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the- Britisb sceptic j3ertruxi 
Ruaaell, we would lite to ex
plore a little lurUbor into ti»e 
subject of mlraclei, expltip-

Inj the Catholic view of t±e&, 
and perhaps4 giving a sanail 
cortunentary on Mr. Russell's 
word*. -r _. _ ~*< 

tise word "mir*c3e" ia given 
a wide variety at mtaidngs, 

tfp r ,»| 

. taWtOa^slaaOjmnumdmri^ -weren't enough! 
tae Chora ha*a to add six more*?" complained a 
• " timmmr* 

l4Bbanrestrk^oeitoaieetc«;esday!eJCtthelunc=hhour 
w ^ leaa choksai, bait tha •waitreas told htr customer^ "Yea, 
ram * GethoKc too, Bot i f * act hard. If you Ireak one* of the 
Tarn ConHnswIiweiitav tf« a mortal sin. It's only a vexaial sin 

- to^ btaek ^HI (Torek's lawa, so a*P ahead tad have haunburc 

—-W^ai^iicfiilsat naiffier «tistom«r noir waf̂ rcw in the 
eoBtttiatioawawaidntlieJpoTejhear w« aCowk^ render 
er both wooH be better informed in deiaib of their fadth. 

Trie OwaaindEB^bi of God and the Treeepta of the 
'Charch, at eyary'areU iaatructed Catholic Kncrwi, atre not 
maejit to make lift difficult. The law» of God and Bis Church, 
|ara»ma^fo*aettharrinea« botli-here and raereaftw. 

breeMnf «ither iahlt of commaradmnts txm fair 
retiial sin to mortal ain, dependinf oa the seriousness 

•rr 
ti-1 

k .-

_ a penny violates the Seventh CommandaDent of 
I, but certamly s o t to the extent of daazxin^ the asoul to 

a i n t e Is a -venial, not a mortal lis. 

_- - Deliaersteljr &QS£ knovFiugly to violate, 5or example, the 
Cfcnrch'a law oo fiat and abetineoce (the irojinfornitd wait-
xeas should be told) i s a mortal sin. 

There are alio differences fn.the aerioasxess of ITJDS. 
To Ida tea p«op^ is-vforie than killiiif «oe. 

,. To miss Maiss fen tunes is worse than rnissirsx once. 
° To teila'do«<nfieeia vforse than telling two. 

t. But eTery ChrisfUan should realise that, vren One? venial 
shn is a far worae catastrophe than a thoussaad hours erf pain 

^orLi*pony^Jhere is raosuch thmjr as "only" at venial siaa, as if 
itacft a sm irereof h'ttle consequence. Christ died f5or sin, 

';^Ninpa^hioftal'^-.and each soul must mdhoe a jus% retri-
fcr every last sin, -venial and mortal. 

of Christ has autiorjty "to bind anil loose" 
to enforce its lams, mot for: our doom, Cor oar ov^n best 

sneta in the itrafgle with Satan for our souls. 

Christ HiDMelf* told us penance was neceasarjf. The 
nth Jhas' *«sely -arranged the Lenten regula^ons so we 

w a have a practical ruide in this metier. To disKttsard the 
Ckurch laws simply to satisfy a lunch hoar cratira? has, 
tKaytfote, hitter eteamal consequences 

j - r . - - rKHSarWS^Sc wM Tiew the Commandments o f God 
asrf the Precepts of the Chnrch, not so muds M restratants on 
l»fre«doia,a« h«h»ftdaidsinaaTinghuirmiortalio^ l 

rm<$%am 

a ek*fi a«M̂  *«a«M î MM 

n^r^»4isaK' 

casms ZOIA 
1 wveli Mt btSeTe* 

and of cotme people are- free 
to tat the word in any sense 

. they please. 

You can. for Instance, say If 
you like of your old pastor: "It 
will be a miracle it he ever 
preaches less than half an hour 
on Sunday." Remnrkabie as 
lucfa a thing might be, to des
cribe it as a "miracle" is to use 
the word in a very wide sense 
indeed. 

Bat for our purpo» in this 
article we use the word in a 
very ttrict sense, and we de
fine it as a happening which 
involves the clear suspension 
of Che ordinary laws of nature, 
and therefore postulates' the 

, Intervention of God 

Thus for example the term 
miracle in this sense would be 
applied to the cSse of a man 
with, an «*v»nced q g of tu-

.hercnlojis. Ldearjy asjcal8int_ 
able by X-rays), who suddenly 
and instantaneously found him
self completely ctxxtdL 

L E T US EMPHASIZE ,that 
we exclude fsom our definition.' 
of m mirade ha^pssnlngs which 
may Indeed be rernirkable, but ( 
which lack the note of a clear' 
suspension of nature's laws. 

It may indeed, be remarkable 
that a man on the, very brink of 
dcari from pneumonia should 
rally and gradually regain his 
strength and health, bat this 
Is riot a miracle in the strict 
sense of tne word. 

Nor can tile, cure of nesFvous 
disorders qualify as miracles in 
this strict sense, because such 
a care may have a purely 
natural explanation. 

JXIOT if there is any possibility 
of coincidence can we use the^ 
term miracle in. the strict" 

Tfaus yon may cf|l it a mira
cle if you lose SI'-"' antf later, 
tmSer very unub«dl ^r«uai-
stances, find the money again. 
Even though it may well be 
true that S t Antfumy helped 
you to find it, the finding-of 
the money would not qtiallfy 
ifit^sWctaenseajamiracle. 

S ItiXkimm cf what we 
mean by miracles 3ri theatric* 
s«aae of the ternv-conisBec thai. 

-foUdwihr >two wrtli-atutnentir 

jjlad to cooperate, and they- in-
troduced Zola to Marie Lemar-
chand,an Invalid whose case 
was described officially as fol
lows: ' ' | 

. A case ef lojws sae preye* 
apoR her aeat aasl awMrth. W-

. ceraSteR aad i p f f i sad was 
bMrly ipctaelm aad deveaw* 
Saa taa ateatbraaea H He fre-

l a e cartOage af sa« 
almaat eatea away, the amta 
waa arawa all sa ea* eMe by 
tiie swoDea tewsltiaa af tea 
apper fo_ tM# waolt waa s-
fiKghtral, a%itarte4 saaaa at 
patter aasl ooataa; Meal, 

aVMyeleaca were taketesdar. 
and she had open sores *a her 
less. 

Tnis is the medka] record, 
. testified to by the ttoctors who 
examined her at Loufdes b» 
fore she was placed in the bath 
of water from the Lourdea 
spring. A Dr. d'Kombres, who 
had seen her immediately .be«_ 
tore'her immersion, afterwards 
followed her to the hospital 
and testified: 

"I BECOGMZED her quite 
well, although her face was 
entirely changed. Instead of 
the horrible sore I had lately 
seen, the surface was red, it 
Is true, but dry and covered 
with a* new skin. The other 
sores had dried up in the bath. 
The doctors -who examined her 
could find nothing the matter 
with her lungs." 

We shall have more to say 
about Zola's reaction to wis 
cure later. Meanwhile, here Is' 

npie-of-a-mlFacl 
in the strict sense of the term: 

OTUDYING FOR THE priest
hood in an eastern seminary 
at our last Information Is a 

-yotin^ man; an es-€J, n&raed-
i Peter Smith. Ha waa born In 
1921 In Columbus Hospital Ex
tension, New York City. 

This hospital Is run by the 
order of sisters founded by St 
Frances Xavler Cabrini, who 
died in 1918, reputed a saint by 
all who knew her. 

Shortly after the birth of 
1 Peter Smith, the attendant 
1 nurse, following routine pro
cedure, introduced a lew drops 
of a silver nitrate solution into 
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Let's Hear 

AH the Fools 

5weeT Sods — — 1 
• " Mamma," said little Elsie, 
«I do wish I had some money to 
give you for the poor children , 

Her Mother, wishing to. teach 
her the lesson of self sacrifice 
said 'Very well, dear; if you 
would like to go without sugar, 
for a week, I'll gî P you the; 
money instead, and \ than you 
will have some." \ 

The little one considered sol
emnly for a monent > d than 
said "Must It be sugar, inamma. , 

"Why, no, darling, not necc-
essarily.-What would you like to: 
do' without?" 

i "Soap,' mamma." was Elsie's 
reply. ^ 

* . * * 

No Calories 

Visitor: "How's your baby?" 

Mother: "He's reall) making pro
gress. He's mating solids 
now newspapers, pen
cils, keys, ' . • • •" 

Brelg 

XT ' - ' 

19th rlole 

Our Lddy appears to Bemadette at Xourdes in 1858. 
Famous spring in front of saint still flows at Lourdes 

shrine, site of modern dory miracles. 

ALEXIS CAJtBEL 
Casta stMst fee admftttee 

the baby's eyes. %> counteract 
any possible infection. 

As soon as she had done so. 
the realized that • horrible 
mistake had been made. In
stead of a two per cent solu
tion u prescribed, a 50 per 
cost solution had been used, 
and it was immediately ap
parent that the tissue of the 
baby's' eyes had been se%-erely 
damaged. 

A doctor, hastily summoned, 
examined the baby'g eyes and. 
stated thai the damage was 
irreparable; the baby's eye
sight waa gone. 

Naturally enough, the nurse 
was frantic with self-reproach 
and fear. She rushed from the 
room and in the corridor en
countered one of the sisters. 

It happened that this sister 
had with her a small relic of 
Msfber Gafarinl; , leading the 
distraught nurse back' into the 
child's room, the sister pinned 
to'its clothing the relic; then 
she stod tne nurse fell on their 
kaees- in prayer. . • ' 

»' f \ 
A sliort) iiroe later the aoctor 

examined tae baby', eye* one* 
SMnvaai straiaAteaefilepLWiih 
sartMrfce.- i f e eaUe* fe aaotaer 
*K*or ia-vata? ia* 
an* So tWin ' 

iErsi & fiss ceierjesr-* . 
eaiv involving as an o|a««ver 
the famous firencn novelisr, 

« Zola. Zola pr t̂easwdhlni-
%br an spastic, both* 

_^± mm a aftareaitTa ^̂ fcw* 
potne, m(etea(ed InXouidesv and 
in IMS he nade a tpecia tr^ 
there seeking rnaftriaj, «or a 
""~ novel. 

a standard requirement for the 
canonization of Mother. Cab
rini. 

Two such clear, unmistak
able, "first-class miracles'* (as 
the Church calls themi must 
be worked through the Inter
cession of a candidate for can
onization before the Church 
will declare such a one to be a 
saint. 

l H E R E ARE. it would seem 
two separate aspects of such 
cases which a fair, unbiased 
observer must take into ac
count. 

FTTSST. there is the question 
of whether such happenings 
are possible. 

The secularist "liberal." ag 
nostic frame of mind_begins by 

r denying the bare possibility of 
miracles this of course is a 
logical consequence of denying 
that there ia a God. or at least 
denying that God has any 
po%ver or influence in the world. 

"A miracle;'' wrote Hume, 
one of the early British agnos-
ucs, "is a violation of the laws 
of nature, and as a firm and 
unalterable experience has 
established these laws, the 
pfdof against a miracle from 
"the -. ei y nature of the fact is 
as entire as any from experi
ence can be." 

Even a so-called agnostic, 
on« might suppose, would have 
to admit at least the "possibil
ity'' of miracles; since, by his 
own credo, he isnt sure of any
thing, how could he be sure 
that miracles are impossible? 

us to the 
second aspect of bur suhrjec|. 
Granted tha t miracles are pos
sible, what evidence is there 
that actually they do happen? 
We have already described two 
well-authenticated cases out of 
many t h a t might have been 
used. 

The evidence b at hand: how 
does the agnostic react t o it? 

P E R H A P S T H E CLASSIC 
example is that of Zola, when 
brought face to face with Marie 
Lemarcband. 

Zola, as we have said, hid 
professed a great interest in 
Lourdea, where such strange 
and wonderful things were said 
to take place. 

"I oofy want to see a^eat 
finger dipped in water ' and 
come out healed,? he had aaM, 
-and I wfllfeelieve.'' 

\Ye have already described 
,the condition of Marie jLesnar-
chand; Zola saw her before she 
was immersed in the Lourdes 

Then a little later In mem
orable words he stated to the 
presiding doctor what might 
be taken as the agnostic "ere* 
d o " • 

"Were I to se* aJl the sick 
at Lourdps cured, I would not 
believe In a miracle." 

1HIS IS THE TYPICAL ag
nostic attitude and few of this 

fjMgraw 
>aireer-

Jind as we have sakL the re
cipient of this ifcyor; frbttr 
heaven is *|ftfe M i t t Joas**-

ot -'"• - - - ' - - ' ^ T ^ r ' 

•treta aux£*TC2.<a^u u s u a c a a r u t u u 

~v&&zn*B&:&t was present 4i£~ 
- -«aats U M I J M U M * r« i iUs •««**• <#***- "" S*^ 

brought there, immediately 
after her cure had taken place. 

* "Behold the case of yupr 
dreams, M. Zola,**,, said the 

^president of me'rnedical board. 
najfe ^^y^^iani i 

Thia:'seoc^ c a i ^ * 
lsaiMafl|ie(fe_,, v/as :ant. .aiE' '"*'" 

.,..... 'A%-no,*» said Zdli,^ do not 
* want 'to look at her. She ia still 
.j-Ste-aaW" auudlnj|J»j^ia4 i 

BESTBA2SD BTJSSELJL 
miracles 1*7 any doctor* 

type scientists though they 
may call themselves, seem able 
to break through the iron ring 
of native bias and examine the 
£acts for what they are. . 

THIS A'lTrTTJDE, .carried to 
Hhe final degree of ridiculous 
ness, is reflected^! the action 
of the British Pension Board 
towards . another celebrated 
Lourdes cure. tha>t of John 
Traynor in 1923. 

Traynor was a veteran of 
Would War I, and had been 
badly shot up; the muscles of 
his right arm were completely 
severed, and there was a hole 
in his head rarougn which his 
brain could be seen pulsating. 
The British War Pension Min
istry had declared h im 100 per
cent disabled, and was paying 
him a full pension. 

More dead than alive, Tray-
noT/Wras taken t o Lourdes, 
and o n July 25, 1923, to the 
amazement of all, w a s sudden
ly and completely cured and 
healed of all M s ailments. 

Returning t o his home in 
Liverpool, this man; went into 
the coal and hauling business, 
and had no trouble lifting 200-
pounde sacks of coa l 

Now comes the ironic phase ' 
of the story, Since l i e was able 

selt af-te** h&» <w% Trsynor 
thought it only josf that his 
pension be o'iscontJnuei Thi% 
however, tha Britislri War Wea? 
sion Ministry Mlehanry refused 
to do. 

Unit 'mA fowJLbhm imemrnbici 

sat 

• A golfing clergyman had been 
badly beaten by a parishioner. 30 
years his senior. He returned to 
the clubhouse rather disgruntled. 

"Cheer up." his opponent said. 
"Remember, you \Wn at the fin
ish. You'll probably be burying 
me someday." 

'Tes," said the clergyman, 
"but even then it will be your 
hole." 

disability pension was continued 
ior_ an able-bodied Traynor 
down to the time of h'la death 
In 1943. 

It is doubtful whether blind
ness of. this density can be 
matched .by an> future genera 
tion of official or unofficial ag
nostics." 

O N E GREAT SCIENTIST, at 
first an agnostic, but willing to 
sit down humbly before the 
evidence. Was Alexis Carrel. 
Nobel prize winner and author 
of "Man the Unknown. ' brst 
seller of a decadp past. In this 
wise and penetrating study of 

• man's makeup, Carrell has this 
to say of miracles: , 

"Miraculous cure« ^Idon! oc
cur. Despite their small num
ber, they prove the existence 
of organic and , mental pro
cesses that we do not know. 
They show that rertaln mystic 
states, auch-as—thai—of- -prayer, 
have definite efforts." 

"They are stubborn, Irreduc
ible facts, which must be taken 
into account . . . science has 
to explain the entire realm of 
reality." 

Coming back now to Mr. 
Bertrand Russell's statement 
as quoted at the beginning nf 
this article, Jet us se^ how 

. faithfully Jug. ivordg. «iaeeMhe-
"llberal-'- secularist attitude. 
and how illogical they are in 
the face of facts,. 

After stating his beiiw that 
miracles do not ncrur, he gi>es 
on to say: 

"At Lourdes certain dlsea-Hes 
can be cured and others can
not" 

Is this suppose-d tn strengthen 
Mr. Russell's argument against 
miracles? No one ever con
tended that, al] the sirk at 
Lourdes are cured. A mira* le 
in the very nature of things Is 
a rare and exceptional happen
ing, which In itself adds to its 
proving jorce, 

"Those that .can be pored at 
Lourdes Tan probably be cured 
by any doctor In whom the 
patient has faith." 

This strange statement hard
ly needs any comment What 
kind of faith in the baby whose 
eye tissue was burned and 
scarred would have enabled 
the doctor to restore It? 

J ^ C 2 N C I * S I O N m u s t b e 
that Mr. Bertrand Russell, who 
has worldwide fame as a scien
tist Is being very unscientific 
hi not examining the evidence 
taparSily5 ^ " * " *»« 

To anyone who examines the 
_evidence in this spirit miracles 

Gods !*"»«•. workad in order 
that our Wth may be strength 
enedandourwiy-rnadeef 

L° r e a v e ? EOal ° f taW*« 
tm article - -flow to Recog. 
» te A Sliracle" may be ob-
talaed in pamphlet form for 
Jr# cents a copy from the 

I will consider revisin? my 
"opinion *"6TTBF' IrlteTiecTual Kon-~ ' 
esty of the American Civil Liber

ties V n 1 o n 
when - a n d 
not until . . j 
hear the ACLU 
d e f e n d i n g 
some or all 0f 
t h e following 
propositions 

—That speak
ers from t he 
White Cu^ens 
Councils ought 
to be in\ited 

to preach their Jim Crow prnp a . 
ganda on the campuses of Amer
ican colleges 

—That anti Semitic ra1 ble-
rousers ought to be turned '..>osa , 
to spew haired of Jews among 
students. 

—That the courtesies of i' n>-\-. 
covered halls ought to he ex'er.d-
ed to people who advocatp a re-
tnrn to nazlsm- and fascism ) 

-=^That the head-hunters, ran-
nlbals. dope peddlers and \> * .te 
slavers should be reque<'(-' t.o 

. exppund their philosophies be
fore university .gatherings. 

| WHAT I MEAN Is. there are-
two key questions, t h e »«Si^sr*:. 
to which I would much'apjre<'l-
ate hearing.: _ . tf 

• Why Is It almost Invari
ably a communist who getv an 
invitation from some shuW-nt 
proup to address a rain pus 
gathering, thus acquiring a 
kind of aura of spurious re
spectability? 

O Why is it nearly always a 
communist whose civil liber-

f" tWSMrr»-'Artt^eapr--t»' aefe'na. 
I beating Its breast with self-
| righteous Amerlcanl«sm? 

Not long ago. we had Al£er 
Hiss speaking at Princeto-

. Alser Hiss, convicted .of lying 
when he denied hovinp hftr«\ed 
his country And nf course the 
air was filled with solemn thun
ders about academic freedom aid 
all that. 

I MoreTTvently, we have had 'he 
1 case of John Cntes editor of 'he 

Pally Wr.rkcr: a man m-\i -*ed-
under the (Smith Act of having 
plotted to tench and adv^^ate 

, overthrow of the V S c u m 
ment In forre and vole^op 

I 
The Student Senate of Q'ie~rn« 

College New York, a rlt\ n» • H 
Institution ln\ited Gate* tHe 
other day tn speak on rarri<-u 
dutinj; Ar.i.lrTiic Tree-dom \\ o<>< 

The Queens College pro\ ist 
promptly countermanded the in 
vltatlnn 

With what seem"! to he ro'h-
Ing short nf studied inspler-'-e. 
the Student i",o\ernrnent Public 
Affairs Fnrum nf City, College 
likewise city owned, then ln\ ited 
Gates to speak there. 

' THE IPSHOT WAS that the 
h^ads of the five New York rtty-
owned colleges — Queens, citv, 
Hunter. Brooklyn and Slaten Is
land - voted to har Gates from 
speaking on any of the" five 
campuses, for the simple reason 
that "there Is complete agree 

_meni_ _4n—our--uwo^ilvo,al 
condemnation o f communism 
(andi we are now of one mind 
In- refusing to extend campus 
courtesies to persons convicted 
under the" Smith Act." 

Whereupon the "American 
Civil Liberties I'nlon mounted 
Its white charger and gallop 
Ped Into the fray, in the pef-
**>" of Osmond K. Fraenkel, 
AC'LL' counsel. 

Quoted Sir Knight Fraenkel: 
"Students should be -allowed to 
hear all speakers—wise men and 
fools." 

This, of course, is the reason 
we,pay, tajjes to support schools 

.—in order that young people re
ceiving educations largely at pub
lic expense may have- opportuni
ties to listen to fools, and may 
feel free to invite convicted en
emies of their country to enjoy 

, the hospital (> of our colleges. 

THAT'S NOT ti-e way we want 
it. but that seems to be the way 
the ACLU wants it. This being 

! so. we have every r ight to sug
gest that the ACLU be consist-

jent. Let the ACLU insist that 
! equal right on campus be given 
I to all the brands of fools—in
cluding J i m Crowists, fascists 
1 and anti-semites-. - - -

j *f we send^young men and 
: women to school to soak up im-
j becilities, they might as well get 
' the works. 

^ 

»^>"nlifaTy dare hope that tha 
?ih m i g h t sometime start 
talking sense. That day seems 
well In the past But we ought 
-5°t to close our eyes to the 
tdtK;blhg selectivity of t h e 
ACLlfs concern for civil rights. 

We will do "-well to .bear in 
mind thatt-even after Hungary, 

"* - i ApkU's energies remain 
strarlg îy concentrated upon the 
defense of. one eertain kind oi 
ta^uahnaaa, 
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