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In Elmira 
\J High School in Elmira by 

the' Sister's of Mercy ell-
maxes moretfian • half-cen-
tiiry o£workf»r-the~Slsters in 
th» Southern Tier City. 

Vive Ulsters of Mercy from 
th« Motherhovse in Batavla 

- TSTOr-toEEtolracteaSSNBoaojgettsr: 
a parochial school «t St. Pat­
rick's parish at the invitation 
of the pastor, the late Father 
Jarjjes J. Bloomer. 
. Father Bloomer did not ex­

pect theiuFa^oaiMf-^oungatepaf^^ 
that greeted the Sisters on /' 
September 8, 1894, and had 
only four class" rooms in readl-* 
new. For six weeks, fifty-six 
4th, 5th, and 6th "graders" sat . 
on borrowed benches. ThGreyv̂  
were no blackboards nor even . 7 
a teacher's des*. v; 

In those far-off days nine , 
years of grammar school were 
required, for entrance to:hlgh^.:: 
school and some of the boys 
In the upper classes were tall­
er than their teachers. 

Father Bloomer had looked 
forward to state aid in flnanc-
lnft;the»«E«s ,̂̂ |aajgh ĵ4JbgHd&&1> 
Ing and for payment of" the 
teachers because- î|V Corning 
the parochial schoolnad been 
supported by public funds. In 
1S93, when th« St. Patrick's 
School was about half finished, 
a clause was inserted in the 
New York State Constitution 
that no sectarian school could 
receive public money. 

The problem Father Btoomei 
faced was to secure over 
$60,000 to carry on, and. he 

~foia!aTrway~Tweiity:f1ve-T»rrts-
• month from ervery wage-earn 
ing parishioner WQiuld take 
car« of the Sisters' annual 
•alary of $800. and bazaars 
held yearly' would reduce the 
debt on the building, he said. 
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Itie Pastor of St/ Patrick's 
-jjaujated hl^^^ory,-4ifc4?roidde_ 
'. a invent ioif tiie Sfieerl. " -

JL SE NEED FOK^^Cltnoiir-
High School; where graduate; 
from all parochial schools in 
Elmira might; enroll was be­
coming mor* evident everj 
day. In September 1930, thret 
Sisters-ofct5t^*HKph--witk-tiw^ 

—v 

Rev, Father Francis RHky at 
principal (now pastor of St 

* 1*ary*ir-*Hor«eiie*M);''"o|»enec"^ 
• what was later known as thi 

Elmira Catholic High. Schoo 
In a tertian o£ SS. Peter am 
Paul's School. . ' 

The lata Rt. Rev. Msgr. Johi 
Lee sponsored the", undertak 
ing. 

However, In 1*33, the at 
* •emdartca-having-outgrown tht— 

•pace provided. Ihechuues wert 
moved fo St. Patrick**, where 

* Momlgnor WllMtm Brlen cave 
"«ver the entire thftd flow 
- of the-achool̂ toHirovJde-clasfc .̂ 

rooms, library, and laboratories. 
More apace called for more 

teachers, and two Sisters of 
Mercy were added to the staff 
/ Father Riley was given a 

parish shortly after the school's 
-change-in-li)c«l«r-and-the~Rev.~ 
' William Burns now Pastor ef 
St. Anthony's Parish took-over: 
as principal Het with tour Sis- -

' ters of S t Joseph and two Sis­
ters of Mercy, successfully car 
rfed on until two years ago, 
when he was succeeded by Sis­
ter Mary Raphael, principal of 
the new Notr» Daoat High 
School. 

Under the fine cooperation 
of the mixed faculty of Sisters 
of St Joseph .and Sisters of 
Mercy, .Etallra Catholic High 
was ably eondhicted until its 

Among the Sisters of St. Jo- -
ieph staffing tbe school at Its 
close were Slster-OXeresa Clara, 
who was on^tjrtrfttctirtyfor 2t 
years, Sister Wary I/>urdes, 
Sister Mary Glentencla and Sis­
ter Mary Edwards. Sisters of 
Mercy were Sister tyary Joa-. 
china, Sister Mary Edmond and 
Sister Mary Raphael, principal. 
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