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the - British sceptic Pertrand
Russell, we would like to ex-
plore a little further into

subiect of miracies, exphih-

' ing the Catholic view of thef

and perhaps giving a small
commenury on Llr Russell’
words.

4—«

—~—

Tﬁeword“mk‘ade" hgiven
a n:ide‘ variety of mcanings,

to cooperate, and they in-
to Marie ]

of water frem the Lourdes
spring. A Dr. Hombres, who
bad seen her immediately be
fore hér immersion, afterwards™
followed her to the hocpml

“I RECOGNIZED her quite
well, although her face was
entirely 'changed. Instead of
the horrible sore 1 had lately
sten, the surface was red it
is tnle but dry and covered
with a®new skin. The ofher
sores had dried up in the bath.
The doctors who examined her
could find nothing the matter

% with her lungs.”

ludnnthingmlghthe, to des-
cribe it as a “miracie” is to use
the word in a very wide se9se
indeed. -

But for our purpese in (iis
article we use the word in &
very' strict sense, and we de-
fine It as a happening which
invalves thie clear suspension
of thie ordinary laws of nature,
and therefore pastulates’ the

, Intezvention of God

Thus for exampde the term

mirscle in this serxse would be

applied to the cise of a man
with an advanced cse of tu.

| berculosis  (clearty ascertsin- |

able by X-rays), who suddenly
and instantaneousty found him-
self completely cuxed.

LEFUSEMPEASIZEM

we exclude our definition”
of a miracle hap; which
may indeed be ble, but

which lack “the notas of a ciear’
suspension of nature's lzws,

"It may indeed be remarkable
that a man on the wery brink of
death froro pneurmonis should
rally and gradually regain his
strength asrd “leaith, but this
Is 150t a miracle in the strict
sense of th’eword. .

Near can ﬂm &mre of nemm
disorders qualify &s miracles in
this strict sense, because suéh
a cure may have a purely
natural explanation

orutherel,gampossibmty

-0 cnincidencem\veusethe.
terr miracly in the siriet”

sense.

Thus you may cf§! it-a mira-
cle if you tose $1°¥ ater,
SRt Very ulukwcdl T

stances, find the money agiin.
Evenr though it may well be
troe fliat St Anthony bhelped
you to find it, the findingof

the monev wonld not «imlify

.ln!henrk:tsemeotmemm'

We shan' ‘ha\-e more to say

'} about Zola’s reaction to this
@ cure later. Meanwhile, here i3

mple-of-a-miracle

STUDYING FOR THE priest
hood in an eastern seminary
at our last information s a
young man; an ex-G.l, named
Peter Smith He was born in
1921 fn Columbus Hospital Ex-

tension, New York City.

This hospital is run by the

order of sisters founded by St

Xavier Cabrini, who

died fn 1918, reputed a saint by
all who knew her.

Shortly after the birth of

' Peter Smith, the attendant
| nurse, following routine pro-

cedure, introduced a few drops
of a silver nitrate solution into

= -
facta mamst be admitied

the Daby’s eyes, fo counteract
anry possible infection,

As o0on as she had done 50,
she realized that & horrible
imistake had been made. In-
stead of a twWo per cent solu-
ton- ag prescribed, a 30 per
cemt solution had been used,
and it was immediately ap
parent that the tissue of the
baby’y eyes had been severely
damaged.

A gJoctor, hastily summoned,
exmmined the baby’s eyes apd
siated that the damage wms
frreparable; the baby’s eye
sight was goue.

*  Naturally enough, the nurse

was frantic with self-reproach
and fear. She rushed from the
room and in the corridor en-
countered one of the sisters.

It happened that this sister
had with her a small relic of
Mather Cabrini; ,lesding the
dxlitﬂxhtnurnbmkintome
child’s room, the sister pinned
to” its clothing the relic; then
sbemdthenumfeﬂonthelr
kneexinprayev. o

R logical co

A denying that
i power or infivence in the worid.

i"‘-«' P
al e
Qm: i.n’k .
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Our lLady appears to Bemodeﬂe ot Lourdes in 1858
Famoys spring in front of saint still flows at Lourdes
: shrine, site of modern day miracles.

a standard requirement for the
canonization of Mother, Cab
‘rinl

Two such clear. unmistak-
able, “firstclass miracles™ tas
the Church calis them: must
be warked through the inter-.
cession of a candidate for can-
onization before the Church
will declare such a one to be a
saint.

-

THERE ARE, it would seem

two separale aspects of such
cases which a fair, unbiased

% observer must take into ac

count.
FIRBST, there is the question

B of whether such happenings
are possible.

The secularist, “liberal™ ag-

£ nostic frame of mind begins by

y denying the bare pessibility of
miracies this of course is a
uence of denying
that there id4 a God. or at least
God has any

“A miracle.” wrote Hume,
one of the early British agnos-
tics, ™15 a violation of the laws

P} of nature. and as a firm and
2 unalterable

experience  has
established these laws, the
proof against a miracle from

- the very nature of thefact-is

as entire as any from experi-
ence can be.” .

Even a socalled agnostic,
one might suppose, Would have
to admit at least the 'possihi}-
ity” of miracles; since, by his
own credo, he isn’t sure of any-
thing. how could he be sure
that miracles are impossibie?

‘WHICHSRINGS us to the
second aspect of our subject
Granted that miracles are pos-
sible, what evidence is there
that actually they do happen?
We have already described two
well-authenticated cases out of
many . that might have been
used.

Theevidenmlsnthmd{ bow
does the agnostic react to it?

PERHAPS_ THE CLASSIC
example is that of Zola, when
brought face to face with Marie
Lemarchand.

Zola, as we have said, had
professed a great interest in

- Lourdes, where such strange

and wonderfu] things were said
to take place. .

: “Ionb'nntﬁ;.é;/nt
finger dipped in r * and

come out healed” hie had said,

“and 1 wﬂl/hcﬁeve."

Qge/have already described
condition of Marie ;gmar-
“chand; Zola saw her before she

was immersed in the Lourdes

Then a little later in mem-
orable words he stated to the
presiding doctor what might
be taken as the agmnostic “cre
do” -

“Were I to see mall the sick
at Lourdes cured, I would not
belleve In a miracle.”

THIS IS THE TYPICAL ag-
nostic attitude and few of this

C—"

- BERTRAND RUSSEL}L.
miracleg by any doctor’

type sclentists though they
may call themxselves, seem able
to break through the iron ring
of native bias and examine the
facts for what they are. .

THIS ATITTUDE, cartied to
‘the final degree of ridiculous
ness, is reflected in the action
of the British Perzsion Board
towards _another celebrated

Lourdef\ cure. that of John
Trayno?r in 1923,

Traynor was a veteran of
World War I, ard had been
badly shot up; the muscles of
his right arm were completely
severed, and there was a hole
in his head through which his
brain could be seemm pulsating.
The British War Pension Min-
istry had declared lrim 100 per
cent disabled, and was paying
himm & full pension.

More dead than Alive, Fray-
nor taken to Lourdes,

on July 25 1923, to the.

amazement of dll, was sudden-
ly and compietely cured and
healed of all his aitments.

Returning to his home In
Liverpool, this marz went into
the coal and hauling business,
and had no tronble lifting 200-
pounds sacks of colal

Now comes the ronic ﬁmse'"

of the story, Sinee he was able

_wwaxex. and -he was prefent in- -

S - v sbeme
128 ARG el Sama Faa '.-c-v

ielfsﬂn‘ hhmr*; avnor
~thought it ou}yjnst*thathn
pemimhedmontﬁmem
how i

lemnly for a monent
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Bell
Tower

- Swaet “Suds

some money to
give you for the poor child ren”,

Her Mother, wishing to, teach
her the lesson of self-sacrifice,
sald ‘Very well, dear; it you

would like to go without sugar,
for a week, Il give you the
money instead, and than you
\wﬂl _have some.”

'I’he little one considered sol

' said *“Must it be sugar,‘mamma. 27

no, darling, not nec¢
essarily.” What would you like to:
" dg without?”

| “Soap, mamma” was Elsle’s
reply. ’
* *x
No Calories

o

. Visitor: “How’s your baby?”

" Mother: “He's really making pro-
gress. He's eating solids
now newspapers. pen-

vcus,k.e)s.:-

- ‘ . 7
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19th 'Hole .

@ A golfing clergyman had been
badly beaten by a parist,loner 30
years his senlor. He returned to
the clubhouse rather disgruntled.

“Cheer up." hls opponent said.
“Remember. you win at the fin-
tsh. You'l probably be bur)ing

me'someday

“Yes,” sald the clergyman,
“but even then it will be your
hole.”

d than

+

@ “ Mamma,” sald little Elsie est,
1% do wish I had

l

i

+
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Let’'s Hear anr
All the Fools Let me £
to all of yo
B thanks for
1 will consider revisine m s du ring the 1
opinifon Fof The ~INtellectual hon, = TR Tt the
y of the American Civil 1.:ber. gource of gT
ties Unijop t6 me to
when — angq after Sunda
not untl . . g night over
hear the ACLU various re
defending that prayesx
some or all of day after d:
the following turn eventu
. propasitiors
—That speak. T was con
ers from the the fact th:
White Cit.cens the night n
Councils nught . were addl'ng
Brelg to be invred often as-you
tu rnal ador
to preach their Jim Crow pPropa. God might
ganda on the campuses of Amer. fo mv work
, lcan colleges. now to pict
—That antl - semltic  ra'ble my tapestr
rousers ought te he turned loose in Rocheste
to spew halred of Jews amnng is alwavs
students. thaanks to t
hard and
—That the courtesles of I\ nrvy. to my wot
covered halls ought to be extend. that - anyon
'ed to people who advocate a re tremendou s
tnrn to nazism. and fascism - -
- ! am ver
—That the head-honters, ran. you bhecas
nibals. dope peddlers and v - .te & specis
slavers should be requeste! 1o Prresence ©
. exppund their philosophies be  Blesced Sz
. fore university gatherings. very slignit
WHAT I MEAN Is. there are_ .. AS 1 RE
two key questions, the tmaav._ea~ o e, TEIOCUNE, €
to which I \sould much ‘apjr ect T T T tapiheation -
ate hearing: _ _ ¥ fishes, one
. mcles of O
e Why Is It almost Invari- t hought
‘ably & communlst who gets an {rmportant
Invitation from some student cause It w
group to address a campus For one of
gathering, thus acquiring » talks that
kind of aura of spurious re. " gave upon
spectability? .
And tha
@ Why ls it nearly alwvave a A . on the Ble

-e3eme ras

dlublllty pension was continued
for . an lble—bodled_ Traynor
.down to the time of his death
in 1948,

It is doubtful whether biind-
ness of  this density can be
matched .by any future genera-

tion of official or unoflicial ag-
nosticss

ON’E GREAT SCIENTEST. at
first an agnostic, but willing to
sit down humbly before the
evidence. was Alexis Carrel.
Nobe] prize winner and author
of *“Man the Unknown.' best
seller of a decade past. In this
wise and penetrating study of
-man’s makeup, Carrell has this
to say of miracles: VoD

“Miraculous cures seldom oc-
cur. Despite thelr srmall num-
ber, they prove the existence
of organic and mental pro
cesney that we do not know.
They show that certain mystic
states, such as thaf of prayer,
have definite effects.”

“They are stubborn, lrreduc-
ible facts, which must be taken
into’ account . ., science has
to explain the entlre realm of
reality.”

Coming back now tg Mr.
Bertrand Russell's statement
as quoted at the beginning ot
this article, let ug gee how

--ianhﬁlu&hls&nmsmaec&—&he

“liberal,” secularist attitude,
and how fllogical they are in
the face of facts,

After stating his belief that
miracles do not occur, ne goes
on to say:

“At Lourdes certaln diseases
can be cured and others can-
not.”

Is this supposed tn strengthen
Mr. Russell's argument against
miracles? No one ever con.
tended that. all the sick at
Lourdes are cured. A miracle
in the very nature of things is
a rare and exceptional Happen.
ing. which in itself adds to its
proving force,

*“Those that .can be cured at
Lourdes ‘can probably be cured
by any doctor In whom the
patient has faith.”

This strange staternent hard.
ly needs any comment. What
kind of faith in the baby whose
eye tissue wasg burned and
tcarred  would have enabled
the doctor fo restore jt?

OUR CONCLUSION mus
t be
that Mr. Bertrang Russell, who
has worldwide fame ag a scien-
tist, Is being Very unscientific
in not examining the evidence

for miracles with fair
impartiality. ness and

To anyone Who exami
ines the
evidence in this spirit, miracles

communist whose civll liber
st ACLE Toaps to - detend, Y - - ~-He-was-
beating its breast with self- of His liste
| rightcous Americanism? Because H
mnd contre
Not long ago. we had Alzer €ure, He «
Hiss speaking at Princetor Boaves ancg
- Alger Miss. convicted _of lving . thousands
when he denied having betraved thing left
“his country  And of conurce the
alr was filled with solemn thun. But It
ders about academic freedom and 2 miracle.
all that. . Ay to estal
er. He ha
More Treentlv, we have had *he He was &
"case of John Gates editor of the day. He «
Daijly Waorker: a man oorvored. for a gre
under the Smith Act of having
"plotted to teach and adiecate F)n theh
morth[ow of the U S pivern :gl\e le:gt
‘ ment Ky force and vielerce Life" anc
© The Student Senate nof Queens preached
_College New York. a city ow > od ologleal 1
insttution  Invited  Gates  the ture of t
other day to speak on campas ST. JO
durning Academic Freedom W eek very vita
The Queens Colleze prov it ‘because S
promptly countermanded the 1n been par
vitation these ser
with the
With what ceems tn he roth with the
Ing short of studied insplerce, church.
the Studert Governrflent Pubhc
Affarrs Forum of Ciry, College, We kn
- likewise city.owned, then In ited the . oper
- Gates to spenk there. Gospel F
. the Chur
; THE UPSHOT WAS that the ment'of
heads of the five New York city - and the
owned colleges — Queens. o1ty whole pl:
Hunter, Brooklyn and Staten Is
land . voted to bar Gates from That
speaking on any of the* fivé ,I:Pad at 1
campuses, for the simple rea<on In the
that “there I« complete agree Word—fté
_Ipent _ . _ in _our -unrequivocal S God 7;}1
condemnation of communism ne
(and) we are now of one mind F]esh af
In” refusing to extend campus There v
courtesies to persons convicted .Redemp'i
under the Smith Act.” IN TE
Whereupon the “American his GOSE
Civil Liberties Unlon mounted this m=
ite white charger and gallop- Our Div
ped into the fray, In the per sermon.}
fon of Osmond K. Fraenkel, 1 - point
ACLU counsel. : mentiotr«
plain thu
Quoted Sir Knight Fraenkel: ent Ho
“Students should be -allowed to - and we

hear all speakers—wise men and
fools.”

This. of course. is the reason
we,pax tages to support schools
.—In order that young people re
celving educations largely at pub-
lic expense may have opportunt-
tles to listen to fools. and may
feel free to invite convicted en- - -«
émies of their country to enjoy
;the hospitai (3 f our colleges.

THAT'S NOT tie way we want
it. but that seems to be the way
;29 ACLU wants {t. Thiz being .

| we have every right to sug
gest that the AEyLU g;1e consist
'ent Let the ACLU insist that
equal right on campus be given
tto all the brands of fools—in

cluding Jim Crowists, fascists
‘and anti. semites -

I we send ¥ .young men and’
|Women to school to soak up im-

becilities, they mi et
' the Works, y miglit as well g _

main- -
0l § “Tgn of
T God'e nnwer .'Orkeu in order

that our faith may l'_m 5
trength.

‘l!ommd :Dﬁdn;‘llr way made cleap

i hes goal of happiness

This lrﬁcle — “How o nm{;
nise A Miracle” may be ob.
tained in pamphlet form fgqp
n". vents g ©Opy from the
Pamphiets, Red

. We hardly dare hope tat The -
nCLL mlght Somet)me Staft
talking sense, That day seems -
well In the past. But we ought
"Ot to close our eyes to the

ing  selectivity of the
S concern for civil rights.

We will do “twell to bear in
mind that evem after Hungary, .
energies remain
g‘e‘;gii‘iy !concentrated upon. thc

ense of one eertain kind of
foolithnasa,

A




