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prived of their héaring. Never|:
again would they be able to lis
ten to the teachings of ewil men,

“Now two Viet Minh (commu-
nist) guards- went to each child
and‘'one of them firmly grasped
the head between his harids. The
other then rammed a ‘wooden
chooped chopstick into each ear.
He jammed It in with all his
force. The stick split the eant
canal wide and tore the ear drum,|

Th&shrlequ,g,m the chnd:ren was

heard all-over the village.”

Such torture is Incredibis, “But):
it is true. ‘The tortures of com-|

munism, however, have been tor-
tures of the mind more thdn of

the body. But they are no less|

diabolical.
THE CURTAINS of bamboo

and iron make it virtually im.}

possible to get more than a frag-
mentary picture of true life uny
der totalitarian communism, par-
ticularly of the 60 million mem-

bers of the Silent Church: Butj
ble’ add}’

what glimpses ure aval
up to this:

In northern’ Vle there Is
open season on "the Church. Hun-
dreds of priests and laity in this
area that was a bastion of the
Church in southeast Asia ave rot-
ting in Jails. The Reds delight in
desecrating churches and taber-
nacles, and the Catholics are fore-
ed to attend blasphemous lectures
mocking thelr most ¢herished be-
-Hef§ami -~

Some 633,000 Catholics have
fled from the Red rule, but many
who remaln have dared show
thelr resistance to the :godless
measter. ‘The communist - govern-
ment itself admitted in early No-
vember that Catholic wvillagers
were revol in Nghe An pro-
vince. The rebellion was short-
lived, however, and the Red radlo
commented that when govern
ment troops moved in to quell it,

“a number
or wounded.”

“The sitaxtion in China is little |

brighter. ‘The 5,000 Catholic mis.

~ ol persois-were-killed +

CARDINAL STEPINAC
Yugoslavia

Protestants of China is g miracle
wrought by prayer to save “these
noble people from the.wicked
Chinese communists.”

In the Soviet Union, the picture
somewhat varies, from a talse
facade of religious .
some’ subjugated pecples to the
grim repetition of “the horrible
and criminal sacrileges which are
repeated and increased every day
against Ged and the souls of the
fnnumerable  populaifon” which
Pope Plus XI protested against
more than a quarter-century ago.

But the signs are that the
age of brutal persecution of re-
ligion ls being abandoned as Im
practical.” The Kremlin know:
that mlllhns. éven among the
youhg, are stesdfast Christians
de-plte nearly 48 yoars of auch

ARCHBISHOP BERAN
. Cuechoslovakia ,

Union is to all, effects extinct.
The Byzantine Rite Catholics of
the Ukraine and of the annexed
areas of eastern Poland live in
the underground.

THE OLD RUSSIAN Empire*

known, there are only four,
churches in~all of the Soviet
Union outside Lithuanla and Lat-
via. These are in Moscow, Lenin-
grad, Odessa and Thilisl. -

It is in the communist statss
of central and southeastern Eu.
rope that the status of the
Church has clianged the most in
1856. In Albanfa, Bulgaria and
Rumania, the . Church, never
strnng has been virtually liqui-

The?tt&z-amamber of the Al
banian hierarchy, Bishop Ber-

i1 and senienced
il justice, but was réleased and
.| confined to his tiny native village

counted so 3 tholic| 8llowed to return to his post—
churches. Today, as far as is t Ordinary behind the

“ter into genuine discusslons with

J¥a complete one.

IN YUGOSLAVIA, the hand of
the dictator Tito weighs no Jessj V
heavily. on the people. The sym.
bol of the persecution of the
Church is the Primate of Cro-
atia, His Emipence Aloysius Car-
dinal Steplna®s. now in hiz 1ith

n
Archbishop

duly convicted
‘under communist

of Krasic five years ago, There
he remains. - P

In the past year, the arrest of
priests Tor-such anti-state activi-

ties as referring to St. Jo Joseplt ms|

‘“the patron of the workers” has
-Au .

Red regime ordereg the Catholic

seminary at Split closed for an|
eight-year, period, leaving only]
four seminaries — all under close
surveillance — in the whole coun-
try. : .
JN HUNGARY, the situation of
the Church priof to the people’s
fight for freedom appeared one
of improvement, Even before the
ouster of the Stalinist commun-

ist boss, Matyas Rakosl, In mid.|

summer, the Reds had granted
more fredom.to the Church.
Archbishop Joszef Groesz of
i Kalocsa, who had been impris-
oned in 1951, was released and

‘Iron Curtain actually permitted
to resume his Church duties, A
number of priests were freee from
jail, and there were even pleas
from avowed communiste that
the propagandists’ “old empty
commonplaces about rcuelon" be
dropped and that the regime &n-

the churches.

In the chaotic state which has
followed the Soviet bloodbath
against the popular rebellion, the

.1 year of belng barred from his ec-| 289
;| clestastical dutles.
.| Septembey, 1946, the Cardinal-

Still In Fall Fo

{onnews of the Church is vlrtunl-

no sign that the “Réds plin to
ut#hlg{a» m
Ten milion out of Ciechoslo-
vakia’s population of 14 million
are Catholics hut, as i the com-
munist norm, there is no free
‘Catholic press and Cathollc ed-
veation~is suppressed. However,
unlike the situation & few years
Sisters now venture on te
the streets. The. people erowd
their churchés for Mass -~ even
on weekday feasts: But the only
free Buhop: were iorpcd to take

o

an oxth of allegiance to the: com:|
munistdin 1951, a:xd -eVe) they
are under constln survelliance,

The Church in the Soviet. Zoné TR BRIGNT spot in the ol
ot Germany has been subjected| 5““‘““"" Ire is- ﬁ"g’“’*w‘ Wyszy,
to increasing pressures, from the}, that X ist xevolt in October), " gp
communist regime, The Reds}:™ ﬂ'& kA 618
have stepped up. their campaign} s
to réplace the sacmment of Con.|’

tirmation with pagan’ youth fnithd o nidwork atd v

atlon rites gloritying the com. ‘\‘ﬂuu bt

munist state, ot to thelr pational shr
Last spring, shortly after theto!Out Lady in Cuestochowa in|virtually a' free hand in-the -

Bishops of East Germany haa's :ponmdmmmuon ofling of Chuteh posts, , .

status of the Church is in the| -

balance. His Eminence Joszef

-~
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