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Sf Francis Of Assisi Parish, Rochesfer, Started

Few Rochester parishes had a move humble beginning
than St. Francis of Assisi which 25 years ago converted a
former theater building in Whitney Street into a church
that continues toserve asa house of worship for the parish

25 Years Ago In Ne:ghborhood Theater Bu:ldmg

to the present day.

In this Whitney Street church next Sunday (Oet. 10) at
11 a.m. Father Joseph Cnrmclone, pastor, will celebrate
Mass marking the 25th annivexsary of the parish’s establish-
ment. Hig Excellency Bishop Kearney will preside and preach

the sermon.

- History of the parish dates back to Aug. 15, 1929 when|

‘Bighop John ¥rancis 0'Hern solemnly blessed the new St

Francis of Assisi Church building which prior to its conse-|.

cration, served not only as a theatexr but later as a garage,

The Rev. (Later Monsignor)
Adolph L. Gabbanl was the first
pastor of St. Francis. The lower
fiat of a hotuse at 81 Whitney St,
next door "to the church, was
rented from the Spoto family
and used as the first rectoxy, A
small cotiage was purchased on
June 29, 1930, and used as a
meeting han for parish societies.
A garage was later bullt next to
it.

.

‘l‘lm E’l‘. REV. MSGR. John
M. Dufty, présently pastor of St.
,Augustlne Church bt thers ‘Dio-
.cesan Syperintendent of Schools,
“used to heax confessions and-cel- |
ebrate Sunday Mass Guring those

«first years of the parish,

‘ n the spring of 1931, Father
Gabbani moved into his new rec-
tory at 401 Orange St. :

S)\,mday School was conducted
in the church writh students from
St. Bernard Seminary histruct-
ing. During the week, several
priests from the diocete would
conduct catechism clmsses En_the
Charles Settlement Eouse with

* the assistance of Miss Bertha

« Martens:

The number of childrén from

public grammar schools cate-

chized in those days averaged’
about 750. Public High wschool]

students were not released for
classes at that time. Wheny this
began In 1M1, the first clus
numbered 275 students.

THE NUMBER of grammmr
schoo] students- under instrrction
todgy has dropped to approxi-
mately 500, with about 220 high
school ~studmts’ enrolled. The

. parish now has ahotat 125 chil-
dren-efirolled in parochial schools
_and sbout. %' i!l Cl:thqllc hlgh
- schools. .

. Sundly conoctioux durinz

those days of depression aver.
aged about $65 a week. The low
 point was reached in 1933 when
the average was $54.

Baptisms also reached a low
point that year with only 84
bables baptized. High year for
Baptisms was 1948 when there
were 154, Last year there were
163 Baptisms in the paxish.

onfirmations were high qur-
ing these early years. There were
152 Confirmations in 1934 with
the high point reached in 1937
when there were 163.

THE NUMBER of marriages

are now: about 35 to 45 a year.
In 1941 the number rose to 73
and the two years following the
war recorded a total of 168 mar-
tlages. The death rate has re-
mained ‘fairly constant, averag.
ing between 30 to 40 deaths a
year. The- number of Commun-
fons rose from 17,000 in the first
years to 35000 during the war
years. Highest recorded attend-
ance at Sunday Mass was on
Aprit 16, 1939, when 2236 per
sons  attended St. Francis
Church. 1

In the spring of 1933, Bishop
O'Hern died and was succeeded
lby Archbishop Mooney who be.
catme Archblshop-Blshop of Roch.
ester.

The Rev. Joseph A. Cirrin.
cone, one of the newly or
dained priests of the Si, Bern-
nard Seminary Class of 1834
was sappointed the finst full
‘time asslstant "of St. Francls
on July 1, 1934,

» The followln; Mpy. the Rev.

mmuoh,morse. Fran

3
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L in the early years of the parish -
were about the same as they'

- §t, Francis of Au

cis of Assisi Chureh In Auburn,
died and Father Gathmnl wan
appointed pastor of that par-

ish,

Archbishop Muwney ap-

~olnted Father Cirriicione as
administrator of the Rochester
Church., These changes took

place on June 1, 18%.
One month

later, the Rev.
Thomas J. Manley, a newly or|;]
dained priest, was assignéd

to

St. Francis as assistant pastor.
Father Manley was given: charge
of the Sodality.

To supplement the meagre In

come of the parish, virious card!

parties, raffles, bazaars,
and dances used to be held In

spite of this,

suppers

It was necessary

to borrow $350 to pay for a fur-

nace in the rectory and for paint:]

irig the interior of the church.
St. Francis of Assiii was es-
tablished as an “Italign National
Parish” in 1933, having hitherto
been a mission directly under
the bishop. Parish lnes went
along the New Yok Central
Railroad (Main Line) to the in.
tersection aof Brown St., to the
middle of Allen St., to the Sub.
way; along the Subway to the

NYCRR,

south and

west of

Lyell Ave, to the city line and
along the city line on the west,
A summer school wis conduct.

Feast ot St

SHORTLY

e year,

ed in 1936 with the asistance of
Sisters Carita and Maris Stella
_|og 8§S. Peter and Pml Church.
R .| Classes were held in the club
house and in the rectory gorden,

Father Manley was succeeded
as assistant pastor by the Rev.
John M Mer]dlnger in Jure of
1193, -

on the

rancis of Asxisi,

AFTER |

“{{'the outdoor statue of St. I-‘rmcis
was solemnly blessed A double
fouse was purchased at 77 Whit-
ney St. on Sept. 28, 1937, to be
fused ds a rectory.
‘I On -November 11, 1037, His Ex-
leellency Bishop Jamu E. Kear
ney was Installed as the fifth
Bishop of the Rochester See to
succeed Archbishop Mooney who
earliet had been raméd to head
the Archdiocese of Detroit.

Bishop

Kearney's arrival in Rochester,
Father Clrrinclone was appoint:
ed pastor of St Frands and he
was installed in office by the Rt

Rev. Msgr.

William M.

Hart,

V.G., on the vigll of the Feast of
the Immaculate Conctption, Dec.
7, 1937. On Feb, 14, 108, the par
ish was Jncorporated under the
Francis of Assisl

title of St.

Church of Rochester, N. Y

Catechism - classes vere trans-
ferred from the Chales Settle-
ment House to the clubhouse and
to the church inthe fall of 1938,
The need for' a catechetical cen.
ter was now gréatei than sver.

Plans were launchej for- the
cbnstrucﬂon of a paish Boy¥
Center, and in the spring of 1940,
a site was purchasel at 69-71

with a special commillee of bus.
ineistrien hendéd By Charles M,
‘Dispenza and the lsle Chiisto-
pher 'H. D'Amaida to map plans
for citywide support of the new

center.

',

On Sunday,

Michael Rogers.

cipal speaker.

cal rooms,
room

able
ganes.

Lake,

Parishioners wers iiready con-
trituting to- the fumd for the
center. It was hoped to bulld the
center entirely-from donated Ia-
bor to help keep expemm down.
June 9, .
bresking ceremonies were held
with the Rev. John Duilly and
Judge Charles Lamblase ax prin-
cipl speakers. Excavation start
ed the next day. Wark continued
al]l summer and advariced sufft
cienlly by fall to have the cor
nenstone ceremony on. Swunday,
Okxct, 6. Monsignor Hart oﬂlclated
at the ceremony and the princl.
pal speaker was City Judgé

NINE MONTHS. mm the
groundbreaking cerermony,
Sunday. March 9, 1941, Bishop; &
Kewney blessed the niew build-}
ing and ‘celebrated MEass there,
More than 450 persons assembled
in the auditorium in the evening
when the dedication dinner was
held. ‘The late Father Flanagan
(Msgr. Edward A. Firnagan¥ di
rector of Boys Town, was prin-

The final cost of the huilding, |
incduding equipment,
500, The new Boys' Center con-
‘tained, in addition to catechetl
a large recreation
in the basement and a
large auditorium with stage on
the _main floor. This. . was--suit-
for basketball and other

A BUS WAS domted to the
parish in 1941 by C.
entbling Father Cirrincione to
eay out his proptarri for the
young people of the parish. A
cottage was purchaseed at Con-
esus Lake and it hecame a fa
milar sight to see the St 'Fran.
cis of Assisi bus, filled with
volingsters, headed for Conexul

Father Merkiinger
L Witniey St-Bishop - Kexrmiey roret [Ceeisa a8 ASSISIATTE pRstor by -
Rel. Thomas X, Clary in June
of 142, This year alio, the houss|
at 77 ‘Whitney, St. was converted
into & rectory. The war years
creited a shortage of priests in
the diccese and St. Francls was | ;

ground

on

was $12.

P. Ward

was

| summer of 1944 to raise money

organ

$families, The house at 401 Or-|
{ange St was vacated by its ten.
-:msl ;td 1945h mc: kwit;\‘ funds 1950,
" furiished by the Hickey-Freeman

i > 4 Biuhop Kearney led the’ Famll‘y
Rosary for Peace on July 2, t
day that Father White was pré-
lsenited fo the, parish, and, blessed
the new.shrine of St, “Jokeph ln
the Rose- Garden.:

- statue...of-Qur-Lady-of- The-Ros-{}-

“{wood by the famous Portiguese

; IMmmFngﬂu
1 Dusty Rhodes

SUg- |4 3

.|Rev,

Teft without m
194 to 1M486.
A campaign was begun in the

asuistant trom

for a new church organ, The
campaign was suctessful, but
due to shortage of materials, de-
Advery was delayed until 1947,
“The organ was blessed on Sun-|
day, March 9, 1947, annivetsax‘y
of the opening of the Boys' Cen-
ter, by Bishop Kearney before
Mass. Philip Kreckel played an
recital that afternoon.

ON MARCH 4, 1M3, a double
hoyse was purchased at 81 Whit:
ey St. It was hoped to ;1se hit
- -sime day as a convent but.in the,.
Tieantime it was rented to- twe Rosary on’

studios' of

Clithing Co., it was converted
into @ -Girls® Center. Bishop Kear-
ney. Blessed: It on Sunday, Jan-
uary 26, 1946,

The Rev. Francis H. Vogt was
weltoxried by thé parish on Sun:
day, May 12, 146 af its new as. |
sistant. Father Vogt had’ been
servig a8 an u-my chn‘pmn
Europe.

The Holy- Name Soclety, which
had cHiscontinued ~meetings -durs
ing the war, was revived and be.{the Pope.
came  active -again. Shgrﬂy aftert’
ordnmtion, - the Rev. A
Calimeerl reported to.
-?;4 7& second asﬂstantﬁﬁyiuﬁ. HlAnk-

The fiist of & sexles of Nayenas.
. 3n homor of Qur Lady of Fatima
for the Conversion of Russia and
World Peace was begun on Sun-

In|of ~1950°

the

AP A AT TR

established ln the pprlsh by the
Howard B,
of ‘Chicago and the tirs meeting
was held Nov, 21, 1948;.

The pastor left for anather pil-
grimage to Fatima and Lourdes
in August of 1949. On his re-
turn he brought back another
statue of the Immagculate Heart
of "Mary, also carved by Thedim
and blessed by - the I—Ioly Father.

FAMILY ROSARY !or Pedce
radio broadcasts were inaugurat-
ed by Father Cirrincione on
March 4, 1850 over WSAY. The
first brogdcastx orlginated at the

,ammgements
them to " originate in the Girls*
Center, Bisliop Kearnéy Jed the

The Reyv. Wdllla
wha had just been ordained._suc-
ceeded Father Vogt in July of

" Father -Clirincione lett for ®
Holy Year pil
and again brought batk
a statue, this time of:-the Sacred.
Heart. The statue was again
-carved hy Thedim xlﬂd bleued by

Thit fall, & new ucrlsty wls
'ﬂdqai 1o thq church, The last of
church debt was paid afid
‘were made to rdlse money
1to- complétely redecorate: the
church, Work began I Febrhiry

‘of 1951 :ind progressed through - have - fnemben‘gvallnbk"
sp ng.

romeaeg sy é[}"ﬂ},

St. Francis of Assisi Boy#

blessed the redecorated . chiirchy
on Sunday, Nov, 28, i

IBE!I!:V’.B!OHA p|
¢. O'Connell succeeded Fither
Calimeri and in -June .of 1953,
Father White was transferred, | ir
leaving thé church&wlth onlx one Rog
assistant,, :

During the few years of lts :
existence, The Family Rdgl
for Peace had become a diopesa
Institutioh:” It becy, ‘e

Rafferty, O.Carm.

Rosary Shrine ‘
'months. > § ol 8

As & tpeclal mtun* ot.ﬂfe'tull
Marian Year, Bishop Kear ey
gave permission for an evening
Mass fo follow the Thyirsday|
night broadeasts. ‘The Family.
Ropary for Peace is now in its;
titth year and has accounted for | Yoari
almost 40,000,000 :omles.i R

In June, 1954, Hie Rev. E.
Charles Bater was aﬁplbofnted fo}
St. Francis to take piawut;
Father O'Coriiiell.‘ i

the station, but ldter
¢re; made  for

the ‘opening night.
F, White,

parish school in con|
this year's” Silvep- Jublln-'
bration have b qu dq
cause of the expénse
Steps have been taken
to intensify. the work o; he
ligious iristruction.of:the
"An 1nvitht§‘on t
conven the - pafls
extended to a community "
ters who dedicate themselves t
catechetical instruction. of
school childrén and vi
&, The Sister; hnve

CA—

grimage in August

Blshop “Kearney

oy
'I'hey wln lhre

day, January 11, 148, Thit eve.
fnlng. Father Ch:rlncione began

mries of weekly radio talks on
. the ¥Eory of: Fatima over WSAY.
+The Waomen's Eucharistic
' Teaguae held its €irst Holy Hour
on Miarch 27, 1948, Attendance
“then was about 79 women, but
~the orglniati(m now numbers
-about 35 women,

FATHER CIRRINCIONE left
for a pllgrimage to Fatima and
Rome on May 7, 1948. Before
[ Jeavinng the men of the parish
F Jaunched piats for a shrine dedi
cated {0 Qur Lady in_the lot be-
tweerz the church and the Girly'
.Center. Father Cirrincione re.
tunedd at the end of May with a

-

ary of Fatims, carved out of
sculptor, Jose Thedim, and bless.
#d by Pope Plus XII. It was
soleiranly pIaced in the wnlting
shrines,

- A chapter of the Third Order
of Our Lady of Mt, Carmel was

To mu.u "

..
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Now l{crk = (NG} — The
man_ who tayght Jimd (Dusty)
 Rhodes of the New York Giants
w to.swing that powerful bat
a Ciatholie pilest. :
i name is Father J. Maleolm |

y and he’s statigned at
St Amdrew’l Church in Mont

. FHE GLANT who equalled an
lll e World Series record for
inche hits with three--straight

wille:  telping  to batter .the

eveland, gndiar  into four
tralght aefeqlt; in ﬂl\e World
wag- a -year-o d orphan
ing the fine ‘points of
lie AN when he came to the
mﬁon of Father Ratfferty.
;busty Rhodés is not a Catho-
¢, bt that Rﬁ?éi:w no T%i!terencet
, The pries
54 ;oacﬁcd Him in

&k llths play on
hy hret{c téaimy. Dusty ‘was
,lmrtg 2 lony béll even then.
Xie was pulling too many
tigl homers toward the foul :

FRTANS

Tough chmo mckof lined wnh cosy >
~ Hlannel quilting. Bright rod Bricks
- pattern the flannel. . ¢

‘Black or nayy. 3 (67 -,

ﬁr;gﬁt id Bi‘icks pcmems,
Iong slcevc ﬂannel shurt. i
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