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A . “The Emychul Letter
Of Our Most n“““mord

Pius

X

By Divine vaiuem'e Pope

ON THE ROYAL DIGNTTY

‘OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN

MARY AND ON FHE INSTITUTION OF HER FEAST

To Tlu Venerable Bretlnreu ‘
Patriarchs, Primstes, Archbisl\op, Bishopo,
. And fhe othier Local Or
Having Peace Aml Communion With The Apostnlic See

POPE
Venetable

Greetings And A

S XN ‘
Brethren *

postolic Blessing

* ALREADY FROM.the earliest centuries of the Catholic
Church, the Christian people have addressed suppliant pray-
ers and hymns of priise and veneration to the Queen of
Heaven, both wlien they had reason to rejoice and particu-
larly when they were besgt by serious troubles. The hope

placed ik the Mather of the D
vine King, Jesug Chirlst, has
been a weakening of that faith
by which we are faraght that
Mary, the Virgin Mather of God,
reigns with her matermal heart
aver the entire world, jxist as she
is crowned with the diwdem of
royal glory in heavenly blessed-
ness. .

After the Irlghttul calamities
which, under Our very eyes, have
covered, flourishig cities, towns,
and yillages with ruins, We, sor-
rowing, See so many snd. such
great spiritual evils spreading
the,mselges ‘abroad With fearful
N and the vtuactions

fving ‘way and the ctions
cl)f evi] trl’\fmphing We are filled
with great sorrow in this threat:
eninz ‘and’ téarfil dimyger and
thus with contidence We"fly to
Mary Cur Qieen, manitesting not
only ‘pur’ own serige of " fillal
reverénce, “but “also that of -all

thosewho glony ln tm :Chmtun -

narne, - o
It is pleuhu lnd h‘élptli!
rerember-that. We ouriselves, on
the fint diy of “Noverityel of 'the
Holy Year'1950, befole 't huge
multltuq&» of leinlll, Bishopé;
priests,” andhof the. faithiful: weho
hud come there fromi.esrery part
of- the.world, defined the dogma
of the Assyription of the Blexsed
Virgin ‘Mary »-fité  hemven- (1)

where, présent in soul mnd body,|

she reifns: togetherwith her only.

begotten Son.

d‘the‘lmvaﬂy ]
d . the.

these things in this present en-
cyclical letter, So that We may
Tenew the praises of our heaven-
1y Mother, and.-so that We may
encourage a more zealous filial
reverence towards her, to bring
spiritaal zaln to the souls of all
men,
1

Since the Christian people,
even long ago, rightly believed
that she from whom was bom
the Son oI the Most High, the
One who “will reign In the
House: of Jacob forever”, (5) the
“Prince of Peace”, (6) the “King
of kings and the Lord of lords”,
(7) has received singular gifts
Of grace over and above all other
creatures “and since they took
cognizance of the Intimate con-
nection. between the Mother and
the Son, they easily acknowledged
;}e supreme royal dignity of the
other of God,

PopoCiin

Ancient. Writers

Henveo 8 s mot astiaishing
Mﬂuneleuewmenotm

ot 4

it ls that St. Ephrem, l;um

been fn with poetic” inspiration, rep-
- of] reuntar her as speaking in this

here in;; ane—-and apechlly

the .Liberimn: -Basilia; - where
great mulﬁtudq hm sxnanifest:
ond thelf SOkt ardent’ m:ith?h
and thelr m atdent ¢ ¥ to-
wakds the héavenly Mother or—lit
also in all parts of: tha world,
that fillal reverence tovwiid: the
Virgin' Mother - of: ‘God- has: ‘in-
creased moré and'miore, and that!
the principal-- shrines of '
S e
x L man

m'e”ilfiﬁ?m nickired in
p SN N

Eveiyone knowls ut We; a8
often as the.bpportunity: fprelmt
&« itself, *tlm; he

kli:d‘ d. pow:
erful Mother, as. chlldr,eu lhou]d,
with. a. ;tro?g and: tender: Jove,
On. this poir We mayismpeciaily|
cill to mind theradio. ;muugé
which: We addietied 10
ple. of Portugal, whe
culous imageé. of

/y. - which

Fatima, was being
a_golden, disdem:. (3); VA
selves calied that imags. ﬂ;e mu
;{engex: y )ot th & "my of

seriey; of many. mnhlfe-
our mm revmmee tnw

liturggcaly Xféiutu,

irzin z‘ﬁ’y ’iﬁﬂe&n. i
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| o
Y| witholt servile fear” (16)

s/ op of Gdﬁuhntiﬁo le. wrltlng to
= | the . Sd Pon a Incla

k gin and Mother. of ‘God.” (17)

TN

i8] way: “Let ¥leaven sustsin mie in
.g its embrace, because I am hon-

'|ored above it For heaven was
y| not Thy mothiér, but Thou hast
miade it Thy throne, How much
‘more--hoGrablé-and -veherablé
‘than the throne -of a king is his
miother.” (10) And I another
place he thus prays to her «,, .
gir], empiess and . ruler, queen,
Judy, “protect and keép me i
yonr arms Test Satan who causes:
‘evil exult againat me; lest my
wicked foe ‘be gloritied lgaimt
|5 ot
Mary y St Grezory
‘the._Mother..of__the
King of the entiné universe,” and

|thie *Vixgin Mother who brought

forth the King of the enfire
world,” -(12¥ - And Prudentius as-

serts that the mother marvels

| “that she has brought forth God

res:[as. man; and evén ax Supreme

royal dmlt!d the |
Ileued Virgin Mary is clearly

Ve| King” (13)

> Al this

Alreudy frx one of the homilies

‘attribited to Origen, Mary s
called by Eliza

béth, fiot only “the
T of my. Lurd"é but also
m" Lady™ ‘(14°

“The nme thing 1s found in the

1 ﬁritinz: of St. Jerome where she

ntroduces the following state:
ment amildst virios explanations
of - eryi ié: “We ‘should
rea‘li, that M neans Lady
“the Syrfan lariguage. M5

"Hn
- hATter him St. Ch¥ysologis says|

the.. ﬁm thing fn-a-mor€ certain
shilon” {n these words: SThe
ebfew. - name “Mury* means
" 'lﬁu (Lady) ~in’ Latin, The
ef’ therefore sl Her Lidy|.
it ,thé Mother of the Lord,
~the sxthority of hep son
and ciitsed 6 be bom and]|
ealled. the Taady, might be

“Moreaver Eplphwnius; the Bish.|

fflé 'ﬁrﬂyei's
L‘al?, e holy, and gloﬂmm Nir|

m““’"l‘r wdte:;qt that same
orm thisls todeinnly
Bleind -Vixin sttt

" the "ag-@'so: 8
e S{Ig’tggéﬂ\ Mary, f“

s, 1or examp (.H
%MWW

g
,mu, pecey H‘}.gcu.

FOrSrA

od;t
on human form, He today
L poEti Trom —eart

‘| “our glorious Lady, evei Vir:

- }-of all, the true mother of God,”

“ our "predecessor of immortal

¢ her, gladly singing of her win-

} the Ring, art exalted Abov

f rulér of us all* (35) i,

whose womb He, being G

BWenny

Queen of the human race.” (19

And in another place he speglys
of “the Queen of the entir
human race faithful in reality 103
the meéaning of her name, who!
is exalted above all things save
only God | mael!. 20)

Likewise St, Germanus speaks
to the. humble Virgin in these
words: “Be seated, Lady .for it
is fitting that you shouid sit in
a high place since you are a
Queen . ahd glorioux - above: all
kings*

those who dwell on earth.” (22)}
She is called by, St John,
Damascene: “"Queen, ruler.
lady,” (23) and also “the Lad;
ruler of every creature” (24)

whose glorious head is crowned
with & golden .diadem.” (25)

of 'roledb gathers together: al
most all of the titles of honor
ations: “O my Lady,

nmy_ Ruler, hou; whe governs:—
mMotherotmy Lord’. .,
y among-the hnndmaldens.
Queeri amonng_sisters.” “8)

The Thcologuans
And The Popes
The theologians of the Church,,

deriving théir teaching from'
these and almost innumerable

-

long ago, have called the most
Blessed Virgin the Queen of all‘
creatures,
world, and the Lady ruler of 111
things

And the sypreme pastors of
the Church have considered it|
their duty to approve 'and ad-
vance by their own words of
praise the plety of the Chris.
tian ‘people towards the heaven-
ly Mother and Queen. And so,
to pass over the documents of
more recent Pontiffs, it is well
to remember that already in the
seventh century Our predeces-
sor St. Martin I called Mary

gin” (27) St, Agatho. in the
Synodal letter sent to the Fath-
ers of the Sixth 'Ecumenical
Council called her “Our Lady,
really and truly the mother “of

reln +God? (28) -And 4w the efghthi] |

century Gregory II in the Jetter
sent to St. Germanus, the patri.
arch, and read in the Seventh
Ecumenical Council with all the
Fathers applauding, called the
Mother of God: “The Lady ruler

and also “the Lady ruler of all
Christians.” (29)
We' wish aiso to recall that

mempry, Systus IV, touched
' favorably upon the doctrine of
the Immaculate Conception of
the Blessed Virgin beginiing the|
Apostolic Letter “Cum preex-
celsa” (30) with words in which
Mary is called “Queen”, “Who fz
always vigilant to intercede with
the King whon she bore.”
dict XIV also asserted this in his
Apostolic Letter “Gloriosae Dom-
inae” in which Mary is called
“Queen of heaven and earth!
and it is stated that the sover.
eign King has in some way com.
municated His power of ruling
to her, (31)

Consequently” 8t Alphonsus
Liguorl, collecting all the testl-
. monles-of - past-nges; mont-rev.—
_erently wiltes these words:
“Bécausé the Virgin Mary wis
raised up to such ‘a Jofty dig-
nity as %0 be the mother of
the King of Idnp, therefore
rightly an2 deservedly the
‘Church hss honored her with .

the title of “Queen.” 2

n

Furthermore, the s aered
liturgy, which is, as it were, a
faultless mirror of the doetrine
handed down from the elders and
believed by the Christian people
tlirough the course of all the
ages both in thé East and in-the
West has sung praises of the
heavenly Queeni’ and constmtly
sings them. | .

Sacred Liturgy
Hails Mary

Ardent voices from the Eaist
sing out: “O mother of God; to-
day thou art carried into:héaven:
on the chariots of the cherubirm,
the seraphim wait upon thee and
the ranks of the heavénly hoat
bow before thee” (33)

Further: “O Just, O most
‘blessed (Joseph), since thou art
sprung from a royal line, thou
hast been chosen ffom among
bel| all to be spouse of the pure
Queen who in & way which -de-
fies description will give birth- to-
Jesus the King” (34) In addi
tion: “I shall sing & hymn to
the Mother, the. Queen, whom I
shall joyo Iy approxch to-pralse

‘ders . . , Our tohgue cannot
w&rthily praise” thee, ‘O Lady;
Yor thou Who hast borne cm{%n

seraphim [ Hail'~

=

the world; hail, .0

We " réud, | ma over, 1h - thie
¢ Misk Mary, céntet

iei-imm.”mén ven
the“d&rlh iy efitirely imed“
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(21} He' likewise: cllllr
her the Lady' ruler.of all of!

Another ancient writer of thel
Eastern ‘Church “calls her . “the/’
fortunate Queen,* “the perpetual!
Queen beside the King, her Son,”|

And finally St lldephonml }

other testimonies handed down!:

the Queen of the

: 'Q"n( lmucnhto’ he Heart .

sings ‘that ancient and very sweet,
prayer which is known as the.
“Hall Holy Queen” and. the love-
ly antiphons “Eail Heavenly:
‘Queen,” "O Queen of Heaven, Re-,
joice,” and likewise those which
we are accustomed o recite on
feasts of the Blessed .Virgin
Mary: “The Queen stood at Thy
right hand in golden vesture. suj»

rounded with beauty” (37);
“Heaven and earth praise thee
as a powerful Queeh” (38); “To

day the Virgin Mary ucendrthe
heavens: rejoice because she
reigns with Christ forever (39)

Litany of Loreto which mly
invites the Christian people to
call upon Mary as Queen. Like-
wise, for many centuries past,
Christians have been accus:
fomed {0 meditiite upon the
ruling power of Mary which
embraces heavem, ind earth
when they consider the tifth
glorious mystery of the Ros.
ary which ean be called the
mystical crown of the heaven..’
ly Queen,

Finally, art which iz based
upon Christian principles ang is
animated by their apirit as some:
thing ' which faithfully inter.]
prets the sincere and freely ex

by pressed filial revereijce of  the

faithful, since. the Council of
Ephesus portrays Mary as Queen
and empress aeated upon a royal
throne adorned’ with the royil
insignia, crowned with the royal
diadem and surrounded by the
host of the angels and the saints
in heaven and ruling not only
nature and its powers but also
over the Machinations of Satan

Jeonography, to._xepresent_thel .,
royal dignity of the Blessed Vir

gin Mary, has always been en:
riched with works of the high-
est artistic value and.the great-
est beauty. and has gone so far
as to represent colortully the
divine redeemer crowning his
‘othier ‘with..a splendid _diadem.

‘The Roman Pontiifs. . favor.
ing this devation of t&e peo-
ple, luve ofi€n decorated with
8 .crown, either periopally or
through . representatives, .the
images of the Virgin moﬂwr.
God which-. were
tingulshed by .publls vener-
ation, ..

]}

As we have already lndlcated
above, venerable brethren, ‘the
basic principle upon which-Mary's
royal dignity rests, & principle
already evident in the documents
handed down by the elders long
ago and In the sacred liturgy, is
without dojibt her divine miatérn-
ity, In the sicred serijtures we,
read this' statément sbout,the
Son whom the Virgin will-con.
ceive: “He shall be called great,

and shall be called ﬂnghSon ol )

the Most High; and
God will give him the, tbrona ot
David his father, ‘and ‘he’ sha
be king over the. liouse o David
forever: &nd of His Kingdom
there  shall be’ 7o ‘*end." (40)
zAﬁq_q_ggrﬂwmoré Mary Is called
"Mothet' of the Lﬁra." 41y}
From this it is easlly deduced
that shé 16t Is
broight ‘forth a Sony who, at the
very momient. that he was con:
ceived,way,” by reason of the

hypbsthtlc uriloh of the. human ‘FK

nature with the Wioid, eyen #a
f [, King and L'ur& of alt*’ihings‘
AS'a feﬂult, St
 could  righ && find,, deservedly
write these words: “Truly she
hay WMLJ:LMfuler' of
ih of, themt‘:?e o> (42)
| mother: ator.
ged| And it can likeyise “be sald that
d| the :rrst one who with heavenly
voice announded Maxy's royil of-

¢ ‘sarictity ‘of thy glory.” (38
Fhﬂr&irgm.ﬁtuﬂn ,
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Queen since she| from ail

John D?maséené ri

is thie| Ads

Now. the most B]essed ergln
Mary is to be called Queen not
oply by reason of her divine ma-
Jternity, but also because by the
will of God she has had an et
‘standing part in the work of our
eternal salvation. “What more
Dleasant or gweeter thought could
we have,” wrole our predécessor | we
of happy memory, Plus XI, “than
that Christ rules over us not only
by netive right but also by’ an
acquired right, namely that of
the redemption? Would . that all
men who have forgotten how

might remember: ‘You were re.|

, | diéemed . . . not with perishable|
{things, with silver or gold, but

with the precious bBlood of

blemish and without spot’ (43)|t

has purchased us. (45):
Now, in

Blessad Virgin. Mary - Was - cers

Christ. - Appropriately, therefore,
we sing in the sacred liturgy:|
“Holy Mary the:Quetn of heaven
and the Lady ruler of the world
was standing, sorrowful, by tne
cross of

in_the. M

of all. Fof God is the

and Mary is the Lady ruler

wal dignity thio
which she has merited." (47)
As Chrixt_is our Lord and
liing by a upecbt Hile’ beum
He redeemed

¥ tor,
ani briaging “shout our Nalva.
:iao)n tn c s!nguln- manner.” .

Fronr theae premibes ihe tol-
lowing arglment ig drawn.,, , Mary.
was, by ‘the’ will of God, assocl-
ated . with _Jesus Christ, the
principle of salvation itsel?, in
bringing . about spirituad salvi-
M 1 oAt whs quliel

AL 19 the: way.in which Eve}
was assot téd W)i' 2 heé

n, gvA; accom"piished
& certatnl ' “tecapitula.
ch-a:virgin is instru-
g the human race
way. instrumen.

death ('33) Mgmva, it can also
- this rmost glorioys

loved moiher of]
y. 5o’ that &he
" His asgociste in
iption, ot ‘the huthan,
Actua]lyr “It  was
. EXe "who, free

all .sin;. origina) .of / per-
sonal,. arid dlways toost Intimate-
ly united with lier Son, offered
-Him on” Golgathe to the Eternal
ther for all the— chfldren of
Adam. Sin. sﬁgmed by this un
happy.-fal),” n‘nd“ ey imther"
ght, andwmotﬁer’i love were
lnﬂ éd L the ho bs:nust." (5D

i o e e
£a no
Bt M Tt Son. ol
Réﬂéeﬁér;q use He Is our

%g by & certain kind
e’most glesm Vi

much we have cost our Saviour

Christ, ‘as of a lamb without

‘We are no longex our own for
‘at a great price* (44) ‘Christ

accomplishing this
work of the redémption the Most

tainly intimately associated with

our Lord. Jesus
Christ.” {46) Wherefore, as even
ddle .Ages, s very pigus
student of St .Anselm wrote,
“As ... . God is the Father-and
Lord of all things preparing all
by his power, so the Blessad
Mayy, repairing all things by her
merits “is the mother and Tuler
Lord of ail:
things, in each comstitating by
His commund in its own natu:ge

£

all in restoring each to iis origh|
LETace

making it subject tol

Md’ry Shcm

Royal Dignity
‘;-And 5o it is that Jesus Ghirist
od and man, is King in'
proper, and absolute
£ the ‘term: Yet Mary| -
Ithough in a vestricied way
nd only by analogy, shares- in
ie Toyal dignity as the mother
. Christ who is God, as His as.
In the labory of the Di-

uggle aghinst ¥
u:he‘ vlct%ry Hé won over them
From this assoclatidn with
st the King she oblains a
ndor and eminence surpass-
gxcellence ~of all created
7 From " this nssocgation
lst ‘comes “the royal
ction” by which: she can dis-
srge the treasurés of the Divine
mer's K}pgdom Finakly,
‘om this association with Christ
mes the unfailing efficacy .ot
ér maternal “intexcession “with
i Soq ‘and ‘with the Father,

s, odoubiwhqt-oever
o oly Mary sux

ﬁa

ks %o '}"

Ry tlut “‘There Is #n” [nﬂnlh!
difference between God’s ser-

vanty snd His llother (84)

In. order to understmd ik
'most exalted grade of dignity
-which the mother-of God
tained pbove all cmnted things,.

should. recnll tm
mother of God was, AlreadL
the tirst moment of her concep:
tion, filled with. such an abynd-| .
ance of ‘graces as to mirpass the
grace of'all the Saints, Hence, <~
ax our pridecessor of' hlppy
memory; Plus IX, wrote “in his

Apastolle Tatter . the In

ly ‘endowed her above il the
angels and Saints with the abun-
of all Heavéily gitts Trom:

she, alwiys completely free from
every staln of sih and entiredy
beautiful and ‘perfect, possesses’
such & ;lullnm of Inhotenice anad'
Yioliness “that' under God nho

greater ‘than this is understoott
drid that no one other than God
Himself cm ‘ever know.” (55)

_Christ's Mother
Has Royal Pewer
- Moreover, the Bleited Virgin

has not conly récelved the gride
of excellence and, perfection

Christ Himséit' but 1ias alio re.
celved soriie sharing of that
efticacy by which her Son and
our Redeemer I8 -rightly and
properly’ said 'to reign over the
minds' and yills of men. For it
the, word, of God performs mixr-
aclés and gives grace through
the Humanity He 'has assumed,
if "He employs the Sikcraments
-and—-His—Sats—as-~instroments;
for the nlvltlon ‘of souls, why

i should H& not uge“!:m mother™s

office #nd ‘efforts o bring us
‘the Iruits of the Rédemption. As
QOur predecessor of immortal
mémory, Pius IX, said: *Turning

(56) On this subject another of
Ouir predecessors of happy mem- | ed.
ory, Leo XIII, has sald that in iy

the distribution of graces an “al-

| most-immessurable power” was

+| givén to the most Blessed Vir-
gin Mary. (57) St. Pius X adds
thiat Mary- performs this func-
tionr “as- it were by a mother's|*
right” (58)

Theérefore, let all Christ's
faithtal glory ih the fact that
theéy are subject to the rule of
the Vifgin Mother of God who
both enjoys roysl power. and
Biirns with a mothe#’s love.

the word of God take care to
avofd certain deviations lest they |
fall into twolold error, Let them
beware of teachings that Jack
foundation, and: that, by misuse
of words, exceed the bounds of

truth, And let. them beware of: ?;‘3‘

too préat a-narrownesk of iind |
when they -are considering: that
unique, completely exalted;, in

" deed almost divine dignily of the

Muthér af God which €hé Angelic

it| Doctor teaches we: must ittribute §

t6 her “by teason of the Infinite

good which j&Ged.” (59)
Moreovet, in this pnrt of Chris.

tian doctrine mg.in others,, the

" b!iving"m ‘_latw im

Aar” s :»v,\a- £ St
PRy

‘5Wommdg|m¢

has ob-{
ho‘ly

dau
%mury of the Divinity that |

which {s. supremé after that of

,s’j‘l&i'ﬂ:‘.: P, I, LXIIE, 8 1.
Yét, in thesa and other ques- | 19

| tlons about thie Blessed Virgin ip,
let theologians and p’reachers of

faith only obscumly and,. a8 |

versal norm of tuth.” (60
"I
Therefore, fromthe monuments
of Christian mtiquily, from
liturgical prayers, from the
Christian peoples profaumd

sense of religion, and from the
works of art that have been pro-

ments asserting that the Virgin
Mother of God posseses rayal
dignity. Likewise We have prov-
ed that the~anuments which
sacred theology has constructed
by reasoning fram the deposit of
divine faith comjletely confirm-
ed this same tuth. From so
mally testimondws gathered to-
gether there 1s formed "as it
were, a far-sounding chorus that
praises the high eminence of the
royal hanor of the Mother og
God- and men to whom all cre-|

. |ated things are subject and,who

1is “exalted above the cholis of
{the angels unto heavenly king-

| doms.” (61)

- Mary Queen
" Feast Slated

" Since, after bng snd care-
ful consideratim We lhave’
ocome to the onelusion that

' |' great benefits ‘will scrue to -

the Church it thit solldly estab-
lished fruth. were fo mhine
forth even moxs cleatly to sll,
like s bright lght plsced on

| its pedestsl, We by  Our Apos-

tolie Power, deree mid Imitl

Queen .to be celebrated tlnongh-
out. the. entire worl -eyery
year on May Sl:And likewise.
c‘m]

greater. confideniy mow than be-
fore to the throm of meércy.and
grace of ‘our Quxen and Mother

‘ably perfect God “s¢" mmuﬂtu- }“*‘b‘l help In “iifficulty, light

and jolace In trou-;
ble- -and sorrow, And, what is
very ﬂ}:;po;;itﬁnt. lleat {h;m strlze

emseles rom the
sérvitude of sin, Let fhem pay

hexi'children to thy Toyal scepter
of “‘that great-Motiver. May fer
shilnes be fllled with & ‘miltl-
tide of people, and may her

" {lemsts be telebiited, May her

Rosiary be found {n the hipd
of 4l May she pther togeiher
smiall groups or gremt multitudes
of Christ’s faith{il in churches,
In homes, in hopitals, and In
prisons, to sing her pralies. May
the name of My, which is
sweeter than necar and more
precious than any jawel, b givén.
the highest hono. Let no one
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