during hit 
aix .yeara' tr»i»lni for the Prlesfciiood. Won't 
yon? Ton ean aendl It In a n y Init-allments, 

YOUR "STRIKGLESS GIFTS" ARE THE LIFELINE THE HOLY 
FATHER USES FOR MISSION EMERGENCIES. CAN YOU SEND 

l\\m A CHRISTMAS MITE TODAY? 

S I S T E R LOBEf*r C E A N D S I S T E R B E N J A M I N a r e b e g g i n e ! 
tv"ouhl y o u like to have » heart fall or grati­

tude pMyfong tar you every day? SISTER 
L0KENCE and SISTER BENJAMIN in India 
will never *orget the friends who help them En 
their present difficulty. S«ch needs $150 each 
year for t w o years' training before they laber 
far souli o>» IhtlMUsloEta. Their poor famlllei 
u n a e t hetp. Won't yon? God will blesa yoa 
Ibnndantlr-

REMEMB13H TlCE LORD AT CHBITSMASI We give gifts to otn-
friends »nd reliil l^es-wlny not a little gift to God? The Mission 
chapels are in. dire-—ne«d o f the Following articles. 
Altar I^B Ohallci $40 AlUgr atone *... .$10 
Mass bell S Picture . , , . . . 18 Monstrance . . . 40 
Statue SO Mass book , , . . . 2 9 Sanctuary lamp. IS 
Pyx . . . . . . % . . , , * 5 ' V«stnien*a 80 Tabernacle U 

faVmBftOfa 
FRANCIS CARDINAL. JPELIMAN, Pr.iident 

Msir.Fatarf. Tuthy^ NoI'lJwt'y 
Sine! all torramuntca'tloni to: ' 

CATHOtIC NEAR EASF WEUFARE ASSOCIATION " 
480 Lexington Ave. ot4»Stfi for Nei/tf York 1*7, N. Y* 

SERVE AND GIVE THE FINEST Of THIM 

ARPEAKO 

iFWm Mj^mK J|JR Wl ^T' 
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