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'Minister Of Millions' Offer* Cure For Pdni And Aches 

I s f oslti ve 
By Rev. Ralph Thomas, S.A. 

ITS STlUU DIFFig«I/r 
to «sdid - J3r. Norman 
Vincent P e a l e . Each 

"~Kttie I go to the lo<#i .ILenu-
•'-t in'g; Library The Power of 

Positive Thinking stares at 
me from the "Suggestions" 
jbootahelf* OJI my last two 

. Browsing expeditions to the 
bookstore I've seen weary 
.customers hopefully pur
chasing their copy o f the 

._ -gjabie^ of poait&a 3&iak-
* ing. Dr. Peale*a syndicated 
* column Confident Living is 

i n the weekly paper I read. 
.Every-week I encounter his 

ristian 

AUTHOR 
This article on Dr. Peale's 

"Positive TWnklnr," written 
fcy Father Ralph Thomas of 
tiie faculty of St. John's Semi
nary to Monionr Falls. N. Y„ 
appears In the November issue 
of THE LAMP, puMtshed by 
the Franciscan Friars of the 
Atonement at Graymoor, Gar
rison, N. ¥. 

question-and-answer p a g e 
in Look. And his television 
show What's "Your Trouble 
keeps reappearing on my 
TV screen with trouble
some regularity. 

To avoid the message ol the 
"Minister of the Millions" who 

. occupies the pulpit of. Marble 
Collegiate Church In New York 
City Is not, of" course,* to for-

r ^*TOatiaffltti3^_fbottght5^ioxif 
- it to espouse the principles of 

the satiric brochure called Tha 
Power of Negative Thinking 
-which takes l ip firmsHfglmst 
Pr. Peale's "I can do any
thing . . ." with the motto "I 
don't wanna... I'm not gonna." 

No, A~concern" about DrT 
Peale'a corffident message goes 
deeper than this. It prompts 
the question *s to how the 
.••positive thinking" scheme for 

. making one feel good or mak
ing one st worldly success ac
cords with the words of Christ 
•which warn us that' "Unless a 

. rosn take up his cross dally 
-vnand follow me, he cannot be 
„ my disciple," or "What doth it 
T^wofit a man if he gain the 

whole world and lose his lm-
. mortal soul." 

Let us take a representative 
npling of what Dr. Petit is 

DR. NORMAN VINCENT PEALE 
Take three deep breaths—' 

propagStrng" tmdeTrthe nWne off 
CnrisUanity. 

1) God is conceived of as a 
limitless reservoir of. energy 
and power.Hither ifieoWolees?" 
of "positive thinking" are 
called to find relief for their 
pains and aches. The only pre
requisite Is the belief that they 
are receiving the cure. 

Here are the Doctor's words: 
"Take,three deep breaths — to 
and out slowly. Practice rest
ing yourself in God. Practice 
depending on Him. for His sup
port and power. Relieve He i s 
giving it to you now and don't 
jet out of touch with that pow
er. Yield yourself to It —.let 
It'flow through you." 
S) Christ, the Son of God, la 
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presented as a m a n — a man 
wonderful and wise to bo sure 
— but no more. Nowhere in 
•The Power of Positive Think-
-kigT^ar-Jt-tWmedMha'Hae l a : 

God. Rather, He i s presented, 
ilong with Edison, Franklin, 
Emerson, and others, u an ex
ample of-one w h o was "well 
organized from am emotional 
and psychological point of 
view.** 

S) T h e aim o f the Gospel 
message Is to bring man earth
ly comfort and success. For 
this reason Peale advises be
lief In Christ: "Believe; believe 

In HI* system of thought and 
pr^ctleej believe and you wjji 
overcome all fcavhate, inferl-. 
ority, | iui}| and-avery form 
irid*-Jni|nnej*_.of ..defeat" 

i n s A*iAL6w4 of 1Am 
$tm D»ie eaurneaiei Ralph 
Waldo, J^n«**nii Mary 3Baker 

, ind .others which l» 
belnj[ passed oftt as Christian-

ha* eyen leji sonie. of Dr. 
-£«ile?s fellow IRrotestant mhi-
isieirs ,te protest, vDr. Relnhold 
JSiebuhr of Union Theological 
~ " ' chums that Proles-
error &: helping to make Dr. 
Peajp ithllr "most popular 
i^esrnanf • 
- Sr*aJsAigf oh the aubjeet of 
palnlesi Christianity at the 

.University of Virginia, the Rev. 
Stuart Grtaard warned atu-
dents that some Americans are 
"trying to turn God into an 
aspirin tablet and Christianity 
Into soothing syrup." 

And Dr- Listen Pope of Yale 
©Jvirdty -Sdiuol L^leves that 
In the "positive thinking" cult 
"God becomes s sort of master 
psychiatrist who will help you 
jet over your difficulties." He 
goes on to say that "the peace 
of mind cult represents a re-
dcfinltlori of the Christian faith 
In its central themes.** 

It is impossible not to agree 
with these Judgments of the 
Protestant ministers on the 
Peale message. 

This newest redefinition of 
Christianity Ignores jnot only 
original sin, hut all sin. It has 
no place, for the Christian doc
trine of suffering or the Cross. 
It ignores" most of the Gostfel 
and retalnsva few texts whleh 
•re explained In a new way. It 
glorifies success as virtue. It 
offers- schemes "for miking 
God perform any selfish Im
pulse of man. 

Nevertheless, it isanoddphe-
nomenoo for Protestant minis-
ters to make judgments7 on 
o t'h * r Protestant ministers' 
judgments. Is not the basic 

alone without ajood work* Cal
vin redefined Christianity in 
terms of absoiute predestin-
atipn. Michael Setyetus. the 
first "Unitarian," denied the 
doctrine of the Trinity. And in 
1820. near Palmyra, New Xork, 
Joseph Smith effect^ a -new 
"restoration" of the Gospel, 
which resulted in the beliefs 
ojfethe Mormons or Latter Day 
Saints. ; 

These and other redefinitions 
of Christianity, based on pri
vate judgment, have* resulted 
hi hundreds o f different l&co-
testant sects in our day. To 
this number Dr. Peale has 
added .his own watered-down 
version. 

The "positive thinking" cult, 
deriving as it does from a n in
dividualistic and selective in
terpretation of the frihle, rep-

, resents a radical departure 
frpm the Christian tradition— 

.an "end of the line," as it were , 
and Is therefore eminently a 
problem w h i c h Protestants 
themselves will have to reckon 
with. 

The crux of -the matter is 
just how they can prevent the 
total loss of every semblance 
of the Christian teaching. One 
of John Wesley's basic princi
ples was, 'Think and let think." 

-This- -axiom -appesrr Droad 
enough to permit Peale's "pos
itive thinking" Jo qualify. 

Nevertheless, if Dr. Peale's 
popularity is an indication of 
contemporary Protestant religi
ous ideas, a Catholic must 
voice his concern. 

We cannot ignore the fact 
that his books and sermons re
flect the religious Ideas of 
more and more of our Protes
tant neighbors. We must realize 
that many of ifrefii iegard 
Christ as a mere man, the sac-

ramentsf, as purely symboIICj, 
and tree Bible as a no-man's 
land" Wtieje. any idea^is valid. 

XV I § ON such vital issues a s 
these *faat the Catholic Church 
preserves the precious heritage>-
ot Chx3stiah thought pure and 
Integral. Amid the .yarjefies 
and extravagances o f self-made, 
theories, she defends and mahi% 
tains t h e deposit o f traditional 
faith. - . # 

Consider, for' instance, the 
questufeis! Is Jesus Christ true 
God? What Is the purpose of 
man's «xlstence? W h a t are the 
means to attain this purpose? 
It is obviously essential that 
nyux Clearly know the answers 
to therrA. Otherwise he Is like 
the captain of a ship who is 
either | n l error or in doubt wiih 
reftarri t n hU ripstlnarlnn . 

Of -what happens to men 
after death, Dr. Peale writes, 
"Where are they? What ,1s 
their condition? What sort of % 
body laave they? . . . The idea 
of * -different dimension is 
probably the rnost tenable, or 
It may be more accurate to be
lieve that they l ive in a dif
ferent frequency cycle." 

Here there is, no mention of 
Christ's explicit teaching about 
Heaven or Hell — about an 

"eternity with, God as, the re
ward o f a good life and a n , v 
eternity without God .as a pun
ishment of a life of evil. 
• Whati kind of thinking is it 
then which blurs the very 
words of the Gospel regarding 
the l a s t things? 

What kind of thinking Is it 
that- treats the tilings of the 
world — wealth, ambition, com
fort — as If they were more 
important than eternal life? 
Call tt what you isahV-but-do-
not catll it Christian thinking. 

Supreme Court Rejects 
NuMgmAs Religwnr 

WaahingtoR, D . Ct— <RNS>— nudlsrr* a religion." "Nudism, as 
A contention that nudism is a a group, maintain high and strict 
"religion" and therefore entitled moral ^standards," they said. *To 
to the protection of the Bil l of its adherents the practice of so-
Rights was rejected by the U. S. clal nudism offers a real and 
Supreme Court, ,, -genuine- T)Wlosophy-of~ilIe.—To 

The court dismissed an appeal m8n>" ** u » religion," 
for a writ- of mandamus to com- The state of Ohio mtlntafJied, 

principle of the Reformation ^pctl Ohio Secretary of State Ted however, that nudism Is not a 
W. Brown to issue a nonprofit re,WofS wl thm ^ emmfiSk 
corporation charter to a «roup gcgptea m w m t n g o f that ^ 
W W f l w l ? t e l , 1 ? ' ^ ^ ^ Rwg^sed that the Ohio Supreme practce of social nudtem. Such Court j,,,, med cotneQy w h e l l 
practice U illegal in Ohio. i u h e i a «jll(t ^^^ ot &ie ^ ^ 

Miss Edith Church of Toledo poration charter did not deprive 
and other applicants for the char- t|ic advocates of nudism of free-
tor asserted that they "consider dom o f speech. 

the freedom o f private Judg
ment of the Scripture? "Was not 
each Protestant considered free 
to judge, the Gospel In his own 
way? " fT*; * 

LuTHER'S N1JW doctrine waa 
that man ip saved by faith 

\ IteiJef-.JIHrJeior'.', 

George M. ^ f W U N. M , Gatho* 
irc;.Refte?;^ervl»t0*fl^ c*th. 
oiic Wawa^^ewfewpic*. iimm 

Friday, November .16.1956. 
I. 
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developed froat a beao-
Mtd fiwilrraclpa siT*a 
tkt Heakt •{ Ikt Car* 
tbuslaa Order by tfas 
HsrshalU'Eities* ia 
1605. Erea todey, oauy 
teor Hooks at u* Ua» 
«»tery of La Graasls 
CbartTcuit is Friaca' 

taite aae! reputitio* et Cnirtr««i« 
Iiqneuraar 
To serve asart to life a*e etsW'Iiaaaear 
tt more xftrii'tliijc-M yo*rew»Mpw4 
taite. Yea will MCSaat^eaaa-Yaallew 
or Greea—aaaVfi aim appropriate aad 
taucB irpfdi i i i i i*Py- * ' " • '' 

/ 

fa. . & l ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Ktt^tf^Hb^ tkg^^u^^^ ^ga i lMn^ 

Miiffi"ll¥t"&Ii^."frn^Titf 

Jware. 

&»•? 

-> UNCLKAN, UNCLEAN-Our Sisters at the leper hospitals a* 
India have pressing needs everyday as they gather tl»eir anforiunat* 
5J fe *^2* ' S l J L S ^ i f JSlM aSr1llL 0m ftAMWSN LEPER 
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DfDctnlel Gfeeh'i adttti TuB^' 
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G. Gomphies' Briilsh-imade shecrx»̂  
ltel$ moccasins. So eo2y in tict-
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