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‘God Alone Do I Serve'

Words of St. Lawrence, Bishop Casey’s Patron,

chosen as motto and pledge for coat-of-arms

By ROBERT SMETT

« ND Blessed Lawrence cried
out and said: 1 worship my
God- Him alone do I serve!*

These are the words that the priest
reads when he recites the Divine Of-
fice on August 10, the feast of St.

Lawrence, the martyr-saint of tliird

century Christendom,

And these are the words—“Him
only do 1 serve”—found Inscribed on
‘the foator-arms of Rochester's new
Auxiliary Bishop Casey, the latest
namessie of the valiant margtyr to
be raised to the Hierarchy of’ the
Catholic Church.

Sajnt Lawrence’s cry was one of
Just deflance to his persecutors wher
they commanded him to worship the
pagan gods of Rome. They remind
us of Our Lord’'s own answer to the
Pharisees, “Render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar’s, and to God
the things that are God's.”

Adoption of St. Lawrence’s brave
words as his eplscopal motto, Is
Bishop Casey's pledge that for him
God’s will is his will, God's way is
the only way, God's service is his
service.

Bishop Casey was fortunate on his
baptismal day, He received a strong
name, a neme rich in Christian tra-
dition and memory, a name of serv-
icc for a jife of service, and a name
of pride to the angels and saints
In heaven.

SAINT Lawrence, the martyr, lived
in the time of the Roman Emperor
Valerian,- around the year 250 A.D.
These were dificult tmes for the
young Church of Christ, although at
first the Emperor was very friendly
to the Christians. ’

Toward the end ol his reign. how-
ever, goaded on by jealousy and cup-
kiity this counsellors made him be
lieve that the Church was a power-
ful organization possessed of great
wealth), Valerlan played the role of
persecutor.

In the year 257, he Issued an edlet
ordering all bishops, priests, and
deacons to sacrifice to the pagan
gods under threat of banishment, and
forbidding all Christians under pain
of death from assembling in public
or in private. and from visiting the
cemeleries (catacombs).

One day, Pope Sixtus 1. the Su-
preme Pontiff at that time, was sur-
prised by the Emperor's guards in
the Catacomb of Callistus while he
was gelebrating Holy Mass He was
beheaded on the spot with six of his
deacons. This was August 6, 258.

There were seven deacons in all
taken that day, snd Lawrence was
the seventh, But he did not die with
the rest. St. Lawrence was resevved
for gremter sufferings before he join-
ed his master and beloved teacher,
Sixtus.

His trial was an atrocity, the sort
to which we have become used to In
"our own day by reports from Red
China and the Iron Curtain nations

The judge, believing the lies that
had been spread regarding the new
religion, called upon Jasrence to
tring forth the treasures of the
Church, which had been cemmitted
to his charge as chief deacen.

LAWREN‘CE smiled and turning
from the magistrate's chair, walked
to the doors of the courtreom. When
he openéd them, the poor people of
the ¢ity, crowded against the build-
ing snd waiting to hear of the fate
of their benefactor, poured Into the
toom.

 With weeping nd wallng, they
grabbed at Lawrence’s hands and feet
to kiss them, to show their love and

-

devotion, Standing tall und straight
in their midst, Lawrence turned to
his judge and said, “Behold, the treas.
ures. of the Church.”

Back in the catacombs, cn the day
that Pope Sixtus was put to death,
the Holy Father had prophesied the
martyrdom of his devotesl deacon.
As the sword was raised to strike the
neck of the Pontiff, Lawrence ran to
him and threw himself against the
body of his spirftual father.

“Father! where do you go without
your son? Holy Priest!. where do you
go without your deacon?’ he cried in
his anguish of separation.

Sixtus dropped his eyes, filled with
a mixture of love and sorrow, and
whispered, “In three days, you will
follow me. A swish of the swod
and the saintly Pope's head fell at
Lawrence’s feet.

The prophecy was .fulfilled. Three

days later, two guards arrived at.

Lawrence’s cell and led the deacon
to the place of executicn. But the
sword that struck down his beloved
Pontiff was not for Lawrence, nor
the cross, dignified by his Master—
but the ignominy ot the gridiron.

The grill—used for the roasting of

a_score of sutkling pigs or’ a whole
steer for some Roman bacchanale--

was the instrument of Lawrences
passion and the throne of his conse-
cration.

As the firz was lighied, Lawrence
was stripped of his clothing, and he
remembered that all this had hap
ptned before. He remembered Christ

being painfully stripped of His gar
ments on the hill of Calvary as He
accepted His croass,

LAWRENCE was taken by the
arms and legs and lifted aboveg the
gridiron where the flamies already
lcked through the cross bars and
the meta] showed white-hot. The tor-
ment was preat and the paln unbear-
sble, but Lawrence thought again of
his words to the judge, “Him only do
I serve.”

Death for Christ: Martyrdom for
the Faith! This was the service de
manded of Lawrence. This was asked
of Mm as the servant of his Master,
fo give all. even 10 the last bhreath.
And so there was happiness in this
agony, there was joy In this death,

a death usually surrounded by tears
ond tortured “screams.

+Theve was a smile on his face as
Lawrence turned to his judee who
stood within the heat of the fire, The
smile broadened In complete pity but
with the inebriation of fulfillment,
for this, certainly, was “to serve”, and
he sald: “I am roasted enough on
this side, (urn me round.”

Neither the Roman magistrates nor
the guards could understand this ut-
terance. They could not understand
foi they served other masters. They
could never know the joy of Law-
rence or his legacy o Christianity —
the definition of service mn the sim-
plicity of “Him only” or “God alone.”

8t. Lawrence is one of the early
Christian murtyrs whose name {s en-
shrined 1 one of the prayers in the
Canon of the Holy Saciifice of the
Masa. Each morning, therefore, as
Eishop Casey_celebrates Mess he wiil
recite the pr:y\er in whica his patron
saint is hm’pond 1

And €xach morning as the name of
Lawrence falls from his lips there
will come to his mind the inipiratiea
o his patron and the pledge of his
own episcupal consecration— the serv-
fce of Gnd. “I worship my God, Him
alone do I serve”
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Episcopal Shield based

on Casey family of ireland

EARING the Latin motte “IN

Soli Servio® (God Alone I

Serve), the episcopal coat of
arms of the Most Rev., Lawrence B.
Casey, Auxiliary Bishop-Elect to‘the
Bishop of Rochester, is based on the
coat of arms of one of the Casey
famlilies of Ireland.

« The episcopal shield of the Bishop-
Elect consists of a golden fleld bear-
ing a red chevion between three
eagles heads also In red. thus contin-
uing the symbolism found on the
coat of arms fo Irish families bearing
the name of Casey.

The Casey Family coal of arms
has been personalized for the Bishop-
Elect's use by the addition of an up
per compartment or “chief”, as it
i called, of sky blue. To this azure

chief have been added “charges” or

bearings which symbolize the fact
that the Auxiliary Bishop has served
as secretary to iwo Bishops of Roch-
ester.

The gdlden crowned monogram of
the Blested Virgin is derived from
the coat of arms of Bishop Kearney
whom RBishop Caséy formerly served
as gecretary (1937-1948), and whom
he will now serve as Auxiliary
Bishop.

At eitlrer side of the Marian mono-
gram is found a golden holly leat
which represent Hiz Eminence Ed.
ward Cardinal Mooney whom _the
Bishop-Elect also served as secretary
for four years (1933-1837) when His
Eminence was fourth Bishop of
Rochester. The holly tree repre-
sents the Mooney family on. the
Cardinal’'s own episcopal coat of
arms, -

Completing the conl of arms. are
the traditional symbols of the epis-
cnpal office. These inclitde: the, green
pontifical hat with six green taisels
on elther side; and the golden mitre,

processional cross and crozier or
bishop’s staff.

William F. J. Ryan of New York
end authority on Ecclesiastical her-
aldry, designed Bishop Casey's coat
of arms.

The motto ~IIll Soll Servio” com-
memorates St. Lawrence, the early

.

New York
Archbishops

Four of ihe five Bishegs of Roches-
ter have been comacersted by Arch-
hisheps of New Yerk.

Bishep Bernard MeQuald, first Bish-
of» of Rechester, was consecrated In
8¢, Patrick's Cathedral, New York, en
July 12, 18688 by Avchhishep Jelin
MeClooky, whe later becanns the Sireé
Amesienn Cardinal.

bishep Joli M. Farley.
Blahep of Nochedler, was consecrated
n 84 Patritk’s Cathedral, Rochenter,
ou March 19. 1990 by Pairick
Hayes. ' .
Bishep Jamis B Kearmey, fifeh
mam.-mm‘
Binhep of SaM Lake Cly im Bt Pat-
tick’s Cathedral, New York, on Oct
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Christian martyr and baptismal pat
ron of the Bishop-Elect.

While on triil for his faith in Rome
in the year 258, St. Lawrence told the
judg€: “Deum meum colo, i soll
servio“—"1 worship God, Him alone
do I serve.”-
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