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With
of communication, the teachl
office f ﬂl?{:hu,rdl s som!g
hamgéred. She counts among
her special biessings in our own
the ' ioopoktant and
fruitiul Catholic press.

! A ‘Rationn] Freedom'_
Because freedom of the press
fs a basit right to be respecedt—
and safeguarded,—it must be
understoed and defendet not &8
license, but as true rational
freedom. The kind of uncritical
daims for and defense of lib-
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In Wis W*w&iw of
Sept. 8 297, wur ﬂo&y Father
has spoken nef only of the com-
petence ©of public adpuinistoa-
tors, but also of thelr strict
daty 10 exercise supervision
over the mar modean media of
mmmw\&:auun md eﬂwrmw»

not from a merely polmeal
standpoint -- but also from
that of public aorals, the sure
foundation of which rests on

Mg&?x\g to the prindple of
minkmal vestraint, —

Thuse who may become im-
patient with the reluctpnce of
T, slate through its laws to
eux:;!) sad oueladl, human fzee
:‘ri should boar in mmind that
this & a prinviple which serves
o safegued all gur vital free-
doms te vurb 16ss rather
s mere,
Ry thasd tor ‘reswa‘mt.

- Wighest Prudence Needed

In practee the exercise of
any  such ocwbs by the state

yuibs for the highest. dusoretion-

and prudence. This is particu-
larty true “in the area of the
press. For here an  unbeidled
power to curb and repress can
meke a fyrant of government,
and can wrest frum the people

-help of all-

to hold for Uberty
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cieg related in chargeter.

Each
Each seeks to enlist in a prop-
er and lawful manner the co-

operation »f those who can
curb the evil. Each inviles the

the sup-
port of its objectives. l&ach en-
deavors through positive action
to form habits of artistic taste
which will move people 1o seek
“out and patronize the good. In
their $work they reflect the
moral teaching of the Church,
Neither agency exercises cen-
s ..pin any true sense of the
word.

he competence of the
Church in  this field comes
from her divine commnission as
teagher of morals. Moral values
are here clearly involved. Her
standards of _evaluation are
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\evaluaxes and aoffers the.
evaluation to those interested. -

)n Censorshlp

that by actual count irash and
smut en the news stands have
the advantage of nuznbers and
that those sane stapds reflect
an acceptance of and growing
concentration on lewdness - - in
the face of all this we can only
say that we are confronted
with condflions wrhith are
fraught with perll.

Tiirough the National Legion
of Decency arxd the Natienal
Otfice for Decent Literaturer -
we Catholics give public expres-
sion to our opinionn on this
subject. Through these agen-
cies we volce our concern
over conditions which, tolerat-
ed. merit expression of public
indignation, But we assert that
our activities as carrded out by
these organizations cannot just-
ly be termed an attermpt to ex:
ercise censorship,

uberdes.

Prudence will always de
mand, as 1s true under our goy.
ermmental system, that the

courts be in a position to pro-
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drawn from revelation, reason
and Christian tradition and
from the basic norms of the
moral law. These are the stand-
ards on which our nation was
founded, and their preservation

The right to speak out in_

favor of goad mmorals can hard
ly be challenged In a democ-
racy such as ours. It is a long-
standing tradition of this coun-
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stances such efforts have made
a valuable codtribution to the
community.

It s in full aceord with this
tradition that the work of the
Legion of Decency and the Na-
tiona] Office for Decent Liter-
ature is carried on. The rights
these agencies seek to protect
are among the most important
and sacred -~ the rights of par-
‘ents lo biing up their children
in an atmosphere’ “reasonably
free from defilement, the right
of children to be proteeted
from grave and insidious moral
danger, the right of all not to
be assalled at every turn by a
display of indecency. Through
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the work of these agencies. the |

Church is able to give concretle
expression of her concern.

A Guide to Catholics

The evaluations of these

agencles have been a guide to
ouF Catholic people. At the

same time,, they have entisted

the support of many others
who share our concern. No one
can fail to be stirred by the
evident desire of so many peo-
ple to remedy an unwholesome

)

' SOURIER-JOURNAL on this work One could wish
4057 that the sense of responsibility

of those who write &nd those

“wka produce motion pictures

would make superfluous action
of this nature. Pasl expenrience,
howeyer, does not permit us to
look forwdrd to a day when
this sort of evaluation will no
longer be called for. Far from

eurtail‘mg the work of these . .
avel YHém —

contmue Kof can we fail to he
watchful over the fields of
radie and television. Mean-
whdle, .our . existing _agencies
must he prepared to meet a
continuing evil with an unre-
mitting effort.

As a nation. we are intense-
ly jealous of our freedoms. We
are filled with pride that they
have been so fully assired to
us in our demaocracy. The rev-
erence in which we hold our
Constitution is due in great
part to the care with which it
has set down for all to know
basic human {reedoms that are
inviolable. From childhaood,
these-truths are taught us; they

become the support ot our aduit

life.

A freedom perceived in ita
true essence, In its exact limits,
in its. context of responsibility,
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