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.^fe |&$swh' t'swad the despicable vic-
ti*»ll of the robber* who bad. 
w&Mea tor their lost raj*}.and:' 
-ti&tedtoiMhe r»bbersv-wltj&-lying 
promjse* in order to save solne 
Tjsdrtion of their worthies* triny 

! j ^ * & , S ^ S i f % S iheir^ears. Has their•+&&»& 

> 

, to/Shfe-v«8w>'-
•'.' ras^stutwe was in the same 

**%$.SlSlen »«$• haa for * Ml* 
ttttf^^een' identical with those 

"> TO while the other ranted and 
* 3 M 3 © n u o £ ' « & ewrfM and: 

good incarnate, 
A last raucous blasphemy of 

^iffhla companion 4hief served-as-a 
**' cue line lor Dismas. % >. .' , 

"Let Him alone," hethtwder-
«d- at his lellow. "We've got, 
the pair of us, what's coming to 
l is. But this' Man is different. 
t ie 's done no wfong. Keep your Ijbngue between your teeth, and 
let -the guiltless die in peace." 

£n amazed silence fell oven, the 
sesene. 

The crowd was hushed, their 
laoxprlae choked their taunts in 
pfeir throat*. '"v]-.;". 
%1fot Dismas' greatest line had 
fit to be spoken. Death was al
ready rattling in his throat. Hone 
had come late into a hopeless' 
life. Light was flaming late in 
art existence passed in the dark-
.«gss of caves and the, pitch black 

midnight-crimes, 

S B ? * R *»?« - • •- sence, sm9* tri«mphanHtrf°W 
; ^ ^ ^ L ^ J K t sin -toft some. to v i i r t ue ' m cry of an eVfl mn; ?• • The ugliness or sin was same- „._. # K , ,- t . . . rf M a_ ?- •-' fhe> ugliness 
f thir t^he Ha* tooim^fattparty 
•dtm- l«e. .(»imeJj*ariC|il$!*»i 
l i s hands and crusted his heart 
and taken off menage ofcjri* 

fesslonj ^ h a d a n f geHoSetajfjfnnt 

be divulged.. 
SVVhSee*; 

-» The thief D i s h i e s ' paMwlfy 
t s w u n g His-eves *jwarad the Mttf' 

W'thil,ceftter̂  ••H;**-:««f^;'t1 
rt' 4>fi«iax had^been twisted" h# 

# «&&» w-agirttMfe vmvm 

sicjt. of h j s evi l to the good Man,: 
w i t h goodness enough to spare. 
n e f ^ l i h a r e t r ' - — " •>- ~ - V - , , - - -

"LM& remember me," 
Boman Officer . 

' Therev w * | another vi l lain, 
spectacular i n costume, c lass ic 
i a tradition) s tanding nea r the 
cross. 
K--IHhe thief had been villainy * the words of inspiring truth, 

^effects of 

V-firent frohi th*^foW>er» he 

execution that-hardly broke the 
'mtiltfifa&ti **Tk>!&»r'» day. 
C?-:Whffs'pttt,tell What nu»de the 

t'r V* 

^aW th» Hero of the piece for 
the Hero He Indeed was! In that 
same flash^of reason or grace 
that revealed the divinity of the 
.CJKMCuled VicthUi Longlnus' saw 

*n^emperor who pretended to be 

**• •~l$s^f'J*fc 9^ •ffX'a&^^jMjk^^S^! "" 
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It's • gamble you needn't talc« 
when thcre'l «n expert wbo a o 
pack your., household goods, 

Hfi«8S^8S*!iiSSr nerfrTiOT» 
.fir (tore diem in the finest fixe-

^llproof tfarehouse iti JPUT tpm-
vljtsuuffi',~~. . often *t lets cort 
Auih*a a would ttke ''f* replace 
|d*maged goodh Jre« estimate ~ 
|iS«'T*que|'t. *̂""J' 
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Tho« shaft come into Thy king 
donj^' . 

Tables Upset 
The priests fall back a startled 

step. 
At first'they can hardly. belB*e 

to whom they had assigned the 
least likely or acceptable of cdur-
mss a|t«itUy-f<mwdiirT!oartter 
ift.one hi them? The lellow had 
dared eall this rejected Man his 
lord. They, the priests, had 
stripped the King o f every* 
slightest sign of royalty, yet the 
,thtef hid known . tha i lh t *< 
01, the cross was actual^ *ihe 
road'leading straight M o H|g 

ia;̂ 4om; •• : • -' r^ 
The priests had assigned a 

thlelaplace.m thei roy* tMt$# . 
age•fg.g mark of hitter mockfery', 
alid'he had turned the tables. He 
•hSBraccepted tri all earnestness 
the place assigned hint. Forced 
into the farce of attendance upon 
rejected majesty, he had abrupt* 
ly changed the farce into brave 
reality, 

His hand was already ou> 

am » e kwew the* h^ ria*i^|)|<jf^^tt-|»rt|suii|' ^!W&gjtoskfiB& 
te^uard an executed-'tnaiif vmw'^hm was iftoi*, flWW mm ; - t n ^ ^ i p | 
. . . . . . . . '•-'•---"-•>•• fagim<tomti ,-. - ' V — * ^ " s - « « ^ 

u ̂ «T*jt. m&&jta.vmMf 
to hold hack a ftjob" that ttfgbit 
t r y i o adiol infajay to deatjht'l" 

New in the iwii^iom ifeaT 

statements that Tverei ntt' 
Ironic? these words-stated a Jliefe 
St,J>«|ci8l placard _CTB£i J t e 
Man.a.iang,, • . . , . - . ' : • '^4,» 

»itft fte barracks h«ift £r|baW$ 
dieted rumors of the snlricJ 
•^Wf^fes«fithad-'WKt8g*ts"«»N 
f l M f t n ^ r a a a m»^rn*n1f«(tis*»i 
dl Hl% incredible powers. M * 
noHte pagart and an officer Wfeb 
was "deaf I S rumors, ^ngj iwl i 
'would probably ha*e M^Mwk 
.o«t hearlng.'if took#fe:?«IkwpM 
the? Man,- the st^ttf tuE., ipi* 
ground of preteraatwrm.»t«ri»» 
ttiexlnsane and Aensete?* Wger o f 
the mob, and the tributes of m 
official placard to startle the. cap
tain Injq attention,- , .̂..̂  

and 
disc)^...^..,, . „ „ - , . . , . . - . 
officer, jf^'jfa&^viffljr T _ 
his association wlKh^theiWiin ««« 
the Cross. Yet he could" not fail 
to note that this Min's words 
were imperial in •their dignify. 
His forgiveness magh^nipus to 
the iwmt OJE mimciei|^:.fiie e g ^ 
centric moment of dtiath He Vvsst 

ihi^-.i.-iveryraicSjt'' 
.thfedwrrend^ of princflingiwho 
MnM'-out'#iae6iji(t|H«*W' # ! » # • 
«na "fww •#m,|iht»"-;l^|l»:-"*»" 

«Spli6vv.oi,.#t; ffljUfw *-*M&' -
.B«tno3i?'v.*» ». - ••• '•' •••-. 
f i e i t fekea^ue^en^bjy.atj le 

King who had been auotted^a 
slave's d.e i^ » Monarch W$S^ 

»ibly think of ^n l j%v A - ^ ' : 

•C3early-tbs Wan w«#"*.... 
beciauw He ^«s^-~MiWj|«^Mte 
iwr .for .HJ*" thrdne'^Tht'-.-pii 
whi?s*,i»pftte4vKTni M»Mm^-
t̂ossved-Khu. ov^r...%%tvi|l||»Jii 

^tet'deatft».~//-i^w-;-W^:®i^^-. 

largess df "forgivenes* and flgn* "-
lng letters paten|.*-thW!mi?!e * 
thief;.* nob^man^^ ^ . ' •__* 

The chin strap of ,|i0iBg»h«s1 
tighteitej a s h e s«t his 3^w in * 
line of determinattori. * ' ' :• "> 
.JHI a.thielrhad apoken^ f h « ^ | 

•vatxBlijg-ihope,. he ^tHiS^^y^ 

cross.in blinding rage, The hopejdence, calmly guaranteeing pajr- H l ^ ^ ^ a t u S o f e ^ n m ^ m l r 
< v a dying thief had slapplo^adise, promising « - t h a * - m ^ | S e ~ h e d S & S S m l 
down the ctintemnruniia Hpinnir day, Kr^^7 . . "*"**^«."",»i»?'^i 

ne§r Hfaa 
entrance into 

a -new and totally' unexpected, a kingdom, He had not answered 
tarii. The King had found a witU a bitter laugh. He liatf'ndt 
tSourtier to walk before Him into out of humiliation and despair 
His-courts. Seeing the complete;cried out, "Pine chance I've go* 
•distortion of"their WManijilajis,fol a kingdom now." %^Jiad 
'the" plotters fell baeF from the [answered with an ama^u%.ciciiff3r 

down the contemptuous despair 
of God's own anointed priests; 
Jbe voice of Dismas, still sodden 
with repented evil, rings out in 

in filth and grime, this other 
was villainy well manpered, edu
cated, robed in fine silk, &n4 the 
$at«iiUt| ftjlHd#o)ed. arrns»r.., 

l^ngbtus,, the-captain of the 

Rolling Dice 
In a bitter scene of comedy 

relief the soldiers had shot''dice 
for the few earthly possessions 
of the Poor Man of Nazareth. 

a ^ l i f W ^ W W ^ - fan/wn^se^cTotHe? we i ^be i i r 
roed. to cjnjwirjite.jipon" 

contemptuously bundled by t{ie 
winning dicer. T*he captain's ^ye 
Wn aloig thl^sttoiig "But Ww 
pate-and almost bloodless tis^n 
and. then suddenly came to a 

M 

«l«fe^-m|ichr,!f idelity tfossW«bnv)j th^ VictJSn's head? 
""*'" *w~ " *~ * **~" u~ ( Tot thfe flnfc ttme^he noticed 

that it WW a flat statement as 
# a •f^iojowii ' iacl l "Jesus-of 
^Jazaretiv-Klng-ot ^la^ews,' ' 

-$&$fa awaj te . lWt î tfate he 
h ^ jgi^w^faaiy j|,_jcyrncaliy; 

m&mm Rpf̂ oheu> 
had • probably g iven >the whole 

salut# t o the- Man 
»I^Mije„emsdmowd by na dl«-
-'jffi&lMvnm Z 
taneous gesture of reverence.5 It 
w « i a soldier's greeting to more 
'isttVltil^li —- to a King.-who-

was- in very truth the Son of 

martnet when He had solemnly to be penniless. 

Here, was ,a most unl 
sltnation,. \ | , / 

Nailed' to a cross arto", paweag 
less to move, deserted %.,Jhjet 
miserable handlul^^f^ l fn iBpi 
He had,.vabwy tried to train, 
stripped except for the naochfeg 
royalty of a crown of th^r|is, a 
robe of blood, and a throne of a, 
cross, He had still. accepted She 

in paradises-
Correct" Title? 

Was this _Qie most blatant ajr> 
fogance? T • ' 
. Was the Man on the cross a 

preposterous pretenderT 
haltat'Jhe sentenc* of*»3(;ettttS»n' ifTte placard proclaimed Him" a 
thli '^hhl beeiac[nailed hi m* Mi}..: and He, within,a matter 

of minutes-away front - destlt. 
talked in utter confidence about 
His kingdom. -

Again the centurion's ey* swept 
upward to the official title. 

Up. tot that m(unentXongiiuis-r;jQutoi:attthft^ 
have been chosen—blaapheniefv pietelyupsetf"'. * 

H e ' 

us'' fii.t'n»i4'':ii " 

of * <$ittelsin;'-«pssc^%^eX'thMt' 
imperional uhUornir :ei! 5erue1fe 
that marked the professlcjta^ldt-

'tfilTge«tt»e of tifoMsssmas& 
tot the entrp^iifc'-Jgf^mlP^k 
in proud acceptance 
claims a* tl-i:dull scarlet'light of 
the angry sv»n gilnte^Tfrom-hfs 
hemaet. •• ••• •- ^ . ' - ?v: 

He bad caught his cue, and the 
majgnHleenrTrfS^^ 
hfs> lips. 

"Indeed," he cried, In. i vpjee 
that has respundtd timejiniy 

thir'MabTvas-ihe-SonTscrf??, ̂  
: "Iries'ttpsil^ '%•. 

Dismas the thief and Longlnus 
lhe__ centuriorL brhig: ix^ the 
drania the twin elements of |HJ> 
prlse and a courage that5 would 
awake a burst of quick-applause. 

Out from the ranks of-vfliainy 
suddenly appear to n^iph^rnes. 
> THe thief has tumed^t&ioodl-
ness. . ' . 

The pagan-has becomes be
liever. 

Tfceplot 

Tile audience gasps i»v dt> 

wttmzz: 
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i i h l Jplendor of _ this King's;, 
dylfig ciued him for a convlnc-, 

ugasifgSk̂ .— * - — _^4 
: The speech was the surprising 
assignment' of_ a pagan war
rior. His bow to the great king 
in Rome had often been disci

p l ined mockery. 
His contempt lor the petty 

kings to Whom ,he had been 
meitehger was open hut veiled 
In'politeness. His greeting, to 
thenlClng; • in capUvity onr Hir 
cross, the Son of God dying re* 
-JiKted-bythe people Who had so 
.long' awaited their King, was 
spontaneous, heart!elt,*nd-m«g- ; 
ntflcently sincere. ^ 
""^ndeedr this was the Son of 
God," _ . - . ^ , . , 

Sdrprite Characters 
thr*stsgir0j 

stood the two surprise charac
ters. ' 
^-A-moment before, they Had 
seemed to be cast ai villains. 
Kbw a' sudden bright spotlight 
6f .courage.lighted £hejr ^mt\k>n. 
*" Their > thrllung> lines were !s© 
startling, so utterly without 
place in the plot written- by the! 
aaispn^fet* -^iat - the>- *'wei*' 
greeted by an echoing silence! > 

Here was dramatic surprise at 
to best — the thief and the cap
tain • suddenly, abruptly, almost 
a* if without premeditation 
throwing off their villain cos-, 
tttmes . . . their voices taking 
on, a new tone , , . . their faces 
gmwin^-flTaBniiicejitlyT—strong 
VT". their gesture* wide, sweep-
Jrig, illled-with,. conviction. . 

The thief whom tradition calU 
Dismas suddenly revealed him
self as a man of boundless hope. 

The captain, whose heart had 
seemed cold and Inpen'etrable as 

srdrm^-^atfflbT^CTEur1!!? 
form, abruptly-shows himself as 
a man of courageous faith. 

Each flings aside the costume 
he has worn too long. All their 
lives they have been villains In 
the drama. Yet their association 
with the horror* of vice snd the 
consequences of sin have dis.-
gusted them with the villainous 
-roles they have played.. _ 

The thief whom all history 
vvfll know by the rarely given 
title Good drops his role of rob
ber and murderer, and, turning 
to the Man who is virtite in the 
flesh — tm he, Dismas, had long 
been sin incarnate — he speaks 
that magnificently eloquent line 
of exalted hope. 

•'Lord," -bis powerful voice 
shouts across the theater of his
tory, "Lord, remember me when 

tefrsnpjpaxzxabvitjrf'a&i 
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