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Selected_from tho bonk A, OCTC
Passlon of Our Lord Juul Christ as Desicribed by a Surgeon.
P. 4. Kenedy & Sons, Pubilshers, Mmh selection of the Catholie
Book Club, Ali rights reserved.

There are two executxoners one on each side of Him,
They alternate their strok eﬂ, ‘

. strokes leave long hvi | marks,
skin. queﬁﬂ)er at’ the 4
has already been affected,’ th
it i§ sore owing to- the millio
of lttle intra-dermic. haem

rhages - brought about by th€ljg gnence redoubles the Satanic
sweat of blood. = lmge: of His executioners, It I
Further marks are®made’ by 1o~ longer -a cold-blooded, judicial

the balls; of Jead, Then the skin,

into which blapd has crept. be

comes terider and breaks undéxr
Tresh blows,. The blood .-pouxs
out; shreds of skin become- de-

tached and hang down,

*_The whole of the back is now
no more than a red surface, on

“'which great furrows atand out
like marble; and, here and there,

eyerywhere, there are deeper
wounds caused by . the balln of
—.jof blood.

Crown oi ﬂoms
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with-great zest. At first, the
: ong ‘blue. bruises beneath the

A’.l' EACll STROKE the body
givel -« painful shudder. But He
as not opened His mouth, and

exﬁgntion' it is the unchainlng of
demois.: The blood flows from
His" shoulders down to’ the earth
and is scattered like rain by the
litted whips, as far as the red
-|cloaks of the onlookers,

Buit the. strength of the Victim
soon begings to fail; sweat breaks
out "on: ¥Es forehead; His head
whirls with giddiness and nau.
sea; shivers run down His spine;
His. legs: give way into the pool
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leount, even though they have
" |not counted. After all, they hate
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They have ,completed the

not reteived the order that He
should die under the lash. Let
Him recover a bit; there will be
Iurther chances for amusemnent. ;

] /And thia great Fool claims to
be a king, to be King of the
Jews, of all ridicilous things!
Hé has had some trouble with
His subjects; what matter, wo
will be-His faithful supporters,
Quick, & robe, a sceptre! He
has been put to sit at the base
-| of the column—not a very se.
cure placé for His Majesty! An
old leglonary’s coat thrown
over His shoulders confers on
Him the royal purple; a reed
In His right hand, and every.
-thing is complete, except for
the crown. (For nineteen cen-
tiries . Heo will be known by
thls' crown, which no other
erucified being has worn.)

In the corner there Is a bun-
dle of faggots, cut from those lit-
tfle trees which thrive on the out-
skirts of the city. The wood js
flexible and covered with long
thorns, much longer and sharper
and harder than those of the ac-
acia. They plait with caution !
(agh! it hurts!) something llke
the -bottorn of a basket, awhich
ithey _place_on His . head. They |

Ibeen doing to Him? Waell, they
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Missioners

In Red Chlﬁa

‘Hong Kong—-(NC)-fOnly 21
forelgn missionaries remained,
in coromunist China at the end
of February, according to ltatls~
tics released here.

The total at the’beginning of
the year stood at 265, Twenty-
four were ousted in January,
and another 24 in February. It
was pointed out that if this rate
of expulsions continues, almast
all the foreign, missionaries will
have been ousted by the énd of
this wyear, Foreign Catholic mis-
slonaries totaled over 5000 in
China - before the communists
seized power.,

strearns of blogd have flown
down to the forehead, under the
band of rushes, have soaked- into
the tangled hair and into the
beard. The comedy of adoration
has begun,

Each In turn comes forward
and bows the knee before Him,
with a horrible grimace, {&Xlowed
by a great blow: “Hail, King of
the Jews!” But He answers
nothing His poor face, so rav-
aged. and pale, displays no move-
ment. It really is not funny! In
subjects spit’in His face. A blow"
on the crown of thorns makes it
sink further in, and then fresh
blows.

A blow from a stick delivered
from the side has made a_ hor-
rible bruise on His face; His
fine wellshaped nose has been
disfigured owing to the septum
being broken. The hlood is flow-
ing from His nostrils.

BUT NOW PILATE s back,
rather worried about the pris-
oner—»what have these brutes

-thave dealt with Him all right. If
the Fews are not satisfied now!
He-wiilt-show Him to them from
the balcony, In His royal robes,
But he has underestimated their
hatred,

“Away with Him, crucity Him!"
And then they put forward the
argument that terrifies Pilate:
“It thou release this man, thou
art not Caesar’s friend. For who-
|soever maketh himself a Kking

thelr -exasperationy His faithful{-

“
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In His Own

€Conftmued from Page 1)
ox and-an assto warma Him with
thelr “breath; that He Who, in
the Xanguage of Scriptures, could,
stop the turming about of the!
Arcturus, “would besubject to an
impexial edict of a cexsus; that
He Who clothed the gields wvith
grass wowxld Himself be naked;
that He from Whose finger tips,
tumbled planets and worlds,
would ome day have tiny hahds
that were not long enough to
touchh the huge heads of the
cattle; tha.t Feet which trod the
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everlastingr hills would one day

,speaketh agamst Caesar.” The
coward then surrendérs complete-
ly and washes his hands.

beat down the edges and with a

. neck to the forehcad.

i’ THE' THORNS DI§ tnto the

p-and-it pleeds fWe"surgeons

i )e%g how mifch*a scalp can
) “Thé top :bt -the head Is

T alxeady clotted‘Pwim *blood. long'

They tear off the cloak which -

the blood starts to flow once’
I more; He gives a great shudder.
{They replace His own clothes,
twhich become- stained with red.
The criss is ready. They place.
it o, His shoulders,

NEXT WEEK: Calvary.

tbe too weak to walk; that the
 Eternal Word would be dumb;
[thit Om'mifetence wouildbe
wrapped in swaddling clothes;

band of twisted rushes bind it ihas already stuck to His wounds. 'that Selvation would e in a
on the head from:the nape.of the |

marzager; thatthe mirth of Heav.
en would weep; that the bird
that bullt the ~nest woul@ be
Thatehed therefri—no one would
ever hwve suspected “that God
comxdng to this eartll would ever
“Ibe so helpess. But fhat Is’ s precise-
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Divinily is always whera we least expect b find £,

Ithé earth, He s bom tnder the

| miss Divinity. Those,

.jfind they are not in a cave at

| #ingérs.

. [the énd:

[Crusade Launched

. fsade to restore the -Crucifix In
“Fthe hoine has been launched by

| Fdiring this Marlan Year than to

‘appearing. and where there- Is

. fé]thef.” :

TI:IE LIFE OF CHRIST

By BlSHOP JULTON J. SHEEN
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World

|ly why men are apt to miss

Him—Divinity is always where
we least expect to find it.
CHAPIER IV

It the artist is at home in his
studio, because the paintings are
the creation of his own mind;
if the sculpter i3 at home
amongst his statues, for they
were begottenn of his brain; it
a husbandman s at home among
his vines, for he planted them;
if the father is at home in his
family, because they are his own,
then surely, argues the world, He

}Cross=<the

flocks nearby were told by the
angels:

“This 1s the sign by whlch you
are to know Him; You will
find a. child lﬂll”ln swaddling
clothes, lylng in & manger,”

‘He ‘was already bearing s
mly “cross a- Babe
could bear: thal of poverty, exile

“land iimitation: His-sacrificial in-

\Christ s Shunned

tent already shines forth in the
message the angels are singing
to the hills of Bethlehem:

“This day in tlie city of David,
A Saviour has been born foxr
you. No other than the Lord
Christ.”,

Covetousness - i3 already chal

“-[lengeéd by poverty, while pride

is ¢onfronted with the humili.
ation of a stable. The swathing
of Divine Power which otherwise
knows no bounds, Is often tao
great a tax upon minds which
think only of power in terms of
atomic energy., They cannot
grasp the fdea of Divine con.
descenslon, or of the “rich be
coming poor that through His
poverty, we might be rich.” Men

they expect it the specacle of a
Babe Who said He would come in
the clouds of heaven, now heing
wrapped in the clouts of earth,

Goos Into FEclipse

“Son of the most High” descends
into the red dust from which we
all were born, to be one with
weak, fallen man in all things,
save sin, And yet it is the swad-
dling clouts which constitute the
“sign”. If He Who is Omnipo-
tence had come with thunder-
bolts, there would have been no
sign. There 1s no “sign”, unless
something Is contrary to natuie.

shall have no other sign of Divin.|
|ty than the absence of power &s

" He Whom the angels call the| .

I
-

no “sign”, but an eclipse is. He
sald that on the last day, His
coming will be characterized by

‘signs In the sun” such as the

sun refusing to give {ts light,

Here the Divine Son goes into}
an eclipse, that only the humble ]

of spirit may recognize Him.

Only two classes of people
found the Babe: the Shepherds

and the Wise Men; the simple |

and the learned; they who know
they know nothing, and they who

know they do not know ewvery-}

thing-—never the ‘man with one
book; never the man who thinks
he knows Not even God can tell
the proud anything! 1t takes
good will to find God, and this

truth the angels proclaimed from |

the heavens:

“Pemce on earth to men that
are God's triends.”

(Continued Next Week)
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Since thelr foundation, in 1856, the
Brothers of Mercy haove besn help.
Ing the unfortunate.

+ =& Nursing men and boys, rich |
wnd poor, regordiess of race and
treed, n their own homas,

o « Conducting homes for the §
aged ond Infirm.
« « « Operating farms and p.rlom

ing other dutles; c¢ooking, main-
tersance, stc. ’
« « ¢ The Brothers of Mercy need
you, For more complete Informa.
tion, concerning @ vocatlon with s,
wrim

Reverend Brother Provinclal |
RANSOM RD.  CLARENCE, N. Y. §

BROTHERS
OF MERCY

Who made the world should be |

into it as an artht into his
studlo, and as a father into his
home; but for the Creator to
come amongst His creatures and

among His own and not be re.
homeless at home, that to the
warld can only mean one thing |
—~ that that Babe could not be
God. But that is just why it
missed Him. Divinliy is always
Whtrs we least axpect to And it,
The Son of God made man is
forced to enter His own world
thmugh 1 back door. Exﬂed tmm‘

earth as the First Cave Man of
Christian history. Therse He
shook the earth to its very
foundations. Being born in a
cavé, all who enter must stoop.
"To stoop is the mark of humllity.
The proud refuse to stoop, and
however,
who bend thelr ego and enter,

all, but in a new universe where |
sits a Babe on His Mother's lap,
with the world poised on His

Manger vs. Cross

The manger and the cross thus
siand at the two extremities of
the Saviour's life!—He accépted
the rnanger, because there was.
110 roofn In the Inn; He accepted !
0ss, because men. said:
il not have this man for
,g'? Disowned in entrance,

in exit. Fe ix laid in a

An ox and ass surround

at home In it; He should come|.

be ignored, for God to come}

celVed by His own, Ior God to be |

Rochester's Oldest and Large:t Religions Goods Stou .

A Welcome Gift
for the

. 75¢

CHEET e at  Bellilehen; [}

- fthieves-will surround’ﬁi'si 0SS7
TOn’ Galvary. He is wrapped fniz

g bands W His birth.
‘plicé, ‘and in swaddling grave
“clbthes i His death place—both
ols of the Hmitations im-
oft His Divinity by taking
& human form.

'I‘he ghepherds watching thelr

*Restore Crucifix’ -

Antwerp — (NC) — A eru-

a Belgidn priest.
. "Could we do anything better

give back the Crucifix of Her
"Divine Son the place of honor In

Lour homes?? .asked. Fathe J.0
:'Croegaert‘

“In ‘many hotrres of citizens
atd workmen, the Crueifix is dis-

Ty Crucifix, there is no prayer

: Formerly, when a Belgian-fam-
Ay oved the

-¥e s CFudifix €6 the pme |
the Féit 3 thé  pidperty

hifted l‘t a% an old trad!

at a fix was & patt
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. ope of the finest

ments we hove
: carfied, - Prices
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THE LIFE

This Tong awailed book s avallable .
now in a paper bound edition of 128
pages, with 18 full-page illustra-
tions, An inspiring interpretation
of The Master's Life, written to
give everyone help, hope and guid-

ance in his own life—today.

| {When ordering by ma pleate
) Sales Tox
residen! of Adoriroe Counly.)

most beautiful assort-

to, it

TRANT'S-

-~ Now! Fulton ]. Sheen’s -
OF CHRIST |

’§‘§§ & E
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Two More Important. Boo/es

ol REUGION WITHOUT GOD: Bishop Fulton ). Shesn.
! Here 15 Bishop Sheen's brilliant ond logieal attack on modem phiio.
sophical thought and the revolution it is sffecfing ih religion. 368 pp,

s« CATHOLIC DIGEST READER: A revecling piclire of w . 7 %
living religion ond its importance and value in an uncertain world —
os reflected in the inspiring collection from the Cotholic Digest. Artitlesy
by Fulton Sheen, Gripham Greens, Fullon Ounlar, Ronald Kent ond
many othats,

EASTER
GREETING CARDS

‘Come in and select from:

and

ever
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Cruclﬂx, candjes, bots ‘%
the of holy water, o!e..
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