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‘A Tale Of Two Cities’
Funds rui;ed by Bishop Kegrney

in Rochestgr, England and returns Holy

By FATHER RICHARD TORMEY, Chaplain

HE HISTORY of men and institu-
Ttlons reveals that be yond applying

talents, grace and luck to .career
problems, great leaders often deli-
berately follow the shadows of an
ideal predecessor to Inspire thelr ma-
Jor works. Emulation of a herosaint”
of the past is not uncormmon practice
even for bishops.
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Bishop John Fisher of Rochester,
L‘xfgland. has been the slrongest his-
‘torical inspiration of Bishop Kearney
in his administration of the New-
World Diocese of Rochedter,

As the focus of Bishop Kearney's
personal devotion. as the mode| for
much of his own publie service and
as the spirit behind 1wo rreat dloce-
San movements of chariy and edu-
cation,  St. John Fisher hag put an
indelible maik on two decades  of
Rochester chuich history-.

Proud of his inherttance of the epls-
copal title Bishop of Rochestor .
borne - so honorably  from 1504 to
1535 by this Fnglish marty 1 bishop,
Bishop  Kearney  has Lepeatedly ex
alted the name and fames of St John
Fisher of Rochester for the  edif)
cation of the people of thi Diocese.

-The Enghsh Cathole Diocese ot
Rochester nolonger e s, having
been dissolved by the k.ol gavern-
ment following Bishop Bilers pxe-
cUtion 10 153 0 deferae ol the Fanth,
AT the time of 1S dem e 1t w as thn

second  oldest ‘hx\hnpv e Fneland,
dating from 604 wWhen o Augus.
Line conseciated Sant ', 1. as the
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The Catholie Bishops of the engn.
Ty wWerte dispersesd a- o depr ved of
“wlonHes Nehis and e non o
Boshop Fiier was never < ooeeded n
olit Rochester His shephierdiess finck
Wois so thiotthed thal no ~incte Masg
Wk celebriated 1 oG e o foroan.
other 419 yvears

The Diocese of Rochester hecame
part of the <tate Chureh of Fnglund
and even Ul todiy uses Bhvop Fiche
er s Cathedral. When the Catholie
lerarchy was restoed in England
in the middle 1800's. after many years -
ol persecution following Henry VI,
new Catholic dioceses wer . organized
hy the Vatican because the Protestant
Church of England stll held  the
naroe of the ancient Catholic sees.

]N MARCH OF 1868 Pope Pjus IX
revived the old title of St John Fish-
er's  diocese by establishing a new
Diocese of Rochester in New York
Ntate and naming Rev. Bernard J.
McQuaid of Newark, N.J.. as the
first Bishop of the See.

Seventy years and four Bishops
later, when Bishop Kearney came lo
Rochester the time scemed right for
lstorical acknowledgement of Roch-
ester’s Catholic herilage for John
Fisher had just been named a saint
‘May 19, 1935) and the significance
of his role In the Reformation was »
ralning  wide appreciatiow ‘dmong
scholars.

A man of saintly prayer, austere in
tastes yet the companion of royalty, |
honored with every academic distine
tion of his age. famous for writing
and preaching skills, respected for
administrative  skill and tireless
priestly zeal, John Fisher's character
brightened the sad pages of Eng
land’s be’traya] of the Faith.

Bishop Fisher's priestly courage
had challenged the tyrant-state and
shed his blood In defense of human
dignity, therefore, Bishop Kearney
felt that the life story of theySaint. of
tochester Had a tnessage for 20th
century Amerjeans.

In sermons and banquet addresses
Bishop Kearney frequently  told of
the couragze and holiness of his pre
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Bishop Kearney presents original edition of book written by St. John Fisher, ma

decescor Emphasiz ing Bishop  Fish.
er’s message that a¥l men owe allegi-

ance, even to death to the Great
King of Heaxen, ehe Bishop drew
potnled  analogies thit modern be

trayal of the Church lor the service
of matetialism or poltical power or
prestige was  as reprehensible
treason of those who bowed

Heney VIII.

social
as the
to the will of King

To MAKE St John Fisher better
known. Bishop Keaxney in 1942 re.
quested the Vatican to authorize the

American Diocese ©f Rochester 4o

“celebrate June 22 as the Feast of St
John Fisher and to Isue a special
Office for the clerg~ of the Diocese
to recite on that day .

" Making Wmsell faniiaF With

educational-careor. o £.8 John Fish- —

er, Bishop Kearney mdmired the cul
ture and scholarship which prompted
Erasmus to write of him 400 years
ago: "There is no rmore learned or
holier man in all England.”

Entering Cambridgre a8 a country
lad of 14. Fisher stuadied arduously,
took his BA and MI.A just before
ordination there in 1491, and was
chosen successively Masler of his col-
"leg®, Vice-chancellor anit finally Chan-
cellor of the University in 1504
Jointly with Lady Maxgaret Beaufort,
mother of King Henry VII Dr.
Fisher founded two mew colleges at
the University., helping Camhridge
match Oxford in acadenmic excellence.

Rochestor's longwa nted college for
men was named for thais Scholar-Bish:
op some ten years befoie the ground
wis hroken on Fast Avenue In 1950

of Ouwr lady of Mercy High Schosl™

‘Mhéﬁ to ancient See of St. John FiSher ' |

to library of St. John Fisher College.

Asking the Basilian Fathers-to-erect
and staff the school Bishop Kearnéy
reveraled that he had been walting
for years to name this fitst men's
tllege “St. John Fisher. " hoping that
uder the saint's patronage it would

be ** a center of scholarship and cul-
ture.”

A larger-thanlife' wooden statue of
Bishop Fisher stands in the entrance
foyer of the college showing the
stholarly features of a sober and de-
termained ehurchenan, Carved in Italy,
after the Tamous 18th century por-
tnait  of Holbein. the image recalls
for students ang faculty the most
disingujshed scholar and professor
ol oid England

Bishop Kearnev also was proud to
have St Fohn Fisher's almost last
wirds carved over the main entrance

the _of the college, . As —eondemned |
Bihop was belng taken to fthe scaf.
“folf on Yurme 22. 1535 he read aloud

frari the New Testament the quota-
tion: ““This s eternal life, to know
Thee the One True God and Him
‘Whorn Thowu Hast Sent.”

Students who wead these chiselled
words on the college wall also ponder
that St. John Fisher quietly added, as
he closed the Bible: “Here is learn-
ing enough for me to my life's end.’.

A few paces from the entrance of
the college another te with old-world
Rochester attests Bishop Kearney's
repard for St. John. During con-
struction of the school a stone from
Bishop Fisher's Cathedral of St. An-
drew  in old Rochester was sent to
Bishop Kearney by the Anglican Dean
of the historic church which now
Seres Anglican weorshippers. At the
Bislop's request the rough block
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rtyred Bishop of old Rochesler, England,

- was formmally - cemented o the cole

lege wall when the administration
building was dedicated.,

The most dramatic evidence of
Bishep  Kearney's devotlon to St.
John Fisher was = collection of
$30.000 raised In the Diocese In 1952
to build a new church in" Rochester
England to honor the martyr-Bishop.

Begging for contributions “to bring
the Blessed Sacrament back to the
tabernacle in the old parish of St,
John Fisher,
ked his peeple on June 1, 1852, for a
cash gift of “real Christiarx charity”
In order to resore Christ in ancient
Rochester “a village sinctified by

the martyrdom of England's greatest
Bishop.”

Prumpt, generous response of the

laity in 150 parishes and = special
gift fromr the diocesanm tlergy and

Bishop Kearney as- .

-Chaplains in the.armed forces. made — —
At possible for Bishop

Kearney to
send o $30,000 check to Bishiop Cyril
Cowderoy of the Diocese of South.
wark. England. The generous check
was delivered to the Catholics of Roch.
ester. England, on July 28. 1952 at
special rites on the site of the new
church by Monsignor Donald M.
Cleary, chaplain of Catholic students
at Cornell University, and Father
Richard Tormey, of Our Lady of
Mercy High School, Rochester. These
priests were designated by Bishop
Kearney to present the glft from this
Diocese,

T HE FULL STORY of this amaz.
Ing hands-am‘oss-thesea generosity
10 provide a memorial for St. John
Fisher began in 1949 when the late
Monsigner Edward M. Lyons, fector
(Confinued on page H50)
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