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By J. j . GILBERT 

Washington— (NC)—The bogus Knights of Columbus 
oath seems to,he making the rounds again. 

Copies of this infamous composition and letters, concern 
Ing it are being received by mem 
bers of Congress In some num­
bers. 

The so-called oath probably 
owes its wide circulation and-
long nlurvival to the fact that it 
was printed in the Congressional 
Record 41 years ago. It was not 
printed in that publication as be­
ing a real K. o i C. oath but only 
for the purpose of proving its 
falsity. It was printed as an ex­
hibit of a vicious ar>d libelous 
document circulated in a Con­
gressional election campaign in 
which one of the parties was a 
Catholic. 

APPARENTLY PEOPLE inter­
ested in keeping this scurrilous 
writing alive lifted it out of its 
context, and employed the fact 
that it appeared in the Congres­
sional Record at all as evidence 
of its authenticity. 

Copies'of the 1913 Congression­
al Record are ho longer obtain­
able, but the division of bibliog' 
raphy of the Library of Congress 
has made available to Congress­
men an official explanation of 
how the thing got started. The 
explanation contains a thorough 
repudiation of the so-called path. 

Contesting tactics In a cam­
paign in which he lost a seat in 
the 62nd Congress, a "Catholic 
candidate cited to the HOuse 
Committee on Elections the 
bogus Knights of Columbus oath 

circulated against him. The fic­
titious oath was . printed as a 
part,of the proceedings. It was 
..called, ",a., blasphemous and infa­
mous libel," and was'said to be 
"so revolting" and "so nauseat­
ing" thaObfluinjury done to the 
candidate, the'K. of C. and Cath­
olics in general "can hardly be 
measured in terms." The success­
ful candidate said he believed the 
oath to be "spurious," and that 
he tried to suppress it. He also 
said he felt it lost him rather 
than gained him votes. 

The House Committee on Elec­
tions, in its report, said: "The 
Committee cannot condemn too 
strongly the publication of the 
false and libelous article referred 
to . . . which was the spurious 
Knights of Columbus oath." 

The following article discusses the Catholic position o n Clitireh 
Unity and also the history, objectives and present status of the 
Ecumenical Movement unions non-Catholic religious groups. 
The author, Monslgnor Hawks, who became a convert from 
Anglicanism In 1908, is an authority on non-Catholic effort* 
towards unity both among themselves and in relation to the 

Catholic Church. 

By M S G R EDWARD HAWKS 
(Written for N.C.W.C. News Service) 

The second so-called Ecumenical Congresses to be held 
this summer in Evanston, a suburb of Chicago. 

The name is improper, since it is applied to a meeting 
composed almost entirely of Protestants who have not been 
. a b l c t o demonstrate any principle of objective unity. More­
over, the name has been in constant use in history* to desig­
nate the General Councils of the Catholic Church.. The pur­
pose of the gathering is to ."acclaim the existei 
sort of unity which includes all the Christians who accept 
Christ as Divine. 
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Barcelona, Spain — If youre a 
good Catholic and your name is 
Frederick, there's a welcome mat 
out here for you—at least in the 
Society of St. Frederick, the only 
Catholic organization of its kind 
in the world, which is now cele­
brating its diamond jublilee. 

Founded in Barcelona in 1879, 
the Society of - SW --Frederick is 
confined exclusively to Catholics 
bearing the name of Frederick 
or Fredericka. In addition, mem­
bers must be persons of unblem­
ished reputation and true reli­
gious fervor. 

Patron of the society, whose 
slogan is "Catholic Faith and 
Charity, is St. Frederick, Bishop 
of Utrecht, Holland, who was 
martyred in 838, and is the 
earliest recognized saint of that 
name. Frederick in Spanish is 
spelled Federico. 

Chief aim of the Society of St. 
Frederick is to provide economic 
or any other type of help to 
needy persons bearing the name 
of Frederick or Fredericka, 
whether members or not 
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Cocoanut Collection 
Supports Seminary 

New York—(NO—Collected 
gifts of cocoanuts are one way to 
support a seminary, a Colombian 
Bishop said'here. 

With the cocoanuts he gathers 
on trips around the 2,750 square 
miles of his mission Vicariate of 
Barranca Bermeja along the 
Magdalena River, Bishop Ber­
nard Aranga, S.J., said he hopes 
eventually to have 10,000 cocoa-
nut trees planted on his sem­
inary grounds. These will help 
feed and support the students. 
he sahT. 

The first congress of this name 
took place some years ago at 
Amsterdam,. Most of the .'Protes­
tant denomina­
tions w e r e 
t h e n repre­
sented; t h e r e 
were also dele-' 
gates present 
from a few of 
t h e Oriental 
Churches. That 
c o n g r e s s 
achieved o n e 

of Its objec- . . . . 
tives. It was ****** H»wl» 
able to bring into official contact 
the executives of two world-wide 
Protestant organizations which 
had hitherto acted independent­
ly. These were the movements 
known as: first,' "The Faith and 
Order Movement*" and, second, 
'The Life and Work Movement.*^ 

AMSTERDAM FAILED, how­
ever, to accomplish any more 
than a proof of the good-will 
which the parties had already. 
Since the two movements were 
not going in the same path, des­
pite the ultimate objective, the 
result is not surprising. It is 
hoped, we understand/ that the 
meeting at Evanston will bring 
the various churches closer to­
gether. 

It is easy for Catholics to dis­
miss" trusnmtteTr with a shrug of 
the shoulder as being a striving 
after the unattainable. There 
mrmWtia" reasons why they 
should be vitally "interested. The 
congress is certainly a proof 
that Protestants are alarmed at 
the lack of unity^and-are-seek­
ing, at least a formula of unity. 
Again they are giving Indisput­
able evidence that this unity is 
either unattainable, or worthless 
if attained. Also, In view of the 
modern- tendency to let a few 
people do all the thinking and 
acting, no'one knows when a so-
called ecumenical body may 
dominate all the means of prop­
aganda " and starve minority 
groups out of existence. 

IN ORDER to avoid confused 
thinking we ought to have a 
clear idea of what is meant by 
church unity. Catholics believe, 
as a matter of faith, that the 
Church Is the Body of Christ, 
and manifests her unity by her 

.visible existence, of which unity 

scendental "mode of being. As 
the Mystical Body of Christ, the 
Church exhibits the three-fold 
office of her Head. Tradition and 
Holy Scripture confirm this 
revelation. The Church has from 
the beginning exercised the office 
of prophet, priest and" kins:. Her 
unity can be described under 
these three functionalv 

As prophet, the Church teaches 
an. infallible Faith that every 
Catholic accepts as a condition 
of salvation. As priest, the 
Church demands certain acts of 
worship which are performed by 
all her members. As king, the 
Church i s obeyed by officers 
who are all united under one 
head. 

This unity is not the result of 
bargaining or mutual sacrifice 
but Is the condition under which. 
the Church has existed since the 
beginning. The notion of unity Is 
necessarily very different' atmong 
Protestants. It cannot rise hlglw 
cr than opinion. This Is why 
Catholics cannot participate In 
these so-called ecumenical gath­
erings. For Catholics, it is a 
conviction that the Churcli Is a 
unity because it acts as one; for 
Protestants, It is always a mat­
ter of dispute because o f the 
confusion that exists. 

THE DESIRE to bring unity 
to Protestants is the result of a." 
religious revolution tliaf tookf 
place in the first decade t>f this 
century. The evolutionary theory-
had produced higher criticism o£ 
the Bible and the foundation* 
of Protestantism were found tor 
be defective. This was during the* 
second half of the last century. 

As that century 'ended the: 
Pope' warned Catholics o f the 
pending crlsls1 This crisis became 
known as "modernism. The Cath­
olic Church dealt with modern­
ism drastically, hut the various 
Protestant denominations tojn-
porized with It in the various: 
Ways that have produced the IO-
called ecumenical gatherings. 

To those who were seeking 
tor unity amongst the E»r6tcs-
tants the most obvious way t o 
effect It was to decide what wore 
the common elements, or rather" 
what might be accepted a s com­
mon elements by all believers. 
Many years before the Protes* 
tant Episcopal Church had of­
fered what was called the qUttd-

were utterly opposed to it are 
not taking part hi the second 
congress, 

THE! OTHER KIND of re­
union was quite in opposition. It 
was first sponsored by Bishop 
Spderblom of Sweden. It brushes 
aside for the moment all ques­
tions of faith and ordination and 
makes unity a matter of what is 
called "democracy." It is quite 
properly descrihed as the "Life 
and Work Movement." Jt really 
resolves itself Into a counting of 
heads. It seems to rely upon a 
rule o f the majority and as such 
may be considered dangerous. 
The call is for an organization 
based on present good will which 

n ,it is hoped will assert itself 
'eventually in regard to definite 
belief and efficient service. 

Should such a movement be­
come sufficiently powerful it 
would be able to deprive its 
opponents of any minority privi­
leges and, fey control of opinion, 
reduce religion to a condition 
such as Is now characteristic of 
the YMCA. ' 

This ecumenical movement Is 
not a new thing. It is the result 
of years of Protestant decay. It 
has taken about 50 years to bring 
It to universal recognition. Dur­
ing the last century those Pro­
testant churches which were 
functioning vigorously were all 
jealous of their distinctive be­
liefs. Ministers were often de­
posed for teaching what were 
considered to be heretical doc­
trines. In the first ten years of 
this century this characteristic 
of Protesantlsm disappeared. The 
average layman was opposed to 
what he called dry-asdust dogma. 
Sorrnona about hell were rarely 
preached. 

It came a s a great shock to the 

conservative Protestants when 
the Episcopal Church opened its 
pulpits to the ministers of other. 
Protestant bodies in the year 
1907. At that time one of its 

-bishops designated... thhwnew-
legislation as a step to universal 
apostasy, He has been proved a 
true prophet, insofar as the 
repudiation, or perhaps we should 
say the ignoring of dogmatic 
truth is concerned, 

The Episcopal Church Is small 
in numbers but it is a leader of 
the most distinguished Protes­
tant thought. I was once the 
most exclusive of all non-Catho-
lice denominations. It still reoc 
dalns ministers from other 
churches although, strangely 
enough, declaring that it does not 
deny the validity of their ordina­
tion. Its purpose Is to get all 
Protestant ministers eplscopally 
ordained because, until the time 
of the Reformation, the episco­
pal order was a great bond of 
unity. 

COURIER JOUHNAI. 
Friday, July 30.1954 

Astronomer Diss 
. Bourgea, France"—<NO— One 
of France's outstanding astrono­
mers, Father Theophlle Morrux, 
has died here at the age of ST 
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IT IS NOT TOO L A S E to send our beautiful Gift Card, In blue 
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little Houses or God we try to retrain the midst of *nr poor. 
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nurnber of delegates from many 
denominations at Lausahne aftear 
the First World War to discuss 
a modified form of this quadri­
lateral; Briefly, it propose*! fouar 
articles, which both Catholics 
and non-Catholics might neasor*-
ably be willing to accept. 

They were: the Old and New 
Testament; the Nicenc Creeds 
the-Sacraments of Baptism and 
Holy Communion; lastly, the 
Episcopal Order. This was the 
program of the "Faith and Or­
der Movement". ' Those who 
called themselves "Fundamer*-
taliats" -were attracted t o th* 
quadrilateral though all o* them 
refused to accept the fourtii 
article, namely, the Episcopal 
Order. Some Presbyterians and 
Lutherans are still trying to Had 
a way!In which Bishops can.be 
made more acceptale. At Amster--
dam nothing was accomplished 
by those who favored some kind 
of fundamentalism. Those who 
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