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Proﬁis From Sermons

TDonoso Cortes, famous. mteman and renowned thinker
iqd writer, wiile acting & Spanish ambassddor to France,
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vmriing peopk.
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paxents, his teachers and  the
podieman on the corner, Then

remdy to “fight at the drop of”
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hats were unobtainable, the hu-
mii Tate mhight become wmore
tractable. There would be fewer
occasions, it seemas to me, for

5o alng with the gag; and 1
must say 1 thought it becoming.

Then she took ¥t home when
the party wms ©ver, and pre-
sented it $o our lli-yearold

Jim recelved it _with enthusi.| of God to make that apostolate
From early childhood, he}-successful. And finally by a
n a man of many head-| miraculous visitation, they de.
, and of much reverence| came equipped for the won
em. When playing cowboys| derful work which they did as o
ndians, he invariably re-| the aposties of our Lord. you.

By IISHOF JAMES E KEARNEY, D.D. - -

Thl- is the text of ﬂm addrems delivered by His Exoellency

Bishop James E. Kearney st Le Moyne.College Commencement

(Pentecost Sunday, June §, 1957) In_Syracuse, The Bishop of

Rochester, who received an honorary doctorste degree from

the Jesult college,.outlined the role of Christian apostleship
for Les Moyme gradustes.

MAY IT PLEASE Your Excellency Bishop Foery, Right
Reverend, Very Reverend, and Reverend Fathers,

Very Réverend Rector; members of the Faculty, distingu-
ished gentlemen of thte Board of Regents, devoted mothers
and fathers of members of the class of 1957, devoted wives
and husbands if such there be of the class of 1957, my dear
friends, and ladies and gentlemen of the graduating class
of 1957:

First of all I should like to pause a minute and say a

- word of thanks on behalf of myself and the other gentle-

men who with such great facility received our degrees this
afternoon.

We want to express our deep
appreciation to Le Moyne for
the very fine things that have
been said about us,.and to say

that we do appreciate it. And
it is a great honor that we

Now on another Pentecost,
in this year of our.Lord, 1957,
you go out as they did on
Pentecost Sunday to test your
powers as Apostles of Christ.

Because, no matter what
other things the graduates of
our Catholic colleges and uni-
versities may accomplish n

the.career of a school that
promises to be & great institu.
tion in the days to come. It
will have been my privilege to
have been chosen in these early

sponsibility in a world which
days by the faculty.

needs Him so much Is the re-
sponsibility of carrying Christ
into that world and Interpret-
ing Christ and His teaching
for a world so badly in need
of His guidance.

"] am sure, that as the years
go on and Le Moyne advances
to the heights which are indi
cated by its outstanding prog-
ress to the present time, that
we will appreciate even more
our honors. We are deeply.
grateful for the wonderful and
fine things that were said
about us.

I should also like to take a
moment to apologize to the
Class of 1957 for the compara.
tive ease with which I have ac
quired this diploma. I have
had very little difficulty with
the examinations, comprehen
sive or limited.

* & *

i% HAT., WE MAY ask then,
s the peculisr equipment that
you must have to make your
apostieship successful? What
does God expect of you? What
does Holy Mother the Church
expect of you? MWhat does tihe
distinguished ordinary of your
Diocese who brought this in.
stitution into existence, expect
As a matter of fact, I feel Ol you?

somewhat like the gentleman What does the faculty that
standing on the corner .in the a6 gerved you so faithfully

Gospel Who was cilled In 0 ,nq scrupulously for four
work in the vineyard at the yéars expect of you?

last ‘minute and it was found

that he acquired just as much And what do these devoted

in emolument for his work as parents, whose life from the

those who had been working momment that you came into
the world., has been a story of

all through the day.

self-denial and sacrifice —
And | am sure that you who what do these expect of you?
have borne the burden and the
heat of four years are tempted
also to say, "How is it that this
superior degree can go to one
who comes in at the eleventh
hour?”

Well, I wouldr’'t make an is-
sue of it for this reason, that
you might get the answer that
. was glven to the gentlemen In
the Gospel, “Take whqt i
thine, and go thy way™ —

* * *

Y would give you a trilogy
of what to me would make up
a worthwhile apostle in our
day; the equipment that you
must have If you're going to
follow In the foolsteps of these
outstanding men whom we
record in our prayers and medi
tations this Pentecost. Let me
give you them at the outset.

second is consistendy In your
Hwves and actions; and the third
is the enthusissm which is due
to snything that is done for
Christ.

The distinguished Rector of
graduate frorn Le Moyne Col- your college has expressed
lege. A wonderful day because  this theught very beautifully
you cannot help but feel tlxe in his final nessage to you,
rep, and very significarait  written into your yearbook, as
between this sceme  being the ldeals that Le Moyne

MY DEAR FRIENDS, this
glorious Feast of Pentetost ia

uries ago.

The Aposties of our Divixe
1574 fiad been waiting there in
a period of preparation for a
great apostolate, During theat
periocd of preparation theey
learned the influence of the
l power of the Blessed Motkxer

story of your apostleship.

examine each one.

his hat and Isid it care
fully :si:i;u!l;‘efc;;e (;;:‘l!in'g agea& you find yourselves this after
| watches tc‘axl‘ev'l‘s.lmon.onl;e w‘;?ﬁ“fﬁ:; tion, Bacause no one can grau-

in order to be in.com.. Ate from Le Moyne College

HWE WAR WATCHING s cow-| your story has been the sarme.
boy movie and wearing the new/
cowboy hat when his brother

p . _Peace
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a sudden passion for the hat, and the prayer. Come Holy Ghost,
attempted to misappropriate it

“I“hls touched off a scuifle, to| then the distinguished mem

g’:li:h II dwlegt ?"‘;5‘9520 };mt be-| pers of this faculty began to
el don € ple Irac-i g4 riod of four years,
turing their skulls on the furni- O e A D O et o

Joe then offered a fabujous' tion to the Apostles, and that
‘Sum for the hat, and Jim said no.| {8 to equip youwith what was
{I redlized that something .must| hecessary to make you worthy
be done lest our home becoma| stcressors of those Apostles
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And, after twehty centuri®,
noon in exactly the same posl-

without having a deep respon-
sibility of apostleship. And

You came here four years
ago and the ﬁrst prayer tha
e = Gl * s i l!h "

. shzall know the truth, and the

our days, their oulstanding re-

The first is knowledge; the .

would have for you in the fu-
enacle In Jerusalezm ture apostleshlp, “to Kknow
wwhat Christ would want you to
know, to be what Christ would
want you to be, and to do what
Christ would want you to #do”
And that surms up the whole

For a few moments let us

First of all, to know what
Christ wants you to know. We
can dismiss that by saying that
Le Moyne has done that for

Le Moyne kas taken painsto
dedicate itself to truth, because
if you will recall one of the
prlncipal concerns of our Di-
vine Lord about those first
Apostles was His concern that
they should cling to the truth.
At the Last Supper, as He
looked around Him, He said
that beautiful prayer to His
Eternal Father: “Sanctifyr them

of knowing the things thit God
would want you to know, we
have heen sccused of Hmiting
scaadenic freedom. Well we do
lirmit scademic freedom We
limmit it, to the extent that
traath limaits it. But with truth
there is =miways freedom, be-
cssuse Christ has told us, “you

trmath will make You free”

And in her efforts to give
you oly the knowledge that
Chirist would want you to have,
Le Moyne very naturally has
to scan the pages of all mod.-
ern text books and very cour.
ageously —and, let me say,
ruathlessly cast out the things
thrat Christ does not want in
tlre minds of His creatures.

That may bring about and
could bring about the very un.
dessirable thing, it would seem
ire our day, the burning of
books. I would venture to say
thaat the members of your
faaculty would never be scrupu-
lous shout the burning of cer-
tein books i# they thought ﬂ‘\fc
thiose books were going to ‘”? &

taint your soul and taint your ' "F.’
.’ r

meind and distort truth.

Acadernic treedom is a virtue
tkzat must always be limited by
tr-uth, and the faculty of your
school has given ¥You the
krowledge that God would °
wrant you to have. He has given
you truth. Christ says, "You
shall know the truth”--and it
is the truth that will make you
free, not dlversity of opinions,
brat truth.

He said, “I would have you

either hot or cold. but because
you are lukewaim I will bezin
to vomit you from my mouth.”

* * % A rather harsh figure from
. .. the soft lips of the gentle

Y_OUR RECTOR very well Christ, but Christ could be
ponted out that the second ‘& Stonk in His Janguage.
thing that we expect of your in His  preaching, and  His
mpostieship, is that you be the thoughts, when He wanted to
prorson that Christ would want and when he reached this mat-
you fo be And I label that-- ter of discipline and the matter
that there always be a very of enthusiasm for His Gospel,
real consistency betweon the He said, ]l would rather have
hings that you believe and the you indifferent 9nlll‘(‘l)", rather
®hings that you do. Because, than claim to be a Christian
Zmafkthhmy dear friends, the and not ha\:’e the courage to
Church to which we belong and make that Christlanity known.
the Gospel that Chgst preach-

ed all through the *ages have
suffered far more from the in-

IF THERE ever was a group

1iom whom the world expects

consistency of its own mem- that enthusiasm, its [rom men

bers than it has ever suffered and womeniike yourselves The

from foes on the outside. world is anxious for jour
Gospel.

Frorm the moment that one
of His own chosen Aposties,
Judas™ Iscariot, planted wupon
the lips of Christ the traitor’s
kiss, all through the centuries
Chiist has had to stand up and
take the traitor's kiss from the
lips o2 his friends.

One reaction I get to the
tremendous crowds that go to
listen 1o the lecturer whou 1§
talking in New York at the
present time and creating So
much attention, is the \very
.salutary thought that people
are thinking about religion and
and that a great many of the
people are listening to this
speaker because ‘hey find
such stagnancy in their own

In professions, in public life,
in polities, In the lecture
forum, in industry, and in
family life. thie great Injury to
His teaching, | say, has not
becn done by the professed
encmies on the outside, but by
the inconsistencies of those
within the fold, who In giving
such bad example to others,
have forced them away from a
knowledge and devotion to the
Church,

so impoverished.

A religious proéram without
the real presence of Christ,
without Christ's sacraments,
without the sources of divine
grace furnished by Jesus Christ
Himself, and bereft of devo-
tions to His Blessed Mother,
Let your lives — every cannot satisfy the soul.
thought, every word, every ac- And
‘tlon — be consistent with your
‘teachiing. Whether you are in
the simple domain of a Chris-
tian _home; or whether you are

a religious program
without all those things which
Christ put iInto the fabric of
His Church an undying auth

VAELNEr YOU al®  ,rity, a reliable infallibility and
in a lea ding Tprofession: || those things S0 necessary
whether you are in business; give strength of conviction
whether you are on the lectur® __eannot sa tis{y the soul.
platform, — let every thought,
word, and action be dominated
by your Christian belief.

The generation that has lnst
all those things by turning its
back upon Christ's Church s
very naturally wandering abhoul
and hopping here and the e, a3
ing to themsselves, “"Well may
be this ix the snswer” the
tragic mw.mnm ol those who
have nol e sources of divine
grace that you havoe,

And If you do that, you will ¢
preach, by your conduct, a
much more eloguent sermon
tham might be preached by a
professed defender of the faith
frorn the pulpit in any ehurch.
Be consistent-or as your Ree-
tor has very well expressed ¥t
--be the one that Christ would
want you to be.

* ¥ %

You are bn a positinn tg carry
tao these asouls the gift of firel's

, grace. And whether you go in- .

to the classroom. whether you
go Into the legal profesion;
whether you hecoame a doctor;
whelier yau -are a  husiness
man, or whether you just ex.

HAVING THEN your knowl.
edge and having made up your
mirnd that as long as you live,

Creator Blessed, and in our
hearts take up thy rest.” And

what the spirit of God accom-

plished with one great visita- out the country.

Your story was a good c<deal

were uncertainties.
There was deep -concern; and
thete was always the domEmat

And it has been the particu-
lar function of your college to
try to organize a very definite
system of education in the mat-
ter of Christ’s truth which has
attracted and fascinated the
students- of religion. through-

Those of us’ who have wit-
nessed the development of the
program of teaching Divine
Truth have been deeply Im-
pressed by the wonderfual stud-
ies that hawve been made here,
and by the very worthwhile
plan that has-béen workoed out
for the preservation and the
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tiorn wiit be dominated by that
knowledge, we come to the
thied and final equipment of
today's apostle — and that is
to do the things that Chrimt
wants you to.do andin the way

thas lle wants them dona

soclely, you will always have
the opportunity of esome of
those who are seoking Him, so
hopeleasly It would seem. In
the generation in which we
live,

We warit Christophers  and
Our present. Holy. Father hM we have Christophers hermuse

said that in our age, it ia a

1 be mediocre. Médiocrac i:iii you have leamed by gour de

sin. Well, Christ hlmsel}; votlon to the Holy Fucharist
‘exed 1t 1n His own 'g’ the great apeslleship of carry-

press WorGs. ing Jesus Christ | your very

- body all thirough the day.
LAST WEEK'S !
PAID CIRCUILATION

When in the eotirre of the
years, you mrry Hir into the
faw reurt= or oy esrry Him

I you this willing aposties,
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MO.\T RE\ EREND JAMES E. KEARNEY
*What Christ Wants” )

that can save the world for
Him. and for his Gospel.

Knowledge, consistency, and
enthusiasm. or as your own
Rector sald, “Knowing what
God wants vou to knowy;, being
what God wants you to be.”

* x *

THIS APOSTOLATE 18 not
merely a poetic thoughf, if 1§
a great realits And there wil]
come the opportunity lor 1t
in the lives of every e of
you. There is not one of you
before me in this class of 1937
for whom God has not already
laid out certain definite possi
bilities; otherwise He would
not have graciously called you
to this great apostolate.

There is a story told of
an incident that happened at
the close of the last World
War when our American sol
diers entéred one of the small
towns in Germany. With the
approach of Sunday. they were
anxious to offer the Holy Sac
rifice of the Mass and they
searched about for a suitable
spot. .

Finally some of the soldiers
uncovered the ruins of a little
chapel and they dug in the
ruins until they finally found
the aitar that had been used
for Mass there. They erected
the altar and they began gath-
ering different things that they
found available -. a few old
candlesticks — and one of the
soldiers unearthed the statue
of the Sacred’ Heart of Jesus
thal used to dorninate the
sanct of the little church.

When they examined the
statue, they found that it was
intact with regard to the head.
the figure of the Sacred Heart
upon the hosom of Christ. but
in the shattering of the towwn,

‘both hands Had heern bWroKeR -

off the figure of Christ.

They were about to discard
it and the chaplain said., “"No,
let us put it over the altar
where it always was, that the
people, coming to the church,
Iy realize that it’s their own
{ittle chapel.” -

And so.they erected the fig-
ure of the Sacved Heart, bereft
of its  hands. in its proper
plare,

When 4hey came out for the
service the nextday, they found
that some one, the chaplain
or someone, had written under
it these words: “I have no
hands but yours.”

My dear friends. there will

of you when Christ's aposto-
Iate will depend entirely upon
you personally and upon you
ouly. For Christ has left His
wpirlt In {he world, as the it
urgy of thix very feast says,
“Hls mpirit filis the world.™

He has left His precious Body
aupin the altar to be available
for our devotien and for our
nourishmont.

Ho hsas left His -precious
Blood In the Sacrament of the
Fucharist that that blood may
flow through your spiritus® and
nisterial sttiewn to strengthen
¥oi in Kknowlsilgo and powvwer.

He has Ieft Mis werd, vital
_In the Gospel and upon the

ing figure ot the Immacwiate into th t
Motk " presentatiors of Divine Trutlz o rrrarta ofl buainess, you
you, an Wixming for youg the t8: T I ‘__{5‘5;°; 2;3‘ 4 il"L;T( hﬂ&i(&fy}tﬁfﬁ!ﬂ the very 0
. iy L, oAl BEUeE, §rd the World thal ~ Vi o
apostieship Which is youu this Now, in deing that, ln ghving |-~ , needs Hir g0 rruch, may find * i o1 e VIF Gf Thilse. Ay

hsi not Ioft HMis hands! He has

80 hxndy but yours! -
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