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*A Tale Off Two Cities' 
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Funds ndsed by Bkhop K « , r „ e y ,„ N e w Worid K.ch^er raises M e t r i c . Church 
In Rochester, E „ g l o n d o n d r e t l ) r n s ^ ^ f<> ^ . ^ ^ rf $ f ^ ^ 

By FATHER RICHARD TOB M Ey, Chop,™ o f 0 u r !«,, o f M e r c y H i g h „„,, 

TH E H I S T O R Y of m e n a n d institu- ' 

Ions revea l s that beyond apply ing 
ta lents , g r ace and luck , t o career 

p rob lems , g rea t leaders o f ten dell 
b e r a t e l y follow the s h a d o w s of an 
Ideal p redeces so r to Inspire their ma­
j o r w o r k s . Emulat ion o f a hero-saint 
o f the past is no t uncommon pract ice 
even fo r b ishops . 
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- X*~l6'th cenuiry scholar mar ty r , 
B i s h o p John F i she r of Roches te r 
fc-ngland, h a s been the s t rongest his ' 
•torlcal Inspirat ion of Bishop Kearney 
i n his administrat ion of t h e New-
World Diocese of Rochester. 

As t h e focus of Bishop Kearney ' s 
p e r s o n a l dew,! ion. as t he model for 
m u c h of his own public St.,-M<-e and 
a s the spirit behind t i U , KU.ut ( l l o c e 

s a n movement s or c h a n t y a n d edu­
cat ion St. John KM,,,- has put an 
Indel ible m a i k on two decades of 
R o c h e s t e r chuii-h his tory. 

P r o u d of his inhe r i t ance of t h e epis 
copal t i t le Hmhop of RlM t , . -x te r . 
b o r n e so honorably fri.tn 1 S(|.| t o 

1 ».)5 b y this KnK l l sh m a m , hi.shop. 
l*ishop K.-ainey has i . - p ^ t r d l y ^ 
a l t ed t h e name ar-.d f.,m.- .,f St ' John 
Kisher of Kochest r r f,,, i| , | l f l 

cat ion of the people of this Diocese. 

• TJie English Catholic hi..c,-se of 
R o c h e s t e r no ' longer evisK. h . , u n g 

h«fn dissoK.-d by the KnXish g o w i n-
m e n t follow mg RNiop K M , - i s exr-
i.utlmi m |VC> in d,.f,.,.,si. , l ( , h l , K | 1 ' [ n 

At the t ime (if i ts dein s«-. n u , i s I(,,[ 
second oldest his!,,,,,. ,.- ,, KnVlan.'l 
d. «t hit; fiom Cut w|„.„ s , | , | A nuns. 
t i n , - CUHM-I I..I.-.I ^ ; i „ , , t , | v ^ ^ | h ( _ 
I n s t Uishup ul U~~ u~j,-*-l 
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I " Ihe n.'Wly f.. i ' ,.I,. i 
ai i hv. 
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T h e C . i l h o l i i ' l i i s h i ' p s t . f the' r m r i -
t l \ W e n - d i spe l s,-f| ;c d <lr[.t .'. «-<| of 
nil lit-li's n u l i l s r ind 'or is'lh H o n . - s o 
1 •• *-li«>p K i s l i c r H . I S nrvi-i - Hi i i v d i ' d in 
o l d KIM h e s t e r Mis s h r p ' w i d l i ' s s flm k 
u . i v MI t r . i n l l l r . k t h . i l on s i r , j | , . \ | , i s s 
W I S C i d f t i l . l t l f I !•• ) , l s v , M - . I \ f , . [ j r . . 

o i h e r 4 i n xc.irs 

T h e Diocese of K»crv«ilci became 
p. i i t of the si.itc ("hutch of Knglumi 
find even till t o d i \ Uses B.o<c.i> Kish-
ei s Ca thedra l . When i h e l a t h o l i c 
h i e r a r c h y was res lo j rd in England 
In t h e middle. 1800',^ after rr.mty y e a r s 
of persecut ion following Henry VIII, 
n e w Catholic dioceses wer." organized 
by the Vat ican because the Protectant 
Church of Eng land still held the 
n a m e of the ancient Catholic sees . 
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Bishop Kearney presents original edition of book written by St. John Fisher, martyred Bishop of old Rochester, England. 
to library of St. John Fisher College. 

I M MARCH OF 1S6H Pope P i u s IX 
revived t h e old t i t le of St John Fish­
e r ' s diocese by establishi rig a new 
Diocese o f Roches te r in New York 
S t a t e a n d naming Rev. B e r n a r d J. 
McQuald of N e w a r k . X J . , . . a s the 
first Bishop of the See. 

S e v e n t y years and f o u r Bishops 
l a te r , w h e n Bishop Kearney c a m e to 
Roches t e r the time seemed right for 
historical acknowledgement nf Roch­
e s t e r ' s Cathol ic her i tage lor John 
F i s h e r h a d jus t been named a saint 
' M a y 19, 1935) and the significance 
of h i s roTe In the Reformat ion wa» 
ga in ing wide appreciation" arnotiiT 
scholars . 

A man of saintly prayer, a u s t e r e In 
t a s t e s yet the companion o f royalty, . 
honored wi th every academic distinc­
tion of h i s age. famous fo r wr i t ing 
and preaching skills, respected for 
admin i s t r a t i ve skill and tireless 
pr ies t ly zeal, John Fisher ' s character 
b r igh tened the sad pages of Eng­
l and ' s be t rayal of t h e Fa i t h . 

Bishop Fisher ' s priestly courage 
had chal lenged the tyrant-state and 
shed his blood In defense of h u m a n 
digni ty, therefore , Bishop Kearney 
felt t h a t t h e life s to ry of the<Sainl of 
Roches ter had a fnessage lor 20th 
c e n t u r y Amer icans . 

In s e r m o n s and banquet addresses 
I l i shop Kea rney frequent ly told of 
the c o u r a g e and holiness of his pre­

decessor Emphas i s ing Bishop Fish­

e r ' s message that a i l men owe allegi­

ance, e \ en t o death , lo> the Great 

King of Heaven, t h e Bishop drew 

pointed analogies that m o d e r n he-

t t a )a l of the C h u r c h lor the service 

of mate r ia l i sm or po l i t i ca l power or 

social p r e s t i ge was as reprehens ib le 

a s the treason of those who bowed 

to the will of King Henry VIII. 

J . . 0 MAKE St. J o h n F i s h e r be l t e r 
known. Bishop Kearney i n 1942 re­
quested the Vatican to a u t h o r i z e the 
Amer ican Diooese o f R o c h e s t e r ,to 

" ce lebra te Jimp 22 BR the Keasl o f St. 
John F i she r a n d t o Issue* a special 
Office fo r ihe c le rgy of t h e Diocese 
to recite on t h a t d a y . 

' Mak ing Irirflgelf f a h i l l i a r wITh the 
*>d4jcn!w»na4 ~e&i=e*v- &S-&U -John FHsh* 
er . Bishop Kearney -admirs-d the cul­
t u r e and scholarship which prompted 
E r a s m u s to w r i t e a* him 400 y e a r s 
a g o : "There i s no more learned or 
holier m a n In all E n g l a n d . " 

En te r ing C a m b r i d g e as a country 
lad of 14. F i she r studied arduously , 
took his B A. and M.A. j u s t before 
ordinat ion t h e r e In 1491, and w a s 
chosen successively M a s l e r of his col-
lc£e\ Vlce-chancelhir a n t t finally Chan­
cellor o f the Mnlv*?rslly in 150-1. 
Jointly w i t h L a d y Marga re t Beaufort, 
mother of K i n g Henry VIII. Dr . 
Fisher founded two new c-olleges at 
t he University, helping C a m b r i d g e 
ma tch Oxford i n academic excel lence. 

Rochester 's l o n g wanted college for 
m e n was named for t h i s Scriolnr-Bish 
op some ton y e a r s before t h e ground 
w is hn .kcn on Kast A v e n u e In 1950. 

AsisJag Jhs. Basi l ian. F a t h e r s - t o - er-ect 
onrl staff t he school Bishop K e a r n e y 
revealed t h a t h e had been wa i t i ng 
for years to n a m e t h i s first men 's 
eolU»ge "S t . John Fisher ." hoping t h a t 
under Ihe sa in t ' s pa t ronage it would 
he " a cen te r nf scholarship and cul­
ture ." 

A la rger t h a n l i f e ' w o o d e n s t a t u e of 
Bishop Flsdier stanrjs In the e n t r a n c e 
foye-r of the col lege s h o w i n g t h e 
scholarly f e a t u r e s of a sober and de­
termined c * u r e h m a n . Ca rved in Italy, 
aft>r the f a m o u s 18th c e n t u r y por­
trait of Holbein, the i m a g e recal ls 
for s t u d e n t s a n d faculty t h e mos t 
dls lngujshed scholar a n d p ro fe s so r 
of o J d England, 

Bishop K e a r n e y also w a s proud t o 
have St. J o h n F*isher's a lmos t l a s t 
wotris canned o v e r the m a i n e n t r a n c e 

_ _ o i t h e college. . ^As the—eeiidenined 
- Bishop w a s helng^ taftefTto trie scaf-

"" fblif w O t r r i e 22. 7535 h e read aloud 
front the rslew T e s t a m e n t the quo ta ­
tion: "This Is e t e rna l life, to k n o w 
Tlice the O n e True G od and Him 
"Whom T h o u Hast Sent." 

Students who -nead t h e s e chisel led 
w o r d s on t h e college wal l also p o n d e r 
thai S t . J o h n F i s h e r quie t ly added, a s 
h e closed t h e Bihle : " H e r e is learn­
ing e n o u g h for m«£ to m y life's e n d j i . 

A f e w paces f r o m the en t r ance o f 
the col lege a n o t h e r tie w i t h old-world 
Roches te r a t t e s t s Bishop K e a r n e y ' * 
r e g a r d for St, J o h n . D u r i n g con­
s t r u c t i o n o / the school a stone from 
B i s h o p Fisher ' s C a t h e d r a l of St . An­
drew in old Rochester w a s s e n t t o 
B i s h o p Kearney by the Angl ican Dean 
o f t h e historic c h u r c h which now 
se rves Anglican w o r s h i p p e r s . At t h e 
Bishop ' s reques t the r o u g h block 

was^foTrrral ly CFmentea In to The col­
l ege w a l l w h e n t h e adminis t ra t ion 
building was dedica ted . 

The most d r a m a t i c evidence of 
Bishop Kea rney ' s devo t ion to St. 
J o h n F isher was a collection of 
S3O.00O raised In the Diocese in 1952 
to build a n e w c h u r c h hi Roches t e r 
Eng land to honor t h e mar tyr -Bishop. 

B e g g i n g for contr ibut ions "to b r i n g 
t h e Blessed S a c r a m e n t back to the 
t a b e r n a c l e in the o ld parish of S t 
J o h n F i s h e r , " B i shop Kearney as­
k e d his people on J u n e 1, 1952, f e r a 
c a s h gift of " r e a l C h r i s t i a n cha r i ty" 
in order to r e s o r e Chr is t i n ancient 
R o c h e s t e r "a vi l lage sanctified by 
t h e m a r t y r d o m of E n g l a n d ' s g rea tes t 
B ishop ." 

P r o m p t , generous r e s p o n s e of thA 
l a i t y In 150 p a r i s h e s and m special 
g i f t f rom tlrer TllocesarT c le rgy and 
„ l T-T_- T • • - -
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. c h a p l a i n s 4 n t h e - a r m e d - forces,- inatftr 
.it poss ib le f o r B i s h o p K e a r n e y t o 
s e n d a $30,000 check t o Bishop Cyri l 
Cowderoy of t h e Diocese o f South­
w a r d E n g l a n d , The g e n e r o u s check 
w a s delivered t o the Ca tho l ics of Roch­
e s t e r . E n g l a n d , on J u l y 28. 1952 at 
special r i t e s o n the s i t e of the n e w 
church b y M o n s i g n o r Donald M. 
Cleary , c h a p l a i n of Catholic s tuden t s 
a t Cornel? Un ive r s i ty , arid F a t h e r 
Richard T o r m e y u of O u r L a d y oX 
M e r c y H i g h School, Roches t e r , t h e s e 
p r i e s t s w e r e d e s i g n a t e d by Bishop 
K e a r n e y t o present t h e gift f r o m Oils 
Diocese. 

J . H E F U L L STORY of t h i s amaz­
ing hands-a r ross - the-sea g e n e r o s i t y 
to provide a m e m o r i a l for S t . J o h n 
F i s h e r b e g a n i n 1949 when t h e l a t e 
Mons ignor E d w a r d M. I^TOns, rec tor 

(Con t inued on paiffe W » 
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