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THESE FIRST WORDS of the dying Christ from the

By MONSIGNOR PATRICK J, FLYNN

| — “Father, forgiva them, for they know not
—. = what they are doing.” (Luke 23:34)

cross reveal the immeasurable love of His Sacred Heart.
What boundless charity 3s exposed in this prayer. Christ
has come into the world to save sinners—even His enemies,
even those now crucifying Him!

Centuries before the prophet
Isalas (53:12) foretold this
moment: “He hath borne the

" sins of many and prayed Xor

the transgressor” that is, for
those crucifying Him.

This dramatic scene on Cal-
vary — when Christ hargs
nailed to a cross and dying —
marks the

Forgive, Christ asks. also the
rank-and-flle — the mob which
this day has cried for
blood. These are only the mis-
led victims of their spritual
leaders.

Forgive, Christ prays, even
the chief priests and the lead-
ers who have conspired against
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Cathedral Alfar

Consecration Rites

Altar Consecration Explaiined (See Page 6)

The newly constructed altar in Sacred Heart Cathe&ral

His !

will be consecrated next Tuesday morning when Auxiliary
. Bishop ‘Lawrence B. Casey conducts the solemn rites perma-
‘nently dedicating the $70,000 marble structure to the service

of divine worship. ' .

A majestic bronze repousse
statue of the Sacred Heart, pa-
tron of the Cathedral and of the

Scheduled to begin at 9 am.

the consecration rite will be fol-
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Here before
the cro 8s
has corme

This article is the
first of a series

plot to rid the world of Chr-ist.

to all
divinity as the Son of Ged.
their hatred they have blinded

nals in Christ’s prayer for His

recognition of Christ's ’
In '

he Mass.
preside at the Mass Bishop Casey stated that the

This will be Bishop Kearney’s 3Sacred Heart statue will ot

oration program for the Cathe- . 4 place by April.

preachers in which he declared that Rome is “far
from being a city according to God’s desire” because
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presence. But today is dif fer-
ent. Today these co-conspirat ors
come to Calvary expecting to

ery out curses upon thelr
heads. Instead all they hear
from the cross and its Victlrm is

His enemies — the criminal ress of the new altar’'s construc -

thet don, states that comideratlon of

a prayer for thelr pardon rulers as well as the blind tion from-his sick bed wrhile NGW R“Ord the sacred ch‘l:uct“lor t}itl ‘eb
This Frk:ily ;J the blz:;kest rabble. cg;@udng at St. Mary's Hospi: nal City, the bishop's shf of

Friday in story — began t FEs 1 R ﬁn :

with Christ’s enemies demand- Here on the cross Christ m cne“laﬁon gl:thglxl?wiglnd”m:ln dmmt&: ‘.%tﬂ o

ing His death. “Crucify Him!

Christ's prayer for His enemies
does not apply to the cold.
blooded planners of His des.
truction.
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But the prayer of the dy1ng
Christ 1s intercession for all

lives His owmn gospel — the

devotion throughout
Diocese of Rochester.

Bishop Kearney personally se-

altar and the Sacred Heart statue
above it. He followed the prog-

Skilled craftsmen of Daprato

the entire

-lected-the-designrfan the. New. B

peze," in which the Italianm actress, Gina Iaﬂobriﬁda; is
featured,

‘' be .ween the Holy Sce and Italy

Subscription records will hit a pﬂgrlmuge!, the Italian gmm‘

Crucity Him!" they cried. And | gospel Hé had preashed to Studios of Chicago, church dec
in reply come those first words | others. “Love your enemles, do orators and architects, have spent rew all time high when final fig- ‘t‘l‘:':t lmpedg in g‘”uﬂé “f)m{g“!é
from the swollen lips of the | good to those, who hate you, four months assembling the spe-. ures are d following Febru- t X may” <o rry (]
Crucified: “Forgive them” and pray for those who perse cially designed new altar. tallie hatt character!®
cute and calumniate you. ary's Courier Journal circ on ASKING. *"OAN o ihlt
ot Funds for the new altar were campalgn, Eilmer Grapenstetter, s M“‘Y

doctrine Christ preached on the raised by Cathedral parishion. ,,,, Ve
HE AR THE DYING Christ | hillside of GaKlee. Now on the ers in a two hour drive Oct. 7, day. 2:: p%iﬁWIi i fx;‘j
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turns in prayer to His Father
in Heaven. Many times Clerist
had ‘told His followers to pray
with confldence to His Father,

Now in His own hour of t=rial,
Christ prays to His Eleznal
Father with filial trust. He msks
pardon for His enemies, His
persecutors. This is the prayer
of supreme charity

warming
t6 the wnre-

This same blunt
Jesus had given

and
into

rael has rejected Christ
His Father who sent Him
the world.

In the face of this supreme
injustice, this cruel rejection,
Christ does not turn His ®back
on the world. He does not re

(Matthew 5:44). This Is the

them.”

In this supreme charity of
the cross, the Church's first
martyr, St. Stephen will find
his inspiration. Bleeding =and
dying under a hall of stones,
Stephen will refiember Christ
and cry out: “Lord, do not lay
this sin against them.” (Acts
7:60).

volce to plemd mercy for the
eriminals of Calvary.

blame the tragedy of the cross
on ignorance and appeal to the
merciful Heart of Jesus.

Jerusalem, the deicide city,
will hear Peter say: “lI know
that you acted in ignorance, as
did your rulers” (Acts 3:17),

‘The new altar replaces an his-
toric white altar originally wsed
in old St. Patrick’'s Cathedral at
Plyymouth and Platt Streets in
downtown Rochester. The old
Cathedral was dismantled in 1937,

shown

Sacred Hemrt statue,
in sketeh, will highlight new
Cathedral =litar.

Heart sanctuary. The wrhite
marbie altar 18 now scheduled to
be moved to Corpus Christi’

Its altar was moved to the Sacred '

g e i i RS

Cuihedr;l’ s New Altar ... i maie maj

esty iy Sacred Heart sancluscy awalting sodenn consecration

rites €0 b conducted Tuesdsy, March 12, dedicating the 65 ton -

structsare for divine worship, Ked marble tmbls is capped by
bronze caropy sapported on white marblo piilars.

Two wwhite marble plllars sup-,
port the> bronnze canopy.

The r-erclos (bncfcdrop of the

tribute to the parlshloners of the
Cathedral who contributed the
funds neededd to construct the
new altar. He also extended his

attending

circulation manager, forecast to-

he stated.

Annuncistion parish, Rochester,
will adopt the “total family cov-
erage” plan of the Courjer Jomr-

according to Rev. Albert L. SI
monett, pastor. He anmounced|
this week that the dlocesan pa-|
per will be sent to 522 fanilies
his Norton Street.

such, {8 Rome’t presexat ‘condls -

=g — 22ea wnﬁmﬂﬁw&mm
"c J-To m"km e ernchers, ~*he cantortat

nal for the first time this yemr,|/rain- in-sonle-septoelizy Wine———
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A $2,000,000 expansion of the

" Sisters of Mercy Motherhouse

v

+ facllities on Blossom Road, Roch:

Construction plans also call for

the erection of a “Campus School”

'

| for elementary pupils. This schéol

will provide practice training for
Sister Novices enrolled in the

' Junior College.

THE SISTERS revealed their

ject even His enemies, tHhose | And Paul will tell the Corin
= who have rejected Him. | thians; "Had they (the Jews) Plans along with announcement
z . ) known it. they would never ©f their centenary celebration
= The outraged. innocent Viee | pove crycified the Lord of , marking 100 years of service in

R R
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tim of the cross. turns to His
Father and pleads that notdhing

Jesus asks forgiveness £rom
His Father for the chief plot
ters-of this 'day.

* * *

FORGIVE THEM - - Forgive
those crucifying Him, CErist
asks. Forgive the soldiers who
scouraged Him and nailed “Him
to the cross. Forgive the sol
diers who oénly act blindly in

Glory.” (I Cor. 7:60).

from the cross are a revelation
of the mystery of God's love
for men,

“Father, forgive them.” . ..

from the lips of the dying
Christ, we discover the secret
of Divine Love. Through Christ
the world discovers that God's
love can pardon the unpardon
able!

As we hear these words fall

i

|
I

. the Rochester Diocese.. .|

be held against His enermies, L | Ground breaking for the new
s His persecutors. Even as His : construction on June 9 will her-
blood flows from the cross The first words of Christ | )4 the diocesan celebration of

the arrival of the Sisters of
M- -~y in Rochester on June 9,
1857.

A Pontifical Mass on Jume.
15 at Old St Marys Chur¢h
where the Sisters were first
located, and a Pontifical Requ.
fem DMass on June 1 at the
Motherhouse for the deceased
Sisters will mark the religlons
celebyation.

side of the present Motherhouse
on Blossom Road, will entail
heavy financial burdens for the

Asssistance In fund raising
venturess for the new buildings,
thie Mo her General indicated, is

““We hope,” she explained, "to' ACCORDING TO plans, pre-
finance the undertaking through pared by archiitect Walter ™. Nu-
long terrn notes and from srnall, gent, a new fourstory building
private fund-raising efforts.

for the young stters and junior
college faci¥itls For & 3Jyear
course of teacher txraining:

and recreational faciiities for the’
young Sisters. Overcrowded con-

ditlons in t}ie Motherhouse re

will provide Novitiate quarters ! quire this expar}sion.

TIIE C&THERM MeAl
Junfor College also presently
csted in the Motherhouse; weillf

Facilities wlll be available for
a practice teaching program of}

the Novltwte Sisters 1{1 L %
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to prolong thelr beauty, At Bian- |
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