‘glyminum trailer, and the pastor

pu-i:h organization.

pisinei
nﬂant
“Shirdh
s has

) &wbud atill seeday

re nis and teachers hgve an urgent
Sensc of responsibility in youngsters, to
m‘g" coiitept of eonduct. ]

liance
; 9%&2}11:]1

mdrgﬁhit parishchurch day to day-

fensnty, pOOplc can drift through
ebnmt

pl'ai that ;
e

Y g"mvitm p:; hearing

, definitedy deterred- any steps towards suc
a3 “Genexal Motirs parish.’

5 taxd parctih however, is proof

The Church sdapEs itself to
"thei their rightful share of the eternal truths
M sbundant grace Chr-iit won for all men.

' . 1t Montrel's expexriment is a :uccm. we wonder will
m York Clty make = purnh - Or &

-

are khown fo - fo seek com-
kﬁﬁrhﬁd “gings.” Recent
liomemade weapons in

tera seem to sub-
ought as to their
: g? along” because the
Iaw.”

grams should “chal-
quality of decision ...
ey can know what they

has established a unique par-

A Rkoss,

l(ontrul Canada’s largest
thcir owh, -

min; Mass and other
v m " Coffee and

L]

roblem of impersonal
attend Sunday Mm
g the week. Living in

k’l skyscrapers or tenements

eir parish priest,

um’inl
The obvious conflict o
confession durln

ﬁogitxve the
wherever can find
‘ge needs of its membérs

Custis,
written that Bishop John Car
roll of Baltimore was “not only
an intimate acquaintance with
Washington”
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race

-

rellef - 6f General George

Washington kneeling in the

spnow at Valley Forge was based
~on fancy rather thap fact. His-
tqucal ‘debunkers insist that
our first President was neither
|- inwardly nor outwardly rellpd-
ous,

\{I‘homas Jeuerson cllled him
a-“deist,” that is a heliever in
a perscnal God but mnot in

Christjan revelation. Bishop
Willlam White, head of the

Episcopal Church in the United
States froth 1787 to 1832, testi-
fied that never to his knowl

taken Holy Communion in any
parish he served; although
Martha was a‘steady communi-’
cant, .

In Philadelphia, the Reverend
James Abegcrombie took Wash-
ington to task, publicly from
the pulpit, for setting a bad ex-
ample by walking out with
others when the Communion
service began, leaving Martha
behind, It was a church that
President Wasfiington never
again attended,

Yet, on the other hand, Wash-
ington openly showed deep In-
terest and sympathies for the
Catholic Faith that were most
unusual for a man in his post-
‘ton and in his time.

It was as though, through his
Catholic friends and associates
and the example of their plety,
he found a richer, closer ex-
perience of God in the Catholic’
Faith than in the .soclal and

_ aristocratic Anglican church of
\his native Virginia, with Its

fox-hunting rectors and gener

al air of easy devotional socl-

ability,
It would almost seem that

George Washington in his ma-
turity especially ‘sought out
Catholics, scarce ag they were,

pu'iahel" be O!W ‘:. his closest friends.

George Washington Parke
his adopted son, has

but that “he
stood very high In his esteem
and affection.”

~ for thei

ﬁ_,,.-, -

Immoral fathers.” The very= nien-
M‘ot Gid as Father hid: to be

‘Monsigenor
DeBlaxne
venly Father. Just

ents Changmg Mbods

as the
other” portrays thae love,
: ielfsncr!ﬁce of Moth-

'_i 'OFFICIAL__ MEWSPAPER OF THR

In Philadelphia, while he re-
sided there, among his intl-
mates were the author and
jouznalist, Matthew Carey,

. Themas FitzSimons, one of the

~framers “of the Constitution,
and George Meade, 2 devout
man R

His diary records that he at-
ténded St. Mary’'s Church In
Philadelphla with his two
friends, Meade and FitzSimons

snse it and are affetted by it.
No chill fmust ever think that
he could tarn his parénts against
sach :eth:xti. as no child should
ever owed to suspect
{ihat he could m- parents
ifainet his #chool teichers.

o setting hen, a nest of wasps,”
is tragic and fatal — not only for
the child, regardless of age, but
for the parents themselves, It is
A type of suicide for the parents, |
ind the child will love neither
parent. The tone of voice parents
use between themselves is a give-
sway. Termhs of endearment and
- hicknames &re further and true
gauges,

. Thers ar® some cases where
pmnu rightly merit the disre-
tpect of their children, but the
parenthood they represent must
be salvaged, ennobled.

'lL h e innumerable- nervous,

tonstantly meet in our schools
often reflect the insecurity and
Iack of atfection between par.
ents. Where parents have true
sffection the children maove on
$moothly, even in “this hectic
world, like & clock in & thunder
storm..
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§.1_For a_father to gacto_a child! teiby
tind complain, “Your mother is

frightened Yyoungsters that we
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.. The Egih;r cf Our Country hnd a_proven sympmhy for the

By DORAN
HURLEY

COURIERJOURNAL
Friday, February 22, 1957

| o
FATHER
SHEERIN. @

| "Wife’s Defense For Defense Secretary
W h » n_-Defense Secretary|protest was like a breath of

.

‘You Reach
A Point’

'Cqﬂmlic Church. So much so, that some even claim he died a

Catholic. Some of l’hesa traditions about. our first president —
how he cherished o picture of the Blessed Virgin and how a

Jesuit priest was called to his deufhb«.{ at_Mount Vernon—
* are recalled by Deran Hurley in this article from INFORMA-
.TION, publlcnﬂon of the Paullst Fathers.

GEORGE WASHINGTON .

Prayer at Valley-Forge—

ginla, George Washington, as
his diary records, Kept up an

Mount Vernon s strange and
interesting tradition~xbout the

safety of the Church but even
the very stabllity of the coun-
try. .

TRADI'I'ION DOES have it

that shortly after Washington's
death Father Neale did send a
heavily sealed packet to Rome,
the supposition being that it
was his account of the hours
he passed at Mount Vernon on
the December night of 1799;
and presumably asking fér ad-
vice and counsel. .

Whether it was sent directly
to the Vatican or to some form-
er superior of the Society of
Jesus is not sid.

If to the former it is possible,
if not probable, that Father
Neale’s letter might still turn
up in the Vatican archives; if
to the latter it would unques-
tionably be lost in the exigen-

cles of the Jesuits’ hidden
years.
Martha Washington would

have her own social reasons
for keeping slence as would
Tobias lLear, Washington's sec-
retary, at her distressed in-
stance.

Yet it Is odd and may be sig-
nificant that Lear does report
that Washington oddly insisted
to him that his body not be
placed in the vault “until three
days after 1 am dead.,” a re-
quest more Catholic than Pro-
testant.

And the contents have never
been knowm of the one of two
wills, or lmst testaments, that
Martha szid her husband told
her to burm.

It &3 odd also that is was long
reported that the Negro slaves
at Mount Vernon and on the
neighboring  plantations heid
to the samme tradition as the
Jesuits that Wu.hlngton died a
Cathdlic, ’

It is accepted that plantation
slaves many times had deeper
and more uncanny knowledge

- —of things bekw the known sur-

face than their less spiritually-
minded masters.

It ia to be presumed also that

he had publicly gone to Mass
before. And in his day it was
not as politic a thing to do as
for later Chiel Executives,
many of whom indeed kept
themselves very aloof from any
semblance of Cathollc sympa-
thies. More than that, he con-

testified, of making the Sign
of the Cross before he ate. A
simple act but never a casual
one for a man like Washington
in a day when the symbolism
of blessing oneself would be
looked upon with hate and hor-
ror as dire papistical mum-

scross the Plscatawney River™

four hours before Washington’s
death and that he spént the
Iast four hours at his bedside.

The supposition in the story
was that Washington died a

then, to St. Augu:tines Church
in Philadelphla and there sre
instances of his benefactions
to other Catholic causes.

And we know that he forbade
strictly the celebration of
“Pope’s Day,” with its burning
of an effigy of the Supreme
Pontiff, while the Continental
Army was at Valley Forge.

It was a very unpopular
thing to do when starving and
frozen and discouraged men
were eager for any excitement
to take their minds from their
troubles.

"Somme histoflans have written

THery.

Yet one may hardly gainsay
the word of an honest and
humble slave, close and devoted
to his master, to whom such an
act in the ordindry round
would be deeply alien and who
would be hesitant about reveal-
ing it. For it was, of course,
a private act when the general
dined alone —or perhaps with
Moylan or Fitzgerald.

I T WOULD BE as equally in-
terefting to know who gave
George Washington the paint-
ing of the Immaculate Concep-
tion of Qur Lady that he placed

gave him the Ilast rites of the
Church.

In recent years such stories
have circulated, of wishful
plous Catholic thinking, about
the last hours of King George
V and King Edward V1I; and
even, more oddly, about Queen
Victoria, with much less cause
certainly than in the instance
of her son Edward. But the
story about Washington is
more unusual even though it
has no basis in known fact.

It would at once be objected
that a zealous priest would
have placed upon record his

most intitnate secret happen-
ings on one plantation were
quickly known on another.

And |t should be emphasized
that these were not Catholic
Negroes; for it is part of the

tradition that there was weep- |
Cathollcand thas-Fathep-Neale— A0g-and wailing_in.the quarters_|

that Massa Washington had
been snared by the Scarlet
Woman of Rome of whom they
had bteenn taught fear and
hatred.

The two linking traditions
were deba ted seriously in Cath-
olic historical reviews at the
turn of this’ century.

The verdict
among historlographers was
the old Scots wverdict, “Not
Proven"—that is, impossible of
proof one way or another with-
out docurmenlation of some

kind. And so the matter rests. '

It is not important t6 us as

This stern prohibition away as
a mere gesture-6f good will to
hls French &lles; but the
French were not at
Forge in sufficient strength
for Washington to favor them
and possibly allenate his own
countrymen.

It would seem more Iikely

" that- e Kl CoiE o iliAre e

respect for the Holy Father of
his two closest associates.

‘For it s note-worthy that,
successlively, for the extremely
confidential, closely intimate
post of aide and private secre-
tary during the most perilous
of the war years Jie chose two
Catholics, Colon#l Stephen
Moylan and Colonel John Fitz-
gerald, with the deepest confi-
dence in their integrity and at-
tachment to him.

_Colonel Moylan was of a
deeply religious: family. His
brother was the then Catholic
Bishop of Cork, Ir¢land, and
his sister, prioress of a con-

., vent there.

With Colonel Fitzgerald, who
had been & lifglong neighbor

" and ompanion as a Burgess of

Valley

over the head aof his bhed and

held as one of his most' cher-
hed treasures,

He counted it among his per-
sonal effects rather than as an
article of furnishing or house-
hold decoration, for it traveiled
with him from Mount Vernon
and we hear of it in place

Aabgve his bed in the house he . _ington's- death—the-Society —of -
Jesus had been esuppressed for

took temporarily in Philadel-
Pphia.

Surely it came from one of
his close Irish friends; tor as
early as 1650 at Loughrea Our
Lady in her Imaculate Concep-
tion was proclaimed patroness
of Ireland as later, in 1847, un-
der the same title the ‘Blessed
Virgin was made patroness of
the United. States,

Cnuld Colonél Moylan's,
brother the Bishop or his sis-
ter, the Lady Prioress, have,
sent it to him and he in turne
given it to his friend, who per-
haps _had .admired it; and
whom he knew had a deep in-
ner reverence for the :‘Mother
of God? , ,-

Whatwmmﬁeenwrmen

lm hmorlcal tﬂuhﬁon. bhut |
_ 3 et blind prejudice that would
the town of Alexandria, Vir— iito Maryland mﬁ! e mear wot enly have threatened the

’&2 ! t

account of such a distinguished
conversion, if conversion it
was,

It should be remembered,

- however, with at all making

it a matter of special plead-
ing, that at the time of Wash-

twenty-six years.

Little groups of former Jes-
uits, as in Maryland, continued
their work as devoted priests
but there was no central au-
thority to which they could re-
fer their especial problerns.

It Bishop John Carroll, him-
self a former Jesuit, were con-
~sultéd it may well have been
{of momentous concern to him
whether in a frail new nation
of many latent bigotries it
would be the befter part of

wisdom to reveal a deathbed -

conversion of a great. national
hero and idol.

< An injudicious announcement
might have caused*an uprosr

|

Catholics — whether _or. . .nat
George Washington died in the
body of the Church.

We may, however, feel a
certain religious pride of pa-
triotism that in the moral in-
tegrity of his life and in his
known sympathy toward the
.Catholic Faith he died in the
~soul—of the-Chureh, - - -

And since we know he espe-
cially honored her, surely Our
Blessed Mother, patroness in
her Immaculate Conception of
these United States that he so
greaily helped establish, has
been as pleased to honor the
Father of Our Country.

Time's Up

@ A studemt telephone operator
got her first all from a coin-
box custormer, Though nervous
over belng on her own for the
first time, she yaade the con-
nection pexfectly.

But wheén it came tinie ‘to
notify thé aller, “Your-three
minutes dre up%* signal .when
throngh pléin’” ghetroze up,
unatife {e reall the formula.

She m foxind Ker voice
with a rate, digmal croak:
“Sir, yout ‘time Jaks'come.”

b

Téunwige.” Whereupon Mrs. Wil-

Nt

at that time |

“Charlie” Wilson abused the Na-|fresh al ne 8 |

fresh air In’ the murky atmos.
Hional’ Guard recently, President|phere of official circles where
Fisenhower termed his remarks |people are accustomed 1o talking

with tongue in cheek.

son sprang to
her husband’s
defense. S h e
{elt that the
President
should have
supported his.
Defense Secre-
tary against
the barrage of
criticism he re-
5 ceived.

“I've

In running a government a
certain amount of double-taik,
subterfuge and gobbledygook
is inevitable. Not always can
you tell everybody what you
| are doing. Even Woodrow Wil.
son didn’t entirely accept his
doctrine of “open covenants
openly arrived at.”

When bargains have to Iy
made and compromises -arrai.p
‘ed, you can't wait till the last
hLuﬁbllly in Mazzula County hag
given his approval. There .ie
some people who think that sim.
ple honesty wil soive all the
.problems 1n Washington. These

Father
Sheerin
back and listened to criticism
until ’'m tired of it,” Mrs. Wil-

stood

son said. ‘“I've been very care-
ful not to make any criticlsm
of any kind. But you reach a

point sometimes — and this problems are too complex f,
was it.” “that. The men in governmer.
' have to be shrewd in theli nepo.

Apparently, the President was (j,y,0ns. el neRy

not disturbed. He flew South
with Mr. and Mrs., Wilson short-.
ly after the incident.

I CONFESS that | sympathlze
with Mrs. Wilson. She was proby
ably fed up with the sham of
| Washington bureducracy. A s
James Reston said in his New
York Times column about Cabi-
net wives: “The pity is that they’

THERE 1S a danger howeve
.that the tactful, elever diplomat
ior congressman will develop a
,casual attitude to truth. If he
continually plays with the fact.
'his conscience gets rusty. \gt
only is there danger for his own
soul's sake but there is real da.
| ger for the country. If the otf.

p jcial loses a clear sense of what
jdon’t speak up more often.” Cer- ls true and what is untrue, then

tainly it was a rellef to read a' -he can Jead the nation down {he
jnews item about a wife defend- lroad of trouble.

|ing her husband. Usually the
'papers tell about a wife defam-  Perhaps,
/ing ther husband in a divorce hower said., “Charlie”
L suit. remarks about the Natior.al
"Guard were '‘unwise.” Perhaps
Mrs. Wilson's defense of her
husband was a violation of off.
‘cial proprieties. Yet it is good 10
"know that there are people 1n

as President Eisen-

Wilsor. s

! Some congressmen claimed
I'this outburst was “lese majeste”
an insult to our President, a.
peril to our international policy.

{Have they lost their sense °f'Washlngton who will speak bold
proportion and thelr sense of |y “4n4 bluntly what is on their
humor as well? If this were |,

Saudi Arabja and each Cabinet]

officer had 50 wives, the pros-; Besides, eur funny bone s
pect of so. much female furyitouched when we see a woman
would be frightening. But this standing up to the Commander-
was Jjust one little woman ex: t-lnChlef of the mightiest nation

pressing her loyalty to her in the w o r 1 d and telling

spouse, |what she honestly thmks As the
Book of Pr 'S ,

Perhaps her husband was' oo o overbs says: “"Who

shall find a valiant woman Far
somewhat too picturesque in his
language. Perhaps Mrs. Wilson|8nd from the uttermost coasts is
violated the amenities of official|the price of her. The heart of
Washington. Yet her indignantiher husband trusteth in her.”

Joseph Breig
‘All Doors Are Open’

“In this country, everything is he owns his own home and an
possible because of freedom.”  8uto, and has bought a roof.

The manificent statement was [R& flm. -
made by a Uk-|
rainian immi.
grant, Makar
Chlestik

Another former slave laborer,
Vasily Fremont «bbhrn \Vasily
Efremoff in White Russia' con-

3 firmed Chlestik's s .
: i1 N on May 27, 1787. Nor would intimate social and business Iast dying hours of George the boat allegedly sent across Seven years m estiics siatements ..
me Y 3 4 Er t ren gltlrle lglt; that in this par- ;’::;‘:5’“9 throughout  the W_ulilngton. the Piscatawney for Father ago. he \ivas a W'h:’(lherAa person ge;& ahead
_ s ) cular Insiance there was any Eider Jesuits in the Mary- Neale was minned by Negro slave labor or notin America, sald Fremont,
e T ' _mﬁeizmww& It may have been rroE either land Province handed down = oarsmlr,"mmften*tﬂi;ed— cr To:y-H it 22?521%1%%%3% mot the
Iﬁ. ﬂl. Of ‘th‘ 1Cnthollo institutions of ﬁlii coufitry for ’ - . Stephen Moylan or John Fitz- ¢ Fath d freely when ilaves were by, :
, story that Father Leona confidently lgnoring their pres- is a successful,
g@r , & hewly appointed chaplain was warned to| o gerald that Washington adopt- .\ callad to Mount Ver : 150 tated small . busi.] My advice would be to
the title “father” "go many of the girls are hdre,” he| ' OR WASHINGTON was no  ed the custom. to which Juba, WS ence. But  slves e work hard, learn English and
- Ulle father, “Y a non from 8t Mary's Mission freely-to thelr fellows. The | - nessman .
fold, “because oi thefx owm stranger to Catholic services; his Negro body servant, has rom OBt Y's | Brelg in Portland, Or Use one's head. Then, after a

year or two, a person can look
around and decide what he
wants to do on a longer-term
basis.”

Fremont, like Chlestik. was

International N ¢ w 8 Service .
asked Chlestik whether he could
offer some encouraging advice
to Hungarian refugees settling.
Jn the U.S. (Or in Canada, for|

|that matter.) He réulied; uncénsciously eloguent. Censider

the  simple splendor of his next
“In this eountry, everythlng
4% BORSIBIS b 6 6R U & & 1rstst=emem--to(hewfvmr Ct

freedom.” “The doors are open aH

I would like to see his words, “round you in America be-
flung by searchlights into the| Armer of freedom here. In
skles above our Atlantic and America any person can make
Pacific shores. In one unconsci-' It, if he is willing.
ously eloquent sentence. they. ‘~The doors are open all around
condense something that makeslyou in America.” Not that Amer-
ithe New World a beacon for all jcans or Canadians never suffer
‘mankind.

‘reverses; not that they do not
NOT LONG before reading gave heartaches sett?'encks and
'the Chles’dk interview. 1 had iscouragemnents. But “the doors

are open all around you.” That

‘heard' about a Hungarian free-
jdom fighter's first impressions of
' America. are happy even when things go
i wror.g. That is why nobody Tuns
i In Hungary, he had worked in.away from the New World. as
an auto-body repair shop. He millions flee from the commu
‘thought that in the-U.S. he would *nist worid.
need a new trade. Why? Because In th -
Ihe supposed that those wealthy d n e communist world, all
| Americans never repaired their oors are closed — and people
|autos i a fender was smashed batter them down to get out. In
in an accident, the owner simply 'the New World. all doors are
threw the machine away and'°Pen — and people flow in, in
bought a new one. _Breat streams, never to depart.
The Hungarian was amazed to'|
see dozens of auto-body shops in
the _city. where he settled. -But-
he was downright dumbfounded’
by what he discovered when he
took a job in one.

Daily Mass
Calendar T

|

His voice stricken with awe, iSUnday, February 24 — Sexs
he gave his mother the . gesima Sunday (purple),
astounding tidings that Amer- Creed, Trinity Preface.

lcans are hard workers. In- |Monda
y ; ¥, February 25-St. Mat-
:lneed. in nungnrs;l. mﬂ com- | ghias apostle . (red). Gloria,
Iy worl?:; s;:rr?l' ch;n ":1:6& Creed, Preface of Apostles.
! er" | Tuesday, February 26 - Mass

ican d because
s do simply they as Sunday except no Creed,

choose! to. Common Preface; VR.

Which brings us back to Chle-| Wednesday, February 27 — St
stik. “If the Hungarian refugees| Gabriel of the Sorrowful Moth-
Wiclll‘ \:(:,I‘k ?hard. use th;zir hhqadds er, confessor (white) Gloria.
and?® save, they can get ahead,” Mass
he told a reporter. “Many for- Thal;r iflsgfs.d:‘;ly-‘}x;"ry 8 -
mer displaced persons own their'py o "po ’M M
own stores and other businesses| o Tues?iy . %rCh ! M. af:
now, and the Hungarlans can do| 1,50y ofa%ur Lord’s ;s;scred

the same.” g
Chies | Heart permitted; VR.
tik himself is living evi- | First Saturday, March 2—Satur-
dence. After- his liberatlon | day Mass of our Lady, Gldria,
from naxl siave labor, he csme | 2nd prayer for thé Pope, Pre-
fo America penniless, Today, tace of the Blessed Virgin.

?

-

T T R R R T L R,

is why people in the New World"
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