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" Pope GiveSRuIes ..

On Saving Dying

, " Vatican City — (RNS) — Modern techniques of
—artificial respiration “contain in themselves nothing’
- that is immoral,” Pope Pius-XII said here.:But he

at "reanimation” ‘when life is ebbing hopelessly, or
relatives ask them to desist, “in order to permit the
patient, already virtually dead, to pass on in peace.”

The Pope spoke in French to delegates attending the
Inteynatunml Congress of Anesthesiologists in Rome. He
, r‘ecmved thent in the Consistory Hall of the Vatican Palace.
' The Pontiff said he was answering questions raised by Dr.
Bruno Held, chief of the anesthesia section of thle surgical

c}inic at the University of Innsbruck, Austria, on behalf of
Catholic" anesthetists. -
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POPE PIUN said doctors should
make every effort to keep a pati-
ent alive until Extreme Unction
--the Last Sacrament of the
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Turning to the wishes of the
family. the Pontiff sald ‘‘the.
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sumed wish of the unconscious finally ceases, after which the
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istered. , ‘
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" "7 Ureburg, Germany — (NC) — Santa Ulaus came
early this year for the children of this village in south-
ern cermany,
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“In such a case,”” Pope Piusl
explained. “there is no direct dis-
posing of the life of the patient,
and no euthanasia. which would
ever be legitimate. Thus, although

a cessation of circulation of the | tive separation of body and soul~
blood is caused. the ceasing of But the Fope explained that, i

themselles spontaneously or even
with the help of artificial pro
ceedings.” :

ROMAN CATHOLIC doctrine
teaches that death occurs at the
moment of “complete and defini

by Augsburg.

Father Natale, who is~from Rochester, N. Y.,
over the village 'and dropped bags of candy to the hun-
.. dreds of boys and girls under the care of the Sisters
of St. Joseph in Ursburg's Catholic institutions.

He came by helicopter in the person of Father (Capt.)
Joseph Natale, a U.S. Army chaplain stationed in near-
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(Conﬂnued' from page 1)

Mary. Mary was troubled. not
by the presence of “the “Angel”
bjt by the strangeness and the
reverence of his words.

Fhe Angel calmed the
troubled girl. “Do not be afraid,
Mary,” he assured her, “for
thou hast feund grace with
God.

“And behold,” the Angel con-
tinued, *“thou shalt concelve in
thy womb and shalt bring
forth a son; thou shalt call his
name Jesus.

“He shall be great, and shall
be called the Non of the Most
High: and the Lord God will
give him the throne of David
his father, and he shall be the
king over the house of Jacob
forever; and of his kingdom
there shall be no end.”

.

* *

MARY UNDERSTOOD the
words of the angelic messenger.
- They were clear enough =she
was to be chosen as the Mother
of the Redeemer. She was to
be the Mother of the Son of
God. The Messias promised to
the Patriarchs. the royal Scion
of David, would be her son.
S Y
_But

B _What about her vow of
virginity? How could Fer con-
science solve the dilemma of
virginity and motherhood? She
placed _her difficulty of con-
science before the Angel.

“How shall this happen. since

I do not know man?" Even
. though bethrothed to Joseph,
: Mar} had surrendered all nor-

To Beth

L AT

| Came -
ehem. ..

THE MOTHER OF CHRIST

mal use of the marriage right.
As the delicate but realistic
speeciy of--the Jews-expressed
i, Mary “did not Know man.”
Neither would she know man
in the future.

* * *

ONCE AGAIN Gabriel as-
sured Mary. Her vow to God
was safe,

*The Holy Spirit.” he explain-

" shall come upon thee and
the power of the Most High
thall  overshadow thee; and

therefore the Holy One to be
hoirn shall be called the Son of
God.”

This was God's_plan for the
incarnation of His Divine Son.
Seven hundred years before,

the prophet Isalas had.fbrecast’

the plan of God to the King-
dom of Juda: “Behold a virgin
shall conceive, and bhear a son,
‘and his name shall be called
Emmanuel (God with us).”

Now the prophecy of lsaias
was explained. God's secret was
out. God's proposal was before
Mary. She must accept or re-
ject it. She must speak, for
herself, for her nation, for the
world, The Angel awaited her

Llistering. . ...

Mary's answer was prompt,
emphatic  and
"Behold the handmaild of tiié
Lord,” she told the Angel; “Be
it done unto me according to
thy word.” )

“The \l\v'ord was..made flesh
and, dwelt among us.”
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NINE MONTES after the
Annunciation in Nazareth,
travellers passed. almost with.
out notice a humble couple
wending their way southward

to Bethlehem, a little towh s
‘few miles south of Jerusalem.

oseph.’ Why {were they. taking
the rugged and tiring journey
to Bethlehem, -the anclent city
of King David? ’

e

‘Rome had touched their lives.
Caesar Augnstus had ordered
a census of—&il those lvigg.
within his fapflung . domains.
Every man, the Emperor had
decreed, must register in his
native town. Joseph, therefore,.
.was_ on his way to Bethlehem
because he was of the house
and family of David.

Perhaps, because of her ton-
dition Mary could have excused
hersell from this journey but
she insisted on going. In the
decree of ~the -Emperor Mary
saw the hand of God..

No doubt the Virgin-Mother
-was happy to escape the pry-
‘Ing eyes and gossiping tongues
- of her neighbors in Nazareth
but she also had more serious
reasons for wanting her son
born in Bethlehem. ~— 77

She was mindful of the
Angel's promise that God
would give her Son "the throne
of David his father.” She re-
membered. too, that the ancient
prophet Micheas had pointed to
Bethlehem as the birthplace of
the Redeemer.

“And thou, Bethlehem Eph-
rata,” he had sald, “art a
little one among the thousands

“—gf; Juda. Out of thee shall he

come forth unto me that I8 to
be the ruler of Israel; and his
going forth is from the begin-
ning, from the days of eter-
“nity.”

God wanted the Christ born
in Bethlehem. ,

* * *

MARY AND JOSEPH, there- |

tore, arrived at the gates of the
city of David. It was the win.
ter season in the Orient, rainy
and chilly.

Bethlehem was crowded with
others who had come to enroll
in the Emperor's census. The
village inn offered no privacy
for the expectant mother.
There was no place for Mary

This couple was Ma):-y ang. eV

;— —was— born—The-Vir

e 'trom the World 1
the coming of the Son of God
and Mary’s Son, :

She wrapped: the Inf
swaddling clothes, binding His
arms to His body, and Jaid Him.
in a manger—a fitfing crib for
One who would die on a. closs.

* * x

JOSEPH WAS the Iirst to
behold the Virgin-Mother hold-
ing "the Divine Infant. Gazing
reverently upon the Mother

, and Child Joseph saw the full-

filment of God's anclenty and
eternal dream-—the love of God
incarnate—the Son of God.

It was a dark night in Beth-
lehem but in this cave under

the world, Mary and Joseph

looked upon the face of the

_ Infant and saw the Light shin-
ing in

the darkness, .
This is the story of Bethle-

hem—Mary's story.
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