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John A. Dale 
Exeuune Diredor 

Rehabilitation Commission 

'Human nature being u hat it is, 
ue areiall influenced to'if greater 
or leuer degree in the selpfb re
turn r on arij program, even if it is 
based upon a matter of deep civic 
pride." ' 

""'With regard, to neighborhood 
cnnteriatinH and the-^itOprovetnent 
of [>n>peilies utfrhtn and utthoul, 
I hciie found b) experieme thai 
d u e 111 n g s of good appearam e 

WST BETTER, "sEnrsEnm 
and proude more secure imest-
ments than tbae that are allou ed 
to deteriorate through neglei'. 
People buy and rent properly b) 
appeiirarue much as they do a used 
automobile. Often a JV;0 paint job 
on a hou<e can iinrgqsejts market 
iitli/e in er $1(100. This has ahead) 
pnned /Keif in the Cit) of Roches
ter as an ai/tgrou th of the Rehabili
tation Connnmion's actitities in 
SflOdrng t&de enforcement." 

JOHN DALE 

CATHOLIC 
HOME BUYING 
STARTS HERE 
> 

4 GUIDE TO CATHOLIC HOME IUYEKS 
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WHAT MAKES THE REHABILITATION COMMISSION CLICK? 
What Are Its Pur 'poses? 
Who Controls It? 
Who Directs It? 
What Do They Get Out Of It? 
What Do You Stand To Gain By It ? 

By Frank J. Glblln 

More home Improvement was accomplished In t h e City of 
Rochester during 1956 than in any other year in the c i ty 's history. 
This is a matter of civic record as compiled in an annual report 
placed before the City Council. 

When a function of the city administration produces luch 
a record in one year of operation, we believe that t h e readers 
of the Catholic Courier Journal may wish to brush u p on their 
knowledge of the commission that spearheaded this h o m e improve
ment activity. Perhaps there is some phase that we c a n present 
In a brief summary of the Rehabilitation Commission's origin and 
operation that has escaped notice and deserves particular con
sideration at this time. 

•latent service to ' all with favors | and a total of 640 individual fami 
t o none . . . . and working in l ies to be moved from their 
cooperation wi th a PERMANENT ^ m e s . WherejWiU they "go? 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE named 
by the City Council . . . . and a 

In the flrst^place, it must be 
remembered that this exodus will 

City-Wide Advisory Council, ap- j not happen overnight. It will be 
pointed by the Commission. | dene gradually, according t o Mr. 

The Permanent Advisory Com- Dale, and, with due regard t o the 
t 

In May, 1955. the City Council 
of Rochester directed the City 
Manager to create a Rehablllt 
atfon Commission for a twofold 
purpose; (1) to re-aotlvate the 
long dormant Baden - Ormond 
Slum Clearance Program invol
ving the rehabilitation o( hund
reds of low-Income white and 

payroll. H e Is still drawing his 
salary from t h e Rochester Man
agement Inc. However, under 
special contract between the City 
of Rochester and Rochester 
"Ma nagement Inc., renewable 
from year-to-year, t h e city pays 
to that firm the s u m of $8500 
annually to m e e t the expenses of ' 
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der Section 221 was not planned 
for families rerocating from slum 
areas, but for families closer to 
the middle-income brackets, such 
as veterans groups who could notj-| 
meet down - payment r e q u i r e 
ments for home ownership other
wise, but who could meet the 
qualifications for l o n g - t e r m 
financing under Section 221. The 
responsibility of the Rehabilita
tion Commission, according to 
Mr. Dale, is to provide for the 
expansion of housing facilities in 
order that all classes could be 
housed in DECENT, SAFE AND 
SANITARY dwellings according 
to their means,. By constructing' 
homes for the veteran families 
and others to purchase on Sec
tion 221, other homes would be 
made available for less fortunate 
families to rent. . . and the aims 
of housing expansion would be 
realized. 
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mittee Is composed of: Robert P. 
Aex, City Manager (chairman). 
G. Rolphe Scofield Jr., chairman 
of the City Council Planning and 
Zoning Committee, Kenneth C. 
Townson, Commissioner of Pub
lic Saftev. Robert J. 

determination of the Commission 
to display patience and guidance 
lo the handling of hardship cases. 

Mr. Dale has some deeply root
ed Ideals on a proposal that in
volves the construction of houses 

DON'T MAKE A I 
t ' * 

u c sa f tey Robert J. Menzle, ,at a cost of around $9000 o n p r e s 

• -ctatrmm- • ^ « h » 4 r f l u M l U a » ^ 
Commission, Frank Davis. Super-1 In the vicinity of-MtTTCearrBoliltfq 

Intendent of Buildings, F. Dow 
Hamblin, Commissioner of Pub
lic Works,Harry Ruppert. chair
man of the Planning Commission, 

vard beyond Aquinas Stadium, 
Contrary to a prevalent belief, 

the purchase of such homes tin-
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R E S U L T S 

Warda ? and 6 

Dwelllnga Inspected 
# without violations 

# w l t h violations 

JiKarxiaJLS^lg^gl. -33. 
Total Inspections 2,944" 

Landlords o r Owners 1 
Making Voluntary V 
Rep*lri J 875 

4,643 
2,010 
2,633 

and 24 

ON A THEME 
better livinq in The theme? . . 

Lakeview, one of the fastest growing 
communities in the city. We've got 
lots of things to tell you about why bet
ter than 500 families have found it a 
wonderful place to live, but we'd like to 
concentrate, this time, on the fact 
that we can offer one of the most flex* 
ibre selections of homes in the city. 
<HeT«f~aTB"irfew;; •* ~A -^ 

• The fashionable Towne 
House 

• Sparkling, traditional 
ranches 

• 2-story Cape Cods 

• Split-level designs 

• Walk-out basement 
models 

• Custom homes built to 
your specifications 

O a r models are open from 1-9 daily. You'll see o n e 

that'll suit your taste and budget. Visit u s todayl 

non-white Tamilies living in un-' 
sanitary and neglected properties, 
or housed in buildings within that 
congested area that were unfit 
for human habitation; (2) to 
Institute a plan of neighborhood ; 

conservation and building code 
enforcement that would raise the 
standard of living In our low-In
come groups and improve the 

Harry C. Crowley, chairman of 
! the Board of Appeals, Dr. Wend

ell Ames, City Health Officer, 
and Edward C. Traugott, Battal" 
Ion Chle fF lre Prevention. 

j The City-Wide Citizens Advis
ory Council Is composed of Elmer 

, B. Milllman, president of the i 
Central Trust Company, Howard 

, M. Woods, attorney-at-law, Mrs. 
[Edward Compston, chairman of 

the Planning Division of the 

employing additional personnel to 
attend t o Mr. Dale's duties while 
h e devotes h i s time t o the Reha
bilitation Commission, the dir
ector stated. 

Mr. Dale o w n s h i s home at 333 
Penfleld Road In t h e Town of 
Brighton. He is married and has 
a son and a daughter. The Dales 

„_ . are members of St. Louis Parish. 
physical value and appearance of j ^ , , p r e s e n t director of the Re- ] CounctTo'f Social Agencies,'vUuxt-
all properties in the city s wards habilitatlon Commission served l c e R . F o r r n a n . B. Forman Corn-
that threatened the neighbor- n o t a b l y ta t h e management and , p a n y > wa l tar L Todd, The Todd 
hoods w i t h b l ight , direction of Norton Village, j C o . , Horace P . Glola, Gloia Mac-

Th'e Ci ty Manager created the Cobbs Hill Village, Fernwood mroni the Rev . Quentln E. Prlmo, 
Rehabilitation C o r a m i s s o n Park and other publ ic housing 
through the appointments of the developments under the control 
fol lowing charter members of the o f Rochester Management Inc. 
commiss ion w h o agreed to serve These Installations were built 

' without pay for a period of five under F.H.A. and t h e units leased 
years: Chairman, Robert J. Men- primari ly t o veterans In the 
z le (president o f the Citizens Tax low-income groups. 

| tT^i iuTrr^hrr^W:'BT4^s-H^res l4-~-* - - " ^ p g g X X t ^ T * """*" 
dent of the Pittsburg Consoll-1 ' _ . . . . . . . „ -, . . 
dation Coal Co. Co. Inc., Sibley' The rehabi l i tat ion Commission, i P e r h a p g m e m o 8 t controversial 

under John Dales direction fune- j s u b j e c t c o n n e c t e d with the func-
t ions wi th t h e employment ( o n ; t i o n o f ^ Rehabilitation Com-
a t y payroll) of f ive enforcement | m l s s i o n and one that has been 
officers or Inspectors and a full g l v e n considerable publicity In the 

dally newspapers, i s the matter 
of relocating low-income famil ies 

Tower Bldg.l , Gaston L. Brecken-

pastor of St . Simon's Episcopal 
Church. 6 Oregon Street, Lester 
Slade. Slade and Suter, rea l est
ate, Vilas M. Swan, attorney and 
welfare worker, and Joseph 
Myler, treasurer of Nelsner 
Brothers department store. 

LISTEN T0NITE 

WHEC 1460 
On Your 

Dill 

JAYCEE FORUM 9:30 
John A. D a l * Interview 

t ime seretary . The program in
cludes centralizing enforcement 
o n a "neighborhood at a time" (predominantly colored) f r o m the 
basis, resolute and unrelenting Baden-Ormond area to other sec-
enforcement combined with rea- tlons of the City of Rochester or 
sonabless, patience and guidance , itn environs. There are 432 homes 
i n handling hardship cases, con- hi aggregate to b e demolished 

OALDWELL & COOK 
393 ••• ?-3402 

ridge, supervisor tjf the Rochester 
Gas and Electric Corporation, 
William H. Emerson, attorney 
at-law, and John F. Judge (presi
dent of the LeRoy Colprovia 
Pavements Inc., 183 Main Street). 

On Sept i 3 r 1955, the City 
Council adopted Chapter 572 of 
the Municipal'Code wmen gave 
the Rehabilation Commission the 
authority to enforce codes. Code 

1575, briefly, -Is operational-
through three main courses of 
action. L Through petition to 
landlord or property owner to 
Improve property, or cause the 
commission to execute Improve-

i ments and assess costs -against 
property. - 2. _ Through official 
order to vacater^-^Fhroughofflc-l 

i ial order to demolish. (A petition 
pf violation may feeiHe4with-the-
Rehabilitatlon Commission by 
any enforcement official or by at 
least five residents of the Gity of 
Rochester charging that anyjj 
dwelling Is in violation of any 
dry ordinance and/or unfit for 

yhuman habitation)^ 

jOn September 45 , JS55-, fee 
^Commission oBtaih'^.'iFohii A. 
" ~mfej general manaiet of "the" 
I B&ehsftter Management In& on a 
Ttfatebajsls td4fti;^#%iserve as 
.fnei Exectftiv* DBSKtor of this 
body. Mr. Dale is not on tt* city 

Plumbing Specials! 

1 $t TIME EVER OFFERED 

AT THIS L O W PRICE 
SLIDINB DOOR 
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A. BURG ART, I nc 
2750 W. H«nd*tta Rd. 
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