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Perilous Joumoy
Wil'h English Priosl- ,

By O, A. BA'!'.!‘ISTA

YIn the enthusiastic &lluéions-

to a new Elzabethan'era, for
England, it is obviously Iorgatten
that the first
_ Elizabéthan era
(1558 to 1603)
meant for
Catholies in
England perse
cution, ruthless
and endlegs,
Something of 3B
the extent and
the Intensity of
that assault on ol
the Church Fr. Kennedy
may be found in The Autob!-
ography of a Hurnted Priest ¢Pel-
- legrini and Cudahy. $3.50). Orig-
inally written in Latin by Father
John Gerard, S.J., it has an in-
troduction by Graham Greene..
Father Gerard was born in
England In 1564, six years after
Elizabeth I came to the throne
and vigorously began trying to
terminate the old “Faith,
family was immovably
Catholic, despite the severe pen-
alties their™ fidelity brought on

them. At 12 he went to Oxford
but soon left bec%e\or his re.

Iusal to partlcipata in heretieal
worship. At 14 he crossed to
France to study, While there, he
was drawn to méntal prayer and
& mature spiritual life, and after
meeting the heroic Fathers Per.
Sons, determined to become &
Jesult priest,

IN DUE COUBSE he was or-

which meant that he undertook
to Teturn to England in disguise
and to brave the spies, the secret
police, the jalilers, torturers, and
executioners whom the queen
had put to work to extirpate the

even the underground operation
of the Church. .

In 1588, Father Gerard landed
surreptitiously, as November
dusk fell, on a lonely piece of the
English coast. After spending the
cold and rainy night shelterless
in a wood, he set out, in his lay-
man's dress, to try to find some
Catholics, In the very first hours
of what was to prove an 18.year
ministry, there occurred two
things which were tg be typlcal
of that ministry.

First, there was his running
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dained to the English mission,

Catholie priesthood, and, with ft,

Secondly, there was his happen.

his zacred task.

.9 @

was not to be. He was arrested,
spent three years in various pris-

from the country.

composed, picture of Catholic ]

administered the
conducted. refreats,

Sacraments,
recon

t%tle intéituption. But

might, without warning,

gry, for days,
N ]

[ ] L
and shows us the busy, varied
lows He takes us to the prisons,

there too the captured prlext'
ministry went on,

effort to win to Catholl

onews, to.the meanest servant,

husband for this or that malden

ferent celebrities as Topcliffe,

‘|Elizabeth’s brutal priest-hunter~

in-chlef,

and Father

Robert

Seminary in'N.Y.

to slightly
subscripti
a new 49

s reécelved so far for

way last November, is $5,000,000.

first $1,000000 subscribed Tapre.
sented donations by 275 contribi.
tors, and nearly 80 per cent of
the  amount eame in gifty of
$205000 and over.
‘Father McMahon said the new
seminary
facilities néeded for the tralning
of 300 Jesuits. He declared the

sefinary is needed because pre-

sent facilitles for the training of

{Jesuit students are not adequate
for the growing number of
scholasties, Last - year, Father
1 McMohon added, 148 scholastics

Jhad tobe-sent to seminaries out-
‘alde the privince,

afoul ot the network ot priest-
hunters then drawn tightly over
all ‘England, It looked as if his
work had ended before it could
start, byt Father Gerard .man-

aged, through bluff, to get away. fthe hardworking and militant

ing upon a Catholic gentleman.
exger to be in touch with & priest
and ready to do anything he
could to help the priest perform

¥FATHER GERARD shortly |-
presented himself to the Jesuit
superior in England, Father Gar-
net, who, from his hiding place,
directed the labérs of a consider-
able company of priests and
brothers, many of them sooner
or later martyred, It was Father
Gerard’s wish and prayer that he
might share that fate, But this

ons, was savagely tortured, but
escaped from the tower and, in
the wake of the Gunpowder Plot,

He gives us a vivid, it artless ry
fe

~ and death — under Elizabeth,
He takes us t{o the country-
houses wihere priests said Mass, |

clied
lapsed Cajholics, converted Prot-
estants, received young men and
women aspiring to the priesthood
or the religlous life and atarted |c
them on their way to seminarles
and novitistes on the Continent,
In such a refuge a priest might
wark for months at a time with
Always
érqwas the danger of f)etrayal
by a servant, a weak or dis.
gruantled ‘member of the family,
or even an apogtate priest. And
at any moment the priest-hunters
burst
into and pour through the house.
This meant that the priest had
to be ¢ver ready to go Into a hid-
ing: place in the wall and to re-
main there, cold, cramped, hun-

HE TAKES us to the houses
which he rented in London itself

schedule which he there pursued
in thp very shadow of the gal-

some foul and horrid, some falrly
comfortable, and discloses  that

sometimes
with celebration of the Mass and
performance of the Sacramental
rites, always with a detem\éﬁg

everyone he met, from high of-
ficials, to wardens, to fcllow pris-

He takes us on his perflous
Journeys when, dresseqd as a gen-
tlernan, he must be ready to talk
falconry with sportsmen, to ride
In the hunt, to turn aside sugges-
tionxs that he would make a fine

relative, He takes us into the
presence of such extremely dif-

Soxzthwen. the martyred poet.
Jesuits To Budﬂ/
New York—-(M:)—An |nony- :

mous gift of $190,000 has brought
ore than $1,000,000

esuit . seminary  to be
built at Shrub Qak, near Peek.
skil¥, N. Y., provincial. of the
Néw York province. Goal of the
{und campalgn, which got under

‘Father McMahon satd thatthe

will include alt the

(Reprlnted with permission ot
“The. Lamp” published by the

ment)
During the month of Februtw
we do more than pay tribute to

army of religious and lay Catho-
lic editors. and writers who toll
in the vineyard of the press to
produce well over 100 Catholic
magazines in the United States
alqne, not to mention the numer-
ous diocesan newspapers, . -
We take stock of how muiich
we owe “our” press, and what
we can do to support and ex-
pand it still further. .

If we have during the previous
months slipped into the rut
of gobbling down the many com-
peting secular publications, at
the costly expense of only glane-
ing at the Catholic magazines
which we subscribe to, this is
the time to bring bursclvea in
line. .

* NEVER IN THE history of
civilization was it more im-
portant for Catholics — every
man, woman and child, to"recog-
nize the value to be found in
the wealth of Catholic reading
available today.

A Tecent survéy has shown
'that over 60,000,000 Americans
claim they 46 not eve in the
immortality” of  the soul. Our
dally newspapers glve us shock-
lnz D

wer and sex in a futile effort
o escape their fears.
Our mental institutes are filled

cracking under the tenslons ot
the times—and paychiatrists ar
enjoying a phenomenal -booxn.

Jails. '
Attacks on the Christlan way

than ever, and with everin-
creasing efficlency and danger.
Divorce Is tearing the American
family apart at the seams,

FACED WITH such a bleak
and depressing world situsation
such as this, we can thank God
that we have a wellorganized
Catholic press todry.

It stands out as & shining light
striving to nourish the mind
with truth, to invigorate it with
honestly interpreted fatts, and
to furnish reading entertainment
that is morally good.

It dispels false thinking on
doctrine and matters appertain-
ing to Christian conduct,

It serves as an armor of Faith,
shielding us from the pernicio
fiith that can be found on ]
comer news stand.

It reports fafthfully at iz
happening in the world/of Cath-
olic thought, giving the Cath-
olic viewpoint on nt events,’
It tells us at others are
doing to shov their dsvotion to
God and try, It offers in.
spiration and guidance for every
member-of the family.

The earnest reader.of Catho-
lic. literature is bound to see
ore vividly than others, the
beauiy of our Faith, and to bring
othérs a knowledge of the truth.
‘Even "though our Catholic
Press cannot boast of circuls-
tions_in the same clasy/ as thel

ﬁmm“ottheam %

of that milllonis of Ameri-] ;
are pursiing drink, money, | -

to overflowing -~ minds erej . . .

Juvenile delinquency, continues|:.
to increase, and our legislators :
clamor for more {unds to build| -

of life appear more frequently| ¢

.jconténts appeal collectively to
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large secular newspapers and
magazines,” many of its best
Known weeklies or monthlies are
50 a;sembled that the general

the family.
Vital news events are dis-
cussed fairly, and timely instruc-
tions are combined with special
fexture srticles, query columns,
poetry, blography or fiction.

SHYING AS IT does. away
from the melodramatic, the half-
ttuth  sensationalism  whereby |
secular publications frequently ||
lure subscribers, .the Catholie
Press emphasizes primarily the
fundamental truths of faith, and
prints only the most wholesome
type of inspirational informative
matter. For this reason, it always .
is #0 much mére reassuring and
convincing to hear a person say,
“0f course, jt's true, I read iti

in a Catholic publication.”
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