otGol.Vulenﬂne, a priest,
mﬂﬂ His feast is Web, 14.
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akms,” sald one, “all you could
mr wu slap, slap, dlick.”
CAWith us it was slap, slap,

FEdingle” said the other.

““4Jingle? What was that?”

“Qur medals.”
: [] » .
Shine For Sinners

@ One evening while “hearing™
ours first - grader’s. religion
homework, I came to the ques-
tion: “Which are the chlef
sources ‘of sin?” Clearly and

;Hz 2

qudness Sake

e American
and small

T arm ‘ year-e ghit thousand weekly papers in the
; VS, hit'm peak.: cim;hh;ﬁ of over 18 million subscribers.
: ,.Addod;ajh:htotddrthc 4 milllon circulation of Cath-
T eekly newspapers.

~Editors of: the' metropolitan daﬂxes necessarily concen-
ﬁ on major warld news avents - leaving to weeklies the
of intarpreting: these-events-at the local level,

Catholics eapecially need their own indep; pendent press
:- fq clu-llf the Christian atﬁtude in"our rapidly developing .

";-».w—h*

01’ the iutelt zrowing aegmemta of |
‘the week = gapecially in- suburhs

- ..‘w« et

xmly aware of thé power of the press, Pope Pius XII
v Ofk-SVeD-oocasions. last-year s - his personal convic-
tion that journalists hold the key to pubhc opinion. He ad-
o J,nithd that dead-lines and pressure to ‘“beat” rival
= odr“ In tgu lishing fast ruking news stories challenge

¢ pmdoeeucu never, faced.
| .omxpﬁfl. m«%wgwe said;

Journalists must hava
"' Catholie. oditon,: the Pope said, are the watchdogs-and
sentinely of this truth — eapecialiy ax it affects Christians’
;in theiumﬁ&u@ﬁuu ‘and as parents. -

events. doﬁnitehr affect the Ghurch in its God-

ven apel_tohté for souls. Through their own speciaily pub-
thed papers, Catholica ¢an keep alert to the impact of
wm d news- it !ﬁ\pc or-finders the Churcli’s work. It is
ﬁh alone thiatithe doctrinal,

tions, of ",Popt md Bishop can

Cead
k] n_.wi

ibility to be “good |
, Cathy \ per one of the

' rld- & better
world in'mxkinr lheii' home a more Catholic home.

- Pethaps humorously, but atill very accurately, the
«  American Catholic journalists have taken as their motto
for February'’s Catholic ] u Month — “For GOODness

» sake, read your Catholie™p

‘“4n.-

tod!y are pluying ' vita! rolc in every

coyetousness, lust, anger, blut-
tony——"

“You mean ‘gluttony,’” I cut
in. “You have done a fine job
of memorizing your catechism,
but are you suré you Know
what all those big words
mean? Let's take ‘pride,’ for
instance, Do you know what
that is?”

“Sure,” he answered without
‘a moment’s -hesitation, *"That's
the stuff you rub on the furni-
“ture to make it shine!”

] . L]

@® My son, just turned four
years old, after comiry home-
from his first day at nursery
—school-was telling me all about
the exciting day he’d had.
“And in the afterncon, did
you get & little snack?”’ I asked
him.

“Oh, no, mommie,” he sald
seriously. ‘I didn't even get a
scolding!'"

[ J L]

L ]
Who'’s Feroclous
® The small college was losing
the blg game, and the football
coach, in desperation, glanced
wildly down the bench in search
of a substitute who might turn
defeat into victory. “All right,
Jones,” he yelled at one sturdy
fellow, “go in- there and get
ferocious.
“Sure, coach,” replied the In-
trepild young man. “But 1
don't think I know him. What's
his number?"

‘e

N’o&h Wrom 'Ndhh’

® The bright m looked long
and theughtiully st ths second
-examiration question, - which--

confidently--herepled—Pride; |

ORE BOOKS Have been
written about Abraham

| Lincoln than any: other Amerl-

‘we presefted—can.-It would seem that all

that can -be known of Lincoln
has already been written, but
that i1s not true. Historians
have not applied much atten-
tion to the ciose connection be-
tween Lincoln and Catholic
nuns.

o
Lincoln had the highest re

deep sense of gratitude for the
tremendous service they ren-
dered the nation during Iifs

War. They went by the hun.
dreds into hastily constructed
military hospitals to serve as
Army nurses. ’

Many religious congregations
transformed their schools into
hospitals for the sick and the
wounded of both sides. Nursing
nuns staffed many of the “float-
ing hospitals,”—ships and rafts
plying inland waters—going as
close as possible to the battle-
flelds to evacuate the wounded.

There was no trained Army
nurses’ corps or Red Cross
nursing unit ready for action
in the middle 1800s, When Linc-
oln issued a call for volunteer
- nurses nearly every Sisterhood
in the United States answered.

President Lincoln was well
aware of the glorious work
which they did. He wrote in his
diary these passages which
found their way into The Recol-
lections of Abraham Lincoin:

“0f all forms of charity and
benevolence seen In the crowd-
ed wards in the hospitals, those
of some Catholic Sisters were
among the most efficlent. I
never knew whence they came
or what was the name of thelr
Order.

“More lovely than anything I
had ever seen in art, so long
devoded 60 illustrations of love,
mercy and charity, are the plo-
fures that remwmin of these
modest Bisters, going on thelr
aramds of mercy among the
taffering md the dying.

“Genile and womanly, yet

read: “State thesnumber of tons
of coal shipped out of the
United States in any given
year.” )
* Then his brow cleared and he
wrote: ‘“1492—none.”

Vodka D plomacy

We might move much faster
toward solving world problems
i statesmen would mske an
agreement, all
around,. to stop
mixing 4&-

plomacy with|”
BN 2o nvivial.
. h “ity dnd Nattery.

: T h& vexing
2‘) quutlon of a

Irks U S

?658
"been handled as a pure business
proposition, with no overtones of
sociability,

o "The trouble is that diplomats,
S with thelr cocktail parties and
. vodka banguets, have got them.

It should have

selves into a sifuation in which
it is impossible to be simply
business-llke In Internatiohal
. % detlinga. '
ol ) .lfyonandl.unelghhon,
got into an Irreconcilable dis-
~ Duite, we can go to o Iawyer's
office or a judge’s anteroom, |
sif dowm, and try to arrive at
an understmdlng. or at lemst &

The State Department has
invelved us all i & highly em-
barrassing mixup; snd no mat-
ter which way we now turn, it
may well prove to be the
WErong way.

It was an error, I think, for
Secretary Dulles to send up an
unheralded - trial balloon- about
inviting Tito to America. My im-
ik pression is that Tito & a man
p fashionlof considerable pride. Secretary
dori’t (to Dulles must have foreseen that
) eye 16 eye, there would be violent objections
Ve got -to live in the which Tito would not find pala-
We fry to arrive mt{table. Why, then, did he not'
ieHeal, unsentd.
dolng S0,

We doi’t have to pretend
that we Hke each other. We
do::i t!:;tlmn';g 'Y bot:‘l‘e slong. We

each:other to caviar.
’ Wndon: ’ va

avoid creating an occasion for|
them?

IF HE HAD good reasons for
wanting Tito to visit America, he
could have prepared the people
by stating the gessons in as mich
- ;detaﬂ as possible, He could also’
hiave forestadled -much unpleas-

iho | that thexerwnuld be -0 li
ch|of the wisitor, © flonizing

“mlsi meh di?
‘of Cofurhbus and the
Lufon have stated
,,km oL Tito in the
have many in.
f Is, includitig
1 aiit. representatives

cannot, 4 that much good

ant reactiosn by making clear| 1

Publw

way of improving intemational
relations. ~

It seems to me that one of the
basic troubles is that when a
iproposal is made to invite any
 head of state to the US., every-

;body instantly envisiqhs a hpyo- |

.critical argy of fake goodfellow-
- ship. ~ .

' We know that the visitor will
be wined and dined, paraded,
fawned upon and toasted. There
are any- number of people we
don't feel llke welcoming In
that. manner. Tito is one of
them, Therefore we raise the

? . 700! when the suggestion is

made that he be lnvmd.

I doubt that there would be
any such violent reaction if it
i were understood that Tito would
‘merely come to America for
busihess.like talks and for a
quiet look around, without any
. sickening adulation and exchang-
ing of two-faced toasts.

The State Department says’
that a Tito visit to the US. woild§

ganizationsas serve both the cause of world}

peace and the best interests-olf
-America, Nohody wants to inter-§
fere with such  laudabie erids.§
What we profoundly resent is the

accompanying hoopla snd hoop-}

de-do over a communiat dictator
whose ideéas and pust record w

cordm.[inbhor.‘ -

-
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with the courage of soldiers
leading & forlorm hope, to sus-
tain them in contact with such
horrors. As they went from cot
to cot distribating the medicines
prescribed, administering the
cooling, refrishing, strengthen-
ing draughts as directed, they
wers veritable Angels of Mercy.

“Thelr words were suited to
every sufferer. One they In-
cited or encouraged, another
they calmed and soothed. With
every soldier they convsersed
sbout his home, his wife, his
children, all the loved ones he
was soon to see again if he
was obedient and patient.

“How many times have 1
scen them exorcise pain by
thelr presence, by their worda!
How often has the hot forehead
of the soldler gréwn cool as
one of these Sisters bathed ft!
How often has he been refresh-
ol, encouraged and assisted
slong the road to convalescence
when he would otherwise have
fallen by the way, by some
Home memories with which
these unpald nurses fifled the
heart. .. .”

N THESE passages Lincoln

called attention to two perti-
nent facts: the nun-nurses
worked without pay — of con-
siderable help to a slender
treasury taxed by a divided na-
tion at war; and the number of
deaths would have been con-
siderably heavier had there
been no nun-nurses to réscue
the wounded and save their
lives by tender and efficient
care.

tween Lincoln and the nuns is
found in Kentucky where Linc-
oln was born and where a na-
tive Sisterhood was formed
whose members played dra-
matic roles as war nurses dur-
ing the war between the states.

‘Foday log cabin shrines mark
two historic places in Ken-
tucky; one at Hodgenville
where Lincoln was born, the
other at Nazareth where in
1812 Bishop Flaget founded the
Sisters of Charity of Nazareth.

The roar of the Civil War’s
first shot had scarcely died
away when the services of the
nuns of Nazareth were offered
to the President. Among the
historical treasures stored in
. “the mrchives of the congrega-
tion . Is & document which
reads, tt'e'léet no tgepredaﬁons be
parmri~ o the property or
theapossessions_of the Sisters
- of Charity of Nazareth Acade-
. Ny neir Bardstown, Kentucky. |
F- ... (signed} Abraham Lincoln.”

This directive was sent to
Union forces in the area, The
. President <was aware of the.
" parilous pouition 61 thc nuns in

W\
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L .- Y .-
O A R R,

gard for Catholic nuns and a-

The earliest connection be-

- The blrlhduy of fhc Great Emancipator on l-'ebrucry 12 recalls
President Lincoin’s deep regnrd for Catholic Nuns and his grati-
tude for their selfless devotion in nursing wounded soldiers dur-
ing-the-Civil-War: In- this article xeprinted from INFORMATION,
- national mdﬁaxix_xe published by the Paulist Fathers, writer Ann_
Tansey tells the im;ircssivq story of ‘‘lincoln and the Nuns.”

)
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i ABRAHAM LINCOLN
“More lovely than anything | have ever seen inart . . .
are the pictures . . . of 'heso modest Sisters, going on
their errands of mercy among the suffering and dying.”
—Lincoln's Diary.

often, their arms always laden
with delicacles for the sick.

a border state where emotions
ran dangerously high and even
tamilies were divided. No com-
mand was more appreciated by
the nuns. On his part Lincoln
was grateful for the way the
nuns served the nation by nurs-
ing the sick and wounded of
both sides,

_Lincoln was not a man to

Lincoln never neglected any
of the hospitals. He visited
them all. The chronicles of the
Sisters of Mercy, who staffed
the long row of frame build.
ings known as Stanton Hos-
pital in the capital, tell of eve-
nings when, with the war at its

i
'
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ment. ... (signed) Abraham
Lincoln.”

When the Sisters of Mercy
who staffed Doiglas Hospital
found themselves in in a similar
plight, Sister Bernardine Keef-
er appeale@ to Army authori-
ties for supplies but was curtly
refused.

“Ig this your final decislon?”
she asked the officer.

“It is,” was the uncomprem-
ising reply.

“Then I shall see the Presi-
dent,” the nun answered.

Within an hour Sister Ber-
nardine and a nun companion
were ushered into the Presi-
‘dent's office where they unbur-
dened theiy problems. They
also received an open &

When the Sisters returned to
the hospital with their precious
document the boys in the
wards gave a rousing cheer for
President Lincoln.

“One cheer more,” urged a
lad from Dixie, who sat in a

».v,":
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to the days of the campaign in
Kentucky and to the appalling
scene in Memphis where the
Sisters of St. Dominic¢ had mun.
istered to the wounded and dy.
ing soldiers of his cornmand.”

“‘I1f I had my Sisters of St.

f - £ L3
—wheel—chalr;—One—for our—3is

ter-Nurses at the Douglas.”
The cheer was given with great
enthusiasm. Before the day
ended needed supplies were de.
livered to the hespital kitchen.

HE GENERALS who served
T under Lincoln shared the
high regard the President had

for the nuns., When Sister
Mary Joseph Kent and Sister
Mary Regina Larkin called on
Geperal Sherman in Columbia,
'S. C., after he had captured the
city, Sherman assured them ho
* harm would betall their school
or orphanage, and they would
have his full protection. '

As proof of his good will
General Sherman, with his
staff, visited the orphanage the
next day. The children were
asked to sing a song for him.
They sang one very politely
and then, with a burst of
Southern spirit, broke forth
into the strains of *“To the Bon-
rie Blue Flag.”

When General Sherman
marched through Kentucky he
was entertained by the Domini-
can Nuns at St. Catherings
convent, the Motherhouse of
the Dominican Sisters In the
United States.

These Sisters served heroi
ally at the terrible battle of
Perryville where Generals
Bragg and Buell crossed their
swords.

Thelr conventschool was
transformed into a hospital for
the wounded. They also served

worst, a tall, slender man, with
drooping shoulders silhouetted
against the crimson sunset,

* came to comfort the sick and
suffering.

deny succor to an enemy and
he knew the nuns were dedi-
cated to God. He did not con-
aider’ It treason, as some Ssub-
ordinate officers did, when the

Sisters left Nazareth to nurse
wounded Confederates in Lex-
ington. This incldent occurred
one September evening in 1862
when twelve Confederate sol-
diers arrived at Nazareth and
asked for Sister-nurses.

Lincoln encouraged the nuns

in their work and went from

,ward to ward telling droll

stories to both Union and Con-
federate soldiers.

Many times after these visits,

with the President’s drawn face
haunting her thoughts, Mother
Rose Hostetter, superior of the
Stanton nuns, asked her Sisters
to pray for the {llustrious visl-
tor on whose shoulders the
woes of the nation pressed so
heavily.

L1 OF the Sister-Nurses of
the Civil War, no matter
where stationed, knew they
had a sincere friend in Lincoln.
They knew he would never fall
them-—and he never did.

When the Sisters of Mercy fh
Chicago found their supplies
running dangerously low and
officlal red tape hampering
their efforts to obtain the food
needed so desperately for the
wounded soldiers under their
care, they appealed directly to
the President.

As a result they received an
open letter “To Whom It May
Concern: On application of the
Sisters of Mercy of Chicago,
furnish such provisjon as they
desire to purchase and c¢harge
the same to the War Depart-

“We will do what we can for
you,” Mother Columba Carroll
promised.

“How many Sisters can you
spare?” the Southerners asked.

“We can send six now and
more later,”. was the comfort-
ing reply.

The faces of the men bright-
ened as thefr leader asked,

“Flow soon will they be ready
to leave?”

“As soon as you are.”

‘The soldlers decided it would
be safer to walit until morning.

After attending Mass, receiv-
ing Holy Comfnunion and be
ing reinforced with a substan-
tial breakfast, the small band
set forth on its journey,

It was a strange cavalcade
which wound through the gold
&nd crimson . wooutand, — six
nuns®n horseback, guarded by
twelve uniformed soldiers, and
traveling under a flag of truce.

INCOLN AND the Sisters

of Charity of Emmitsburg,
Maryland, had common inter
ests at Gettysburg where 140,-
000 men erigaged in a three-day
battle of terrible consequence.
Union soldiers killed there
numbered 2,834; 14,492 were
wounded. The Confederate toll
was 5500 killed and 25,500
_wourided.

One hundred and thirteen
emergency hospitals were es-
tablished hastily at Emmits-
burg. Every public building,
churches, schools, chapels and
many private homes were turn-
ed into hogpitals.

‘The Sisters of Charity were
found everywhere, nursing the
wounded. They did not.even
wait for the wounded to be
brought to' Emmitsburg, but |
walked the 10 miles to the -
battlefield to give first aid, us.
ing their own garments for
bandages

The Sisters of Charity ot.
Emmitsburg were asked to
staff the military hogpital — '
named for Lincoly in Was?in ‘ 3
ton, D. C. The President bnd

his wife -visited the hospitd

# . sr
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a§~ ATmny nurses In Memphis
where fhey had become ac-
quainted with Generals Sher
man and Grant.

Later six nuns from St. Cath-
erine's, all of them war-nurses,
were sent to Jacksonville, NL,
to establish a new foundation
and open a school. Two of
them had a most unusual
honor bestowed on them in be-
half of Lincoln in 1874 when a
grateful people erected a na-
tional monument to the Mar
tvred Chief at’ his place of
burial in Springfleld, Il

Prdsident Grant was to be
present at the unveiling. He
had placed General Sherman in
charge of all arrangements. As
both men had been very close
to Lincoln during the closing
days of the war and knew how
highly he had esteemed the
Catholic nuns, it was decided
that a Catholic nun should
have the honor of unvefling
the memorial

Because of his own high e
gard for the Dominicans, Gen-
eral Sherman visited a convent
in Springfleld and requested
one of the nuns to do the un-
velling. It was a stunning pro-
posal but the nuns had to re
fuse as they were cloistered
and could not appear in public.

“There was rea] consterna-
tion manifested at this an-
nouncement,” the Chicago Trib-
une reported on" October 16,
.1874. “But General Sherman; as
in thes_ sar, was equal to the oe¢-

casion. His memory went back

This photo of on palnﬂng 1&'St. Mary’s Hospital, Rochester, dipiots
nurks” tols which won the l«inlrsﬂogg ot Qgeczv'.g War Presidont
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Dominic near e, they would
rot disappoint me,” " he de-
clared. |

“His remark was overheard
by Father P. J. Mackeh, who
said, ‘I h#ve Sisters of St
Dominie teaching in my school
at Jacksonville. I am sure they
would come with the permis.
sion of the Rt Rev. Bishop
Baltes’

“ 'Wherever the Bishop s/
Sherman said, ‘We'll get his
permission.” And he &id.”

T 6 AM. on October 15th,

the date of the unveiling,
the Sisters of St Patricks
School were at devotions in the
chapel when Father P. M,
Burke arrived bearing the
President’s invitatiom to Sister
Josephine Meagher, the Su.
perlor,

Sister Josephine readily ac
cepted and chose Sister Rachel,
the oldest nun in the group
ernid & former war nurse, as her
companion.

‘The Sisters entered the one-
horse carriage at the door of
their little brick chapel and
were carried to President
Grant's special raitroad car
which conveyed them to Spring-
fleld in time for the cere
monies.

A huge throng had gathered
and In its presence the silken
banner concealing the statue

- mxsleased»into—{h&—weiént
hands of the nuns.

As soon as the unveihing was

ever the Sisters slipped.away

and returned to the President's

car which hurried them back to

their schoolrooms in Jackson-
/ ville.

When Sister Rachel died in
1909 the greatest celebration
ever held in honor of Lincoln
was taking .place in Springfleld,
conmemorating the 102nd year
of his birth. President William
Howard Taft and a number of
high government officials were
present.

The committee in charge of
arrangements inquired of Moth-
er Meagher the proposed tirne
of Sister Rachel’s furreral.

The information wras given
and by order of the authorities
as the hearse bearing Sister
Rachel's remains passed the
Lincoln Memorial en route to
Calvary Cemetery, the bell on
the monument ‘tolled, and a
squad of soidiers stood at at-
tention at the base of the obe
lisk.

Even these few incidents re
veal how much LincoIn had in
common with Catholic nuns.
There are probably many other
stories, long since forgotten,
testifying to Lincdoln's interest
in the nuns who left the calm
security of their convent homes

and worked endless hours in -

dimly lit hospital wards, en
= dured gruelling hardshlps and

faced terrible dgngers and wit-

nessed harrowing scerzes.

Sisters of Charxity km- nun-
Lincoln,
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