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77 «> s\ 'ERYTHING WAS RIGHT AND everything
&) % % was wrong on the night that Christ was
s born. All that happened at Bethlehem on the
3 W first Christmas happened the way God
: planned it. Nothing happened the way the
world would have expected ft, if it had
known. All was right for God: ‘and all was
wrong for the world,
The whole story of Christ's birth at Bethle.
hem was all God's own doing, even the least

;deta!ls. Scores of poets have dreamed stories of gods walking the

‘#arth byt the madest poets in their madest hours never dreamed
anythlng like what -actually happened at Bethlehem.

NO SAGE IIAS EVER spun a tale to matcly'the story whispered

5by the Shepherds to thefr neighbors in the early darkness of the
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! Into the world, we can suspect the event

& rude cave as the stage for Christ's

B first Christmas morning. “This day is born to you & Saviour who

is Christ the Lord!”

If men had been allowed to arrange for the birth of God's Son|
commonplace in its circumstances.
. No doubt men would have chosen a.regal castle rather than
advent. Men would have
arrayed the new born Infant in soft garments and cradled Him in
. x0yal cushions. There would have been no Joseph who became &
, father without gaining fatherhood. . There would have been no

‘V;rg%n-Mother who galned motherhood without Iosing virginity.
f it had known; the world would have greeted the Babe of

“ Bethlehem with all worldly pomp. There would have been the
- #Fynfare of trunipets and a gathering of the

- "Lords of the earth. But there would have
7 bee¢n no Shepherds, Certainly they would
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not have been the first on the scene to
greet the Saviour of the world.
.GOD, HOWEVEE, PLANNED things
différéntly. The Shepherds are almost the
best part of the Christmas Story after, af
course, the Mother and Child.
Crude, ignorant and illmannered were
these herdsmen who lived a lonely, iomadic
life on the plains with thelr flocks. They
were despised ss outcasts, even reputed
as thieves, by the Scribes and Pharisees,
the intellectual and social rulers of the e ¢
day. Rough and selfreliant, these rustic plainsmen were as ready
to‘ their dubs against 3 suspiclous :tranzer as they were
in répelling wolVés Trom their sheep, :
Who would choose these lowly, Ulveputed men for the honor
of being thefirat 10 hekr of the Saviour's birth. Goldid cioose them |
far such a role, The Shepherds, outcasts from.all polite company;

W the nugonu\mhmd inta the secret-court of, the Sony of God,

KEEPING m\NXGlﬂ‘ WATOHEB ovér thelr flocks, thesé]
forgotten men never suspected what was happening behind their
gckz in the little town of Bes@ehem. Nothing much tmhtppened

ere,

nuemmman angel of the;@ra tmwtmm the
brightness of ;hmo round uul ﬂw !atml
wltkamat {ear. , . .

And the angel sald to aaem- “Furmt;ﬁ Mllﬂng
you good tidings of great §dy which shall.be 1o ail the people,
For this day is born to you s Saviouic Who Is Christ the Lord,
In the clty of David. Amd this shall be & sign unto you. You
shall Aind the jnfrmt wrapped In swaddiling clothes, and Iald in
& mmnger.” )

AND SUDDENLY MRE WAS with the lngel a mulumde

of the heavenly army, pralsing God, and saying:
“Glory to God in the highest: and on earth peace to men of
good wm ! And 3t came to pass, after the angels departed from
them into heaven, the Shepherds sald to
one another, “Let us go over fo Bethle
hem, and let us see this word: that'is come
to pass, which the Lord hath shewed to ax.™

Al t came with hastes..
lhey found ) wnd Josepliy andm
Intant lying in the manger, And seelng,
-fhey understood of the word tliat had
heen spokedt to them concerning this
" child. And sl] that heard wondered: and
. at those things tom them by the
Shepherds.
Here we see the div!nes humor of
' Christmas. On the night Christ was born
all the suges and seers were fast. asieep in their beds, Only thel

simple Stepherds were awake to what wak going on in Bethlehem, ]

Here is the best joké Heaven ever played on those whose
minds are proud. The first to cornér God in a cave were not
. sclentists but simpletons. The men who smelled of sheep, not the

- -men who smelled of tellectual snobbery, were the first to con.
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gratulate world's proutdest Mother in her proudest néur. .

k. THE GLOOMY FREEI‘HIKKMS and thé mgry atheists hnv\e
m%r really recovered from.the shock of the first Chrlstmis, Mod.
ern skeptics stilX scream that, Bethlchem is all wrofg. Tied
atheists still try to biot out he memory of Behishem with spedchey;
Eand screeds, But howv-can they know about Hethlehemz Tney Were
a1l asleep on.the fivst Chilstmas night, . ..
B Only the Shepherds entered Beaztehemﬁ cave on the xﬁ tl
Christ was born, And they eam, it 1o fell theneighbora -4
Inz “And all vsondere& ce a@,tﬁm ﬂﬁm ta} ¥ th
Bhephierds:” R N ‘
E Xt 18 eiiay To- see w!ty the' Shepl ) W.ﬁﬁb tﬁm.‘ i
i Chrlstisg and #he umelsﬁ. one ﬁithxmp&:, : . Othér
i s e et
gnotafit ou stumibling % ¢h¥8 {0 be the i
ths mﬁne 81113!6 on. the sacred. m of Gdd!

ould Jhave been rather
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Ent:re Orthodox Parzsh
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Akron, 0. -—(NC)—-An entire Orthodox paxish eaz:ly
100 families was received into the Catholie Cfmmh“ﬁr
| Byzantine Rite here with Btshop Daniel Ivanclio of the xtts-
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; Midnight
Masses
On Radlo

Obaervance of thd Feast of the
Nativity in the Diocese of Roch-

Midnight

 Masses i chuxches throughout
the dlocese, 'Traditionil . music

will be gung at the Masses and
carols will bé sung prigr to the

‘Salemn Pontifical Mass will be

as Eve i Sac
ithedral by His Ex-
cellency at nmjdnight. The Bishop

traditional

the first
Mass in

Sacred Heart --Church, Flower
City Park since it was elevated
by gom Plug-XI Ito the dignity

lehop‘ \vilci het
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it Becnsrd's|
Serninary swdgnt body =
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1 WHAME, Rickestor, will
’mt thg"*s e xsontmm m&r
hight Muss With 'the Revoifawind |
3. McAnit - adglstant wt
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tior

tand -Chancelior of the ﬂ??ém.
will celetruta the Mass, -

¥ her | ‘Chtlstimas Da- . Tl
girl |Solemn Figh Mass. from cﬁﬁ you

‘this incdustrial city.

b,y its ity and teachings.”
Aylor; asels

; mm-m of s Church of Eng-
ﬂi‘{. 1snd (Anglissn) dergyman

Popes Chnstmas
P Ng._lg On Radm

#, ‘VMW (Nm mm‘
laliﬂéll Pope Pius XIr wit
sroadcast s Chxistmas Messaye
{o the world on the morn}
of Deottaber 24, an annoufice-
ment by the Vatican
The Fope's m wil bs
but will bo.

burgh Diocese t the' Byzantine
Rite offering a ) Panﬁ&t;tl

Mass. delivéred in J

THE mmsrt is that. g:r tﬁe rebrondosat by the Vatican Ra-

Assumption-of the Blessed Viegdy] 4o - 25 : ,} gusges.

Mary in the Kenmora distriét L - ‘
i o Plans ..

Christmas Display

m N. Y. — (ENS) — Re-
liglotis and clvie lexders dedicated
a life-xize Nativity scene in down-
towrt Lafayette Square as partof
the annual “Pug Christ Back Into
Christmas” observance,
mummgng the ;‘Snnta glaﬁu:"’
inking by many families duting
the Christmas season, Msgr. Jog-
ieph Maguire, diocéshn director of
the Haly Name Society, said that
“the pagan aspects of Christmas
overshidow the rexl meaning of]
this beautiful feast when Christ

Parishioners premred Jora re.
ception into ‘the Catholle church/
with a wéek's mission whiclf was
conducted by Msgr. Nitholas|
Elko, Vicar Genéral-6f the Pitts.
burgh dlocese and rector of SS.
Cyrll and thodius Byzantine
rite se r in Pittsburgh.

Msgf. Elico blessed the church,
altar, cligce and vestments at
the beginning of ‘the veek’s mis.
sion,

It was explained timt the raove’
to enter the Catholte church was
nitiatedd by the Former pastor,
the late Father Basil Antonof!,
and the'&eceued :paafor’s efforts shouldbe the e%ntral figure.” .
were contimséd by his successor, -

Father Gregory Berzinee. Naﬁmty s ! E S

FATHER. BERZINKC prepared
for the {ansfer from the Ortho-' Ig Nine Hgtelg
Defrolt —(RNS)— The Spirit-

dox to the Byzghﬁne rite with a
ek’ retredt i the Passlonist uat
B, Pty -l Declopent Commits of

Father Antonoff embraced the' of Cathiolic Women is helping put
Catholic Faith before his death’ cm ‘back in . as again
Tour years ago. this year, -

"Magx. Elko stated that the pres:| They are plading Christmas
ent pastor had told him that he cribs coinpleté with the Nativity
o3ldn't feel zight in the Ortho-jfiguved in nine hotel lobbles
‘dox church, and for years had'where previously. the only con:
‘been drawn to the true Churchlccs‘sion to the bioliday wes & dec
03'3 stmas tree
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Thiz oplnion was expressed by
the Natlonal Geographlic Soclety
here in reporting on a kistoricall]
studye it has made of the custom
of having Chiistmas trees.

POPE GREGORY neveer heard ||

horted Chidstian naissionsxies not
to destroy &ich pagan customs
a8 wer¢ innocent -and lix accord

ceremony where possible.

phie Society repd

made no attempt to halt €he Teu- |
tonlc custom of worshipping
Odin’s sacred ocake. Instead, hel]

tite for the oak an ewérgreen
tree decorated in honor of thel.
Christ Chifd."

‘to Ameriea only a littke’ moxel.
than a century ago, the custom|
being unkmown in thiy country|.
earlier than: 1840, the:_ feporti’
stated.

Homesick Gérman immnigrants
first  browght  thelr. degorated
“opmenbaam” to America where
thelr nelghbors adsnived mnd cop-
fed Tt dithought I¥ wis ot uitil
after 1800 that the .cusorm really
becamme undversal in he morthern

states, Its Spread swds muxch slow-|

er in the south.
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Forced Cut Of
China In’ 1952

Catholie psilss |
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i “The IarEest, smonthly ©
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sit nung- ¥
| Brother®, Eleven of them weis
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