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The Mercy MotheiAotise 
OW It, mrr C*|v«itt* Chariot* sftes 
|**f 9«M «****» «o««« headquarter. 
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TH E A D D R E S S , "liin B lossom 
RJ*<r i * tod*? towwn t o «U In 
tt\» Rochester Dioeejse a s tte* to-

•AUoft Qt t b * Mottierhous* o f the Sis-
• t r* o f Mercy. But U w » not a lways 
K ^ f t r l S m ^^Sout t^Stree t?* a s s - f l i t 
M(}(h?rhQUse location, und i n 1918 it 
tmtm "90 St. John's Park." 

T h e h i s tory at the** Motherhaus* 
•Ue* U ftn interact ing one. 

B*ok in 1857, w h e n the Sisters of 
Mercy w*re invited to ttweh In this 
diocese by Bishop J o h n Timon of Buf­
falo^ there WHS a n empty convent 
home next t o St. Mary's Church, for­
merly occupied by t h e Brtdgetine Sis­
ter*. T h e s e Sisters, an Irish commu­
nity, had labored a t St. Mary's for 
several y e a r s In t h e *50'a but discon­
tinued the ir work owing to finances 
and shortage of Sisters . 

The Buffalo Bishop and Father 
Thomas McEvwy. pastor of St. Mary's 
Church, decided that this unoccupied 
dwelling would be a suitable home 
for the Sisters of Mercy. Consequent­
ly, when the Sisters arrived In Roch­
ester on June 9. 1857. "15 South 
Street" became The t lrsr Alotttertwus* 
address. 

F o r 59 y e a r s the South Street home 
J S W c e n t e r of 1 1 M ^ ^ 
i h « Diocese. Then a flash A r t destroy 
• d the convent o n January 2. 191°. , 
S d ton^ately t h e Sisters' summer 
K s f S C h J o t f w a s opened for 
t h * burned-out community . 

Although t h * Sisters w h o U u g h t a t 
S t 'Mary's School continued to l ive 
to the burned building unt i l the close 
S tSe « K y e w , It w a s no longer 
« t » Motherhouse. The s i t e In Char 
S t t J i t 90 S t J o h n ' s Park became 
K t n u t h l "HU1 Motherhouse" for 
t h * next 15 years. 

£ 3 T . MARY'S Convent property o n 
South Street was sold by the Sisters 
to Father Simon Fitz Simons, pastor 
of St. Mary's Church In July, 1916. 
T h e main building, nicely remodeled, 
w a s used a s a convent by the Sisters 
w h o taught at St. Mary's Parish 
School untU 1937. 

T h e Rev. George- F Kettell. pastor 
of St. Mary's at that time, leased the 
old Mercy convent to t h e Basllian 
Fathers w h o had Just taken over 
Aquinas Institute. Five years later 
when- th* E*»«l||flti Fathers acquired 
the former Motherhouse of the Sts-

MOTHEH UGUOt l 

f e m u r Superior 

" t <=• Joieoh o n Augustin* S t r e e t 
te?,^f w K u I r ^ property, t h e y 

M S r h o u s . « n d l t w a a r a z e d t o t h , 

ground, b y the p a r i s h . 

Land o n Blossom **«> •>* ^ 
p u r c h a s e d a, early a s 1 » b u t ^ t h e 

S S T ' S S S r o L r V o l ' M e r c y 
S S S c h o o l wai b u i l t there hi 1928. 
S - Motherhouse w a s formally ded i -
S l e d n « x t door to t h e high s c h o o l on 
M a y 7. 1931. 

T W P CHARLOTTE Motherhouse, 
.Toied f o r l o o d w h e n the S i s t e r s 
nfoved toB,ogsSom R o a d , U t o d a y the 
nome o f the Ira Jacobson A m e r i c a n 
Legion Post. 

His tor ica l research by the late Men-
slenor Edward B y r n e of St. B e r n a r d • 
S m e a r y and Dr. Alexander S t e w a r t 
b C u g ^ r i a t e r r e c o g n i U o n t o t h e Bios-

. S 0 m R o a d property when It r a s d £ 
covered that this h a d been t h e _ sit . 
of the first chapel ("a bark c a b i n ) 
Used f o r worship in the R o c h e s t e r 
and Irondequolt B a y area. 

The structure h a d been b u i l t on 
these grounds b y three Franot^-an-
K e V o l l ^ t Fathers i n June, 1679 head-
ed by Father L o u t s Hennepin, famed 
In Arrvencan h i s t o r y for e x p l o r a u o n s 
of the Mississippi River . 

A l a r g e plaque c o m m e m o r a t i n g the 
h e r i t a g e ol the M e r c y Motherho'isa 
land « a s erected o n the g r o u n d s in 
O c u . t ^ r . 1935. by Mr. l lerman Hetzh-r. 
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T e w STRlf iGaJSS GTJTS awtlB UM Hotr Vataer t* s c a t at eoce 
countless other mission « n « n t « i c i « Ilk* C b e s c Bare ) u a aiadt t 
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SACSTTLV Q I E E N S I A R G A R E T 

T%e Ufe *t aatia ScotUsa ejweea (feast Smmm W 
was marked v i t a aack fastimx. »riJ". sm*l »>«r. 
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Notre Dame High School, Elmira — Sister Raphael, Principal 

Sisters Of Mercy High Schools 
(Continued f r o m Page 5) 

naslum, art room, music department, 
home economics department, and 
nurses' rooms. The shining feature 
ol the extension w a s the auditorium, 
seating 1140 and equipped with e \ e r y 
facility for complete theatncal and 
musical presentations. 

Enrol lment at -Mercy HIKII this 
year is 922, with students liorn 44 
Rochester parishes and 10 subui ban 
townships. 

Courses of study at Mercy High 
lead to a Regent's high school di­
ploma under the 1'nlverslty of the 
State of New York. Students m a y 
seek m a j o r s in business, home eco­
nomics, music, art, mathematics, sci­
ence, o r language. 

The cultural program at Our Lady 
of Mercy challenges a student's abil­
ity a n d talents In the fields of art, 
music and drama, as well as In the 
literary line. Art classes encourage 
creative work In painting, sketching, 
des igning, and ceramics. 

The Glee Club and special choir 
groups have Intensive voice training 
and are often called upon for out­
side c iv ic and religious occasions be­
sides regular school functions. 

C las s and private lessons are given 
on t h e piano and orchestial instru­
ments . The orchestra is an integral 
part of life at Mercy, performing at 
many programs throughout the year 
and at the combined annual concert 
of the orchestra and Glee Club. 

Severa l dramatic productions each 
year serve to k e e p Interest h igh In 
good speech, diction, and acting abil­
ity. Among these are the annual 
senior and school plays, Christmas 
play and Mission Show. 

library facilities met with state re­
quirements. 

Although Holy Family w a s a par-
Lsh high school, It extended its hos­
pitality to students from other Au­
burn parishes insolar as Its limits 
allowed, and almost every parish was 
represented in the student body. 

With the opening In 1955 of Au-
, huui's new Mount Carmel High 

School, a parish high sifiool was ho 
longer necessary. Accordingly, fresh­
men and sophomores were enrolled 
at the new school, while only the 
Junior and senior c lasses remained 
to finish at Holy Family. This year 

the last graduat ing class w i l l receive 
i ts diplomas, to finish the twenty-
seven year h i s t o r y of Holy Family 
High School. 

Elmira Catholic High 

Elmira Cathol ic High. S c h o o l wjis^ 
founded by t h e late Bishop John F. 
O'Hern In 1930. Known at first as 
"SS. Peter a n d Paul's High School," 

, It was guided Jn Its early years by 
Rev. F r a n c i s J. Reuly, first principal. 

In 1932 t h e growing s c h o o l was 
moved to the third floor o t St. Pat­
rick's School and became k n o w n as 
Elmira Cathol ic High S c h o o l . The 

Mother Magdalene 

MANY ABLE execut ives of the 
business world would be ap­
palled if they had to face the 

responsibilities of a general superior 
of a rel igious community in today's 
America. 

But Mother Mary M a g d a l e n e , 
Mother General of the Sisters of 
Mercy of the Rochester Diocese Is not 
easily frightened or discouraged by 
the challenging responsibilities of her 
office. 

The Mercy Superior, a kind and 
gentle lady to all who meet her, 
knows how to act with prompt and 
resolute spirit when the occasion de­
mands. Long years of experience have 
taught her how to face up to prac­
tical difficulties. 

And her spiritual training has given 
her that calm patience and confidence 
which hnow that despite the diffl-
culties, God a lways gets His work 
done. 

on the chapel w a s awaiting trie archi­

tect's plan. 

AODAY, A BUILDING problem of 
a new nature faces M o t h e r Mary 
Magdalene. T h e Catherine McAuley 
Junior Co l l ege for the professional 
training of t h e young S i s t e r s needs 
expansion to m e e t the d e m a n d s of the 
University o f the State of N e w York. 

The Univers i ty has fully accredited 
the academic program of t h e college 
but physical facilities m u s t be ex­
panded. 

To meet t h e lack of f u n d s , Mother 
Magdalene is making plans to negoti­
ate, a long t e r m note to commence 
work on t h e flrst unit: t h e Junior 
College, R*eading Laboratory and Test 
Center. 

S i s t e r s of S t . Joseph served on tht 
facu l ty from t h e second y e a r , whllt 
1 9 3 3 saw t h e first Sisler Of Mercy 
j o i n the staff. 

During t h e ensuing y e a r s , two 
^ .S i s t er s of M e r c y and four Sisters of 

S t . Joseph t a u g h t under the guid­
a n c e of Father Reilly, principal until 
1936; Rl. Rev.- Msgr. Wi l l iam J. 
Br ien , 1936-1938; and R e v . William 

*"X:~Bu?ns7 " 1938-1953. S i s t e r Mary 
Raphael, p r e p a r i n g for t h e transfer 
o f the s tudents to new N o t r e Dam* 
H i g h School, was principal fron» 
1953 to 1955. 

Courses w e r e geared f o r those In­
terested in c o l l e g e entrance or bubl-
n e s s subjects . A thorough training 
grounded In Catholic idea l s prepared 
o v e r 800 y o u n g men a n d women 
through t h e years of t h e school'* 
existlnce, t o t a k e their p l a c e In re­
ligious, b u s i n e s s , family, a n d educa­
tional spheres . 

Elmira C a t h o l i c High S c h o o l closed 
i t s doors i n J u n e , 1955, a f t e r twenty-
five years o f service to t h e Catholic* 
o f the Southern-Tier city. A spirit oi 
cooperation a n d friendliness had ever 
characterized both Its facu l ty and 
student body. The Sisters of Mercy 
mxe proud a n d happy to h a v e been a 
part of th i s s m a l l but v i t a l segment 
o f Catholic secondary education I* 
t h e Southern Tier . 

When th i s unit i r^rggrgd; Mercy-

Holy Family, Auburn 

H o l y Family High School in Au­
burn w a s opened in September, 1930, 
dur ing the pastorate of Rev. John A. 
C o n w a y . Thirty two students with 
two Mercy S i s ters aa teachers saw 
the beginning o f this first Catholic 
h i g h school In Auburn. 

S i s t e r M. Martha, R.S.M., w a s the 
f irst principal, and the S i s ters of 
Mercy , who a lso taught In the Holy 
F a m i l y grammar- school, formed the 
m a j o r part of the faculty in later 
y e a r s . Rev. Will iam E. Davie, pres­
ent pastor of Holy Family, served a* 
principal from 1932 on. 

"After. 25 y e a r s as Auburn's only 
Cathol ic high school. Holy Family 
c l o s e s Its doors this month replaced 
by the larger Mt. Carmel High 
S c h o o l serving all the parishes of the 
c i ty . 

T w o courses were offered t h e stu­
d e n t s in the steadily growing high 
• c h o o l : the Regents Academic and 
R e g e n t s College Entrance programs-
M a j o r s could 'be pursued in Latinr 

F r e n c h , Social Science, Mathematics , 
«r Science, w i t h etectives l i desired 
i n business subjects . Full aclence and 

M O T H E R "MAGDALENE received 
her early education in Rochester at 
Nazareth Grammar School and Acad-
eiriy. s h e took Tier c o f e g e - w o r k ^rt-
Canlsius College, Buffalo where she 
mastered in Latin and philosophy. 

Her early teaching career saw serv­
ice at old St. Mary's. St. John's, Our 
Lady of Mercy High School. Roch­
ester and St. Patrick's, Elmira. 

Close to half of her 40 years of re­
l igious life have been spent in ad­
ministrative positions a s local super­
ior in„JElmlra, Mistress of Novices, 
Mother Bursar, Mother Assistant, and 
Reverend Mother. 

W h e n she was flrst elected Rever­
end Mother in 1943. s h e found her^ 
self facing two problems. First, s h s 
needed to liquidate the debt acquired 
by • the auditorium, addition, to Our 
Lady of Mercy High School. Second­
ly, she had to accumulate sufficient 
funds to begin building the Mother-
house Chapel, a, long standing need 
that had been put aside because o f 
t h e necessity of an addition to t h * 

-h igh schoo l 

B y 1949, the debt had been cleared 

and $100,000 needed to begin the work 

staffed s c h o o l s will be t h e first to 
benefit by t h e building program. 

Mother M a r y Magdalene i s not only 
an administrator, she is a l s o an In­
structor. E a c h year more S i s t e r teach­
ers, and S i s t e r nurses are being sent 

~6rr f o r f u r t h e r study In—specialized 
fields and techniques. W i t h i n the last 
two years. Mother Magdalene has 
sent Sisters to staff n e w grammar 
schools at S t . Rita's, W e s t Webster, 
and St. Joseph's , Penfleld a n d the new 
Notre D a m e High School in Elmira. 

Our Lady of Lourdes P a r i s h School 
In Elmira wi l l be staffed this year 
and Good Shepherd, Henriet ta and 
Annunciation Schools a r e on the ros­
ter for t h e near future opening. 

N o t r * Dam*, Elmira 

The Feas t o f Our L a d y of Mercy, 
September 24, 1955, m a r k e d another 
milestone in t h e story o f Mercy Sis­
ters' role in diocesan h i g h school 
education w h e n the Notre D a m e High 
School for b o y s and g i r l s was dedl-
cated TrTh-imira. * """" " ' 

l i lACH W E E K requests f r o m pastor* 
for teachers and hospital authorities 
for nurses cross Mother General's 
desk from Texas , Florida, California 
and the m i d - w e s t "Schools are built, 
convents a r e furnished, hospitals are 
waiting f o r Sisters" d e c l a r e s Mother 
Mary Magdalene , "but the supply 
never s e e m s sufficient f o r the de­
mand." 

In the f a c e of so m a n y demands 
for the s e r v i c e s of her S i s t e r s and in 
the face o f s o many difficulties, Mother 
Magdalene remains p a t i e n t and con- brlghtlj 
fldent. " S o m e h o w ," s h e i s sure, "God horizon 
will provide!" «<>"fh c 

Notre D a m e has been termed • 
"monument" t o the sacr i f ice of El? 
mira Cathol ics , and to t h e courag* 
o f the S i s t e r s of Mercy in undertak­
ing the f i n a n c i a l and administrative 
burden. A community fund-raising 

_ campaign involving the w h o l e S o u t h - — 
ern Tier presented n e a r l y $600,000 
t o the S i s t e r s who s p e n t nearly 
$2,000,000 f o r the e n t i r e building, 
facilities a n d convent 

Ultramodern in construction and 
design, N o t r e Dame is equipped with 
23 c lassrooms, spacious auditorium, 
gymnasium, cafeteria, a n d library, as 
well as t h e latest In- bus ines s , scien­
tific, art, m u s i c and d o m e s t i c scienet 
facilities. Courses provide both aca­
demic and business t ra in ing . 

Fourteen Sisters and t h * chaplain* 
Rev, J o s e p h F, Hogan , welcomed 
more^han 3 4 0 students enrolled that 
first year , which began wi th a ful l 
four-year course approved by tba 
New York State Board o f Regents. 

This n e w e s t venture o f the Sister* 
of Mercy i n t o secondary education i n 
the diocese augurs w e l l for the f u ­
ture, if g o o d beginnings « r * j m y i n . ' 
dicatlon. U n d e r the protect ing matv> 
tie of O u r Lady, the b a n n e r of Notr*> 
Dame H i g h School w a v e s ever m o r * 
brightly a n d promisingly on . t h # 
horizon for thousands Of Catholi* 
youth o f t h e Southern H e r . 
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