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His Excellency Bishop 'Hear-
ney discussed the need for re­
ligious vocations. In » radio in­
terview last Sunday With the 
Bev, Richard T. Tormey. Fol­
lowing' is a transcript of the 
broadcast made over Station 
WHAM: -

PR, T: Bishop Keatney, it is a 
distinct honor to have you here. 
Am I correcfin a*yh»g to the 
public that it is one of the major 
responsibilities of the Diocesan 
Bishop to promote and increase 
vocations in his diocese? 

JBISHOEi Yef, Father, you are 
correetXThat is one of our major 
responsibilities, because upon the 
recrulfinent^of priests and sisters 
to carry on xttie work of the 

„ churches and schools depends the 
future progress o£,the' gospel pt] 
Jesus Christ in the community; 

FB. T: At the veryNnitset of-i 
our talk, Bishop, would, you 
sketch" "for us just how apical 
are the vocational needs of\he 
Rochester Diocese? 

BISHOP: Well, as you know, 
Father, within th,e last few years 
we have increased to a great ex­
tent the number of our parish 
schools. We have opened a num­
ber of new parishes also. We find, 
lor example, when there is talk 
of opening a new parish, the par­
ents are always concerned that 
with, the opening of a new church 
there should bo the opening of a 
new school. , 

1 have' had the experience time 
and tinie again, as soon as there 
was talk of a new parish In a 
certain community, of having fa­
thers and mothers come and say: 
"Now, let us have "our7 school 
from the very beginning." Of 
course that means that we must,) 
have available the Sifters to 
teach in those schools. The •open­
ing of every new parish also 
means a draining of the supply 
of priests to carry on that work. 

Now wo also face a very seri­
ous responsibility to our men in 
the armed forces, Many of our 
priests who are eligible for serv­
ice are anxious to go but they. . . . . 
realize that they leave a serious (-f^ *,B^1jeaJ 
vacancy behind if they undertake 
the work. Consequently we are hi 
a very serious situation, not 
critical 1, would- say, but a 
situation where we must Increase 
our vocational! our work in 
these "fields is to be effective, 
• FB, TJ .Bishop* taking-'your 

word that the expimsjefi of pa­
rochial schools is ojPmajor con­
cern, would you discuss, with us 
about the annual numbekof ap-' 
plicants to our diocesan teaching 
Orders? The Sisters of Mercy\nd 
.the Sisters of St. Joseph teal 

in most of our diocesan, schools, 
Has their number growij in xe» 
cen,t years or is i t quite sta­
tionary? 

BISHOP: The number i s more 
or less stationary. I would say it 
lias not gtpvm In' proportion to 
the demands* Jft% of /nurse, 
there is another angle^that must 
be considered and that Is some 
of the young women graduating 
from out own;, schools go-to other 
religious communities, W"e have 
no fault to find with that because 
these vocations #ary. 

There are some very fine grad­
uates of our schools we should 
like to have in pur local com­
munity, but they have been at­
tracted tp missionary work of 
various kinds. However, there Is 
this regrettable fact that there 
has not been, an increase in the 
number of vocations to keep pace 
with the requirements even of 
our own diocese. 

FATHEB T: I, did -a little re­
search in preparation for this 
chat,-Bishop. In the last .three 
years, Nazcreth Academy has 

duated about. 784 girls, and 
ut forty-flye of them have 

goneXto the convent, either here 
or in another diocese. And in the 
same number of years, Mercy 
High has graduated 59Landsome 
thirty have entered the convent 

Now this, according' to their 
official records, shows no gradual 
rise In proportion\otheir large 
school attendance, ^Oiore is a 
steady sameness over the past 10 
or 15 years. That isn't axhealthy 
condition, is it? \ 

BISHOP: It's not. Yet," of 
course,- we must realize that a 
vocation to the convent Is j t very 
serious call and it makes a big 
demand. It demands a tremen­
dous sacrifice and demands gen­
erosity of heart It demands a 
willingness to serve God. 

There is another angle to be 
considered, and it is this.'With 
the increasing restrictions on the 
type of girl that we canteke into 
our religious communities the 
problem becomes more serious. 
For example, it is^necessary now 

g in elemenjary 
school, andeven our religious, to 
have her/Bachelor's degree. Con­
sequently, a religious community 
wUl/not accept, and should not 

pf, girls with the idea of 
ig them teachers unless 

they are convinced they're cap­
able of doing the necessary prep­
aratory work. 

What I want to point out Is 
that as In every vocation, when 
you Increase the requirements, 
you are making it more difficult 
to get the personnel. For ex­
ample, many years ago, when the 
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educational requirements were 
not as high as they are today 
for the classrooms, it was easy 
to accept many-fine and generous 
girls, generous of heart and will­
ing to serve, but, unfortunately, 
many of those are not acceptable 
today because they are just not 
able to meet the standards. 

Now we realize all that, but at 
the same time, we feel that there 
are a great many who have all 
this equipment, and for some rea­
son or other, this particular vo­
cation has failed to impress them 
as It should. 

FB. T: Bishop, many listeners 
do not clearly understand what 
the Church mean? by a vocation. 
In yaur nlnd, and in the 
Church's, what does it really con­
sist of? How does a girl know 
she has one? 

BISHOP: In a general way you 
best get the meaning of this word 
"vocation" simply by translating 
your Latin. The "vocatlo" is a 
calling. We have other Callings. 
We meet one man and we say 
his vocation was to be a doctor. 
Wo have the teaching profession 
and we say after having listened 
to them or attended their classes 
"their vocation was to be teach­
ers," We are coming to realize 
that motherhood Is a very defi­
nite vocation. However, in the, 
sense that we are using It, we 
have come to restrict It to the 
'call of God.' 

I suppose it goes back to the 
words of Christ in speaking of 
His apostleshlp: "You have/not 
chosen me. but I have.chosen 
you." In other words, fiod^ calls 
people to His-service. 

Now there is, no supernatural 
way that this caH^comes to us. 
We cannot hope to have any 
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f*of our intense* admiration of 
sonw partictflar^riesj, i t was be­
causewe saw. the^priesthood per* 

Sonified m'' an • in^ivichial man, 
ihat we had the desire, to be 
something lik^liinj, The same 
tiling is true of the Sisters. The 
Sister fit the clfssroom who will 
personify in every nfoment, in 
every relationship the Ideals of 
the religious life—these are the 
ones that will attract young peo­
ple to the service of God. That 
is why it has been my experi* 

tangible, o$;Bjute, outstanding 
phenomenatoindicate that. After 
all this demand; for special signs 
and wonder*;1 was condemned by 
Christ HhB5«eJ4 when He said in 
reflecting *n the faith of* His M : 

lowerii Unless you see signs 
and Wonders, you believe not." 

The jbest signs of vocation to 
me would be, **& -°* **•» *n "V 
tense love tdi (sod. Christ has 
laid down'-the comrnarAdmeht, 
"Thou shali;-love "the ward pur 
Gofl with'thy whole heart, wtth. . . . 
thy whole soul and with all thyj *nce that very often I have no-strength." The first feeling of a 
vocation is the willingness to in 
terpret that thing in,', its very 
fullest. That is, God should be 
everything in our Safe. 

Then comes the question of our 
equipmenllSo that when a young 
girl has this intense love for 
God and a spirit of-self-sacrifice.' 
she is willing to give ti|» nutny 
of the.legitimate pleasures.and 
satisfactions of this life, in aeon-
sciousness that sacrifice i s neces­
sary to make her work: more ef­
fective. And then, having that 
courage* that self sacrifice, she 
is willing to undertake the par­
ticular type of work for which 
she thinks God has especially 
equipped her. That is about my 
interpretation, of "vocation." Eer-N 

sonally, that is The way" it' catne 
to all of us. , 

FATHER T: Bishop Kearney, I 
think everyone would appreciate, 
that this means a very big deci­
sion in a girl's life. How would 
you answer parents who say that 
an eighteen-year-old girl is in­
capable of knowing her own mind 
and of making such a decision? 

BISHOP: Father, an eighteen-
year-old girl is capable of talk­
ing to God, of getting divine in-
spiratlon, of getting divine mes­
sages into her youthful heart, 
Just as well as a man 50 or 60 is. 
And a young girl of eighteen has 
reached the crossroads of life. 

Anyway she is bound to makel 
a very vital decision in a short 
time as to where her path will go 
and it is a mistaken notion for 
parents to say that agirl of eight-
teen does not know her own 
mind. My experience 
of that age, and boys of that age 
is thev veryliefinltely know their 
own 

s 

t T: Some people say 
is a great spirit of selfish-

among young people today. 
Do'you think that is as important 
a factor in holding back vocations 
as sortie people think? 

BISHOP: i don't think that 
selfishness has so^much to do 
with i t I think the self sacrifice 
of the matter^irighten a lot of 
our young people. They are awed 
by the whole program ~ what 
they give up, the responsibilities, 
what they figure is ihe terrible! 
monotonous routine .of the thing. 
And .then, of course,'very Often 
their .experiences, 
with" religious liave not mcreajed 
it—the very ones, the people 
represent religion 'in their 

(flclenyy emphasized. What aboutj carried"' on by the-teacher in the 
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attract these young people. After 
all in this matter of vocations, 
personal relationship has a .great 
deal to do with it. ., /' 

You know, Father, that you<are 
a priest and I am a priest because 

tlced particular priests who, we 
might say, have a "Utile'follow­
ing" who went to the-prfesthood. 
And I know particular nuns who 
have a 'Oittte following" who 
went ta the Sisterhoodi all at* 
tracted because they saw the 
ideals represented in a person. 

FATHER T: In this whole mat­
ter I have often: felt that the 
place of the~|>arents was not suf-

the selfishness that they display? 
[-Do- you have any strong feeling 
iipon that? v 

BISHOP: I haver and I have 
had several unfortunate experi­
ences—very fine young women 
who obviously had vocations, who 
had an. intense desire to serve 
"God, but who met with opposi­
tion at the very spat where they 
should have gottea cooperation. 
That is to say, their parents in­
terfered with them. I have a very 
interesting quotation that r , 
Woulo\like to read, written by/a| 
young college woman recently on 

^this subject and she sumrit up 
very"well this way: / 
. "Closely related to^the misun­
derstanding about vocations and 
equally responsible for the fail­
ure of parents to recomhjend the 
religfous Hfe to their children is 
the misconception of the mean­
ing ox children. Children do not 

Jbejotig to parents as so many 
Iparents seem to think. They be­
long to God and are on loan to 
parents until He asks for them, 
back again. ; J 

"If every parent could be'rhade 
to realize that, there would be no 
need for vocational conferences 

with girXif^Dr children; there would be no 
shortage of vocations to the re­
ligious life.' 

"Parents mast learn early the 
t rue meaning: of vocation and the 
true meaning of their parent­
hood. Once they grasp this every­
thing will follow, even though-as 
it is, God will have His way, 
They .must be taught above 
everything else that children are 
Kivin them in trust, not as pos­
sessions, and that in asking for 
"His own gifts back again God is 
asking the gift He gaVe to them 
and is not bestowing any insult 
o r an injury upon them. 

They must realize that reli­
gion is as much a vocation as 
any one of-the professions which 
they urge Upon their children.'* 

FATHER T : Bishop Kearney, 
in all this problem of stimulating 
vocations in the Diocese,, what 
special projects are going on in 

classroom. Is it?" 
BISHOP: fye feel that in/the 

classrooms our own Sisters and 
Priests have the great advantage 
of personal contact ^with these 
young people. If J t cannot be 
done in the classroom, it will 
hardly be done^anywhere^else. 

FATHEE/T: Bishop, ,to close 
this vet? sincerely presented 
statement of the interest in the 
Church in vocations, what word] 

I would you give to the laity in 
^general, those people listening, 
in who have no children or even 
nieces or nephews who might be 
Interested—What can the laity 
in general do to aid in the broad!" 
vocational program of the 
Church? 

BISHOP: The laity, in general, 
concerned as they are with the 
spread of the jKlngdom of Christ 
on earth, can always assist us by 
their prayers. .By prayer, espe­
cially to St. Francis Xavier, the 
great patron of the mission, and 
to our Blessed Lady for whom 
theN welfare of the Church is a 
very 4eep concern. Prayer _can 
solve many of these problems— 
after all they're God's problems. 

Whale Teeth Given 
New Missionaries 

Suva, Fiji —(NO— Thirteen 
S>. Columban missionaries'were 
greeted On their arrival here 
with a prized Fiji gift — nine 
whale teeth. 

They rScelveS the gift from- a 
delegation of native chiefs in the 
presence of Bishop Victor Foley, 
S.M., Vicar Apostolic of the Fiji 
Islands: iffie^ 13 priests are the 
first Columbian missionaries as 
signed to work in the Fiji Is­
lands. Their superior is the Rev. 
Denis Fitzpatrlck. 

and person have not been able t o ^ ^ " ^ ^ " ^ ' ^ ^ ! Z:Z™f™,h: 
lieihould hear about? 

BISHOP: This, p a r t i c u l a r 
montlvwe open the question, we 
lay it open in the classrooms— 
we present the, problem to fhe 
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children. We bring in representa-
tives'of various: religious com­
munities in order that the whole 
program of the service of God 
may be open. 

We are hot simply concerned 
with ourown religious communis 
ties. We realize that Christ's 
Church is something vastly big­
ger than the problems of the dio­
cese of Rochester and so we open 
the whole program and we have 
this vocation month. 

We invite representatives of 
the Jesuits, Redemptorists, Fran-, 
ciscans, Passionists, Marykholl 
Sisters, Missionary Sisters, Medi­
cal Missionaries of Mary,—the 
whole field. From time to time 
these -different groups come 
here so that our young people 
can see how vast the field is and 
how critical the necessity. 

FATHEB T: The particular 
emphasis on the home Sister­
hoods, the home. Priesthood, is 

mously adopted by Monroe Coun 
ty Chapter, Catholic War Vet­
erans meeting Tuesday a t Mon­
roe Dame Retreat House, 246 
Alejcanaer S t 

THIS amendment was initiated 
by Senator Bricker of Ohio and 
signed by 55 other Senators,, the 
Resolution said. 

Copies -of the resolutfon'Will 
rbe sent to representatives in Con­
gress from this are 

Another sesoluwai bacJttog the 
American Lefeiori in their move 
to return the Memorial Day Par­
ade to its former status as a 
gigantic civic and patrlotio proj* 

"This proposed amendment to-ject^was also adopted b y the Me* 
the Constitution-of the United 
States," the veterans declared; 
"has as one of its primary 
jettives the focusing of attention 
ou-a grave cdnstitutionaFdefect 
and*is aimed at preventing the 
Covenant on M a n Rights 
drafted, by the/United Nations 
from destroying the Constitution 
o t the Unjted States." 

gates and copies were to hfsemV 
to .the Memorial # ^Executive-
Council in chargefof pl$oi>iiig>t̂ e}1 

parade.; ' .-• ' . "•••V'-/*i*:,j>' 
Howard Meattt of St, A«g#!v 

ti,ne!s Post was elected to rate 
office of County 3rd Vic|Coni» 
mander. -" ' ; ; ' ' ; ' " 

Plans were also anrjo'unceof^r 
the Annual Military'Ball of'$&* 
Chapter on Saturday May <SJfc/"" 
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MMfe*oneolstrtctei'mblher; 'W,. 
husband Is missing.... dying a slow; 
d?aUi in Siberia? We were expelled 

. from our home, Ilud tofleeinwlnttr 
with toy four children. T**>dledon. 
the way. The other two-jax* suffer- , 
ing.and sick and I »m *-nerVoui 
weclc. Cc41fle»youforyourawielld' 
c h s r i t r - ^ * •• - . ••:. :•' 

ItotaerThoma?, Director, of Cl«rev~ 
tlan Reliefi o n his nerii mftccy trip to 
Europe will t«ke to His HolinessPope 
Pius 3 0 1 a beautiful album, contain­
ing the n a m e s of all C l w e t i a n Relief 
benefactors. l>t_your n a m e be i n ­
scribed. Our dear Lord t r i l l reward' 
jou. H e said, «*A» you a i d i t for co t 
of t h e s e . . . you did i t for m e , " 
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l e L ^ Usams fac tors of Olsiretlan 
stlgmatic Theresa Ni 
Is praying for t h e m in a ipecial - . . . 
way." The generosity of your f Address^ 
a lms will be remembered a n d i •'' 
your intentions pn t fed Tor a t our I 
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