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Washington, Nov. »J -?~ T?Jie JoHowinjr l i the Ml text of the state­
ment i?jsue4 by the Cardinals, ,Ar#>iShopssand Bishops of the 
tJhlfea States at <% «gofe'fe£lh^a$M^ Tweeting.here: 

. .'%-The Sishops >ot the l&rited. States of America, gathered 
-in anirosirtaaSjBiably- at-v Washington, send greetings and 
paterttaj hles^nrto all their'-priests1, religious, and people. 
^ . r ^^ i f ree t |n fa#d .b less ing wfe^end to you with mixed 
'hft*^f*t)n^rni.'F0K W)ifije'bur%di)eis in the blessing of 

• is-ni.'Li.LiL- •j-j.i n** «t^ii£T. r.iis i ~ i . j ^ i . ^jrptised by a tyranny 
~t threatens the 

,,.__„_.,„. _„ v<r. ̂  ( , idy attacked the 
' i u l l p e e r ' ^ r ' ^ ^ d ^ t 'lyrlnny |g 'atheistic materialism, 

.^heffiei-resVialeddn* conimimigm.or jn>godless humanism. 
' ^ M $ ^ < % ' 9 * e i t t l>o- land and of China, of Jugoslavia 

and of Hungary, and of so many 
otherjffif Aye are to survive as a 
ii;fe c^rhjtlaif nation, then \v# 
xavft be filear-eyed and we must 
he strong. It is the blind and the, 
we^who fall into the pit. | 

We need, first of all, to identic 
ly our enemy; to recognize its 
for what It really is. Some seel: 
(he 'enemy only as a political;, 
stater or Ifroup of states, or 

f mereJyaaan economic system. 
i Spiritual-, vision gives milter' 

intelli(ence of the fact The 
.jeaemy.fa atheistic materialism. 
Whether |t be entrenched in 

lithe «wfam 'of a foreign state,, 
for in one of our own domestic 

:, ^Jiat^iallsmj, that s e i ^ <•> des-
j $0%& JW&'la, *»» «ne««y. 
U%*0\lS$x>n$ $«* , we must 
%sAftong1s Material strength is 
li^ealiryt'W coUrsfc and it* 
prop*r'organization and disposi­

tion a« of immediate'urgency, 
3Sutrnsterial strength; like physh 
.cat jyjjlon, is hot 'enoujtft. This 
nation must loolt to its spiritual 
strength. Our* vast piiysical^ 

;»o«rcef anQ bur masterly techni-
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^gz action, and.in the morality which 
-H; P fn*tftrK< rHiu-inlinp- and oourase. 

«S 

fo»ters' discipline- and courage, 
The true strength? df a "Christian 
3«#0il'}%|jS the power of God 

"" jh^ outweighs all force of 
amis. 

" * • * • * 

tJNFORTUNATELX, in recent 
toea^Uie drift from God and 
from tlie\ spiritual and superna­
tural view, of life has seriously 
weakend thif country., It is true 

.that a rise in church membership 
has' been reported during the 
'past.few" years, hut in the light 
^>ther*jeVldehce, fine is, forced 
to question how significant such 
mere statistics may be. One 
looks In vain for any' correspond-
Jng increase of religion!* bene-
^c^nt^Rflpice upon th#.natio^i. 

Indeed, the .trend in public and 
private morality has been down­
ward; there is an alarming dis­
regard in 'practice for God's 

U, 'Kfeabhini and for God's law. Is 
~ "-Ihere any rfeed to instance, the 

growing eVils in family Jife, the 
-luitful self-indulgence w h i c h 
leads "from birth prevention to 
divhrce, Irom broken homes to 
-the broken lives of youthful de-
frlinquents? Need we adduce in 
-evidence the appalling circula-

ption of indecent literature,- and 
liLthtJoWanoral Jevel of so-much 

Of the public entertainment in 
these days? 

It is not that the, existence of 
God is expressly or generally de­
nied; it is rather that so many 
men. 
tfieir absorption with' the m»: 
terial world which He created. 
There is not yet a deliberate 
turning away from God, but 
there is an excessive preoccupa­
tion with creatures. This form of 
materialism reveals itself as 
secularism In politics and gov­
ernment, as avarice, in business 
and in the professions, and as 
paganism in the personal lives 
and relations of all too many 

itesU^jBfjgMeyi 

Faith, have also falsified the 
wonder which - is. God. To the 
timid - who .^e^at: before, any 
positive assertion, there can be 
no understanding of the majesty 

rJon, which is 
Shallow men prattle ol a 

shadowy world spirit or essence 
of things; of a dim projection of t 
the ego, of a. hypothetical con-; 
struction of the mind for the 
purpose of explaining the hidcien 

Hierarchy Warns Nation On "Atheism1 

(Continued from Paee if goodness and beauty, or of awe the things of earth a>vd of time, ,„ 
' , t « , ' * ' i n t h e P^6"0? «* mystery. Faith and glimpse the things of heaven ̂ r^tianJtyk^Wtsst trtmeatsU 

g« o ii s beneficent influence has to do with knowing, not with and of eternity. From this hh?h Chrl»Manitv:iiivH« Un " " 

Bis»ho|is said., "Indeed, the highest and surest form. Faith is!horizon of human life from oxi 
trend in public and private > the intellectual act by which, uri-, gin to destiny, and nlake the' dls-
morality hiw been downward) der the influence of grace, we; cjj\«,ry that God Is our beginning 
there is an alarming disregard j accept on the authority ,o£. God' and our end. With Faith we 
im|PfortGecd'°ll G^''S te*C,,mS: ; t h e t , , u t h s hy Bim sealed. break through the barriers of 

S *W* ' "By Faith.' we know. It is a j nature, to the supernatural vision laws of nature. The reality is so "Is there ahy need to instance k e y t 0 ktl0wledge, to knowledge of grace, 
warmer, the growing evils'in family life"' . ;» _ . inexpressibly greater, 

more uplifting, more comforting, they asked, "the lustful self-in-
more profoundly influential in diligence which leads from birth 
our lives. God is. He is self-sub- prevention to divorce, from the 

of the highest and noblest char-; In closing, the Bishops warned 
aeter. By Faith, we rise above that a weak and vacillating 

men and women. "This people j s 4 s t l n g ( perfect Being, He is Per-: broken homes to the broken lives 
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honors Me with their lips, bat 
their heart is far -from Me." 
(Mark 7, 6) 

Materialism has brought about 
a decline in the influence of re­
ligion upon American life. Con­
fusion in our thinking and a sort 
6t paralysis of the national will 
have been the inevitable results 
of; this decline. Here then we 
have the source ,of tha^ weakT 
ness which is causing so' much 
concern to meh;.nf ,good? wu!i., 
IJ,niess we arrest, this reBgious. 
v t . . . ... .,.,...*; .-_, „_.jj ^ ^ decline, Mnless we; push back tfte 
^bWsMlnvasrStfdf materialism, 

' ^ t p l f m i 

matter and of the flesh is the) 
way of death; the way of God] 
and of the spirit is the way p£ 
life.1 If we would have life,, we' 
must renew and reaffirm our 
Faith'.in God and in His Christ;: 
we must cling again to that 
Christian moral code which is: 
the American way of life at its* 
purest and its best. 

' • * + + 
WE NEED FAITH, first of all; 

belief in God and In the Son; 
Whom Hftpeiit us. Jesus Christ. 
Faint i f-w^Arst essential of 
hwnto-living.̂  8nt let us be clear; 
-jaaoW "wfiai"we mean by this 
wondroui word. Faith is not a-
meref emotion. It is not a vague 
sentiment of reverence in the 
presence of goodness and beauty,; 
or o|*avte in the presence of 
itiystery.'Faith has to do with 
knowing, not with feeling. It is 
taowledfce in its highest 'and 
surest form. Faith is the intellect 
tual act by which, under the in* 
fluence of grace, we accept on 
the authority of God the truths 
by Him revealed. 
i->By* FaitiVWe know. It is a 
key to knowledge, to knowledge 
of the highest and noblest char­
acter. By Faith, we rise above 
the things of earth and of time 
and gllmpse.the things of heaven 
and of SterW.'Firom this high, 
point of vantage, we sweep the 
horizon of human life from 
origin to deatiny, and make the 
discovery, that God is our begin-
nmgand^uifdend. With Faith w<| 
break througbJthe barriers of na­
ture to the supernatural vision, 
of grace. How they misunder­
stand who consider Faith a mere 
'pious emotion! It is, indeed, the 
surest of all forms of cognitloni 
the word of Him Who knows un­
erringly and speaks with truth* 
because He can neither deceive 
nor be deceived. God Himself is 
both Revealer and Guarantor of 
the truths of Faith. • 

l*t us be clear, too, as to what 
we mean when we utter th$ 
Sacred Name of God. Those wltd 
hav^-.fiQniused. the notion of 

* *« 
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sonal God, all-wise, all-powerful, of \outhful delinquentst Need 
all good, ail-just, all-holy. He is we adduce in evidence the appal-
changeless, eternal, infinite. He, ling circulation of indecent Uter­
is, one God in three Divine Per-.ature, and the low moral level of 
sons. He created us innocent and so much of the public entertain-
holy. He redeemed us after our merit in these days?" 
fall into sin. He sanctifies us. He] T h e prplares s a i d ,t ,g t t h a t 
is our beginning and our final t h e existence .of God is expressly 
purpose or end He lpves us as or genei.aI lv d e n i e d , ..}t ^ r a t h e r 
our,Father with a tender toye,!that s o m e n , Him 
and He wants our fltoal love in anri H i s , a w ln t h e i r

s
a b ^ r p t 5 o n 

return. He gave us His Son as w i t h the t ^ , . w ^ ^ 
our brother, and with, the love H e c r e a t e d . . 
that. surpasses all other loves, 
our Brother laid down His life 
to give, us life eternal. 

Here is the answer to all our 
questioning; the satisfaction 
for. alT our heeds.' The purpose 
of human life can be summed 
tip in the three luminous pro-
jwSltions which define our re­
lationship to God.: we were 
created to kiiow Him, to love 
Him, to serve Him. We were 
created by Kim and for Him. 
We shall find no rest until we 
rest in Him. He is the fulfill­
ment of- all our aspirations -
truth and goodness' and oeahty. 
He is the beginning and the 
end, our origin and our des-

(Continued on Page 6) 

There is not yet a deliberate 
| turning away from God. they 
continued, "hut there is. an ex-
cesslve preoccupation with crea-

• tures." 
' This form of materialism, the 
, Bishops said, res'eals itself as 
secularism, in politics and gov­
ernment, as avarice in business 
and in the professions, and as 
paganism in the personal lives 

jand relations of all too many 
i men and women. ( 
' CALUXG FAITH "the first 
essential of human living," the 

• Bishops said! 
"Faith is not a mere emotion, 

I It is not a vague sentiment of 
'reverence in. the presence of, 
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