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v at thelr home Mr. Smith
@ lnnding out. cigars at the
pant and telling everyom ‘he
can_persuade te listen, what &
wonderful son he has. At home,
the new mother ig._proudly re
oelving the congratulations and
good wishes of friends and rela-
tives, K

‘The reactions-of the new par-
ents are {ypical; the circum-
stances of the baby’s arrival at
their home are different, Baby
Bobby has been placed with the
Smiths . for ;adoption by the

N Catholic Family Center. -

Some of the facts about adap-
tion at the agency can be
Jearned by listening to the an-
swers given by the Smiths.
These are some of the™ques-
tions asied them by interested
frienvds and relatives:

“Did you have to wait long?”
— “Was there a lot of red
tape?”—“Did the social worker
come to your house ahd look
under your beds?"—"“You have
to own your own house or
have lot of money, doo't you?”
— “Can his own parents take
him away from you?” .

Quesiion Asswered

“We really didn't have te
wait as’long as we thought. It
was about a year after the first

Hét

‘that w g Hobby:
Actnany it “wass only . thm
months ldpger than itwe had
our bwn." -

“As tgru Ted tape xou, we
aid havo ‘te undergo a study.
The amey did have to know
what ‘we were like sfid what
Kind of a child we wanted be-
fore they knew whether ‘they
would have the right child ‘for
s,

“The.study consisted of dis-
cussions of our religious prac-
tices, our hedlth, fnances, hous-
-jng, personal and family social
historlies. We didn't have to
own our own house or have a
lot of money. .

“We bad *to have enough
room i _our house for a baby
and be secure enough finan-
cially so that Bobby -wouldn’t
be_a burden,

“And the social worker didn't
look uUnder the beds — I think
she was too busy looking into
our hearts to see how we
would love a child.”

“We are not wosried about

away from us because his own
family had surrendered m
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| | behavior or other problems

‘Red Tape’

T Decision -

iml want te stay with us even
he wiH know he is
adopted.” . .
. Preparations Made
A brief look  behind the
happy 'scene previous to the
timo of placetnent will reveal
gt the preparations that
made placement of Bobby poc
sible. There M the commend-
able work of the foster parents
in whose home Bobby lived be-
fore he went to the Smith
home, It was their affection and
attention that helped Bobby to
bé_the happy, normal baby he
x\aa at the time of placement,_
The pediatriclan who visited
Bobby In the foster home
monthly and when needed, de-
serves credit. At the sgency,
one of the social svorkers had
‘seen the mother (or mother
and father) to obtain the fac
tual background information
that would enable the right
home to be picked for Bobby,
More Important, she had
helped the parent make a prac
tical plan for him. In a manner
-that was neither condemniftg
nor condoning, the sochal work.
e helped the mother under-
stand the circumstances that
led to the birth of the child;
to face the realism that along
with the rights of parenthood
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Gives counseling and con:
tUnued case work service to
Catholic families and In-
dividuals having problems
which affect the stability of
the home. This intludes
marital counseling, work
with adolescents, unmarried
mothers and displaced per-
sons. Cooperates with pa-
rochial and public schools
referring children who have

tequiring casework Re
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Home for the Aged, givey
casework sorvice to these
{nstitutions, and on request
of the local courts to institu.
tions outside of Rochester,
serving  Catholic  children
and adolescents. The agency
also places children In certi-
fled boarding homes and in
approved adoption homes,
Catholic Family Center Is a
casework agency of the
Cathollc Charities of the
Diocese of Rochester.
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there were deflnite responsibili-  happiness of another above per-
Ues. sonal desirex,
y ! There was the satlsfyin
When the child was finally knowledge that semevhere :
released for adoption, it was . ,yne like the Smiths would
done willingly and with true give this baby the complete
love Umt places the welfare and  family life that Is his right.
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