
H S W _i(5!W*««fa>»»W*,S*«Sf»*«*« 

ol 

•U. 

% 

• v . - A . • • • • • . •» 

'*kt^*A.w»„t;.Jr,««.-

Jhtt&ttttjt K" y . 

People who are the least help 
to y o u ^ e those who either air 
ways agree or disagree. 
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BRIGHTON PLAGE 

By MBS. GRACB JOHNSON 
When asked recently why % W 

eame a convert of Catholicism, 
my first reaction was one o* Ir
ritation because, ever since my 
Baptism several years ago. I have 
felt as if I was always a Catholic. 
Then I began to think back over 
the years and the story of my 
conversion—God's way of leading 

. me to the One Holy, Catholic, 
Apostolic Church. 

[ My parents were members of 
the German Lutheran Church, 
3My father was a very good rnan 
fcut very strict as to religious be 
lief and very strongly prejudiced 
against the Catholics. As a child 
I had to attend Sunday School, 
even though It was difficult for 
me to understand because the 
teaching was in German. 

When I became a young lady, 
the Church of my parents be 
carnf a stranger to me—I even 
stopped going, much to my fath
er's displeasure. I "began working 
•*uid"the more I came in contact 
with Catholic friends the more I 
began to realize that they were 
not as bad as I was taught to 
believe. 

In fact, I fell in love with "a 
Catholic young titan, later to be 

ray fittsbjnd, and bega^golng to 
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Church with hjm,« huT-oofr 'oc 
cMilonaUy became of fear o| my 
father, There was something very 
attractive and appealing about 
the Catholic Church - V felt so 
rmich a t home — thja must be 
God's home! 

George Johnson, my young 
man, wanted to marry me, but I 
knew •> that my father was- op
posed to the idea of my marriage 
to a Catholic. Since I was only 
seventeen then, I had to abide by 
his wishes. 

- George wasintent on marriage, 
Jby elopement If necessary, and 

so we went to New York and! 
were married by .a minister, an 
act whjteh caused George to be
come excommunicated from his 
Church with consequences which 
I realized as the years went by. 
An act jfor. which I have begged 
God's, forgiveness many times 
since my conversion. 

GOO HAD plans for me which 
I never dreamed of! George and 
I worked hard, and somehow 
managed to overcome the difficul
ties of the first years of mar
riage We were not blessed with 
children, but there were other in
dications that we were not aban
doned by God. 

In time we prospered by care
ful saving and wjse investment, 
and bought our own home in a 
go-od neighborhood, acquiring 
friends many of whom *were 
Catholics. At our frequent gath
erings they wouW-spealr of their 
Church and I envied them what 
they had. 

Gradually I began praying that 
someday somehow I would be be 
fortunate enough to be a Catho
lic, not realizing the sacrifice God j 
would ask of me for so priceless 

parish were very *deadly, ao 
much so that I was'encoujpaged 
to stop in ior a visit occasionally, 
very selfconsciously as if every
one was watching me. 

But I felt so good Inside of me, 
so much at peace, that 18°""* w*s 

entering as. bravely as it I really 
belonged. I knew, however, that 
I wound not be corrapletely; happy 
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ONE made a positive, 
love to lead me lrtto the' 

urch, not even my pwni 
George who had thought er-! 
roneobsly that his being excom-; 
munlcatsd made this step lm 
possible. Nlut I became more 
and more 
ism, not so much through reason 

until i was truly «-!<e*tJw>stk 
Before going m>. $*. #*• J3# t e 

what had happened! wijljSe, Georf e' 
and i were rebuilding ..oar-- lost; 
fortune — Ibis \yste S r f c ^ o , o | ; 
God's price tax W'mk '*&#&' 
developed cancer - * ..a* twMt 
shock to us both. He Bfi|ffi».0$in£ 
treatments which tenn^ojfaSUyl'lir*. 
rested the growth, osf the d i ^ # « 

AS time went ,ott̂  |hS, |?^*r>V|b/: 
feel more and mOice\painar|d:^v|thi 
tt# discouragement. ;ibim.."$&& 
m a n y misunderatand}ng# \hii& 
small quarrels In fhoje 3ay#^ 
•Both of us were vary flmchv «P>, 
s e t . • . < • , .'.' "' - - ? • . . " . , . • • ' 

Therefore, prayer was myr-# 
creasing consolatloao, W»d: my 
visits to Church too3te on a selfjsh 
motive. I needed God's help! Ihls 
led to the next step in my con
version. 

Encouraged by toe, GeoXige itî  
vited the pastor of the parish to 
our home. He accepted, our 'Invito 
tion graciously and-we had[ «• 
wonderful visit, my first personal 
contact with a priest, 1 was 
thrilled and so obviously hstppy 
that the pastor remarked would 
not it be wonderful if I could be 
a Catholic 

That was what I had been 
waiting for, someoae to ask me! 
I replied immediately that J 

i would be most happy to be one, 
if possible, and at once we made 
arrangements for rny first in* 

J strution. 
I FROM THE moment I began 
'taking Instructions, the voting 
priest (who was assigned by thj 
pastor to take care of me) mtfst 
patiently and kindly won rne^over 
to God. I couldn't w a i t e r .the 

} days to pass. The Instjrubtiojj* so 

S f !? IAS .nA3UJL or **• ̂ ^ ' s mwpif« Nurses' 
Association In ^»we« -3B«lel, Dec. 3tt is beW 
Miss Dorothy Hood^oxehestra 

Marilyn Mailer, 
ehsliinan (lei 

publicity ch»|rm«n, 

and given only a few months to 
live. My world seemed to b e fall
ing Into ruin. What kindness was 
Shown to us by the priests, "God 
alone knows. George was tm-
nointed and prepared for death. 
But even in the midst of sorrow, 
God was good to us. 

George's condition Improved 
and he lived for over three years, 
added proof to me that God- really 
did work His wonderful power 
through the Sacraments. / 

"When George Anally /died, 1 
thought my world bid 
come to an end. What was I go
ing to do all alone? But agaiji my 
Catholic friends and neighbors, 

c u * r ^ C a t h X ! s a & s f l e d m* hunger ^ O r t o ^ I . 
HiLIS-h ™ - ' edge that I could h ^ e stayed ior 

as through som\ strange power j T^J* ^ **?%** J » S ™« 
W rn> heart, draTying1 t l m t t h t o y°u"rpn«st showed me wdrklng 

me on. 
Thert came the Depression and 

we lost all our life savings. This 
I now see as God's first step in 
answering my prayers, the nrst 
part of my sacrifice for SocKs 
gttt of Faith. It was a difflctatsi"e?lved 

my God through his own priestly 
Christ-like heart. I am deeply 
grateful to him. 

Having finished my course of 
instruction I was b a p t i z e d ? 
George'and 1 went ten Confession, 

Holy Conomunlon to> 
task to starr all over again after ^ e t h ^ - a " d . « « ms«riaee ™™ 
nearly thirty years of hard w o r k . ^ 0 v a l l f l l n * » <&* o£ 9°*' 
but we began tbe rebuilding " f " ^ ^ j m e l y happa? we wire--
hopefully. With our HCAV savingsf«*»»*> wte back In his Fathers 
from daily sweat of brow w e ihome, until I at last had my pray 
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bought a home. 
Much to my Joy, there was a 

Catholic Church on the corner — 
St Stanislaus — inspiring in Its 
beauty, warm and appealing In 
its atmosphere of home. My[ 
neighbors all th»«gtot3j was a, 

ers answered! 
NOW, r w A s sure, everything 

was going to be all right. Bail 
•there was still tb^ last part of 
God's price to he paid, as He, 
soon made known'. , 

George, became seriously strick 
Catholic, and the priests of the;en with cancer, was operated on 
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especially nv 
by God to niy rescue. They show
ed me how to live again, how to 
see In/sUl of this God's Holy Will. 
I was encouraged to receive Holy 
Communion frequently, especial
l y on the First Fridays of each 
month. 

As time went on I became, ac
tive ln parish activities, and be
came a member of the Holy 
Name of Mary Society, working 
and praying with the others, 
striving to become as much a 
part of Church life as any mem
ber of my parish. 1 found much 
consolation In attending novenas 
and devotions In the various 
Churches. 

I began to see that all the 
Churches, as long as they -were 
Catholic, were my home; atll off 
them were One and the Sam\ 
Holy House of God. I belonged 
to them all and they to xne, It 
felt as if. I had never beenr-any-] 
thfng but a Catholic mil my life! 

I Desiring to IcnoW raite atboutf 
,God I have tried to attend: alif 

I "- ~ 
Carol Singing Set . 

Tor Girl Scouts, 
Caroling through ^ t . Andrew' 

parish on Friday evening, Dec. 
19, will be girls of three Scout 
Troops of St, Andrew's Church. 
After going through the neigh
borhood, singing Christmas car
ols, the guis will be entertained 
at a ' Christmas party in the 
chuych halL , 

Leaders' of th* troops for the 
caroling\-will be: Troop 486, Aud
rey Rinehtrt, Frances Malezew-
ski;. troop 305, Elizabeth -Ann 
Coolt and Mara? Lou Polletto, 
Troop 99,. Mrs. % BeRoma am 
Angela DeRoma. • 

Ti^ap commrtitee arranging the 
Christmas ^arty is eornprlsecT ofJ 

Mesdames R. CldMd, Patrick 
McBride, -Gerald Rlzzo, Robert I 
Vog% mmp Hafnen Edward! 
Htefer, ArmwurLaMay. Samuel'' 
T êbone, S. Gorcizynaki, R, Roes-
seiy ^os* Marinaro jahd Fred 
Enderii, . 

convert lecture series'; also took 
the c o n v e r t cojyesponaence 
course from SfeXernard's ®emin' 
aryj recently I^became a member 
of the Concert Guild ol S t . An
drew's Seminary. Knowledge b* 
God hasf made me feel young in 
my de^u-es to work for the spread 
of/His Churchi-

Most dear to me all throogh 
ftV?h„lh?U8llI h . ? v e n ' t mentioned 
it thus far, has been my devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin Mary—She 
has been my Mother all through 

finally [ nw trials. Christ gave me His 
Cross to bear and His Mother to 
help me bear it. 

So, in conclusion—why 
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mw?nn<>$z~$$'in 
l:0C^a.m. 
,3lSsrMajy>.Whitehair and Miss 

Ruth E. 'Jlandell are co-chairmen. 
They are being assisted by J£i$s 
Dorothy HBod, orchestra chair-
•mjinj-Mrs. Marilyn Mulle/, puhli-
city chairman; and MisyBarbara 

Coptic-ticket chair|n^rp 
Other,co^nsiitee jMemtjexs in-

clude;̂ ĵ Lfss .Felice jlmignaecoy 
MissvtJjrtS'^tf^e J^aMell,, AOas 
Rosemary McGttiriu/jtliss /une 
W<^onaJd.''jM% ipjttie" ^Sbjaro 
ajnd Mtes'aieerf TrSjpld, ^ 
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priests were sent, become a convert? My God wiled 
escue. They show- J t so! He-led me through Ri« in. me through His inv 

comprehensible ways into His 
Church, using His wondefful 
priests, as instruments. , 

I AM HOME now at last with 
God and His Mother in Hi* 
Church! If I had my life to live 
over again, knowing beforeitana 
the price G$id would ask me In 
"turn tor the gift oi Faith and 
the joys J have known becauajs 
of it, I wouldn't hesitate a.«i). 
menf—God's Holy Will Be Done! 
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