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3’ 0Y to the« world at Christaag time will be
§8 temperediby: ‘the sad fact that more auto],
"~ accidents-oceur on Chxjstmas.day thaw on |

'is served ‘“for the road” that lesds back
home is limited €0 a cup of coffee then far!
| more will male £t to their destination. The |

spaxkling spiviis . that make driving hazard- | |
-ous h;zd best he. kept for those who do not
) need" tex drive.

Of all e gifts.ofgood. Wil “we cam give our fellow men |
there juofie we ceripdnly-owé them, and that is our care-
and concern for thelr ngzf tazn& safety. Safe driving s a |

E&
‘ hagtor
s Four spedfically Catholic sections show
tion o the Cliitagro arehdiocese, monastic life):
Kansas, American Catholic prob-
eguit Pather Murray, and fmal}y an
Pope Pius XIE. |
age history of Christian “sith wrxtten by |.
7 accurately traces the grow th of the Church')-
- resurection to the present day “Catholic
“Protestant obscurity” which characterizes the
fpal divisions of those who call Christ their Savior
“Catholics-camnot condowe efther the scandals that- stainey-

eripted from the defiance of Luther, Calvin, Henry
VHI; and-subsequent -chureh- makers 1iké them. - '
These ancient rancors ought not now to prevent Cath-!
olics and Protestants from a mutual effort to recognize what
- Pinn-XH-terms-“the sreat and good .realities” in the hearts.

LIFE's editors, someties caustic in their comments on
Christians, have produced a publishers’ masterplece It may
serve as “an instrgment of peace”

-eoncluding prayer of St. Francis.

in the year, Tf the treat that |
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a special edition ilfustra- | &
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Ilory of & growlhg girl out in the
nidMidwest many

lihad-a with for, ‘ot
L reionkcle!

Moerry !
Christmas |

to buy for someone — alwvays
someone else. But how she ld‘ %
maires scarab braceles — dried’ %
bugs, aren't they? Well, maybe
in tliie meantime we can round,
tp an artificial one—parfially-’
drled-up-bugs. perhaps?

. Over-indulgence children -
spoll them? X wonder, If it hap-
pened too often, 1t would be!
over » indulgence. Goofey e
quesis? Certalnly! Being of a
practical nature of later years,'
this ‘columnist might have sensi-
furmed thumbs down -on such), ="
‘oniense — escept for the mem.

&go who

yw%] things, a

“But a monaocle is elther an af

;- the dinner-®~low-one.
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“time.of walting.
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Advent wmlt. have sprout- ;
od tendér new leaves
As the. Advent. wrmh 18 dis
mantled to make way for the
Christmas wréith owtside
front doof, those mneww tendrils
will be planted to grow on the
kltchen windowsill thé restof the'
winter, put intg the porch boxes!
next summer, brought In a.galn
next fall and be “parent greens'
for next year's Advenit wreath
The ever-continuing splrit of
Christmas will prevail, we trust..
not just in these physical man”
festations . ..
And. twe days before Cheist
mas. the Head of the House will
decide that this vear he is going
to do his Christmass shopping
early — not wait as nxsual until
the stores are about to close on
the 24th,
A MONTH AGO, we planned it
all out sensibly: each child would
get something usable and suited
' to his or her ownr needs. Amen.
These gifts are stached—I won't
gay where, for now and then
somebody at our house reads this
columnmi.
Since then. though. there have
been the most’ outlanidish hinl-,
ings. Can you imagine anything
sillier. for instance, than 10-year-.
old Ginny’'s wish for a bhallet cos-!
tume? She doesn’t take dancing
lessons, is to be in no play, is-
growing so fast that anything
that would. fit her now will be

too small by spring. and it too!
cold to wear a ballet#ostume’
even if she had ane. here and-

when would she wear it? Never
theless, I know what the Head of
the House will say when he.
starts” his shopping . . . (MighbL
ag well get the tarleton, the glit-
ter ribhon, set aside a few
hours . . )

Then, there's Markie and her
scarab bracelet. “Her” dearab -
bracelet 'what am 1 saying® She
has never said openly that she
wants orre., Matter of fact
Markie’s whole enthusiasm goes
lngo getting “hearts’ desires™ for
_gthers. Hours and days of babhy--
”ﬁftting proceeds are gladly given

stanipate “little, pot the atfected type and both
T!ryour eyes are good Why the

'never kiow. But there was a
,monncle In my Chritmas stock.

the: to

fectlon or a prop for one Ialling
reye” my father.argued: -“You're

monocle?”

“I dunno, Papae,” [ mumbled.
=But lots of the kids In the sixth
grade have ‘em. I just want one.”

To this day I can see the non.
Plussed expression oii my fath.
er’s face, How he and Mon, God
rest their sotls, ever salved their
consclences . over that one I'l

\» candles.

Bethlehem was already a {fa.
¢ that year. (And I can't re %

member a single “sensible” gift

even before Christ was born
Tecelved at age 11°)

there. David the great Jewish:

A'FEW years from now the erowned as king by
scarab bracelet will go. probably.’ there.
a white elephant
Tet coxtume will be
until it i & sodden mess. (I've pilgirms had visited there the
no Idea where that long-ago tomh of Rachel, wife of Jacob,
treasured monocle {8!) |grandson of Abraham the father

If an imitation scarab hrace of the Jewish nation.
let and a ballet costume can THE LITTLE city of Bethle
provide the same “It's just be hem I8 located five miles south
cause we love you” feeling, weell of Jerusalem and numbers about

and gooad. 10.000 inhabitants. A short dis
It's the spirit behind that fance outside the city is the main
Christimas grving that counts. road from Jerusalem which leads
’ ‘to Hebron and the raravan

- routes.
na‘.y Nass Dating back tn the days ol,
Jeremias. the great prophelt)e\fwho
; lived six hundred years ore .
calenda' - Christ, there was dn it dt Beth

.lehem to acrommodate the trav-
elers who used the nearhy road
which bustled with commerce.
The Inn was simply a square
area surrounded by high walls
with a single entrance gute.
Around the inside of the four

Sunday, Decem)wr 25 — Christ
mas, Birthday of Our Leord
Jesas Christ (white), Three’
spectal Masses. as in Missal, ,

Monday, December 26 -~ St
Stephen, firt martyr [(red)

_ Glaria, 2nd prayer of Christ
mas. Creed. Christmas preface

Tuesday. December 27 —

As Mary and Jnseph trudged

Johm, apostle ( white’, Glorig,
the road from Jerusalem on their
2nd prayer of Christmas. Creed'vjourne\ to Bethlehem, they could:
Christmas Preface. . see the panorama of a beautiful
Wednesday, December 28 -- Heoly countryside with perhaps an oc.,
Innocents, martyrs purple), casional patch of snow on one o!
No Gloria. 2nd prayer of the hilisides. Midway between
.Jerusalem and Bethlehem, the,
Christmas, Creed Christmas, road climbs over the crest of a
Preface. i hill and permits the traveler to
Thursday, December* 29 .- St ' see the two cities. Behind them,
Thomas Becket, martyr (redq), Mary and Joseph saw the gran-

deur of the Jewish capital. its.
Gloria. 2nd prayer -of Christ. new Temple gleaming in the sun-

mas, Creed Christrnas Pre- |joht and beyond its colonaded
face. : porticoes was the bare rock
Friday, December ) —< Mass of Where thirty three years later
the Sunday between Christrnas the Savior's (ross would stand.
and New Year's Day (whitel They saw Hmndqsumphmus pal-
© ace with its lofty turrets. and

Gloria, 2nd prayer of Christ the proud bhanners gf Roman le-
mas. Creed. Christmas Preface. gions In front of them lay the
Saturday. December 31 .. gt modest village of Bethlehem.
Sylwester, pope (white), Gloria, Although winters in Palestine

) are not the bitter cold ones fa.,
2nd prayerof Christmas,Creed. miliar 1o us, temperatures do|
Christmas Preface.

elers could spend the night
while their comels and beasts
of burden occupied the central
section of the courtyard.

given In tradifional Nativity plays during the post #wo weeks by students of area
schools. Shown in_the role of the Blessed Mother are: (above) Kathlaen Sheshan

i Around .the star is the Latm in~
@ scription, “Hic de Virgine Marla Jesus
Christus natus est—At this spot Jesus.
Christ was born of the Virgim Mary.”

mous city of the ancilemt Jews __ __

ki s born at Bethlehem, andj
o " Samuel tives or acquaintances in Bethle:

There also occured the hem and why he did not knock,
sale. the bal graclous idyll of Ruth and Boa #at their doors remains homewhat
worn for play And for centuries before that) Oof a riddle. Perhaps, because of

“has come and the world is flood”

walls were alcoves where trav- |

| poor in their ldosely built homes, that, But I Just must give youl.

fm .
ti\riﬂms Season were

Nativity Church is a silveritorments Cﬂmpal‘!b
gaze of

 star imbedded in the stone floor and re- .; o conhy
flecting the ﬂickermg light of countless  Brotect Jus wit

suclias this, $

lodging for themselvey and their
cxattlé,’and most were titted with}
a makeshift _manger to hold thé
fodduk, |
It was a stablecave. ﬁk& thi}
which becamie the pahce -of-the]
niew born King, and why an mﬁ
mal's food trough aervai“w &
throne for God. A
- Hi who wished $0 be like us,
Hm hettsr to have compasiion
on our miseries, becomes not
ohly our equal but devanes

drop to near freezing and the,

feel {t bitterly,
JOSEPH MUST have had rela-

Mary's condition, Joseph wanted
a place of privacy for her.
Houses in Palestine <were cne
room affairs where every mem-
ber of the family worked. ate,

! i-lope
Reumed
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~ Colfege in the, York Netivity May; o
Hih Sghoatin “Song of

'[own Of_Bethlehem, Focus Q

N A GROTTO beneath Bethleherm's St.and slept, and there
. Mary of the .
§ o ‘

cavei* as these for .temporaryf

A

Bét! Ichem.

o

Jt Bethlehem thm 2" greatneds,

trmo- Hme'dnhlklite tid Tesus
ever deny that He wag the jrut-
est of all men. The children ise

This 1s W
Ty, the joy.tul mystery of heaven

Tlle Funnian
Mun Alive

i

Juriea, the haunt.of marzuders
and wild beasts. To, protect thel
flocks of sheep and puats, shep-
herds Rept watch at nighe over

their s'eeping anmaly, Detoat

Istselites scormed these . halfe
savage nomads wuo lved with
animals anu someliines lived Jike

animaig, They could 7ot comforms

to the . reseribed Jewish proc
tizes wna thejr sfénch kept
out ot Texﬁple g synms
alike. R

lean of. Mdy and fort e, thaty

the good. news of great jorv wi

something, tdo, or 1 shlll die’ bt
grief’ "And then the Babe an-
swers: If you are mo generous,
Tthén 3 will tell you what youd,
shall give me. Give me your sins,
giv,g mae your bad conscience and
your damnation’ I say: ‘What
'do you mean to do with that?
[ And . the Babe says: J want to
take it upon my shoulders, for
that 1s my ‘glory and my boast
that I would take wupon. myself
your sins and take then lway

" Cosrier /o«ual
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Joy could be defined as hope
realized.
The dawn of the Christian era

ed with the light of God's Son.
In lavish abandon God has pour
ed forth, His love on mankind
We then should rejoice and in}
our rejoicing, find our way to
the reason for this sweet happl
nesg which fills our heart.

Tet us go o the Crib and*
there talk to the Infant Jesus,
I make bold to give you the
words of St. Jereme. (I found
them in a iittle book of medti
tations called the Pusillum.)
You might read them In the
light of the Crib.

St. Jerome tells us: “When.
ever I look at the spot where |

Yol 67 No. 13Dec. 28, 1955
: ﬁon nv JAMES K :mun.
D.D.. Prosident.

my Saviour was bhorn. 1 begin -
a fond conversation with him,

‘O my Jesus,’ I sy, ‘what l‘
hard bed you havwe there in the”
manger, all for the sake of my |
salvation! How shall I ever re.
pay you for it>’ Then it seems

of Ci

to me as if the Bahe answers: | Natiaal "(.::‘tm
‘1 ask nothing bui that you . """‘ Lonfsrames

ioh, News
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sing, Glory to God on high!'
“Then 1 go on: ‘But, Belov.

ed mine, I must give you some.
thing. 1 will give you all my
money.' But he replies: All |
Heaven Is miine, and the earth,
T have need of noiling. Give It
to the pnor, and 1 will take lt
as given to me.”

“I continue: ‘Gladly will 1 do

S lirst -
am
found. thermselves surrouncled at]
night by, light and to hear the|y
angel's messagé telling them, | oo
“This_ day is born to you in the
 eity oft David - : Savlor Clrist
the Lord” |

Wxﬁnn a few miles of &e(hl"- 3
‘hem lay the desert countxy of}

-alinounced. Imagine _ thelr Ministry
ent and fear when they

'I‘h!t 18 an cdd kin

o the
1a
for

'Comradé Kord
unist campaign

o o st e S
L g’ pOES coun-. T SMASHED
sel together, &t some of thele

membexs to guard the %,ﬂbg ,
while tlie yest ‘went. in hasie S
Luke tells i they “found

g

and, Jolﬁnh. nng tie Infa€ thi :

' 3& ‘
What they had, faith u‘ul; love,
« We may well believe:tha€ Mary
and -Joseph ‘told them thes mys-

tery which eyes could not see,
that here was the very Sofi of
God, tht Word made flesh, the

‘incarnate Second Person of the

'Holy ‘Trinity. Privileged fo be

Sarvies. | the - first to worship the just

bornt God, the shepheris Feft the,
grotto blessing God and ‘telling
everyohe what they had sesen and
ve. (Heard;, and all Wwere ammd at
their storys

rﬁcu occum& ?n e kg towny
ot "Bethlefiem. are st wbli to

.
. !

lﬁon ency.

q!;tetime!

rade”

1 have been living

and coldred lights

And now. mnrly twg, tfmmaml meéx

to A about jntt“

children and all th t,
m p lN '1'0'

& of Chrilt"
mag column, but Tve got to tell
somebody why f've been practie|

il ‘flood with;-

ughter
_the past

two or threé

llgious bellefs becsuse they are:
owing $tronger instead
er, and 0 on, But we can

of

ilgll Wlls thei
o where Koritsyn aglemnly ag.
" mi'r:d the Russian p!ople {apd

% 11:quote) that “science has proved

Christ never existed! Yejp,
"Itie veally did. The speech wias
{heard by western radio monitort,
% reported by

ihé Us.

umentative charags|

entirely too

Was tempte&‘lngtt ﬂm
to nose up aga

p“il{t)}:*{tsyns and ehal!ehge
him to produce his proof and: o The
define- what he meant T)y "scl

gver

in a state of hilaviouis joveality,
And the faot that’ this is thel ™™
Christmas sesson Hil¥ . not g
tracted from my merriment,
nearly bust ‘every time I see
tivity acenes ,anct Christmas

gt

{Christ never
rijreally colossal. No infants were
‘ai#lain jn Bethlehem. No one nam.

w{ve the prepostercusness of the
ingongruous, and the incongruity
'of the preposterious.

at being so, Comrade Korit-
sjm. Whether he knows it or not,
‘has eirned the right to be con-
sidered the funniest man alive,
having come up with the most

| Preposterous  statement’ ot the

tury.
“scmxcn HAS proved that
existed” This i

#d John the Baptist ever came
oitt of the desert. No young man
'went from synagogue to syna.
{gogué preaching.

No multitudes followed ‘him.
‘There was never any fumult and
shotiting. No Sermon on the
re-| Mount was uttered. Scribes and
yPIm:lsees were not gent to in.
veéstigate, No voice ever said,
“Render therefore to Caesar the
: things that are Caesar’s, and to
God the things that are God's."
_“Sslenice has proved that Christ
never existed.”” We will have to
‘tear down our churches and hos-
pltall and orphanages. We must

mash half our' sculpture, and
butn art and literature, We must
tosd history into the rubbish
Theap, rewrite drama, and throw
'avérhoard the most vivid expres-
klons in every language. :

AUDAS NEVER betrayad any-
de There were never any thir-
“Places of silver. Peterdenied
ﬂiody. The cock did not crow.

‘The High Priest cross-examined
."nobody sbout blasphemy. *
1> No- oné was taken before
Herod, Pilate washed his hands
¢ nobody's blood. Barabbas the
rderer was not freed. Nobody
. scourged, or crucified, or
{d In & tomb guarded by sol-
im to prevent him from carry-
ng out his promise to rise again.

Christ, about whom mofe has

Iiaen wiritten -and spoken, for and

[|dgainst, and who is mote cele-
) buted in art, music, plilosophy,
i ‘theology.

architecture, history,
thieology and scholarship gen-
(78 *}mn any thousand other
W ever drew breath!

this at. the Crib—and rejoice. 4
hy-Christmas is mer- !
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