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Wo Salvation 
fhe Holy Office Letter to 

Archbishop Cashing 
^Presented h 

problem of 
Cambridge, jMa. 
Sept. 6, W 2 , hsite of The Pitoi, 

to tbe 'e are the texts of thrift' documents relating 
tfrt Ret. Leonard leeney and tbe St. Benedict tenter of 

^ ubub uere published an the front page of the 
" ~" ~" fjhhti organ of tbe Archdiocese of 

hasten. Tbe documents are (I) an &$Msb translation, approved by tbe 
Holy See, of a letter sent by tbe Suprhae Sacred Congregation- of the 
Holy Office on Aug 8, I'M, to Archbuh^p Richard }• dishing o.f 
Boston; (I) 4 statement issued under the natrte\fArcbbishop Cashing on 
Sept. % 1952, setting forth tbe circumstances lealting to the publication 
(Ajbtt letter from the Holy Office; and (I) an appeal by Archbishop 

4 (ENGLISH TRANSLATION) 

THE SUPREME SACRED CONGREGATIO 
THE HOLY OFFICE 
From the Headquarters of the Holy Office 

ment Issued By 
iop cusmng 

.TJie Puj>i^9n$^<W.eoB««gr|ifi[0ii pf the Holy OSBce h a | 
examined again the problem ofjfigwer l̂ ee-nard Feeney and St.' 
Benedict Center. Staving stmlleff^refuljy' fh> publications' 
issued by the Center, and laving considered 'all the clrcum? 
stances of this case, tlipJSacred Congregation has ordered me-, 
to publish, in Its entirely, the letter which-the m\W Cangrega* 
tion sent to mo on- fhe 8th of August, 194§. Hie Supreme 
Pontiff, His Holiness, Pope Pius XII, has given, full approval 
to this decisienxin due obedience, therefore, we publish, in its 
entirety, the. ia t ln text of the letter as received front Oie Holy* 
Office with an English translation of the same approves by the; 
H o , y ^ • _ " " • x ; ; 
GryetrWBesTon,"TuWsachus3ts, ^ 
the 4th day of September, A.D. 1932 " 
WAI/TEB J. FlfltLONG, 

Chancellor « , 
4. EICHARD J. CUSHING, 

Archbishop of Boston, 

Protocol Number 122/49. 

"Your Excellency: 

August 8, 1949 vale 
gave 

ents that Our Saviour 
aplanation those tilings 

that are contained in the deposit 
of faith, but ts . the teaching au­
thority of the Church. 

Now, in the firsKpIace, the! This supreme Sacred Congregation has followed very 
attentively the rise and the course of the grave controversy! church teaches that inxhis mat 
stirred up by certain associates of "St. Benedict Center" and, ter there is question of V m 0 5 1 

"Boston College" in regard to the interpretation of that strict command of Jesus ci 
axiom; "Outside the Church there i s no salvation.". ) Fpr He explicitly enjoined on 

" apostles to teach all nations to 
After having examined nil the documents that are neces-'observe all things whatsoever He 

sary or useful in this matter, among them information from'Himself had commanded (Matt., 
your Chancery, as well as appeals and-reports in which thej2 8J ^9-20). 
associates of "St. Benedict Center" explain their opinions) Now* among; the command-
and complaints, and also many other documents pertinent to! merits of Christ, that one holds 
the controversy, officially collected, the sanle Sacred Cong-re-! not the least place, by which 
gdtion is convinced JLhat the unfortunate controversy arose( , v e a r e commanded to be in-
from the fact that the axiom: "outside the Church there is , corporatcd by Baptism into the 
ho salvation," was not correctly understood and weighed, and! mystical oody of Christ, which 
that the same controversy was rendered more bitter by Ls „ l e ciuu-cli( and to remain 1 
serious disturbance o f discipline arising from the fact that unlteA t 0 C h ] J t o l a n d t 0 ^ | 
some of the associates of the institutions mentioned above 
refused reverence and obedience to legitimate authorities. 

Accordingly, the Most Eminent i " ~ 
the Most Reverend Cardinals of posed by the Church lo be be-
thls Supreme Congregation. In a llevod as divinely revealed, not 
Plenary session, held on Wednes-j only through solemn Judgment 
day, July 27. 1949. decreed, and but also through tho ordinary 
the August Pontiff in an audience and universal teaching office 
on the following Thursday, July | (Denzingor, rt. 17921. 
28. 1949 decreed to give his ap- mVV. „ „ „ „ T t t 0 S E ( h , 
provai tha the following expla- w h J c h thf i e h u r d l h ^ 
nations pertinent to the doctrine,; p r e a c h e t ) ^ w U 1 n e v e r ^ ^ } 0 

• preach Is contained also that ira-
t fallible statement by which 

are taught that there Is no 

Vicar, through whom He Him­
self In a visible manner gov­
erns the Church on earth. 

Therefore, no one will be 
saved who, knowing t b e 
Church to have been divinely 
established by Christ, neverthe­
less refuses to submit to the 
Church or withholds obedience 
from the Roman Pontiff, the 
Vicar of Christ on earth. 

willed that tile effects, neces­
sary for ono to bo saved, of 
those helps to salvation which 
axe directed toward man's end, 
not by 'intrinsic necessity, but 
only by divine institution, can 
be obtained In certain circum­
stances when those helps are 
used In desire and longing. 
This we see clearly stated in 

vthe Sacred Council, of Trent, 
rth in reference to the Sacra­

ment of Regeneration and in 
reference to the Sacrament of 
PerancA^penxuigrer,. jm, Wlt, 
807), 

Tile swnein't ts own degree 
maslrtie-asserted axfjte Church, 
In as f*r*as she Is thVgeneral 
help to> salvation. Therefore, 
that one" may obtain etc: 
salvation, it Is not always re 
qnlired that- lie bo Incorporated 
into the, Cluircli actually as a 
member, but it is necessary 
that at least he lie united to 
her by desire and longing.. 

PLAN NCCW CONVENTION bjf^wiih all aye; bound ot>elonsf> 
Ihgt to fhe true Church and of 
submitting to the Authority of 
the.Koniao Pontiff and ot the 
iislfops "whom,the Holy" G&ost 
M s placed * , , to rule the 
Church." (Acts, 20:28). 

; ; Hence, one* cannot under-
stahd how the St. Benedict Cen­
ter can consistently claim to b e 

' • CatlioliQ school and wish, to-
be accounted such, and yet not 

i conform to tho prescription o f 
•Canons 1381, and .1583 of the 
Code of Canon Law, and con­
tinue to exist as « source, o f 
discord and rebellion against 
ecclesiastical authority and a s 
ass a source of the disturbance 
Of many consciences. 

* Furthermore, it i s beyond uri-
: dersfandlng how * member o f 

m» ; _ 
Father Feeney, presents him­
self as a "Defender of the 
faith," and at the Mroe time 
does not hesitatayto attack the 
catechetical instruction, p r o ­
posed by lawful authorities, 
and has -not even feared tc* 
incur «3»ve aanfeiions *hre|fe-

, ened by the sacred canons be* 
cause of his serious violations 
of hhr dntte* as a religriouj, * 
priest and an ordinary member 
of the Church. 
Finally, it is in no wise to be 

tolerated that certain Catholics, 
shall claim for themselves the, 
right to publish a perJodlcaJi-ior 
the purpose of spreading theolog-

June 29, 1943," "On the' Mystical.'to God must believe that God lca* doctrines? without the per-
Body of Jesus Christ," (A AS,, exists and Is a rewarder of those 'mission of competent Church Att* 

Archbishop Blchard J^ish lnf f of Boston, Episcopal Chairman 
of the Department of l>»y Organizations, National Catholic 
Welfare Conference^ revlewV^he program of the 26th National 
Convention of the National Council of CathoUo Women, to be 
held hi Seattle. Wasii.rSepleniber^ SJO-24, with Margaret Mealey, 
Executive Secretary, NCCW. The prelate said: "This program 
win serve to help delegates from all parts of the country to>" 

carry on their great work.in fhe aposfolpte of the laity." 
^ , ,—, ,—_i>- ; 

Vo£ 35. an. 1943, p. 193 fl> For who seek Him." (Hebrews, 11:6). 
In this letter the Sovereign, The Council of Trent 4cc]ares 
Pontiff clearly distinguishes be- (Session VI, chap, 8). "Fitfth Ss 
tween those who are actually in- the beginning of man's salvation, 
corporated into the Church fts the foundation and root of all 
members and those who are Justification without which it Is 
united to the Church only by de- impossible fo please G6"d and 
sire. attain to ihe fellowship of His 

„ , _ T ., • . , ' children." (Denzhjger, a. %l>. 
Discussing the members ofi > . 

t'hich the Mystical Body is com-! From what has been said it Is 
d here on earth, the same evident that those things which 

August Pontiff says: "Actually are proposed in the periodical 
only those are to be included as 
members olr he Church who have 
been baptizeo\.and profess the true faith, and'Who have not been 

, , _ . . . . . . . so unfortunate asxto separate 
However. tMs( deslie need not, t b e m s e i v e s f ^ t h e W t y of the 

Body, or been excluded i l l e g i t i ­
mate authority for graveiaults 
committed." 

and also that invitations and ex 
hortations relevant to discipline 
be given: 

always be explicit, as It i s in 
catechumens: but when a per 
son ls Involved In imtaclble ig­
norance, God accepts also an im­
plicit desire, so called because it, Toward the end of this same 

Not only did the Saviour com- b included In that good dtgposl , Encyclical .Letter, when mostaf-, 
mand that all nations should( , l o n °* s o u l thereby a person, lectionately inviting to unity 

. We are bound by divine and. vaUoo outside the Church. 
Catliajlc faith to bellove all those) Hovvevcr, this dogma must he 
things which are contained In the understood in that sense - in 

sal enter the Church but He also-de- f wishes his will to he conformed, those who do not belong to the vgoroi 
.creed the Church to be a means t o t h e xvUJ o ! G o d ' i 6 0 4^ a t t n e C a t h o l l c Church, he M ^ 

"From the Housetops,", fascicle* 
3, as the genuine teachirsfforthe 
Catholic Church are far from 
being such and are very^harmfat 
both to those within the Church 
and those without. . 1 • 

F K O M T H E S E declarations 
which pertain to doctrlnerrceHafn 

nclusions follow whicti- regard 
pllne and conduct, and which 

cannot be unknown to thoso who 
defend the necessity 

thority, called the "Imprimatur* 
which is prescribed by the sacred 
canons, / * 

Therefore, let them who In 
grave peril are ranged against, 
the Chwrch serioasly bear Irt 
mind that alter "Bom* haa 
spoKen". they catwol be excused 
even, by reason of good Mthu 
Certainly, their bona and duty o f 
obedience toward the Church I s 
much graver than that of those 
who as yet jare related to the 
Church .Moaly By a n unconiclouar 
destreV* Let them realize that 
they are children of the Church* 
lovingly Jiourished _hy, her with 
the milk of doctrine arid: the "!•,•> 
raments, and hence, having heardt 
the clear voice of their Hotherj 1 
they cannot be eaccuiec? ifjom 
culpahle ignorance «3hd theretore: 
to them apply wlthdut^any j * * : 
striction. that*principles AUTOS-
slon, to the Catholie ChurcK ami 
to the ̂ ' e r d g i f ^ n Q l t hi rev 

" T * " "infu,i > it jinn 
' nllTlil|lntiliyfcitiljti<i 

, To St, Benedict 

. ^AstheSpWt««lSiie|B*r4ol 
the Arebdlt)l!e««rof IMtol^ my 
heari sm' «wt, fa Ikrra, io 
Father Ittllw m k $W4 
who have teen misled ])y false 
Ideas. Ife b&n&>te'***bi fe«P* 
that now, ijiteif'tW spireme 

^ufhorify of tho Church lam 
spoken, IFatliei; Joemey^n* aU 
Ids toUav/pifi. will provi thefts 
selves to M loyal children of 
the Charcli ajid ouj Holy 
Father, JP0pc ^Jus 3KII. 

t Invito, alt alio faithful to 
join with me fn. tlda prayer-

*S* BicaHABD j , ensnonh 
Aicliblshop o f Bo«t«n. 

•') •! I I 

$pn>. 
iHxy- tor-asm r~ 

Itj sending thlaletter; 1 declfre 
mypsftfptHj^ esteem, amd. remalnr 
your Excellency's most devoted 

- • SEIiVASGIANrx*^ 
Af <HtavIaii|( 4assesson ' , 

To Mfe Excellency 
Moat jRevereitd: Blchard Smem 

1 '* -'••-.jijiuftiiig • ' 
Arehbhhojp of S o t t a s . 

!_' 

wt*'»fi». 
- •« Ml Rl(aii*p»f*« fell ' 

,*l«t^«ft)(«t*|lirIWf««« -

(WM50lttl#dtf^ > 

A" 

.... . . -if' 

creed 
i of salvation, without which no 
(one cart enter tho kingdom of ; t a u g h t 

B°l THFSE THINfiS-flK. cle.arivime,, lf0,:1S , h Q S e W h 0 " a r e T e l a t f i d 

o f L T 5 ^ ^ . I " * - , Z . J S „ , ^ 2 ! ' t o wtf Mystical Body of the Re. Jin that dogmatic,letter 
word of God. whether it be Scrip-, which the Church herself under-! e t e r n a l S1*^* I which vms issued bf. tbi* Sov* 
turo or TradiUon, and are pro-' stands? It. For, it was not to prl- In His inftnite mercy God erign Pontiff, Pope Plus 301, on 

deemer by s certain unconscious 
yearning and. tdesire,*' and these 
in^hy n 0 means excludes from 
eternal salvation, hut on the 
other hand states that they are 
In a condition "in which they 
cannot be sure of their salvation" 
since "they still remain deprived 
of those many heavenly gifts 
and helps which can only he en­
joyed in the Catholic Church'* 
(AAS. loc. cit. 2431. 

_ WITJH THESE wise words he. 
reproves both those who exclude | 
from eternal salvation all united 
to the Church only by implicit 
desire, and those who falsely as­
sert that men can be saved 
equally well in every Teligion <cf. 
Pope Plus EX. Allocution "Sin-
gulari quadam." in Denzinger, 
nn. 1641. ff — also Pope Pius TX 
in the" Encyclical Letter "Quanta 
conficiamur moerore" in Den-
zinger, n. 16T7). 

But it must not be thought 
that any kind of desire of enter­
ing the Church suffices that one 
may be saved. It is neseessary 
that the desire by which one is 
related to the Church be anl-
tmated by perfect charity, Nor 
can an Implicit desire produce its 
effect, unless a person has super 
natural faith: "For he who comes 

New Munich 
Archbishop Son 

01 Tailor 
Munich —(NCI—Archbishop-

designate Josef WendeL who 
was recently named to succeed 
the tate Cardinal Faulhaber as 
A>ehbishop of Munich and 
Frelsing, rose, like his prede­
cessor, from humble surround­
ings to one of the highest posi­
tions in tbe German hierarchy. 

The 51-year-old Archbishop-
elect Is the son of * tailor. The 
lato CardtnaTs father" W«» * 
baker. The Archbishop-Elect . 
,was born on May 27, 1901, at ! 

iBUcskastel, which at that tltt® ' 
, belonged to the Palatinate but [. 

i s now in Saar territory. Both . 
the father and mother of the 
new Munich Archbishop are ' 

.still alive. 
1 i_o*-*—"— 

t e M o p e Ofite 
Theologf fo taymeia; 

Syraeisc, BT. % r~ fNCJ-^Atsrf-
lege which attracted 700 adults 
with a"ftfflws*dlt course e n 'frlie1 

Four iG.ospels and the Public Lf fc;' 
of Chrisf;' last year fe expanding 
,its program this; f a l l ta'}n$We 
an advanced cotir$«J of I f teotey 
for Laymen. , '>.''.':' 

Le Moyhe"Co3Je|e is ofterittg 
both one-nSght-aAWlft courses tor 
nop-Caftolics as well as Cf|tholics. 
The couries have the sadtae con­
tent a s those .offered In the col­
lege curriculum. Fee for cadi1 

•course i s $® p&-'$mm%efi, ' 

OJPEW MwN*jt UrsDitjf- fKI* IlUc w w± nm 

•"• j •*-—•<«^a»« 
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