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BY REV. PATRICK J, FLYNN

TWICE the world found Christ in a garden. Once in the

Garden of Gethsemani on the night of His betrayal and once
in the Garden of the Tomb on the morning of His resurrec-
tion from the dead.

THE OPENING SCENE in the drama of Qur Lord's Passion
finds Him standing in the shadows of Gethsemani and facing an
armed band of men who have come to seize him. These men are his
enemies.

+ " Christ halts their advance with this simple question: *Whom do
you seek?"

“Jesus of Nazareth.” Christ’'s enemies are emphatic and ready
with their answer. And so is Christ. 1 am He,” he tells the men
who will lead Him to death on Calvary's cross.

NOW TURN TO ANOTHER scene which spelled triumph over
the dark hours of Gethsemanl and Calvary. It is a few days iater
in the early dawn of Easter morning. the third day after Christ's
death on the cross.

The light of the breaking dawn reveals a weeping woman, Mary
-Magdalen, standing before an open tomb in a garden near Calvary.
This is the tomb where Christ's friends had buried Him hurriedly
on Good Friday afternoon,

But the tomb is empty! And Mary Magdalen concliudes that
Christ's enemies have stolen His body.

As she wept, ke stsoped down and Josked ints the temh,

« And she saw {wo angels In white sitting, one at the head and

one at the feet, where the bedy of Jesuia had beea lald.

They uid to her: “Woman, why .art- thew -weeping ?” She ,
said to them, “Beonuse (hey have takek away my Lord, and 1 |
de net know where they have il him.” '

. When the had nald this she turned around and hoheld Josus
slaading there, and she did mot tnow that & wan Jeaud. Srsun
sald o her, “Weman, why art thed weeping® Whon doast theom |
seek?” She thinking that He was the gardeser, said o Nim,
“Sie, W theu has remweved Mim fell me where thou hant Jaid
Him and | will take Him away.”

*  Jesws sald 10 her, “Mary!” Turaing, she sald te Nim, “Rab- |
boui!” ’
. L] L

“WNOM DOST THOU SEEK®" This question opens and cli-
maxes the story of Christ's Passion. This same sharp question is
Christ's challenge to his enemles In Gethsernani and to his friends
at ithe Sepulchre.

‘The suffering Christ of Gethseman| and the Risen Christ of
Easter probes men's hearts with the same sll important query —
"Who!n dost thou seek?”

Today, on this Eastertide of 1953, Christ's chalienge echoes
forth again from the pages of the gospel as eloquently as It did
f;;nm ltha darkness of Gethsemani or the dawn of the Resurrection

orning.

As the presence of the Risen Christ once again walks in the
garden of the world at this new Easter Season, men and women
halt in their mad rush to hear God challenge their hearts, eyen as
He ¢nce challenged Magdalen's. “Whom dost thou seek?”

What answer does our world give today to Christ's question?
Let modern foes of Christ answer His question themselves and in
thefr own way. What answer shall we give, We who call ourseives
Christ's friends?

“WHOM DOST THOU SEEK?” Many must answer this guestion

with embarrased silence. Many will stammer in confusion. mindful | danger *

of the fact that their day-today lives belle any serfous search for
Christ's divine love.

Many must confess that they seek a false Christ of their own by assuming a knowledge of

making, They seek an easy Christ, who makes no laws, commands
no alleglance, saves no souls. They seek a Christ who never asks '
disturbing questions, *

But this is not the Christ of Gethsemani or Calvary. This is
not the Christ who broke out of the tomb on Easter morning with'
a triumphant challenge to the whole world on his lips—a challenge :
which really said, "NOW will you have ME?” ‘

L ]

THE THRIST WHO MET MARY Magdalen In the garden on'
Flstcrg}mprnlng wore the wounds of the cross, the scars of nails
in His hands and feet. He had bought life for all men at the cost of
His own. He had a right to expect that all of us would come run-

hing te acclaim Him with the MagdalenliRe accents of devotion)

and love—‘“Master”,

: Sooner or later all of us must answer the challenge of the
Risen Christ. He has a right to an gnswer from all of us. Each’
of us must make our own answer for ourselves. i

“Whom dost thou seek?”’ » ; -

by the. Rev. John P. O'Mears,

Easter Programs | o scr i b2 Yoo
College, and the Rev, Richard

l.llt. w Ma":' ";o‘;zuey of OI:" l;'.dy of \le::y.
- Seminary Choir | Jih Schéol witl proncs

The Sisters’ Choir of_the |

Solemn Migh Mass will be*
televised from Mercy Methers
howne Chapel on Easter Sum-.
day ‘morning from 9:45 to 11
s, over WHAML-TV,

‘e Very Rev. John F, Mur-
phy, CS.B., president of St
déhn Fisher College, will be
celebrant. Other offices will ke
filled by St Bernard's and St ¢

Anirew's semiarions, .

umdef the direction

The 8. Bersard's Semisary
Cholr will o ard en Easter

the Columbia Brendcasting Syn-

tew's “Chilrthy of the Al", 8 °
national Retwerk feature. j
Ao cholr bn wnder the direc:. |
ton -0l ihe  Tav. Chirles 4,

O 1T Spenar ot (65 peograim will °
e (he. Rev. Gordon Alsion of
' 4, Either ~ Abion s

Molherhoune will sing the Mase -
"“l‘ Blter | |
Mary Riwine, BOM, - .}

Sunday frem 10:30 to 11 am. |
over WHRC in Rechester o |

‘He Has Risen!

He is Not MHere!

3‘0 ./4090{ spoke and said to the women, “De not

be afraid; for T know that you seek Jesusx, Who was

HOPELESS LOVE AFFAIRS

crucified. He is not here, for He has ricen even as He

. said. Come. see "the place where the Lord was laid.. .”

‘Reckless Courting’ Scored As Dangerous

Lafayette, Ind. — (NC) — Reckless courting and mar- quiry of the pastor at the rarly

riage outside the Church are dealt with by Bishop John G-

Bennett of Lafayette in a strongly worded pastoral letter.
Bishop Bennett called attention — 777"~ - -

to “the reckless habit of company f{ree to marry upon the submis-

keeping with those who have sion of the case to the proper

been married.” and stated that authorities , . . Relying on hear-

“such association leads to serious say the Catholic party has al-
lowed herself or himsel! to be-

“IN MOST CASES the Clthollc' come involved in a hOpP‘(‘SS» love

party salves his or her conscience affair. and the results are disas-
trous in so many instances
*“There i{s one safe method and
theology and decides that the that is to keep awayv from such
married person can be declared alliances, or at }east make In-

Chicago—Mr. uad Mis. {05adas Bionann | orbd’ 7 M.

- -

stage long before affection has
developed.”

Speaking of the marrnage of a
Catholic  outside the Church.
Bishop Bennett said: -

“A Catholic who does such a
traitorous thing in the presence
of a non-Catholic minister incurs
the censure of excommunication.
*All those who. because of family
ties or friendship. participate in
any way in any marriage of a
Catholic outside the Church com-
mit grievous sin.

i —— ¢

Club this week.
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rof “Religion and Education.”

. Public education in America mth return to thq
tion of God and the need of religious training in
i check the advance of moral decay now gripping the.: 5
) *His Excellency Bishop Kearney told the Rochester Kiwani

The Bishop addressed the weekly -Kiw*anis on.
i Wednesday noon in the Seneca Hotel Ballroom on the subject

sy

Secularists

+
e
v

L %

n on

Sn b
lune

. v .
He deplored the fact that “Many of our countrymen’do not -
trymen do,
see that the moral and spiritual values which have made A‘m‘gi‘%]'g: .

Island's Chieftain
To Become Priest

Sydney, Ausiralis—(RNS)—
A young hereditary chieftain of
the Solomon Island,, whose an-
cestors were mnotorious head.
hunters, will shrortly be ordsin.
ed to the Catholic priesthood.

He is Aloysls Tamuka, who
began his priestly studles un-
der the iate Father James Hen-
nessy of Boston, a2 minsionary
in the Solomons who lost his
life during the Japnese occu-

- pation.

| State fails in this help, when it

- — e e e ———

Big Family All Dressed Up For Easter

Sunday

' great, find their origin, their strength and their Gltimate val
' in God and God alone.” utlmate)x;}m_

"The profound dignity of the —— -
"human personality is only intel-|

[ ]
‘ligible in the light of the dignltyiBlShop

-of the soul ereated by God" he
! said,

“‘Personal respomibility’ s
8 meaningiess phrase unless
there be & God to Whom man
s responsible and Who revards
and~ punishes. ‘Devotion te
truth® s a delusion wunless
there_be 3 Truth which all men
can Know and love.

Plans
Evening Mass
On May Day

His Excellency Bish Kearney
t
. iwill offer an eveningopMm and
“‘Moral equality’ Is absurd Preach at 5:3) p.m, on May Day
unless there be a Being before |(May 1) at the Campus of St
Whom we mre morally equal. {John Fisher College.
‘Brotherhood’ s impossible un- | This will mark the first uge
less there be a Fatherhood ks |In the Diocese of Rochester of

| God,” he explained. che evening Mass privilege re.

The Bishop struck out at wpye YUY granted by Pope Plug XIL,

way of life we call secularism” EN HIS Apostolic Constitution,
‘and called it an even greater|'Chrittus Dominus” issued on
danger than “the constant temp- January &th of this year, the
tation for this country to turn|Holy Father gave Bishops the
away from God and to become;{dculty of permitting evening

_ ~ [Masses in their di
l o oy oceses on
immersed in material purs cal days Choly days and F‘irx:'

FOLLOWERS OF secularismn, |Pridays),
the Bishop said, “seek to Semove wh:y 1“3:21.0;,0:'"& m&'
all influence of religion from pub-‘ {ut gather, and for the benefit of
lic life and education. Their main special classes of persons such as
jeflorts are centered on the di-'workers,
vorce of feligion from education.| aray p, this ‘
Their strategy seems t6 be: first, | L ;%nt%‘w’:‘“mm‘gh‘m
to secularize completely the pubd- -
lie schoal and then to claim for| COLLEGE OFFICIALS alw
_#R 2 total monopoly of education.” explained that choice af May Day

for the first evenin Mlass
“Teaching moral and spirituxl the pew Papal pr%vile.ge ll‘:df:;
values divorced from religlem 'keeping with » growing move

s based only om sociml com- ment among American Catholics
vention s not enough,” sald o reclaim May .Day (Mary's
Bishop Kearney, “There can be  Dayv: from the Communisti who
no firm and lasting monlity hold worldwide demonstrations
tnless man’s conscience Is en- on that dav.
lightened by the kmowledge of The evening Mass will be sald
principles that express God's out of doors on the terrace in
fixed law." front of the Administration
He warned that “without re- . Building of the College. An altar
ligion morality becomes simply Surmounted’ with a statue of Our
a matter of individual taste, of Lady will be erected in the cen-
public opinion or majority vote. i 1¢r arch of the loggia.
Without religlous  eduemtion, Students of St. John Fisher
moral education is kmpossible.” .C?lllleze and Nazareth College
w ; .
! The Bishop omphallrally de- Qyr ﬁfjr;,d ::: ‘l’:mt}:: hrgcr?t::i(::
mied that opposition to the secu-

of the Rosary.
lariét trend in education gives .. ...

reason for saying tha: “we are )
the enemies of the public makes the task more diffcult
schools.™ and even penalizes parents who
try to fulfill this duty sccord-
“WE RECOGNIZE that the Ing to conscience, by depriving
State has a legltimate and even their children of their right un-

ol

S

necessary concern with edue. der our Federal Constitution to
tion." he admitted. “but if re- auxilimry wmervices, this can
ligion is important to good citi-  only se regarded ms an utterly

zenship, then the State must give'
recognition to its importance in
pubiic education.

unfair and shortsighted policy.”

Bishop Kearney expressed
.alarm over current charges de-
“The State, therefore, has the nouncing all non-public schools
duly to help parents fulfill as "divisive.”™
their task of religions instruc-.  “Tn.  gifferences which are
tion and tralning. WWhen the . paney) 10 our country.” he, ex-

plained. “are those which divide
our peaple in their duty of loy-
alty, patriotism, and good citizen-
ship. Education of children in
schools under religious auspices
has no such effect,” he said.

“ON THE contrary.” he added.
*the religlous instruction children
‘receive in religious schools incul-
‘cates the duties of leyalty, pat-
riotism and civic service based on
love o{ God. ol neighbor and
{country. Education »hat is truly

than & dividing force.”

i o~
! Recalling that President Eis-
i enhoWer, before making his in.
P [ augural sddress, offered 8 pray-
er to God as the first officlal
act of his administration, Bish<
- op Keariiey commented: ;
“We should ceriainly-smcours

| age religion in the educition of
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Ireligious is a unifying rather

'ﬁ :

»

s e e et .

JLS

Ty

- o

T e



file:///-Vaw''

