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- Geneva, N.Y,, will receive this week a fiffy-page book as;

'Son! Of Sl-epllen

50-Year Hi fory Of St. Stephen's Parish, Geneva,
Recalls Growth Of Faith In F:nger _:L‘ake
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‘Parishioners and friends of St. Stephen’s Church,[

souvenir of the Golden Jubilee observance. Prepared by the

Rev, Thonias C. Kane, it chron:
fcles and fllustrates the history
of God’s grace in this parish in
the heart of the Finger Lakes'
region. Following is a summary
of Father Kane's book' “The
Song of Stephen.” L

COHRIST has told us, “In My

. Father's House there are many

Mansions.” In Geneva, because of
the generosity and kininess of

. the Priests. and People, there are

two of these mansions—houses
of the Kingdom of God on earth.
One is dedicated to a great
Bishop, St. Francly DeSales. The
other is dedicated to the first
Martyr, St. Stephen. Each par-
ish, as- all Catholic parishes, i
engaged in making effedtive the
prayer of Christ for His disciples
‘*That ‘all may be one, 88 Thou.
Father, in Me, and I in Thée."

GENEVA has long been notéd
for its strong Catholic lraditions
of devotion and loyalty, As the
twentieth century dawned, how-
ever, the pioneer parish of St.
Franels DeSales was over-
crowded, its Iacilxtles taxed. tp
the limit.

On June 12; 1904, the Very Rev.
Willlam A, Mel)onald. pastor at

. St. Francls; told his ‘people that

" dained Him-&

a ntw parish was-to be organ-
ized in Geneva. The histpric “0ld
Dutch Church” on Main Street,
which had served as a parish
hall since 1891, would serve as
& chuech for the .new parish.
Father McDonald also announced
that the Assistant Priest at St
Francis, the Rev. Stephen Me-
addenn would be the pastor of
this second parish.

Father McPadden had been
‘born fin Rochester, N.Y,, in 1812,
and educated. A St, Andrew’s and
St. Bernard’s:Semiiaries, Bishop
Bernard A. MceQuald; girst Bishop
of the Rochester Diocese,  or-

priest on May 30, |-
18% and nppolnted Thion Assistant
to St ¥rancis in Geneva,

He had a great devolion to
his own Patron Saint, §t. Ste-
plien, the fint Maxtyr, aud
xequented that this be the tith
of the- new church,

3

“The girst Holy Mass was cele- |-

brated on Sunday, July 3, 1904,
at 8 o’clock, by Father McDonald,
and the next Mass at 1030 was.
eelebmeﬁ by Father MePadden.

TEES of the new St: Ste-:
g.lenl pnrhh:gwere Mr. Thomas:

Ihl:%orc At :ﬂrM:;: smg‘:‘iey who:
been'the “tirst persoh to con=
trjbuh"‘t ward the just.stablish<

by giving Father Me<]

Padden; a $100 bill ana ltu't for’
& parish treasury.

William H. Miller was the firit

ehlld to be Baptized in St,- Ste-

phen's;” on Oct, 2, 1904. Thre: first-

" wedding took place Sept, 23 wh!m

‘Miss Mary Casey becamg

LY

wife 6L Edward Walsh, :
THE * FIRST SCHOOL viaw'|-

Famous Choir .
At 5t. Stephen's

Cholr Is justly famous In Geen.

lsed by Father Stephen McPad.

choir never avoided its respon:
sibllity by aitempling ‘mere
“epny” music. Father Finn, of
Faulist Choir fame, visited Gen.
eva to assist in the earxly pro.
grams.

The boys practiced regularly
every Monday and Wednesday

St, Stephen’s Men's and Boys' |

ova for [ts tradition - of fihiio|
church muaic, ()rl;lnllly ‘organ: |

dén and Sister Pancratis, the|

after school, and retursned for|%

full choir practice with the men
on Thursidny evenings,

Choir boys were drilled {0 pro-|

nounce their Latin clemarly and
ocorrectly, and to render thelr
notes properly. For many years,
s summer home at Valols was

maintained by the parishe and the |
cholr hiad » two Weel’s. vacation |

"{ and music school st the Iake sideé.

Only recently, a new orgsn has
been installed and the cholr looks
forward to an even greamter mu.

sical  heritage for the ye-n i

shead.

Rose Gallagher.

FINANCIAL RECORDS of the
early days indicate that “the peos
ple pitched in with a generous

will to raise funds for their pa N

ish, Although the first Sundmy's:
collection was » mere $50, & lawn'

fete in August, 1904 netted thef

sum of $551 and an operétta;,

gl

“The Mikado,” In September,
:;ought another $380 into the
u . o

At 1he end of 1904, expenmes.
were over $12000 and income.
was less than $4,000. The parish
wu in debt but the extraordinary

- of establishing the
«pn'llh would not-be repeated and
priest and people looked cour:

lageously into 1905.

THE SISTERS who tamught at
St. Stephen’s lived on FPulteney
St. in one of the houses pur-
chased in 1904, A. second house
ot the-property was used as a
Rectory, In 1910, when ground

'was to be broken for the present:

church, the conventhouse had

hd Mr. - D&niﬂ I':‘Tf'to be removed, 5o the present De.
'Sales convent wag purchased and,

enlarged. Finally, in 192, the
pment convent on High Street
‘'wis selected as home for the

*: Both Geneva parishés wexe.

Jearn that a priest fonnerl_v
Aukhnt at 8t. Francis had

‘heen: nuned s co-sdutor Bish-
#p, ¥our years later, e wizc
eeedei -Rishop McQualid and be.
‘came Bochuter'l seconid

houstd Himbly In the hisement | Bishop.

of the cliurch, in the vesiry, and
in two Topms of the Page House,
across the street. The fiist grad-
uating class of four scholirs coli-

- In the auturnn of 1905, &
Grand Falr was held in the State
Armory. It opened with Mayor
George F. Licht as special guest

sisted of Erancls and' Wnillm

Th‘ose Fine Wmes
: nclahborhnud

q w*

are sold ct most
hquor sto:u.\_.,

»
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Loman, Howard Sparrow and | |

'Sisters of St. Stephen’s,school.
delighted in May of IWS 0

Arpd had to beé extended an extu,

e e Sy T

\veek because it was :uch a tne-
endous expense. . Jocal

prizes® which helped fo attract
Genevans, Emig and Hatmaker
donated & gas table lamp; the
S t Foundry gave.a Parlor
Range; the Geneva Wagon Com.
pany, & buggy; and Dye Brothers
of S r;cuse sent. twenty buggy
whi ,Bccelptl‘ of the ngr to-
tailed. $7,800,

- 'G‘l‘ound was broken for the
sew -and permanesit St: Ste.

phen's Church May 9, 1810,
Bishop' Hickey performed the
ceremony. on the occaslon of
Hin first canonical visit to the
perish. On July 8, 1919; the
comer-stone waa put into iis
Plsce by Bishop Hickey and
thix:ceremony on’ 5+ hot sum-
mer day was lmnded by. sev.

A ml thouuml reiﬂeltc ol tllo
.- clty. The church-‘was ready for
s donated excep oml “grand’

use wilhin two years and was
dedicated Sept. 1, 1912,

‘The Gehéva Dally Tiniek in its
edlt,orial termed the ‘new St
Stephen's, “an ornament to the
city, and a monument to the
Catholics . . . such a_ building
represents energy, determina-
tion, self. sacritice, generosity
and endless labors on the part of
the people and Pastor.”

ST, STEPHEN'S classic Gothic
style is famous for its architec-
tural beauty, Its- mellow lime-
stone exterior is an invitation to
enter the qulet shadows of the
interior. Over 'the lLigh altat ix
*The Martyrdom of St. Stephen,”
painted by the New York artist,
Mr. Frederitk Wilson. Hand-

' Objectionablée

~ The group voted to order 600
coples of a list of objectionable
comics currently sold by maga.
zine dealers. About 20 copies of
the list will be distributed to key
organizations. and’ lndxviduajs
the four coutities. .

Mayor Gardner’ of Lyons re.
ported that representatives of
more than 25 orgahizations: in
|that community weré to meet to
|discuss the comic book problem
in Lyons.

_Mayor Gerlach of Waterloo
urged the other mayors to in-.

| [spect the books their own chil

dren were reading., He also an-
nounced plans to inspect reading
material being offered in Water-
loo barber shops and luggested
other mayors might ' want to do
likewise,

‘The mayors agreed -to hold
regular meetings  the second
Monday of each"‘month at 7‘30

‘ i

Mayors Map Drive Agai

Genéva — The Four-County Mayors. Association, com-
prising Ontario, Seneca, Yates and Wayne counties, met last
week as a first step in their drive to curb the sale-of ob-

jectionable comic books.

| Miss Lilian Growney of Bergen- |

carv:d statues at the altar, side

inst -
‘Comic Books |;

Newma.ﬁ» Club Elects
Officers -In Aurora

Aurora — Newman Club of
Wweils Coliege reelected Miss Ann
Stark of Cleveland, O., as presi-
dent at a mieeting held in St

Patrick Hall,.Aurora. Other offi-
cers are Miss Deidre Henderson:
of Esszex, Mass., vice president;

flield, N. J,, secretary; Miss Sar-
ah Benton of Ogdensburg, treas-
urer; and Miss Anne Crimins.of
Rosemount, Pa., elected to thej
executive hoard.

The; Rev, Ralph Meyer, chap-}
Tain, outuned the program for
tHe year which will include a
lecture survey of the fundamen..
tal doctrines of the Catholie
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Rssistant Priests
Assistaat’ Priests who have

served af St. Stephen™s include
tha Rev. Fathers Arthur Smith,

ll‘nlnr, Irving Sallivan,
lolmt Fehneasy, John Bill, and

"Mll Lux. Present Awistants

chlpels. and throughout the
Kirchmayer, nationally recog-
nized as a genius of his art, The
entire chuxrch can comfortably
seat over 630 people.

FIIRST ASSISTANT Priest to
be appointed to the parish was
the Rev. Axthur Smith, now pas-
tor in Elmxirs, Two years later,
Father Willian McPadden, .a
younger brother of the pastar,
was appointed-as Assistant, He
had  previously sewed at St
Francis parish and was_well
known to the people of both
parishes,

Sinnce the opening of the new
‘éhurch-at the corner of High and-
Pultensy Streets, the “Qld
Dutch" liad been used as parish
school. Tn 1917, work was begun
on the present St, Stephen’s
school buflding and the “OXd’]
Dut Church” was sold- for
$15,060, This sunx was put toward
the cost of the new school.

Duerxing that summer, Father |
icDonald, pastor of St. Francls

1 :l'll REV. WILLIAM NcPAD:
IDEN succeeded as pastor with
E(the sad but necessary tisk of
+ | continuing: the work his trother

had so ably begun.

In early autumn of 1924, the
new rectory was completed. and
the parish was now a unit.
Church, School, and Rectory
were buiit in the same style, and
the Convent conyeniently located
nearby, .

The Pastors of St. Francls’ and

to erect a DeSsjen Migh

GRonrat

St. Stephen's determined in 1929}
School

fo provide secondary edycation|:
for the chﬂdren o! both pmshen. S5te

St. Stephen'- Clluxcl!, Gem

Although the financial- deprel
sion of 1529 cut deeply into par-
ish incomes, the High School was
soon completed and ready to re:
ceive its students,

stroyed the wooden- front bulid.
ing which served as library, lab.
oratory, and class-rooms, Bullding
materials could not be obtained
duting those critical years -of

restricted facilities untll- peace
permitted the erection of- the
striking and modern DeSales
Institute which stands today,

HONORS CAME 10

cession. He wis appointed Dean
of the Geneva area clergyn!n
1945 and entitled to be' called
“Very Reverend”
later, hé was made
Prelate  with 'the titl
‘Reverend Monsignor.” His
was_ faillrg, but never hh
William* McPadden's le
could thus be. summed up;
had’ always bem "‘abpug
Father'’s' business,” busy &
‘the: things. of God and’ thc ygd-
fare-of fmmortal louh: NG
Bishop . Kearnay, on !’eb.,i.
1953, appointed the -Rev.'
meend Nolan;to, be_pastor’ at, 8&
Stepha\’;.
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In 1943, a disastrous fire de-|s

war, so DeSales limped: on- with{h!

quiet’
Father McPadden in quick suc- (g
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and Zrle J'd of St. Stephen's par-
fah, died suddenly and left his
worldly goods to St. Stephen's
to- usl:t the still struggling
parish,

Father Stephen McPadden ob-
served his silver anniversary dis
& priest In 1921 and the par.
ishiomers gave ;. new Organ' to
the church. as a memorial gift,

The fist boy of St. Stephv‘iru‘
parish ‘to complete his stud
for the priesthood was Father
Henry € Manley who was ‘or-
daines, in 1924,

mm»m;-xnm lm
‘in’ €he pudpit for his iast ser-
mox on _July 290, 1924 little .
susprecting: that wltli!n three
days, Go@ would call him im
death, All Geneva  deeply

3 equipped. Driven

615 Sei ﬂl"Avo.

mo\med Lheir loss and at hll

- Not a "150" Bt a 1954 210" Do @
*Luxe' Chevrolat undercoated and!

- Full factery guaranfud Cost 8206?.

| day, 54 miles,
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