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g '34 MOII'HIS In PurjaforL

5

Story Of Torture In Red China J(ul
- Told By Freed Belgian Missionary

. By FATHER ALBERT O'HIARA., 5.
i s JACorrespondent, N.C.W.C. Nexws Service)
"~ ' _Hong Kong — A story of “34 months in purgatory”
over 1,000 days.of inhuman psychological and physical tor-
* tyre in & Red Chinese prison — wis tld by a-42-year-old

C~ ~

Belgian missfonary who arrived

here after -his expulsion from the |’

" China_maifland.

" .As.Father Dries Van_ Coillie,

Immaculate Heart of Mary
priest from Roulers,” Belgium,
calmly told . the- harrowing story

TKEt duss:l*lom(i lasted
.ifrom fur toten lours at a
stretch. “Whenn he would” not ad-
mit that the L.eglon of Mary was
a “reactioary and military or-

it seemed unbelievable that he nganlzation," he was handcuffed

is still alive today.
*Immedlately after his arrest
on July 25, 1951, the question-
" ing began and the first intensive
" perlod Iasted 21 .days and nights,
- During this time, Father Van
Coillie was questioned two and

three times a night and again
during the day. . .

with

| with. hamds behind the back and
his legs shackled

13-16.

irons, Back ixi the cell, his fel-
low prisoners were made to at;

“tack hirm with respite.’ During
the 21 -elays and nights he was
never Allwed to sSnatch more
than five.to IS5 minutes of sleep.
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- DODGES
“PLYMOUTHS

‘._LongDealwnﬂAJIJrad

' 36 MONTHS = LOW . BANIKC RATES
F YOU DON'T SEE US

Hp was mde to stand or squat

SIS‘X’ER ANKA. a novl

oor- Cllm at Kllloorkuhm.
friend to help' with tllt coit of Ier training. Her

' sutpiuring - ns pnyers ot
who "% m—-het—b

‘Wa have, i1 uﬂ. SEVEN MISSION CLUBS 20 meet euentm misslon

needs. Meémbers five 31-MONTHLY. Those JULX MITES deposited
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OSTOMS, our seminary club, will h¢lp the -studemats there, DA

LEPER FUND goes:to the -Assixian
BASILIANS will ‘hélp: the new_sthool, &t ‘Gatara,

CHAPL‘&OF-THE—H INTH,
Adgheds, Etkiopla.

tuaries of eur mil

’“a eracifix

$25; "¢

in a elborium: lil {his,’
also: aliars 818. nltn ﬂnu S, Man Wells §$5, linens
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MARY'S BANK will train novices in £he Holy Land, CHRYS-

EN .

Sitteers: at Sherumy. “ndias

chalice. $40, vestments §50,
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HOLY THIN(’;S FOR HIM
‘Our MONICA Gl)ll.n club adkerns £3a¢ altary ind sane-
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| imenting  humans,

and not allowed to lie or sit
dowwn.

- Hlis cell mates ‘wotld ask him
he

would slap his face, head and

rise so-he would drag himself

position.

"Fhen he would lmmediately be
dragged into the middle of the
cell and his fellow prisoners
would rush to the.attack once
more, They would spit upon him,
slap his face, tug at his beard
until they succeeded in pufling
it out.

THE CELL LEADER was
changed -and a specialist in tor-
(a former
bandit chief) was purposely put
into the cell. He intensified the
physical -torture by pulling the
priest'’s legs in opposite direc-
tions and by pressing his knees
into the priest’s back until he
‘thought his lungs would burst.

KFather Van Colllie would be
questioned all night’and when
about to faint or fall asleep
standlnx up; he would be drag-

ed out into the courtyard and

| made to jog wbout for 15 min-

utes to wake hm up. Once
agiin he would be brought in
for questioning. As he started
to doze' off once more his
hxdge became infuriated and
carsed him. Finally when he
hoen---torfured -

had—l[ah

the . point where. ke cried out
with' paln,, they -picked. 1p- a
di¥ty rag’ and stuffed 1t into
his mouth to stiffle his erios.

- After 21 days of this torture
hc Tenched a stage where ‘he
was almost broken. Then they
introdyced a new judge who
poke perfeit French to the
priest arid used the kindest
terms to persuade him not to

e blood from his nose, the
filth from his face, and gave the
thirsty sufferer some tea.
Scarcely knowing what he
did, Father Van_ Colllie “free

[confessed that the Legion ot’

Mary was a reactionary- organi.

listion and that he had given

out information to ‘“enemy”
countries, This seemed to satisty
the judges for the time being
and he. wa¥ led batk to his cell
and “hiz handcuffs removed.’
| 'H¢ was then made to write
‘Ireely” what he had just “éon-
fessed,” Father Van' Colllie said:
"Ontslde of dénying Ged of my
fafth, anything else. that they
asked me to admit then, I was

. |80 hdpless that I think I would

ﬁave done so.”

AFTER SOME months of re-
fite from direct attack, trou-

|ble started again in 1952, In the
rination_classes_wh

ich_he.
“iwas made to attend, he rejected

“ ntheiatlc materialism ‘and gave |¥
roofs for the existegce of a.per- | §
and spiritual God. He was |§
efore. the. judge |}

Yorial
agadn called be.
d. cursed at him.-Once again

pilling,
Several  times he was made
to ‘write at pistoY point, “The Le-

not connected with religion.”

- |mexits in French and Chinese.
SHORTLY BEFORE his ex-
cilled in by a judge who treated
him~ very politely and sald:
“Please tell me what is on your

nb fear!”

The Belgian priest took hlm
at his word and answered:

rament - that calls fiself the

ly swrong.” .
The judge mnnuexted nelther

cell and sléep now!”

whether he would confess. When |.
refused- he was forced toj
squat while shackled and they|
shoulders with ' open hands or|:
with their Chinese slippers. The | !
victim would finally topple over | -
and lie on the ground. No one | :
would help the shackled man

to the wall and edge-his way up |
until he reached a standing | M

{0

he—so-stubbor THe judge wiped Ty 2.

_i a3 given the rough treat. |3
fiént ih his cell, handeuffs, siap- | &
|ping, beating, spitting and beard |3

giom. of Mary is reactipnary and :
“Myr activities here have been E:

-|spying _sctivitiés” He had to|§ -
jmakee révordings of these state-

pulsion, Fatlier Van ‘Coillie was 1
mind. Be very frank and havel§ -

?n’t understarid how the gov-

 {‘reaples’ tomnmmt would tor- |

‘tir@ and force me by these in-
huraan means to confess things. | g
that are not true. It's complete- 3

approval mor ' disapproval but |2
quietly said: “Go back té your |§

‘One week Iater hé was ex- |§
m )

EEE B
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O July ¢, the Catholie tn
wrill colebrite the feast of 8t

and ohe of Englind’'s oum .
irag awyers, He was the first '
lxyman to hold the office of
Chuncellor of England. He was’
frprisoned for his refussl to

- support the divorce of King .
Heenty VIII and was Bchenqm
on July 6, 1535, Pope Pius”,
cqnonized him in 1925, (NC

Photos)

French President
To Rebuild Chapel

Pars —(NC)— The chapel’ in
the -Elysee Palace; Traiwce's
Wixile House, will be rebuilt b
President Rene Coty, it has been
leax-ned here.

The chapel in France's official
pressideritial residence was turned
into an affice in 1946.

Praident Coty has asked Hts
Eminence Maurice Cardinal Fel
tin, Archbishop of Paris, to ap-
poizat a priest to serve in ‘the
rebxailt chapel when it is com-
pleted, ‘The priest will prohably
be one of those now stationed af.
the__nearby churches--of -Sainte
Madeline or. St Philippe di

ovEle, 5

The president also has reno-
vated the chapel in the Chateau’
of Fambouillet, where the French
chiefs of state spend their vaca
tlorxs as well as frequent week-
endw, The president has offered;
to put the Rambouillet chapel at}
the disposal of residents of the
towrn who live nearby.

Nune Hercine -
To Tour U.S.

Wahington — (NC) — Mie,
» |Gexevieve  de Galard-'remube,
the heroic nurse of Dien Bién

Phux, will begin a three week
tour of the United States in mid.
July,

She ix coming at the nvita.
tlorx. of, Congl:esa, Rep. Frances
P, Blfon -of: Ohio, who sponsor-
8d- -the-- resolution- asking-Con.
gréems to exténd her the invita-
tiorx, said the- visit Swill be a
drarmtic illustration of the de-
votion to duty of women in the
nur=ming profession imr all coun
trles.”

Ms, Bolton also said the, trip
will siress the importance of the

v !»".-
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serves as copliet to an

% prieat - obtuined a pilots
: 15 now stationed at Wewsk
s fcld, SSV.D.. native of Butte,

N “v.é -

t%\lo jutting mountains of New
‘thi X

safety through hundreds of trips.
n the first trip in. I was in
e pilot’s seat with the Bishop
ing as co-pilot. Qur destination
about two hours away. The
‘airstrip was in & 5,500-foot valley
tirtounded by jagged monsters
at soared to 12 and 13 thousand

. We were cruising along rather
pelceiully, but the weather way
 shaping up badly, and I had to
begln a series of ups and dowms,
and twists and turns to aveid
clovwd formations. ( The strictest
rule for New Guinea flying s
“never go through a cloud.” for
you mever know when it might
‘have a solid center.) As we
climbed over and around this
nebhuwlous nuisance we lost con
tact with our ground check
points and had to rely on the
compass slone for the next half
hoir.

WE WERE NOW st about
4,000 feet with the doud layer

Y | skimming under us. Here and

thete a hole opened in the soft
hillowing fiuff and we strained
our eyes for the sight of a fam
fliar_land, mark that-might give
s some assurance that we wexe
- gtill keeping on the* straight and
‘narrow” course. I came up with
Y gllmp of a river. “That's tha
Yuat ' River,” the Bishop Te
‘marked casually.
But how could he be so sure?
It was the first glimpse of the
—eartir —we - had In 30

over which we were flying was
washed into a thousand pleces
by the countless rivers that came
coursing down the mountains
that flanked its sides. Yet that
was the Yuat withbut a doubt,
‘Good pllots like the Bishop have
a sixth sense for recomtructing
& whole map out of & scrap

4 much the same as a paleontolo:
Jgist constructs a:complete pre-
‘{ historic monster from a treas

ured eyetooth.

A FEW MINUTES later I
discovered for myself that it was
the Yuat, and my stock of con
fidence ™ In the Bishop went wp
another 100 per cent, We were
then only 20 minutes from the
mountains, but all we could see
were the large banks of clouds
that shrovded them.

Bésides'the-500 pogndl of car
g0, we wire carrying a Dutch
'misslonary, Father Bus, back to
hiz station, As is -usuxl with
these herces of the *out-back”,
he was riding along without care
or concern, The trip was “old:
stuff” for him and he could
smile at'the perspiring novice
at the controls,

The mountains. were gettimg

ghortaxe of nurses ln the nited
tate

close and it was time to do some,
thing. As we ldvanced towud

W el Yo

flight through the tovering New, Guines .mountains.

Wewmk,
By FATHER IV0 RUITER, S.V.D.

‘Wewak, New Quinea— (NC)—~My first air trip thyough
g more than just plane and pilot hhas brought the Bishop

PRTRIRUIE Y

: mator Missioner Relates First Flight
T rough High New Guinea M ountains _

following mareative, writem by A Chicago wilislomary

avistor  Bishop, describes  his
Ficense ‘sffer belng - ordmined

as an alde to Bisliop leo Ark-
‘Neb, and Vivar Apoltolic of

Giinea taught me that some-

the wall of cloud that hid the
mountains, the clouds under-
rxeath us had thinned out and the
rdibbon of river was twisting from
one side of our path to the other.

THE BISHOP signalled for de-
scent and I guessed his next tac-
tic. We would get right down on
the river and follow it into the
hreart of the mountains under the
clouil layer., This would be all
right, but these mountain rivers
hrave deep cut gorges through
whith & plane can fly but can-
not turn around. If we weere to

t into one of these gorges and
then upon rounding a bend of the
river discover that a coud had
closed any forward progress—
the narrative would end here,

We came in close and had a
look. The gorge was open, but
how far? At this point the Bish-
op teok ovey the controls and be-

down below, so he wanted to
have a look from the top We
got up to about 5,000 feet and
the solid murky clouds showeqd
no hopefi] fractures. We turned
again and I thought the Bishop
yrould Thead for home, but I
didn't mxeasure my man. Ee had
met this challenge hundreds of
times, and from the fact that he
failed to- get into the mountains
only twice in all those attempts,
I could have guessed that he
wroulin’t give up yet.

RIS
. B

ganfo circe, It was too risky |
|invigorated by the chilly moun.

O A A 9‘3‘5?&;4&:?',%1,‘%&,%%@&3

-

Ky
at the valley I Kad lleard S0 muchi L Y

about from sur hindful of mis-| ..
sionaries that worked there. The

sun finally broke through to add P st

to the sight,

The mountains had been swept
back at both sides and the broad
valley extended thjrty miles to
the north until it was abruptly
stopped by one of the highest
ranges in this part of New
Guinea. Native gardens made’
kaleidescopic - patternns on the
valley floor and on thé sweeping
hillsides. But - why s much.|
planting and food?— I

AS WE (IRCLED the strip I
had my answer. I had heard of
this sight, but T was still amazed
to see thousands of natives work-
ing on the strip and hundreds
more going to and from work.

Here Is a real harvest for some
zealous missionaries. ‘

On the final approach the Bish-
op told me to make & landing, It
was my flist at such an altitude
and the plane droppedt off sharply
when I cut the throttle, “Get the
nose down, More speed” I felt
like a student pilot again, as I
followed the Bishap's orders.
Even then I squashed in a bit
short, though there were no il
effects to the plane or the peo~
ple in it, so I marked® it down as'
8 successful attempt.

_When X cpened the door I was.|

tain air. After perspiring under
the strain of my first mountain | o
flight, tg_nis was like m cool breeze "

"A§ We came around again
fhere was an opening and
thraugh the pass I could glimpse
the Jimmy Vailey, The “Bishop
kept the controls, We had to g0
down the Jimmy for a short
ways, then turnm into the Gad
River Valley.

kept looking back-—Why? Well,

wuther might close up irz front

ALL THE TIME the Bishop |}
day like this when thell

of you mt any
sure that there is always = way.
out, I was following our progh
on the map and I looked to W
T expected the Gal Valley. ‘Té all.
appérances is was surely cloed
by clouds, byt the Bishop flew

8

and we wormed our way
floor was getting higher snd. we,

had to climb in ‘order tb be high

should -our forward progress be
impedec by total cloud,

The Geal River connected with
the Wagrag River and valley and
Frather Bus bhecame ilive lndA

as we came near his home, Wer
made the last turn around the
jagged edge of s mountain cliff

me, vou must be {}

right’ up to it with ‘deliberate ||
speel” Yes, there were openings{
through. All the time the— valley i}

enough  to make a safe turn||:

started to identify places for us )

and carme into the beautifual Wa-
bag Vauey It was my first look !
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