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By Rev. Ralph Thomas, SA.
' IT“S STILL DIFFICULT

Vincent P e ale. Each "
\time 1 go to the logal Lend-
 ing Library The Power of -
Positive: Thinking stares at
me from the “‘Suggestions”
bookshelfs On. my last two
Browsing expeditions to the
bookstore I've sten weary '
customers hopefully pur-
‘chasing their copy of the

— Yhiljle” "-eﬁ«pes}tm
* ing. Dr. Peale's syndicated
* column Confident Living is
* in-the weekly paper I read.

Every week I encounter his |

avoid . D, Norman -

“think- 4§

v AUTHOR

Thiy. article on Dr. Peale’s
“positive Thinking” weritten -
by Father Ralph Thomas of”
-1 the faculty of St. John’s Semi-
| nary in Montour Falls, ‘N Y.,

sappears in the November iisue
of TRE LAMP, published by
the Franciscan Friars of the
Atonement at Graymwor, Gar-
rison, N. Y,

questxon-and-answer pa g )
in Look. And his teleyision
show What’s Your Trouble
keeps reappearing on my
TV screen with trouble-
some regularity,
To avoid the message of the
“Minister of the Milllons™ who
. ogcuples the pulplt of Marble
Collegiate Church in New York
City Is not, of’ course,” to for-
+-swear positive _thoug

bt Nor iy |
« it to espouse the principles of

the satiric brochure called The
Yower of Negative Thinking
whicth tkes Up &Ffi agamst |
Dr. Pdale’s “I can do any-
thing . . .” with the motto “I
don't wanha...I'm not gonm.”

propagatlig Underthe ninié or
Christianity.

1) God iz conceived of as =
limitless reservolr of energy

No. A concern. fbout Dr. |
Peale's corifident message goes
Geeper than this. It prompts
.the question &s to how the
“posjtive thinking” scheme for

ng one feel good or mak-
ing one a worldly. success ac-
gords with the words of Christ
which warn us that “Unless a
.yoan take up his croas dally

....... wand follow me, he cannot be

o Yoy disciple,” or “What doth 1t
. ;roflt a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his Im-

and power. er
‘of ““positive thinking’ are
called to find relief for thelr
pains and a
requisite i3 the belie{ that they
are recelving the cure.

Here are the Doctor's words:
“Take three deep breaths — in
and out slowly. Practice rest-
ing yourself in God. Practice
depending on Hiny for His sup-
port and power. Believe He is
#iving 1t to you now and don"t

® JEVOteEs ]

es. The only pre-

get out of touch with that pow-
er. ¥ield yourself to it —,let
it fow through you"”

2) Christ, the Son ot God, =

., mortal soul.”

fat us take a representative
—sampling of what Dr. e 15 |

DR. NORMAN VINCENT PEALE'
“Take three deep breaths—'

e v e s o]

1 iresented as a man — a man
wonderful and wise to be sure
— but no more. Nowhere in

The Power of Positive Think-

—ig-is—H—claim
God. Rather, He iz prezented,
tlong with Edison, Franklin,
Emerson, and others, a3 an ex-
ample of -ofie who was “well
‘organized from =an embtional
and psychological point of.
view™

$). The aim of the Gospel
messagre 1s to bring man earth.
ly comfort and success, For

 in'His system of thought and
' nvfreome all fear, hate, inferl- ]
. ority

_dents that some. Americans are
Strying to turn God into an

1 nivinity

- offers— wchiemes * ~for” making

et—thit-He 18 |

this resson ‘Peale advises be
lle! in Christ: “Believe; belleve

practice; helleve and you will |

knlon Theologleal
ims ttmt I’rotes-
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alone without good works. Cal
vin redefined Christianity in
terms of absolute predestin.
atign, Michael Seryelus, the
first “Unitarian,” denied the

- | doctrine of the Trinity. And in

. 1820, near Palmyra, New ¥ork,
Joseph Smith effected a new
“vestoration” of the Gospel,
which resulted in the beliefs
of the Mormons or Lmer Day
Saints.

’l‘hese and oth,gr redeﬂmtions
of Christlanity, -based on pri-
vate judgment, havé resuited
in hupdreds of different Pro-
testant sects. in our gday. ‘To
this number Dr. Peale has
- added his own watered-down
version,

The “positive thlnklng" cult,
deriving as it does from an in.
dividualistic and selective in-
terpretation of the Bible, re

ng_f, TeséntE & radical departurc

pesking; o1 thn subject ot |
plinlm Christianity at the
University of Virginia, the Rev,
Stuart Grizzard warned st

aspirin’ tablet and Chrlxthnity
into soothing syrup.
And Dr. Liston Pope of Yale

~School—helieves—that

in the “positive thinking” cult
“God becomes & sort of muster
p:ychhtrist who will help you
get over your difficulties.” He
xoe: aon to say that “the peace

of mind cult represents a re- {
. definitioh of the Christian faith
ip its central themes.”

It is impossible not to agree
with these judgments of the
Protestant ministers on tho ;
Pesle message,

This newest redefinition or 1
Christianity ignores xnot only
original sin, hut all sin. It tns .

no place, for the Christlan doc
{rine of luiterinx or the Cross,
It ignores most of the Gospy 1
and retains‘a few texts
are explained In a new way. It
glorifies success as virtue It

from the Christian tradition—
.an “end of the line,” as it were,
and is therefore eminently a
problém which Protestants
themselves will have to reckon
with,

The crux of .the matter -is
just how they can prevent the
total loss of every semblance
of the Christian teaching. One
of John Wesley’s basic princl-
ples was, “Think and let think.”

+—Fhis —axlom -xppears bBroad

enough to-permit Peale's “pos.
itive thinking” to qualify.

Nevertheless, if Dr. Peale's
popularity is an indication of
contemporary Protestant religi-
ous ideas, a Catholic must
voice his concern.

We cannot ignore the fact
that his books and sermons re-
flect the religious ldeas of
more and more of our Protes-
tant nelghbors. We must realize
thai many of

7/

nmen!x, as. purely symbollc;
and thee Bible s a noman's
land- wiagx‘q any idea is valid.
these that the Catholic Church

of Christian thought pure and

. theories, she defoends and mains,

man's existence? What are the
neans 1o attain this purpose?

man ctearly know the answers

the captaln of & ship who is
either In_error or in doubt whh
destination, .

yep- | regard to his

Of -what happens to men
alter Geath, Dp. Peale wrifes,

body Izave they? . . . The idea
of « -different dimension is
- probably the most tenahle, or
it may be more accurate to be.
lieve that they live in a dff-
ferent fIreffuency cyele”
Here there 18, no mention of
Christ®s explicit teaching about

eternity without God as a pun-
ishment of a life ‘of evil.

" What kind of thinking is it
then which blurs the very
words of the Gospel regarding
the last things?

What kind of thinking 15 it
thal. treats the things of the
world — wealth, ambition, com-
fort — as if they were more
important than eternal life?

not cail lt Chrlsthm thinking.

Christ as a mere man, the sac

'Supreme Court Rejects
* | Nudism-As Religion- ~

1 Washington, D, € — (RNS)— nudism -a roliglon.” “Nudism, as

God perform any selfish im- A contention that nudlam is a agroup. maintain high and atrict

pulse of man.

Nevertheless, it 1z anodd phe-
_nomenon for Protestant minis: 1
ters to make judgments' on
o t'h # r Protestant ministers’
judgments, Is not the basie
principle of the Reformation ¢
the freedom of private judg
ment of the Scripture? Was not
each Protestant considered free
to judge the Goxpex in his own
way? o |

LUTE!ER’S NEW doctrine was

reme Court,

practice is legal in Ohlo.

that man iz saved by fith

“religion” and therefore entitled moral standards,” they sald. “To
to the protection of the Bill of its adhxerents the practite of so-
zhts was rejected by the U. S. clal nudism offers a real and

- - —genuirrer - philosophy - oflife—To-

The court dismissed an appeal MARY £t 15§ religlon.”
for a writ.of mandamus to com- The state of Ohfo maintafied,|
pel Qhlo Secretary of State Ted however, that nudism s not a
W. Brown to ixsue a non-profit
corporation charter to & group
which winted to advocate the
practice of soclal nudixm. Such

religiort  within  the commonly-

acoepted meaning of that term,

It argoed that the Ghilo Supreme
Court hiad ruled correctly when
it hel@ that denial of the cor

Miss Edith Church of Toledo poration charter did not deprive
and other applicants for the char- the adwocales of nudism of free.
ter asserted that they “consider dom of specch.
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Ijl‘ s ON such vital issues.as JHC R
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:-preserwres the precious heritage

integral. Amid the yareties |
and exctravagances of selfmade .

tgut;h; the deposit of traditional |
Consider, for ' instance, the
questicing: Is Jesus Christ true -{
God? AWhat Is the purposé of }
It is obvioisly essential that
to thexm. Otherwisé he'ls like |

“Where are they? What I&
thelr conditin? What sort of'a’

Heavexx or Hell — about an
T eternity with God
ward of a good uze ‘and andd

as the re- |
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C'KRISTHAS GIFTS MADX lASY——n‘nd more deeply signilicamt.
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