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Faith Bthind Barbed Wire 

Returned Yanks Recall Army Chaplain 
As Hero During Red Captivity Ordeal 

%*r *r 
Rural Family Of The Year 

By FATHKB PATRICK O'CONNOB 

Seoul, Korea, (NC) — A Catholic priest from Kansas 
farmland stands out as one of the most heroic figures in 
stories of Communist prison camps in North Korea. 

He was Father (Capt.) Emll J. 
Kapaun of Wichita diocese, Cath
olic chaplain .of the 8th Cavalry 
regiment. 

On the cold night of Nov. 1, 
1950, the 8th Civ. was up near 
t-'nsan. In north-west Korea, 
about 70 miles below the Yalu 
river. At 10:30 p.m. the Chinese 
Communists hit the 3rd battalion 
.with their first major attack of 
the Korean war. 

Blowing bugles and whistles, 
firing burp guns, throwing hand-
grenades, the newly arrived Chi
nese Reds swarmed out of the 
darkness on the outnumbered 
Americans. The fight lasted 
through the next day, and after. 

FATHER KAPAUN had I 
chance to escape but he stayed 
with the wounded. He was cap
tured and died in prison camp, 
May 23. 1951. 

Two years later, released pris
oners of war gave him praise 
such as they give no other man. 
Tributes from non-Catholics were 
as glowing as those from Catho
lics. 

The soft-spoken, sandy-haired 
priest, who went to the seminary 
from a farm home at PUsen,.Kan
sas, had aroused admiration ear 
ly In the war. 

Men still tell how he kept visit 
Ins; the battalions and companies 
during the battle of the Naktong 

without a marked feeling of rev
erence." 

This' came from a man whose 
own record is magnificent. He. 
too, stayed with the wounded! 
when he had a chance to leave. 
His fellow captives have spoken: 
oJf the devotion with which he 
and other army doctors cared for 
Use sick In prison camps. 

"Father Kapaun was a chap
lain, a spiritual leader," Captain 
Anderson explained. "He was 
100% man, with no idea of per
sonal fear. His leadership was the 
haardest type, for he led strictly 
by example. 

T H E CHINESE and North Ko
reans refused to allow him to at
tend men who were very sick. 
Practically everyone in our group 
asked for him and wanted some 
sort of spiritual sustenance. 

"He'd volunteer for all sorts of 
work details that would take him 
out of our compound, so that he 
could see everyone possible. He 
was by far the hardest working 
man we had." 

When the officers were separ
ated from the enlisted men. Fa
ther Kapaun had himself as 
algmed to carry rations. That en
abled him to go to the other end 
of the valley, where he could slip 
Into men's huts, hear confessions 

Jor George F. McDonell © i Quln-
cy Mats. "When they were sick 
md helpless with dysentery, he'd1 

tike their clothing, no matter 
how soiled, and wash If* 

"It would be hard to find any
one better," said Lieut. Wsalter L-
Jackson, Jr., of Seattle, Wash.) 
"He'd manage to get things for 
the men to ea t So that we'd gest \ 
some vitamins, he'd cook some of., 
those green weed* for us ." ' 

Warrant Officer Felix WeCool 
of t h e 1st Marine Division, from i 
Glendale, Calif., brought back a 
treasured relic, a piece of Fa
ther Kapaun'a helmet liner, with 
the chaplain's white cross painted 
on i t . He was moved Into the 
camp about a month before the 
priest's death. 

"He had a big black patch over > 
one e y e and he wore an old stock-1 
Ing o n his head," said Mr. Mo 
CooL "When 1 met him fnrst, h e ! 
was scrounging gear to help men 
out." 

Father Kapaun was highly suc
cessful In raiding the food sup
plies guarded by the Communist 
police. He saw the prisoners sick 
and dying from malnutrition. So 
he said a prayer to St. Dismas 
the penitent thief, and went out 
to forage. It was no theft t o take 
food for starving men to whom It 
was due. But. for the technique. 
he felt that S t Dismas would be 
a food guide. 

"Once he came back with a 
whole aack of spuds," Capt. Jo
seph L. O'Connor of Sprlne City. 

IrUk Missionaries 'ftJPY 
To PoUce In Japan '$&&& 

By FATHER FMDsTlICK BUNSOK 
Shingu, Japan, (NC) — Not many ptieata, 

pastoral errand, «ret the equivalent of a police 
whistles screeching:. 

But this is a common exper
ience here, particularly on festi
val days, for two Irish-born Co
lumbian Fathers, whose usual 
mode of transport is a beaten-up 
motorcycle. 

The explanation is the very un
usual relationship that has 
sprung up between the Shingu 
police force and the two priests 
—Father Alexander Eaton, who 
halls from County Mayo, and his 
assistant, Father John McGrath, 
all the way from County Cork. 

HOW THIS relationship began 
is a story with a generous blend 
of Irish charm and Oriental hero-
worship. 

l^WIT^f 
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•<5 • 4 ' Mission Role 
Explained By 
Bishop Sheep 

Washlaaloa — ( N O - Bishop 
Fulton J. Sheen told a gatherirug 
of priests and Religious con
nected with mission work that 
the main purpose of foreign 
missionaries "is to put ourwlvaar 
out of business a s soon U poss
ible." 

He noted that the goal of ths> 
It all started about 18 months j Church in the mission fleldl I s 

ago through the good offices' of t h e establishment- o f natty* 
the police chiefs daughter, nine- clerW a n d Sisterhoods. Thto, hat 
year-old Noriko. She was among 
the first to greet and welcome Fa
ther Eaton when he came to 

said, would allow the foreign 
missionaries to pack up arid g o 
home. But he added: "It win 

Kansa*. (ity. Mo.—The Joseph J. Griesenser family of Billings, Mo., who have IS children, re
ceived the National Catholic Rural Life Conference award for the rural family of the year 
from Bishop Edwin V. O'Hara of Kansas City, Mo. (right). Back row—Vinrent (8 month*), Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph GrieMcmcr. Lt. John Grlesemer (L'SAF), 23, Renins, 20. tenter row—Teresa, 
17, Charlm, 10, I'aul. 9, Alice. 8. Bottom row—Bernard, 3, Anna, 7. Donna, 5. Joan. 2. Award 

was presented at the .NCBLC'a 31st annual convention. (B.NS Photos). 

Shingu with his motor bike. Be-ne™ J)fPP<.u * , « 
fore long, the two had become' TF"*2? ' ° I & E ? - 0 B " 
close friends, and Noriko was e r s hfd

 f
c a r e d f o r W*0****-

given many a free piDion-ride a s ' ™ " ** ^ f ^ f S v ' ^ L " 
the priest went about his pastor- U * , n d

l i »
i d * £ • ? * •£*• ••** 

al chores a n d orPhans—Bishop Sheen de-
F-.k-. 'p . ,. ^ .'tared that Catholic missionaries 
Father Eaton's wit and good ~, r f n r m ..«,. _*. t*^Z~.ZT 

humor, plus the pillion rides and p e- r f°"n - t h e eT^atnt bUmU*-

Reds Barred 
From N. Y. Schools 

Albany, V V. (NC) — Mem-
»us unvci ui • unci iccu waa - —. —•<• • _ . „ , . . , . _ . „ii.. . 1 1 1 u 1 . L . »»• r- • «i - /-. b ,'^, ° ' " l p <<>mmunist Party 

killed at the wheel, one October U e u t - Walter L. Mayo of Water-f Mim**" aald Lieutenant Mayo, alh leluible channels that H i s Lmmence Aloysius Cardinal wUl be barred from teaching In 
day. Father Kapaun drove the l

, 0 W L ' ***** 'The Chinese took! ""and then go down to the ration Stepinac appears visibly worse under the onslaught of his New York state public schools. 

Jeep, were critically acarce. F a > Q d M O l n t , h e d> l n* 
ther Kapaun got himself a bicy- "^e had the holy oils with him,] -p, recj jed 
cle and made his rounds on that1* P-urp'e stole and a small pyx or! ,iw . . ,. „ 

The driver of a litter jeep was,'dborlum """ no Hosts." said' W ^ d a U M y * p r , y e r t 0 S L 

Cordinol Stepinac's Health 
Reported 'Visibly Worse1 

Trieste ( N C ) — Word has reached here through grmer-

• other miscellaneous factors, com 
1 blned to make him a hero In 
Noriko's eyes. But the whole bus
iness was a headache for her fa
ther, the police chief. He con
fessed later that for months af
ter the priest's arrival in town, 
he and all the members of his 

arlan work' In the world. 
He recalled that after a Red 

Cross official had told him of that 
work of the Red Cross recently, 
he in turn described the Church's 
worldwide mission activities. The 
Red Cross leader, he said, had to 
admit that the work of that or
ganization "pales Into inalgnlfl-

•dump. We were getting only 
cracked corn and millet and not 

Jeep and Its load of wounded. a n | h l s rosary away; so he made one 
der Are, to safety. j 0 ' wire." 

"He never got excited." said a Every day the priest gathered 
fellow-chaplain. Father (Capt) I the Catholics for the rosary. With _.. „ . .. . . 
Al Knler of Green Bay. The leg the non-Catholics he recited the * ™ R * d P°Ilc« * n d «et away with 
end persists that Father Kapaun' Lord's Prayer In each billet, ev.'*5"1* 300 lbs. extra grain- Fa-
had a pipe shot out of his mouth ery night. He held Sunday scrv- j eher Kapaun did most of It. He'd 
on two occasions, along the front. I Ices, at which he preached, but, flu hi* pockets with salt, which 

blood disease 

* » EXMAIN8 now he. with ?"""!„ " 3 J ^ f 1 , r ! K I « « — « needed badly. 
those of the men he served. In a he could not celebrate Mass In 

rNardeila, Father Kapaun's right-
raand man, came through. re-

grave In Red-held North Korea. I l t e p r U o n C l m p -
But he still wields a powerful Tbt Chinese Communists 
spiritual Influence. Men lately re- etched and sometimes ridiculed 
turned fr«m prison camps have"" P r , ' s t , n d h l s congregation 
testified to It ! during the services. 

"Father Kapaun had a tremen- At least two officers recently 1 ^ , ^ p r i s 0ners wanted to talk 
dous impact on me." said Capt. "leased received instructions and mhMt , h e p r J M t ^ ^ for 

Clarence L. Anderson, army doc- baptism from Father Kapaun In i sfet. 
tor from Long Beach. Calif., a,captivity. | ..He ^ everything a wan 
saon-Cathbllc. "To me and to other HZ BELTED TBE men In ev-i oould and would pull rough du 
men who knew him Intimately, cry way possible. tsea," scald Warrent Officer EU3w|n 
he la more or less a saint. He was' He was busy all the time, dnini; S . Smith of SayrevUle. N. J 
m man I cannot even thin* about something for the men," said Ma- (wras a man In a million." 

Arrorriinc to this report, the slble "under favorable conditions'' 
nough of either. We'd confuse Archbishop of Zagreb Is not bed- l0 a r r e s t , t 8 progress. 

rlddrn and continues his cuslum- " r h c l T te- however. In the pros 
• . . , „ . cnt case a serious factor of stress 
ary n<u\ i ties rach da v. But ar>- . . . . . ,, . 

' ^ wluch cannot be controlled as 
parentis his physical condition i s lonf, M fre Cardinal continues 
growing slowly but definitely u n d e r n la p r e M n t regime of re 
"on* stralnt," the doctors concluded. 

LAST Sl'MMEB two American " 

From the first day of Little 
Switch last ApriJ to the last day specialists flown to Yugoslavia t o Mexican Cowboys 
o f Big Switch, when Capt. Ralph examine the ailing Cardinal a t J» p . . . 

' the request of the American Hler- v l l f l lQpTimd^G 
arch> 
from » se\rre form of polyr> 
them.a T~hls is a disease marked 

found he was suffering Mexico City -• i.N'C) Mem 
bors of the' Mexican Xa1 tonal 
Federation of Cowboys made 
their annual pll|;rlmage to the 

by nn abnormal increase of 1 b e Basilica of Our Lady of Guada-
red blood cells. lupe here. Wearing their tradi 

While the American doctors tiortal. colorful garb the cowboys 
found the disease incurable even marched to the basilica from a 

He wiih the latest modern tmr point on the Paralvlllo Boulevard 
' ments they said that It was |»s- about two miles away. 

the state'H Board of Regents 
has ruled. 

The derision was hated on a 
finding that the party "teacliei 
and embrace* the doctrine thai 
the Government of the United 
Stale* should be overthrown by 
force and violence." 

The board listed tttate and na
tional Communist parties as 
subversive and thun automati
cally barred members from 
Joba In the public iw-hool sys
tem. 

A special committee had pre
viously heard 2,300 pages' of 
testimony in 2S hearings. A 
court battle over the decisis* 
appeared likely after a spokes
man for the CommunKt I'artj-
In New lork said the regents 
action would be appealed. 

household were subjected morn-. cance" when confronted with the 
ing, noon and night to a steady I record of the Church. 
barrage of praise for the **Shim-: —o 
pusama" I priest I from the ador
ing Noriko. 

In the circumstances, a meet
ing between the "fathers" was In
evitable. When It did take place, 
Noriko's father freely gave per
mission for her to attend Sunday 
school at the church. Better atffl. 
the father himself was soon seek
ing to know more about the Cath
olic Church. 

j SO EWTBESSED was the police? 

Cemetery AsiociatioQ 
Emphaxizei Spiritual 

Cfcwasai - fNC) — A pro
gram calling for more eraphasla 
on the spiritual side and lets on 
the business and Industrial side 
of a Catholic cemetery was adopt, 
ed here at the sixth annual Na
tional Catholic Ceaetsartea As
sociation .convention. 

. . . ^ u ^ . M Auxiliary Bishop Floyd L Be 
ch|ef by what he learned that he | ̂  o f Cleveland, outlining tin 
arranged with Father Eaton f o r j ^ ^ ^ M i toaMy., c ^ 
all si^ry of the policemen VBier i ctmettry titovli be cooductad M 

him to attend a weekly tauk by (h* athoUca to txr* rriaj t* 
one of the priests as part of their ^me will be able L, obtain u 
general educational program. m u c h ^ ^ ^ ^ u prssmtaay 

For more than twt> months cathoUcs have gained from tin 
now, Fathers Eaton and Mc- burial places of early.I 
Grath have alternated In lectur-' »our cemeteries today, aa HI 
ing for an hoirr a week to an those of the early Ojrlttlani, 
average of 50 f>olice officers on — mUst rtfiect our belief In the in-
believe it or not — the Catholic, morality of the souls and of the 
catechism. resurrection." Bshop Begin said, 

i. 
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