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Most Holy Tri
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Lina.

I met him while street preach
ing in the huge missionary par-
ish of the Infant of Prague at
Jacksonville, Thither came this

. | nusky young athlete ‘of Christ to
: culega:{e at 11 o'clock Mass after

having said two Masses in his

own wlidely scattered misaions,

He is a Trinitarian — a com-

{ rounity founded by- Father Thom-

23 A, Judge to bririg the Faith
to the people of No-Priest Land.

convert while you were immersed
in the ocean?” 1 asked,

“That's quite a story,” Father
Albert chuckled. “I can laugh
about it now but it was no Jaugh-
ing matter then.

“We were mnducting the re-
ligious vacation schodl that we
conduct each summer for chil-
dren unable to atiend a Sisters'
school. Four of cur Trinitarian
Sisters came from Phenix Clty,
Alabama, to help Father Mat-
thew and myself teach catechism
to the-children scattered over an
area of ffty miles.

“At Swansboro we had thirty-
five white children in our mom-
ing sessions. In the afternoon,
over at Maysvills, we had & hun-
dred and twenty-five colored ones
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2| —and all of them nonCatholies!

ly gratified to

We were especial

Isee twenty-nine Negro children at
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Sm'ince. ‘

“EACK DAY I traveled more
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"You are not forgetting,” I

{broke in, “about that spectacular

conversion story, aré you?"”
*“No, just setting the stage, We
wanted to reward the kids for:
their faithful attendance by tak-!
'ing them for a swim, Along with
ters other adults and elghty chil-
dren we left Swansboro Bay and
headed for a spot where the
ocesn and the bay tneet. The
other adults were mostly mothers
who felt they should go along to
help. us watch the young ones.

“IN THIE GROUP wis Mrs.
Edith Jaklewlcz who just two
day: before had conflded to Sis-
ter Thomas Mary that she had
wanted for years to become a
Catholic. She had hesitated be
cause she didn't want to hurt her
mother who was strongly op-
pozed to such a stsp.

“1 was in swimming with the
kids when suddenly I heard a
cty, ‘Help! Help! I'm drowning!
Toland saw EJith, caught in the
sirong undeértow, sinking. 1 swam
out to her and kept her sfloat!
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By Bav. Albart J, Shamopn

(Thn’ia G aeriaa of artiocles on “The, Apostics’ Greed” written, _
by Father Albart SMamon, profeasor at 8t. Andrew’a Seminary
and author of #Behind the Mass.”)

I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, HIS ONLY SON,—Strange as
it may seem, many people think that Christ was a human person.
Tag along and I'll show you why He never was.

It is the end of the day. A friend and you

i are watking down a lane. As you walk and talk,
'§ an object is seen approaching from a distance.
B | You ask:; “What is that?” As it draws nearer,

you see that it Is & man; and you ask: “Who is

g § that?”

By those questlons, you are making, perhaps.
unconsclously, a distinction that took philos
ophers centuries to hit upon—the distinction
belween human nature and person. Just as
“what” differs from “who”, so human nature

.§ differs from person.

EXACTLY HOW DO THEY DIFFER? wel, Er. Shamon
let's take a 'string of just simple sentences: Peter exists Peter runs.
Peter s thinking. Peter wants a dime. Peter loves Susie,

Every sentence has two parts: subject and verb. Verbs are
words that wriggle with -action or that simply say a thing ja 803
e.g, the verbs: exists, runs, thinks, wants, loves,

What, then Is human nature? It is simply the source of all the
activities expressed by the verb of a sentence, .

As the sun Is the source of all the energy in the world, so a
human_nature Is the source of all the action In a person. Pefer,
exists, Jovés, thinks and does just hecause he has a human nature.

It tollows, therefore, that wl?at a person can do depends on the
nalure he posiisses:

THE MOB ELEVATED 'rms NATURE, the’ more developed
and the more perfect the activity, Thus the divine nature can do
more than an angelic nature; the anpgelie ndture more than a human
one; the human more than an animal nature. /

So much for humn nature, What now is the definition of person,
the subject of the above sentences—Peter? Peter exists. Peter
thinks. Peter Joves. Peter does.

But notice, we cannot say: existence, thinking, loving, and
doing are Peter, Peter is not identical with his activities; rather,
he {s a subject of those activities~the one who exists, thinks
loves and does.

‘What, then, is & human person? He s the subject of ull the
activities that spring from s Buman nature, just as Peter is the .
subject of the sentence. Person is that which makes the human
nstyre an individual, an individost different trom everyone. else,
an individaal who can be named wmx & qoun like “Peter,” ors
pronoun like “ke.”

Perhaps contrasting nature and person will clarify the matter.

Person is the one who possesses a nature; nature is that which
is possessed. They differ as possessor from the possesed.

Person is the subject who acts; nature is the source of the
:::.im. They dluer as driver does from the motor that drives the

PERSON IS TBA’I‘ WHICH MAKES EACH ONE of us distlnct
Indlviduals, nature is that which lumps us all into the same class.
Because you and I are persons, you are not I and I am not you-but,
becsuse you and I possess hwman natures, you and I are in the
same class—-human belngs.

Person answers the question: *“Who are you?" Nature anmen
the question: “What are you?” We are all different persons, yet
we are all human beings,

Why all this ado to demonstnte the dls!inctlon between nature
!and person? Here is why. Once in history Someone lived on this
earth Who possessed & human nature which was never possessed
by & human person. That Someone was Jesus Christ,

‘ CHRIST WAS NOT A HUMAN PERSON, He was a- Dmna
Pertor possessing tworAktures: & diving :uturc and & human one, -
Fhat isrwhy thers-is Jist-onie answer to Who Is Chirlst~for Hé 18 a
single person; He is the Second Person of the most Blessed Trinity.
' But there are two anwers fo what ls Christ, for He possesses a
double nature; He is both Ged and Man.

All this 8t, Jolin teiescoped in the phrase: “The Word was
mizde flesh,” Ho chose-the word “fiesh” to emphasize the reallty
of Christ's uman nature and ths supreme selfabmsement of
the Word of God. “Niesh” in ths Smcred Seripfures means
“man”; for Iniamce, “all fiésh shall see the salvation of Ged”:
In mmtm such ussge is commoh; we read of “a ficet of thirty
sall”; we resally ,‘.,?“u thirty vessels, “The Word was made
flosh,” therefare, “The Word was made man,”

But the Word is God, Therefore, God was made man. - -

But what is mude, is that which it I8 made. If'bread i% minde,
it iy bread; {F & watch is made, is Is a watch. I God was made
mazi;, God h Fafl,

But one person cannot be called another person, We cannot say:

ot

; “Petay ix Paul.” Nor can we say:.“God.Is man”—if God i3 one per.

son and the man, that He i3, is another person. To be true, there-
fore, the slaternent “God is man™ can mean only ore thing—namely.
thatthem?ermwho kmuthommremwamn.

" THAT IS HOW ONE CAN ARBIVE AT THE TRUTH that
Jesus Chrlst is ,{me dlvlne Person pomssing & divine nature and a
human ona,

By reasori of W& divine Nature, He could act as God—the seas
and the winds obeyed Hird. By reagon of the human nature, He
could act as man; He'knew hunger and thirat, suffering and death.

But the person is the subject of ail activities. For instance 1 say:
E am hungry, I agn sleepy, not my stomach’is hungry, nor my
body is sleepy. All actions of a nature are predicated of the person.

. Jesus Christ 1s the second Person of the Most Blessed Trinity
and so is God. It follows, theveforé, that whatever His human or
divine natures did, was done,by God. That is why we say: God was
harn. God died, Mary was the Mother of Gad and son on,

DID YOU EVER ®10P 10 of the stiiking resemblance
between man and the fiicarnste God? Christ is ane person (a divine
Person) possesing two naturés (one that is dMne and another that
is human).

He has His divine ‘natire by rlght of beinz the Son of God,
His litman fiature by béing thé Son of Mary,

We, too, &re persons possessing, as it were. two natures. How-
ever we are simply human, npt divine, persons; we possess one
nature that is human, and we shiire in a nature that is divine.

By right of birth ay childrén -of Adam, we possess the human
nature; but, by right of grace, we sharé in the divine nature,

By grace, therefore, we #re very mauch like Christ. We ditfer
only in personality His pérsonality i5 divine, ours Is human.

mm of sanctty-and perfection is sélfdeniatl In the
Hiteral wénke of the woid denying S8ELF, ths human person. %1t
anyone will be iy dhcljﬁ!e,” #aid Christ, “let him deny HIM-
SELIhily will; his desires an opposed to Gos, “L rust de.
crense, He friust incrésse.”—I, oy human personality, Until,
with, st Pml, we oRn sy "l live, now not I, but Christ liveth in
e

~ Only In this way cais the dressi of Adam come true=-the
.dreum nf men to be llke God!
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