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-~ RELIGION, OUR MOST

As Bishops of the Cathetic Church, we are intensely con-
cerned that the teachings of Jesus Christ, Our Lord and

¢ God, will bless and sanctify our country. As American citi-
zens, our concern extends to those blessings which only
frue religion can bring to our beloved land. Our national

" spiritual assets must be greater than the national material

VITAL NATIONAL ASSET

assets which are so evident everywhere.

‘These material assets have brought a standard of living

and a degree of comfort never before attained by so many

* people in any nation. With them has come a position of
preeminence in the world hitherto unachieved by peaceful

means. .

In the wake of such unpre-
cedented prosperity . a deep
sense of secirity, a natlonal
optimism might have been ex-
pected. In its stead the tempei
of the country would seem to
be one of restless foreboding
and deep insecurity.

It cannot be denled that this
gloomy and depressing atmos-
phere is largely a reflection of
$0 rnuch suffering and hope-
lessnies in other parts of the
world. Yet it must be affirmed
with equal insistence that there
fs & lowering of vitality in our
social institutions, a deplorable
pessimism that signals the
esence.of a cause as danger-
it is profound.

ruptcy and national
the centurles, strewn
wreckage of once flourishing
realmas, the words of the Lo

close of their Annual
“Adminhirative Board of the

holiness. Apart from its divine

parental
upon which the
family is founded, becomes but
application of o
Yoree to be superaeded by any - E

origin and sanction,
authority,

an arbitrary |

stronger power.

Wihers {ell‘lon has grown
weak the family has shown a
corresponding tendency to dis-
integrate. When “religion re-
malns strong, it statxds s &
protective armor, ufeglmtdln:
both {indiviluzal and family.

Unique as a compelling Ideal

is the Holy Famlly of Nazareth
with the siriking lessons of
love and obedlenc? it teaches.

More than the knowledge of
all the sbstract prineiples of
ethics and soclology, the ex-
ample of this perfect fulfill.
ment of God's plan has through
the Christian tradition strength.
ened and protected the primary
anit of soclety.

Nor is the clvic community
6f Natlons echo a warning In \g\‘gependent on religion. Men

our ears: “Seek fint the King-
dom of God and Hia justiice and
all these things shall be given
you besides.” The -corollary is
{nescapsable: ‘It you seek not
the kingdom of God, all theze
things will be taken from you.’

Religion makes man a citizen
of the Kingdom of Ged: for it
it through religioh that man
gives his allegiance to his
Maker. Viewed in its entirefy,
religion is the system of beliefs
and practices by which man
ecomes to the knowledge of the
ong true God, by which he
gives to God the worship which
{s His due. by which he renders
thanks for all he i{s and has,
acknowledges and expiates his
own guilt, and bégs the grace
that makes it possible for him
to attain his true gdestiny.

As an sct, religion Is the com-
fnunion of man with God, the
source of all life. It [s this that
explains the essentla]l Impor-
tance of religlon to man both
as an individual and as a mem-
ber of society, & citizen of a
natlorn. Heliglon, then, is not
only the Iidividual's most prec
fous possexxion, it is also a na.
tion's most vital asset.

MAN’S NEED OF RELIGION
~Man, as an individus), needi
religion. He needs it for many
reasons, He needs it because he
is. a creature of God, entirely
dépendent. on his Creator. and
hence must acknowledge his
obligation of adoration andlove.
He needs it to give meaning to
his present existence;~for with-
aut religion this Tife, with its
disappointments, its uncertain.
9, its cruelty and its sulfering,
becomes "but a walking shadow.
‘a poor player that struts and
frets his hour upan the stage
gnd then {s heard no more .
a tale told by an idlot full of
sound ang fury, signifying
nothing.”

‘Again, man needs religion to
give him that sense of respon-
sibility which prevents human
existence from becoming & wil-
derness of warring passions
afd afmless strivings. He netds
religion because, apart from
God, maan is lonely and he can
neéver find in himsel! or in the
institutions which bear his im-
age the means to fill up that
vold of loneliness which is in
the human heart.

Man needs religion because
he is weak, and i his weaknest

~-he must have access {o the

Source of all strength. Man
needs religion because without
the hope that religion alone can
give, ha cannot rige shove that
pessimi-tm. that sense of dex.
pair, whicly threatens to éngulf
the whole of our civilization,

‘Man needs teligion because
hé has an impelling need to
worship, and ! he does not
worship God he will direct his
worshlp to base objects that
will pervert hls ‘mind and’
hepirt, .

. EELIGION-A FUNDAMENTAL

" NEED OF SOCIETY

‘Reugion. necessary to. indl
vidual mman, §s necessiry also
1o hummsn soclety, From the

. Bty béginning the family, the

primarg ‘unit "of wotety, - has -
besn intimitely dspendent on.
réligions and from it has dmwn

deed forced by the cond!-
tions £ human nature to unite
and cooperate in the fulfillment
of their common needs, But
undon and coo
tinue to exist among free men
only when justice and
universal in their blnﬁ
because imposed b
self, are ed in law.
While civic authorlty may have
Its immediate source in the con-
sent of the governed, that aue
therity must be recognized as
coming ultimately from Him
upon Whom all men depend,
Unless religlon with #ts bind- ~
Ing force in justice and charity
supplies the foundations of law
and authority, ‘there remains
only human coryvention orbrute

force as the unifying element

in soclety.

In the ‘last analysis there is
no soclety of free-men without
the creative and sustaining
force of religlon. Civic soclety
received its most effective sup-
port from Him Who taught us

to render to Caesar the thinga °

that are Caesar's and to God
the things that are God's.

Nar is religlon less important
to the complex modern state
than to the more primitive
soctal structars. In the measure
the Btats has excluded religion,

* it haas shown a tendency to be-

come an instrument of tytanny.
The irreligious state sets itxelf
up in the plhce of God, sub-
stituting i{s own arbitrary die-
tates for the decrees of efernal
Wisdom. It demiands an abso-
lute loyslty such as can be
emmed only by Truth itself,
and it s no effective deter-
rent from violating its solemn
tréaties and from waging un.
just and sgrresxive wars,

Kincs religlon ¢ what con-
temporary fyrannles are at-
tempting first to shackie and
then to dektroy, one can rightly
coficlude that it is the one thing
most n ty for the preser
vation ¢ nations,

Religlon thed is of the ut-
most importance to soclety in
all its aapscts and in all it
stages of development. "It is
like the rays of the sun, bring-
ing the light of God's wisdoty
and grace into man’s whole
social Jjfe. Tt lights up and pur-
ifles the City of Man and turns
it into the City of God. Without
these sustaining influences, the
City of Man is graduaily over<
run by a Mayan-like jungle of
‘human passions, in whose rank,
undérgrowth of greed and
cruelty and every other viee
min Hves his life i terror—
and In the end perishes

RELIGIOUS INFLUENCE
IN AMERICAN TRADI'FIONS

Al soctety, particularly our
own, Is Intimately dependent
on religlon. Tn the beginning of
our owh hation, at the very
time when ‘the revolutiondry
movement on the Continient of
Europs was planning to des
troy ail infivence. of religion on
public iife, it is a remarksble
fact that gur Founding Fathers’
based: their own revolutionady
- actiony an the rights inherent
ih man s & rextuie 6f God,
and placed: thelr trust in His
divine plovidence. .

The concept of man; which -
oy Wit torih iy thy Mm»-

a concept inherited from Chris..

tian tradition. Buman equality
stems {rom the fact that all ~
men have been created by (iod

and equally endowed by Him
with rights rooted in human
natifre it=ell. Agalnst any other
background, human
has no meaning.
Freedom, teo, Is essentlally
bound up with the Teligious
concept of man. In ntext
that separiles mar:mgmn
v creative and sustaining d

of God, there can be no free.

tion of Inlependénce and on
which they based the Constity..
tion and our Bill of Rights, is
essentinlly a religlous concept— -

equality

dency he.issued proclamations

of thanksgiving and of days of
prayer and festing which
strongly emphasize this na.
tiqn’,s need of veliglon.

The proclamation of March
30, 1883 seems even more per-

tinent today than it was at the.

time it was Issued.

" “We have been the reciplents
of the cholicest bounties of
Heaven; we have been pre
seived, these many years, In

peace and prosperity .. . but -

we have forgotten God. We
have forgotten the graclous
hand which preserved us In

Yom. The ssme I3 true of all “.pesce, and muitiplied and en-

man's inalignable rights. The
enjoyment of such rights- is
safe only In a soclety which
acknowledges thesupreme md
omnipotexit God.
The whole idea of- govern.
ment, dedicated o the welfare
< of the human person, In the

common good and subfject to:

God's Eternal Law, is derfved
from the religicus concepts of
man and society which our

unders inherited from their
Christian tradition, |

The nlers ¢f this coun.
try wers conscious of
thls debt to lon, The lomg
deliberations to whick  they
submitted the First - Amend,
ment to tho Comumtinn and
the many revisions It under
went before sdoption bear wit.
nesa to the Imporiant place re-
Jigion eccapitd im the minds of
the first Congress, Certainly it

was not tholr purpose %o elimi

nate the influencoe of religion
on public Iife. On the contrary
it was their Intention to guar-
antee to religion lis esscntial
freedom,

In a country of divided re-
ligious alleghnce, tha Federal
Government was Indeed pro-
hibited {rom setting up any
established religion; but it was
also prohibited from interfexr-
ing in any way with any re-
. ligious institution or with the

riched and strengthened us;
and W | have vainly imagined,
in the “Veceltfulness of our
hearts, that™all {hese blesaings
were produced- by some su
perior wlhdom and Vlrtue of
our own, Intoxicated” un-
broken succens, wo hu be.
como too self-sufficlent to feel
the necessity of redeeming and
preserving grace, too proud to
pray to, the God that made us.’

THREAT OF SECULARISM

only recall to usy our na
triditions relstive (g
porlance of-zeligion; they also
remind us of v¢he &Eonktant
temptation for this Counfry to
turn awa God and to be
come_~immersed i materfal
pursiits. Inoir own day wide
~&pread” ylelding to this tempta.
tion has given rise to an even
greater danger--the way of life
we call Secularism.

Those who follow thls way
of life distort and blot out our
religious traditions, and seek
to remove all influence of re.
ligion from public life. Thelr
malh ‘efforts are contered on
the divorce of religion from
education. This stralegy scems
to be: first to secularize com-
pletely the publlc school and
‘then to caim for it a total
monopoly of education.

freedom of the individual g;*_r" teach moral and apiritual

the practice of the religion of
hie eensetentious cholee.

Government was not prevented -
from encounnging and sven
alding religion, so long a no
formy  of religion

State, I8 clear not only from
the wording of the First
Amendment but also from the
foct that from the beginning,
under the Constitution and its
Amendments, many practices.
have flourished which have
continued to give great help to
_religion.

" Apart from the record of de-
lberation and the wording of
the First Amensiment itself,
there is abundant evidence that
this carefully thought out solu-
tlon was not indicative of in.
difference and still less to hos-
tility to xreligion, Bath the

Northwest and Southwest Ordi-
ninces, paksed by the very men
who 4vere responsitle for the
Amendment, fpeak of religion
and morality 8 “hecesstry for
good government and the hap-
pihess of maankirid."

And even more pointed are.
the words used by our first
. President Ir1 hig Farewell Ads
dress: “Of all the dispositions
and habits which lead to politi-
cal prosperity, religion and
morality are indispensable sup-
pores .. . Reagon and expefi~
ence both foibld wus to exject
that national morality can pre-

I in exciuslom of religious
~ principle”

Such were the prevamng
. convictions of the¢ Founders of.
‘thils countiy® Such %00 were the:
traditions. whith have in large:
Theasure deternined the course
of {te development. No one-has

_ bgtter expressed A'merlean fra- - divisive- ot all differences are

ditlons dr hes cngeilivted more;
to their dewz]opment thart Ab- .
rahami. Lineoln Eight #imes
durlut m it m»m mﬁ*

values divorced from religion
and based solely an social eon.
ventlon, as theso men clalm to

‘the kmowledge of principles
that express God's law, there
can bs o firm and Iasting mor.

ality. Without religion morality -

becomes simply a matter of in.
dividual taste, of public opinian
or msjority vote. The moral
Inw must derive s vaAlldity
and {is binding force from the
truths of religlon, Without re.
Iigious education, moral educs.
tion Iy impossible,

In critickzing this sédilarist
trend In education, let it not
be sald that we are enernies of
public education. We recognize
that the State has a legitimate
and even necessary. concern
with education. But i religion
fs important to good citizen-

- ghip—and that {s the burden

o our xiatlofiml tradition-—-then
the State must give revognition
to its importance in publie edu
cation.

The State therefore has the
duty to help parents fulfill
their task of religlous instrue
tion and . training, When the
State fxils in this help, whén it
makes the tisk more difficult
arnd even penalizes parents who
try to fulflil this quty aceords -
ing to consclence, by depriving
their children of Thete right
urider ovir Pedéral Constitution -
to ausiliary sérvices, this can
only be regarded as an uiterly

. unfair and shortsighted policy.

Even miore &larming are the
eiforts to create & monopoly
of -education for a secilarized
public school. To one who cher-
Ashes the Ameficn tradition,
i §s alacming to liear all non-
- publle education dencunced as

" divisive, and not “all divisions
ware harmatul, There are politi-
cal and mocial diffekences and
/awxanm whmh At Mmply:

© Wy our dountry:

M.Mﬁt

manifestations of our f{urxda-
mental freedom.
The differences which are

harmfal to our country are
those which divide our people
in their duty to loyalty, patr-dot-
ism and good citizenship. Edu-
catfon of children in schowols
under religious auspices has no
such effect. On the contrary,
the religious instruction chll
dren receive in such schools in-
culcates the duties of loyalty,
patriotism and «clvle service
based on love of God of neigzh-
bor and country. Education
that is truly religlous is thren
a unifylng rather than a divid
ing force.

Particularly difficult to wan
derstand is the attitude ol
some few who, while ocupy-
ing positiong of leadership in
. _varlous religlous groups, yet, .

in almost every question in.

volving the influence of reit
glon_ in public life and educa.
tion, throw the weight of their
influence behipd S Secularism, In
‘ﬂ% days _when Communism
w £ 28 a new and md-
ldnd of dematracy,
ome ot these persons wesre
loud In thely -praise of prac

. eally everything that caxme

out of the reaims of athelssm
and tyranny, .

Now that it is no lopgser
fashionable to regard Commuan:
ism as other than the avowed
enemy of our own counry,
"they indeed maintain a discrest
silence on the subject of Corm-
munistic virtues, but they stll
throw the welght of thelr in.
Ttuence behind such totalitariaan
movements as an allembraciag
state-controlled school sysiedn.
and education .completely de
vold of religion. Although they
often lay claim to the tith «f
Christian, they .are rather de
votees of the pseudoreligion of
progress; and they alvays
think of progress in terms of
materialistic er secularisticeveo-
lution.

Consciousty or unponscloums-
1y. In eliminating the Influcnce
of religion and in working far
the absohitiem of majuity
vote, théy are promoting thxe
disintegration of thosa soclal
instltutions whose foundatiorzs
are in religion — freesdom, hex
man dignity, squality, the st
ble family, and that constita.
tional democracy - which hes
beéen charxcteri:tic of -thi=m.
country.

IREELIGION,
" OUR REAL DANGER

The real danger to our coura-
try comes ntt from any divi-
sion iikely to result from re-
ligious educition or professiors,
It comes rather Jrom  the
thresteniny disintergration oxfy
our tocial life, due to the wenlc-
erilnig 6f religion az a coristtue-
tive force, With the decline o2
religious belief, the increass off
divorce and family disintegra~
ton has become s natioa}
scanial, With the tiresk-tip off
the family, “juvenile déine
quency hu thown an slarminge
{norease;

Consequent upon the “wenle-
enitig of veligion there has
been & Joweéring of moral stin-
dards which has resulted irs
publie corruption—and this e
turn' thredtens all respect for~

law aid-publie mthority Thims -

Imilient threat o our coin-
try comies not oo religlhue
dvmlveness but  from irrells
glous social deécay. The tnly
re.!iglcus mai §s certain to be:
one ‘who teeasuies all those:
ideals which religion helped to-
build tnte this nation,

To-the san who is lacking in

religlons bellef, hothing in the
eénd is likely to be sacred; noth-

-ing wiprth preserving, In tht

direction. liex. the real dmger

m&m’l‘ﬂt .
OBLIGATIONS {W A
REELIGIOUS PE(’PLE

: Although there have biéon
many e’zidanﬁe: ot the weaken-

EaE R

Statement Stresses Religion As Our Most V

Mors tlmn 150 Archblahnm and Bishops attended the annusl
General Meeting of the United States Hierarchy (lower photo)
at the Cstholic University of Amerlea, Washington, D. €. Shown
At the preciding table dtirlng the opening sesslon ave, left to
right: Thelr Eminences Samuel Cardinal 8tritch, Archbishop of/
Chicago; Edward Cardinal Mooney, Archbishop of Detroit and
Francls Cardinal Speliman, Archbishop of New York.

- ]

e N

people, In xecent tmes there
have been unmistakable . signs
of a renewed Teligious interest.
“The number of religious bodkxs
which have attalned wide circu-
3atipn, the fxequent serious dis-
cussion of religlouss topics in
the daily papers and influential
perlodieals, the reported in-
erease  everywhere in Church
attendance, the frequent and
eflective use of racio and \tele-
vision for religlous programs—
all thege are encouragmg
signs.

Moreaver the vitality 01 the

religious tradition fn our Coun-~ -

try has recently been attested
by the Supreme Court, when in
its majority aplnion It sinted

- that “We are a rellgious people

wwhose institutions presuppose
& Supreme. Being" and when it
-eclared that “when the State
encourages religious instruce
tion or cooperates with rell-
&lous authorities. . , it follows
the best of our traditions,”

But our best religilous tradl-
tions are not fulfilled by mere
theoretical acknowledgment of
religion as a possible aid in
solving our problems, or by.x
perfunctary attendance at Sup-

day devotions, or even hy = -
st bow orx the part of Gov".

ernment in the general direc-
tion of God. If our Countxy is
truly religious, the influence
el religion will perrneate every
part of our national life. The

State will not merely tolerate: |
religlon; it wiill honor and. wel- -
come it as arx indispensable ald .
i bhillding the complete good ..
life of its (tizens—mmuch as the B
iofluence of religlon has been |
wglcomed iIn our Ax:medForces. Lol

In its Internal and externai

irs the State will uphold; .

amd_jt will expet 3is.citizens
and its officlals fo-xrphtld, that

standard ol moradity, which ’

flows necessarily from belief in

God and In God's lawy. From ity *_

own officlals and employees it

will demand an even strigter |

observance of the moral stand-

ard than. it can enforce upon ¥
Individual dtizens or business .

“Irestitutions.

In deallng with the lafter,
the State {s often using s

polipe power, rightly restricted -

by - constltutional and other
legzal gusrantees, In the.case of
public servizzts the State s
dealing writh Individeals whose
publie employmdnt s comdl
tioned on their honesty, thele _
honor, thejr truthiuiness, thelr
efficlency and. thelr deyotlon fo

the nationsl welfare and ihe/ i

pabdlic good.

Religion reqnhW
tioe, temipersd by charity, maut

prevall in the B(ie’s legisiv

tiom and policy relstive to &

noale groups. It will also ine
spire snd gukde tlie employer

ln the falfiliment of his dutles - |

towwards his ésnployees In £he

spirit of Justice and <harity.
Ta the workingnian’s strugisle

for his xights, Nz religlows

comiclenoe of the nation was . . i

not imomg the liast of €ho.
force that snstained him, Now |

that those iighisn havo been -

lu:gaty vindicated, religlon sl
inxiafs om hiy responsibliity to
him employer mad to soclety in -
the achlevement of & zight eco

noxxile solddaiity. - A
‘ Freliglon witl led a natfon’
not only to hold forth its.

bowinty to the needy of other -
nstang but alsd, in & spirit of
cigrity and justic, “So do Ats
part to ailoviste the plight of

the homeless &nd. dispossessed o

of other lands. ‘
A, religions peopl is & peopile
wirkeh prays. If thespirit of re
lgion has dechned i our-
timey, it is becauss fwany. bme
fersed In worldly. pursuits .

© tmve ceased fo Pray.Most ear

nestly, therelore, we trge 4 re-

~turer to. & e ~sincfified by .

prager, Bat prayer itselt ean

~be effective only whers it i the
fruit of %aim mud orelered re

P

whole exxstence Once the up
portunity of such reflection

. was afforded ltrgely hy the -«

reverent observance of Sunday,
the day of the Lord. We call
upon our people to returp to
™ the proper religlous observance

" of the Lord's day and the prac.
tice of family-prayer.

’ It is a cherished tradition for
our goverament to call #ts citi.
zens to prayer and public wor.
ghip. Too often the proclama.
tion of days of prayer, tradi

tional in our Country, has -

~come to be regarded by many
as a plou. formality. The re.
alization of the Immeasurable .

benefits we have recelved from .

Almighty God, the further re.
alization that only under God's
gujdarice can we hope to solve
our problems and overcome
our perils will restere to these
days their sacred -character,

~ The truly religious observance

of such days as our religious

feasts and .national holidays
, will deepen and enrich the spir-

itual life of the whole natlon.

THE ROLE QF
CHRISTEAN FAITH

One of the copstant dangers -
to the religious spirit It a

« Country such as ours is the

tendency ‘to regard religlon it
self simply as the fruit of
plous sentiment; or to hold, as
. the doctvinal basis of religion,
‘what we may call the corimon
Iactor in the religlous opinions;
held by varlotzs groups; or 1o

be cntent with the great re- .

ligious trutha of the natural
order which can be known by _
unaided human reason.

It is true that the Founderz
of this Country, in their public
utterances, gave as the reli.
glous foundation of thefr work
only the truths of the naturml
order -~ belief in God as the
Omnipotent Creator; bellef in .
man &5 God's fres creature en. .
dowed with Inalienable righte;
belie! in the eternal truth and
universality of the rnoral law.
But {t is also true that these
convictions were part of their
Christian tradition,

Historically these truths had
Jbeen received and ®laborated
by inteflects Ilumined by faith
and goided by revelation, It .
woull be wrong to imagine
that these fruths are sufficient
for the reliplous Jife of the in.
dividual, or that they can of
themxeixu guaraites the firm
foundation of soclety. Alter all,
the triuths which can be known
by reason are but a part of re.
ngious truth, It is through s

‘has become clewr that denlalof

Mm himgclf is ot zn\erelg a7
eredtirg ol A fmtursl orden,.
At the momvsnt of ceafion’ He
was elevated By God' to -the
supernatutal state and destined.
to an everlasting and superna,
tural 1ife, To the fm of s

st ,5?4 \
o save mxnirmn\ﬂmetemax L
consequences: uﬁﬁs tal), topay -,*'
the penalty of his ﬁins gnd N "
restore hhntc hiwupematum A

Gaod bewne mm &Qr{eregl ami-x, Lo
ded on thé Cross fob the saha* LA
tion of &1l mankind, In the ey,
compllshménﬁ 61‘
Redempﬁon

tmths“?which at .
vimgled;. hie needs-the
wrhlch Ghrlat flaa est

mtely -fn mm’&‘ mihd they
must’ stand or- fall. togethers,
Subttact one pait.dnd you dis«
toxt the rests deny ong.part .
arad in the end you defy the.
wholl or, in the nzht of D | »
vine Révelation, can the prine.. - 7 |
ciplés- of nmtura] ethis be . ]
geparated {ftom tHe princples v ]
of Christian morality. Only the :
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