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& jgpjlevel; T̂ hey- trace/ 
"" * $6~^iOTfergra#"' 

aKWSScy-'̂ lsters who came to 
.̂njerica from Ireland iri 1843/ 

Tm. first, ^ e i ^ JsisJeis/'.wgrft 
^tabiiajipi; in;/«^sjii?stfeir /̂ irt , 

beginning hi ,013 ;$u Gary's < .a 

WarafciesBfijjibarer-. of Mother,,J^" 
Catherine jfeAuley> foundress... jfe 
of the Sisters of Mercy, was "' 
the leader of this courageous 

their native home in Ireland to 
Inaugurate in America the spir­
itual and edueatjonaLwark of 
the Sisters of Mercy. 

The Sisters were hardly well 
established in their first school 
in Pittsburgh when appeals 

. came from other diocese^ Jp_ 
solicit their help. Thc^educa-
tionaJ program; of the "commu­
nity was making itself felt and 
more bishops were anxious io 

—•»«ec«pê »!»Gip̂ help<»ti».»tfale.,tlxe, 
children of their parishes. , 

'ISHOE-JOHN. 
CM., first Bishop of Buffalo, 
It: Y-. in 1854, attended the 
Plenary Council in New^Xark 
where heavy stress was laid 

-^Mppn^ttes-a^per^educatjon of 
the young, He became"iw«tdur 

~^rjoufc--aff*ir»--ln hiSr-dkyese 
/ . . . t - t _ i ; i i .HL' t i . . j - j i « . . *jt-i_ 
(which ihert included the pre* 
ent Diocese of Rochester) and 
appealed .to. tjie newly founded 
communitj'.of Slsiera of Mercy 
iiV^vldenc(^»hTi^Islandr-4-

•-:«us> »ppe»l 'wisUsuccessful 
and in Jun* iaSTJMb»er Fran-
cisXaTkrWaroe in company 

work of Mercy In Auburn. As 
was customary,, in "those dayj 
• "free"' school and select 
school was always opened in 
each new foundation. 

Iti M68 andipliTlH 1897~frMr 
nSlocesc of Buffalo underwent 
soone changes and remapping 
in territory. After- the first 
change the Rochester diocese 
was established and the Ba­
tavla community ©f-the_AIercy 
Sisters was cut off from Roch­
ester, Later the'Sister* hi-the 
Sourthern Tier who were found­
ed Jrom the Batavla community. 

,.j^ed«.toi..thRw^«cbeitSL.; 
i i i n i t l S > > , " - "*• * 

^®M&S B™^WIft 
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^ * ^ i * l » s « n a ^ 
opened In their own convent a 
"select boarding school" for 

: girls of elementary smd second-
, ary levels, the Academy of the 
Immaculate Conception of Our 

• Lady of Mercy. They alss took 
tup teaching in me: first jpa-
i rochlal school fa St. Mary's 
, parish In the basement of ths 
. church. Hand in'hand with «it 
' teaching began the visitation of 
the sick in the parish. 

' In 1872. an Industrial School 
was opened for poor girls In a 
building adjoining the South, 
Street convent As the pa­
rochial work of the Sisters in­
creased and demands Were 
made for help from other die* 

' eases, work hi ml Academy 
and the Industrial school had to 
be abandoned. 

F lVE YEARS after the *W 
ters were located at the South 

\ Street Motherhouse, a small, 
iband was sent to Batavla to 
start a new convent In 186T 
another band of six Sisters 
started out to establish the 

effect It became a purely i»-
rochlal school and religion 
could be taught as part of the 
regular curriculum. 

THie parochial school and an 
academy was opened in 1869 
In Owego. Next In order, 
schools, were opened In Hornell, 
anal Hmlra, Shortly before the, 
death of Father James Early: 
of~ TCorneII~Iir HSOr^anpn*1" 
chased a sanitarium now 
known as St. James Mercy 
Hospital. He shortly turned It 
oven- to the city with the ex­
pressed declaration that the 
"Sisters of Mercy were always 
to be In charge." 

S t James Mercy Hospital, In * 
1951, added a million dollar 
wing which brings it up to 150 

..bedl capacity, lite hospital has 
a fully accredited nursing 
school and an accredited x-ray 
technician school. 

Mercy Staters 
Express thanks 
Taer8aterS*of M/acey wish 

to taetr away loyal and gen-
eroas--friend* who 'fcave 
shewn saos* seeai latere*! In 
t*^s**gi«as oTCTetre Dane 
Hga SdMHtt (rasas hs flrrt 

«* CSM ^jaeahir 
ee.-iae/ away a aqp^Bsvr 
1:. JsllBSpjLyvari. 
* T« Mr. £i»CesaslilB4 the 

tar la extendei conmenaa-
ttenfor their sattrlni wars, 
ia tae growtk «r the pians. 
Te ska assny kenefaetows of 
yofa» Basse aM. as the loyal 
clergy «f sXhnlna we press-
MM • a ©eetlnuedl ramem-
araaee hvdau> prayer. 

Special thsnka arass be 
ghee is Jfr. ConMlhas J. 
HIDIkea and ike aaafiaf the 
Elmlra 8tar-«isette far lis 
long raaga anas twvarage 
w.h.Ufrh^^rikMrve^lNotM. 
Dame's p'ragnsa aa, faith-
tally and «• the assay ad-
varHsen artie stave,saade 
this Septeaafcer » sapple-
awat af the CaHioik Cour-
ler-#oaraal psalMe. 

- Mother Maty Magattwie 
Mother fiNMeral 

Slslera" of Mercy 

On New Year's day In 1916. 
Are destroyed the South Street 
Motherhouse Jn Rochestery go* 
the Sister* were forced to con-

_vert thelrjtA!innier^«B^ges' at_ 
St. John's ftuk, Charlotte, Into 
a temporary Motherhouse and 
novitiate. In the fall of 1928,, 
Our Xady of Mercy High 

1 School In Rochester was open­
ed and In the jprlng.of 1̂932 
the new Wotherhouse adjoining 
the school on Blossom Road 
was dedicated. Tlie chapel wing 
to the Motherhouie w»s opened 

nKZ**4*2tVrt\n-

As a century of service to 
the Diocese of Rochester looms 
on the horizon, the Sisters of 
Mercy have on their teaching 
program 1? elementary schools, 
3 high schools (Our Lady' of 
Mercy High School, Holy Fam­
ily High School in' Auburn 
which will fc*~ two years- give 
place to Mt. Carmel High 
School and Notre Dame High 
School la Elmlra). 

' They-alsB-coBduet*a4tergtat»-

Mother McAailey, foundress 
of -the Sisters of Mercy, know-
ingr that secular Instruction is 
subject. t*Hm»!̂ _cJ)anses_wrpte 
no general rules on It. She al­
ways held that In the field of 
education the Sisters should 
adopt Improvements as they 
are Introduced and to keep 
abreast with tfee best in the 
Held! or education. 

Mother McAwley regarded 
secular education as a means 
flftt»ajl.ej?dt..i5ut j« means «sen-
tlal to the uHimite object of 
education. The end -of' educa­
tion inner words is not merely 
to bestow on children a definite 
amount of knowledge -^Its 
main object is to fit children 
tor earth without unfitting 
them for heaven." 
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kk THE CENTURY turned, 
1he>.Sisters took up work at' 
Holy Cross school in 1906 and 
at Mount Carmel in 1909, both 
In Rochester. Four s i s t e r s 

started work in Mt. Carmel but 
within a month the registra­
tion Jumped from two hundred 
to seven hundred which neces­
sitated an increase of faculty 
members to ten, 

The educational influence of 
the Sisters of Mercy over tha 
years was widely extended in 
the diocese. One after another 
they were called upon to staff 
the schools ol St. Vincent's, 
Corning: St. John's, Clyde; St. 
Cecelia's, Elmira; St. John the 
Evangelist, St, Andrew's, St. 
Salome's, St. Thomas, St. Ce­
celia's, St. Charles and St. 
James In Rochester; S"t., Mi-

Training School In conjunction 
with St James Mercy Hospital 
In Hornell, Mother McAuley 
Junior College located at the 
Blossom Road Motherhouse Is 
now a State-accredited training 

-school—for-ma—young Sisters, 
about to enter the teaching pro­
fession. 

During the summer months 
and on Saturdays, the Sisters 
are engaged in catechetical 
work In various centers of the 
diocese for the Instruction of 
Catholic children In the public 
schools. 

A H E C ^ ^ P ,n > » 
lng the educational needs of 
the children under their car* 
was the establishment of a 
R e a d i n g Laboratory. This 
clinic conducts classes through­
out the year'at Mercy High 
School and for live weeks dur­
ing the summer months ex-

. tends its service to four other 
centers in Rochester, Auburn, 
and Coming. With its exten­
sive program it appeals to both 

ft roaram 
DeaUeaMsat seal Messing of 

Notre Daate High- School, 
Ijewer Maps* Avenue, El-
Rstra, - ftatara'ay, September 
S»,.begianlBg_at IS noon, 

Kreetion «ff taa Crucifix la she 
Foyer. 

rVsaesasai lata the AadHerkam. 
Haas of she Feassl of Our Lady 

• f Mercy, celebrated by alls 
Excellency' Bishop Kearney. 
Semen by Bishop Kearney. 

Not** Daane Higjfc. Students, am­
eer the direction sf the Rev. 
Benedict A. Ehmann, wW 
paresent the following musical 
prograan: "Loonies Hymn", 
"Taos Art Tate Star of Mis 
WomliHt", "Alary The Dawn", 
"O Heart of Mary", and "Ball 
Holy Queen Enthroned 
Above/* 

National Anthesn. 
Lunch for the Reverend Clergy. 
Guest!) and friends are Invited 

to tour the aiew school fol­
lowing the M J»8S. 

J ? ^ ^ y | | 
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