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By MRS. GRACE SOHNSON

Apostolic Church.

hut very strict as to religious be
Y had to attend Sunday School,

teaching was tn German.
When I became & young lady,
the Church of my parepts be

lcame a stranger to me-I even

xtoppect going, much to my fath

and the more I came in contact

belleve.
In fact, I fell in love \vith a
Catholic young man, later to be
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my husband, and began_going to, parish  were, very . frlendl
Chureh - with him,: but “only ‘e |much: éo that 1 was
caslonally becauie of foar of my|te stop in lor A Vg
father, There was something very [very self:cor ‘ciostsly
atttactive and appealing aboiitlone was watching. .me.
the Catholic Church —I° felt; so] Bt I felt 50 gad inside’ vf‘me:

much at home — this must be sp:mueh at peace, tRat 1 aoon
Gol's home! v a8 1L
George Johngon, my yuung belonged. I knew, howev :
man, wanted to marry me, but X' wound not be com;pletelr ﬁappy
knew - that my father was op-juntil I was truly g-Catholid,’
poted to the idea of my marriage;
té 4 Catholie. Since I was only
seventeen then, I had to abide by
his wiskes, . fortune — this was part. T
- George was intent on marriage, | God's s price for Fﬂﬁ}‘ Geor
by elopement if necessary, and
so 'we went to New York and:
were marrled by .a minister, an
act which cansed George to be- rested the growth of the dl
come excommunicated from his{ As time went on- hé beg
Church ‘with eonsequences which
I xealized as the yedrs want by‘Ll' discquragement. Thene
An act for which I have begged/many misundenstanding
God's forglveness many times
since my conversion. .1Both of us wem very much UP‘? )

: : set, - -
GOD HAD plans for me which Therefore, prayer was m}r

When asked recontly why 1 bes
came a convert of Catitiolicism,
L my firat reaction was one of ir
ritation because, ever since my
Baptism several years ago, T have
felt az if I was atways. a Cathollc.
“Then I began to think back over
the years and the story of my
conversion—God's way of leading
me to the One Holy, Catholic.

My parents were members o!
the German Lutheran Chuxch,
My father was 8 very good man

1lef and very strongly prejudiced
‘ltagainst the Catholics. As & child]

even though it was diffieult for
mé to understand because the

er’y dispieasure. I Wgan working

I never dreamed of! George and
worked hard, and somehow
managed to overcome the difficul-
ties of the first years of mar-
.riage. We were not blessed with
children, but there were other in-
dications that we were not mban-
doned by God.

In time we prospered by care-
ful saving and wjse investment,
and bought our own home in a
govd nelghborhood, acquiring
Iriends many of whom *were
Catholics. At our frequent gath.!
erings they would-speak of their

Church and I envied them wh::tt!a Catholic.
they had.

Grudualfy I began praying that
someday somehow I would be be
fortunate enough to be a Catho-
lic, not realizing the sacrifice God
would ask of me for so priceless

with Catholie friends the more |
began to realize that they were
ot as bad as I was taught to

NO ONE made a posmve
to lead me Ifito the-

George who had thought er-

as through so,
working on m

- Then came the I}AQ‘
we lost all our life

I now see 8s God's first siep in
answering my prayers, the
B 0 9

gift o‘;f Ft:l)l'h sz;iﬂa?s ;‘;ﬂgg?u‘inoceivea Holy <Communion
task to start all over again ufterz
nearly thirty years of hard work,!
but we began the rebuilding
hopefully. Withi our aAew savings
from dxily sweal of brow we,home,
bought & home. ers answe
| Much to my joy, there was al NOW, ¥ WAS sure. evel
Catholic Chur'chz on the corner — {was golng to

St. Stanislaus — inspiring in its{there was still t
beauty. warm and appealing In
stmosphere of home. My,soon made known.
= neighbors all thought =1 was a, George became sericusly stxick Caroling through St. Andrew's

|entering ‘as bravely “as .1

version,

strution.

mot  even ~my mvn.pastor to take care of me)

d made this step im
jut 1 became more,

c"iﬁ,;ﬁg}?a xa‘ff,; i edge that 1 could b

strange power* hours. In all he
art, drawing

N
ings. This grateful to him.

Before golng an, et me ;‘eJate
what had, happenek while Geq) ge .
and 1 were rebylding our- lost

developed cancer —= 4 terzible.
shock to us both, He: bp,gm 1aking.
treatments. which temporarily’

feel more and mofe painand with

That was what I had beencome to an end W i
waiting for, someone to ask ‘me! [ing to do all atone? But again my
I replled immediately that J{Catholic frien
ywould be most happ¥to be one, | especially m
\if possible, and at omce we madej by God to sy rescue. They show-
| arrangements for my first ii-jed me how to live agaln, how to

B patlently and kindly won me/over

o God. I couldn't wait for the
‘duys to pass. The Instructions 5o
tsatisfled my hunger for knowl

! that this young/priest showed me
y God throdgh his own priestly
sion and Chrjst like theart. I am déeply

ving finished course of
ing:uctgn 1 was n;ya ptized; crf bxeagmamx see ‘tshatthe;n&g;: 7
X ent sion urches, as long
i George and [ weatlo Corles 'to: Catholie, were my home; all of
ether, and our marriage was them were One and the Sa

magde vaitd in the eyes of God!
Howextremely happy we wiére—
Géorge wis badk In his Fathers

e e
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S e Knowns, T 4% H.pop Girl Scouts,

;: _ CHRISTMAS nm of St, Mary's. Hosplisl. Nui
: Assoclation In Powes FHglel, Dee. 26 Iy being pia
small quarrels |n those dayg,' Miss Dorothy Hood, -oxchestra chairman (e

Marilyn Muller, publlclty g:mlrmﬂ!l.

g1 - st M ary’s Hosxn,tal Nur
{hold their annuat Christmaag, B
| Powets_Hotel, Ballroom

; Bweet,

gia? for" daricing foms
' Mrs, Max:y\wWhnehair and Miss

They ‘are being assisted by

Ddrothy Réud, orchestra air
'man; ‘Mrs, Marilyn Mulley, publi-
city chdirman; and Mis Barbara

{Rith E. Mandell are co-chairmen chid o

Mc&fDolf
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nolnted and prepared for dieath.

Encouraged- by me, Geoxge Ine But even in the midst of sorow,
vited the pastor of the parish t0iGod was good to us.

our home, He accepted our ‘invits.
tion graciously and-we had &
wonderful visit, my first personal

contact with a priest, I. was}iooed proof fo me that Gotjlyl

George's condition Improved
&rd he lived for over three wears,

thought my world

and neighborg,
priests were sent

see in 4ll of this God’s Holy Wil
I was encouraged to recclve Holy

FEOM THE moment I beganicoqmunion trequently, espechl-

‘taking instructions, the young “on the First Fridays of each
priest (who was assigned by th 4 4

month.

As time went on T becamme ac
tive in parish activities, and be-
came a member of the Holy

3t

part of Churchr life as any wmem-

consolation in attending nowenas
and devotions in the various
Churches.

,God 1 have tried to attend all

; Cathollc, and the priests of the

" Augustine

R Rev. Msgr lotin M.
Duffy, Pastor
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.en with cance;, was opqratad on|parish on Friday evening, Dcc

19, will be girls of three Scout:
"Troaps of St, Andrew’s Churpch,
After going thxough the ye’{gh

‘ols, the girls will be enlertained
at & Christmas party In the
chuxch halk &
Lexders of the troops for the'
caroling will bes Troop- 486, Aud-|
rey Rinehart, Frances Malczew
ski; . Troop 305, Elizabeth Am
Cook and Mary Lou Polletto

||| Angelx DeRoma. -
I “TEoop commitiee arrangng the.
[Chn:tmas Party s comprised of!
Mesdimes R. Oldfleld, Patrick

Vogt,

'I;ebene, S. Gorezynski, R, Roes
ser, »ﬁoﬁ Marinaro ,;nd Fred

s

and given only a few months to convert Iecture gerl
fcreasing consolatiom, and X¥ihve My world seemed to be fall- :

visits to.Church tooks-on a 6181 ing into Tuin, Wiat kindness was
motive. I needed God's help! This{shown to us by the priests, God
led to the next step in my con-lalone knows. - George was an

the convert
course from. St
ary; recently I’became a.memb
of the Conyért Guild of St.. An
inary. Knowledige of:
made me feel young in}:
my desires to wow for the spread

Most dear to me

lll t
even though I have hmugh,

't mentioned'
‘has been my devotion
rgin Mary—She
her all through
t gave me Hisi & -
His Mother to

d
thrilled and so obviously happy &Ul:‘;‘;f‘ih:‘;;c‘rv;;giﬁm poyler|

that the pastor remsarked would -
not it be wonderful if I could be} When George finally'died, I

to the Blessed Vi
has been my Mo
my trials, Chris
Cross to bear and
help me bear it.
So, in concluslon—-—why
become a convert? My God willed| }-
it so! He lod me through His Ind’
comprehensible ways intc Ris
using His ‘wonderful} §
priests, as instruments,
I AM HOME now at Jast wit
God and His Mother in NN
Church! It 1 had my lie to live | aut
over again, knowing beforeliand
the price Ggd would ask me [n
return for the gilt of Faith and
e joys I have known bacause
I wouldn't hesitate 2.mg
ment—God's Holy Will Be Done!'}

dI
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Name of Mary Soclety, working}the
- and praying with the others,
nyelslt:z:td ::; striving to becomé: as much a
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ber of my parish. I found mnuch;

| pnot!

orm lm!-

Holy House of God. I belonged!)
4o themn all and they to me 1
felt as if 1 had never heerx--any-;

thing but a Catholic all my life!
I ot lasthad my pray; S iring to Know s about

jborhood, singing Christmes car-|}
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