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Pope’s Christmas Message

(N WL News Service)

Vaticam City, Decombes 24—Fol-
lewing © the Emglish tram:lstiom,
made avalable &t the Vaicom, of
the dissowese browdiast om Chrise-
'XI‘;, Ese by His Holruess Pape Pins

A Lovely Feast

Onee again, and for the thir.
teenth tme, the grace of the rand that all men are divided into
Eternal High Priest permits Us, (tW0 clearly
on the anniversary of the Nativ-, Which consequently are wvery
ity, to address the Caiholic world 'loath to concede to anyone any
from this venerable See. ,sort of iiberty t= mainiain-a post

Each year this lovely feast of Uon of political neutraiity.

cannot be. Bupoceed neulrality mmmm%m

of the Church.

The present state of affals de . Sbe cannot come down from
;mands from Us a frank and sin. | L3¢ lofty superiatiral spheve
leere Judgment upon events. But - WIETe political neuttaiiy has po
{these events have resched sweohening, dn the sense iy whish
fa critical stage tiat We are fare | DS concept Is applied o earthily
jed to recognize that the worid is | POwers. Tiis does not %
spiit into two opposing mmmﬁg’mm?m f;im
lin .

ot the
e

‘edash of opinions and desives I
:mmm
The Church cannst cansent o

of the Wworli's gremy events. | msker,

v > m . ‘,1 ;.Vﬁ.
| divided manmﬁgﬁ&& mﬂm s
separated | divided roembi ither camp, (P
ey and imtensifies hed gried at the !

fers Us the occasion of expresss Now those who wrongly con-, judge acoordi 0 exciush Mk, the proemp! ke ik, *. Yol
ing to all the falthful of the world sider the Church as a kind o:éofzfzm&mm;?m mm“?%: il gathérhood |  mkes ﬁ‘?? 1 mm Mgﬁm
Our paternal greeting with a pro- earthly power. or a sort of world the interesss of rellgion to pat- m Birothins and Mimﬂ : !l‘&mt n the winds Bat i
found sense of the mysterious empire, are easfly induced to de Ucular pollcies of a purely | (Alivution (o the” College of zuca hpiilies m%hl
band of faith. hope and love which mand also from her, as from earthly scope; she cannet rym |Cerdibali: Apedl 11, 1998, Acia of mfmaﬂj ‘aﬁmnmmam&. WAW@
z;mea.saat the Crib of the new. others. the renunciation of her the risk of giving any reason for "%’%ﬂ;‘ﬁi‘ XIX, &m&‘; m o of the mmr {ﬁﬁi%aﬁ atrive

m Saviour, those redeemed by neutrality and a definile election’ 3 AERty Todny, 8% it fatuy ™
Christ. tn favor of ene or the other side. doubting shout her religious B i Snisat 1he mmm&ﬁﬁi\ O

character; she cannot forget for

However. there can be no ques ap Mstant that her roie of vep |

ton of the Church rencuncing’
her political neutrality, for the
stmple reason she cannot serve
purely poltical interests.

Let it not be thought that this
is a mere play on words or con-,
cepts. It suffices to have an ele-
mentary notion of the foundation
upon which the Church as a soch
ety ts based. in order to under
stand Our meaning without need
of further explanations. The Di- |
vine Redeemer founded the!
Church in order to communicate
to all men through her mediation
His truth and His grace unto
the end of time The Church s
His “Mystical Budy © She belongs
entirely to Christ as Christ be-
longs t0 GGod (1 Cor 3 23).

Statesmen, and at times even
churchmen, who want to make
the Spouse of Christ thelr ally
or the Instrument of their po-
liticul alllances, either natfonal
or international, would do in-
jury to the very emsence of the
Church and would inflict dam-
age on the [ife which i proper
to her: In a word, they would
bring her down to the aame

In contrast with the collapse of
80 many earthly institutions and
the fat!.re of so many ephemeral
programs. the spirit of God sus
tains, with the vigor of perpetu-
; ally self renewing youth, His
spouse the Church, the fountain-
head of abundant life, whose ever
more vivid manifestations reveal
her supernatural character. inex
pressible comfort for each beilev
er: insoluble riddle for the ene-
mies of the Fajth
Though great is (nur joy in
finding Ourselves once agaln in
this Christmas gathering united
with the faithful of all continents
- &nd also with those who are
with- Us tn faith in God never
theiess the harsh reality of the
hour casts upon this jovtul anni
versary the saddening shadow of
clouds which stll hover menac
Ing!y over 'he warid

The coniribution of the (hurch
to the caase of Peace,

We realize full well the Int}
mate satisfaction and! the uncon
ditional docility with which (Our
devoted chlidren alwavs listen to
the sotce of the cumrmon Father

and the faithful on bath sides
would, in virtue of their super

|
natural faith and hope, have ‘

the cause of peace?

be purely political, and since the .
notmal pilace and essential mis-
ston of the Church is not in the
area where natigns—Iriendly, an.
tagonistic, or neutral---continual-
ly meet, bringing with them their .
ideas and concrete palitical ten-!
dencies, what, then, should be
her contribution to the peace?!
What is the legal right, what the
pecullar nature of this contribu-
tlon”

"The legal 'rlght' and the peace

et We are not unaware of the

:.n.ue!)* with whixh they once level on which conflicting temp- making mission of the church.
S oral Interents are locked In

again awalt his words on the atruggle. And thia In and re The legal right? Bebald: no-

great subject which stirs and agi
tates the human heart the sub
ject of peace and. In particular,
his precise and (onsrete  atate
ment on the contnibufion of the
Church to the cause of peace 11
self tha' Is to sav what the con
tribution of the Church cannot
be what (! can and should be,
what It really is May the Heaven
ly Father Wha at the hirth of His
Divine Son sent cholrs of angels
to sing of peace upon carth, deign
to tnspire Our words,

What then the contribution of the
Church to the caune of pesce |

/

To all our

mains truc, evea where there ia
question of ends and interests and almost palpable as at the
legitimsate In themaelves. crib of Bethiehem. The Infant,
lying there Is the Eternal Bon|
of God made man, and his name
1s “Princeps pacis,” Prince of!
Peace. Prince and founder of:
peace~ such {8 the character of'
the Saviour and Rédeefhe

Whoever then, would wish to
detach the Church from her sup
posed neutrality, or bring pres
sure to bear on her in the ques
tion of peace. or dimjnish her
right freely to determine
whether ahen or how she may
wish to come to a decision {n the
vartous conflicts, such a one
would not make the Church’s co-
operation in the work of peace
easier. For any decision on the-
Church’s part, even in political
questions, can never be purely
political, but must always be
“sub specic aeternitatis.” in the
light of the divine law, of (ts
order 18 values, its standards

It 13 not rare to see purely
terrporal powers and institutions
aband n their neu‘rallty, and
align themseives loday in one
camyp tomorrow perhaps in an
trer [t e a game ol alnances
which can e explained by the

peace between cach man and
God, between men themselves
and between peoples. ‘

This mission, howev‘er. and this
desire for peace are not born of
timidity and weakness, which can:
meet evil and the wicked only
with resignation and patience.
Fverything in the fraiity of the
Bahe of Bethlehern s hidden;
majesty and contained force,
which only love restrains, In
nrder 'o make the hearts of men
capable of begetiing and nurtur-
ing peace, and give them the
strength to overcome and scatter
all the forces that might com-

friends,

suppliers and

us+omers onstant shyft, { temporal in promise its life
c ozt et ot tenonsl G e Divine Savtour s alo
a ver hetsel! a.oof {rom such unstable ~thp lnv‘lsil;l: head of ;;1;‘ Ch;;z:h:
y atliances 10 che pasaes Judy mert and for ', t reason s m on
smal does not mean that she Ia of peace lives on and is active in
prospe rous heretn ahandoning & neutrality the Church Every year, with !h‘e
N rwrte obsemed  for e 18 renewed memory of Christ's
' 3 birth, 18 renewed, in her deep
Y e e reytral  toward  buman

New ear ments N 1he course of higtapy, CUNSUOUSNESs of her title to con-!
arel w0 neither can His Church fribute to the work of peace. a
from a” e 1! are speaks and judges on UMIGUe title  which transcengs;
the probeems of the day, it 1¢ C3F1y earthly thing and stems
! X : immediately from God. an essen-
woh te ear conscionsness of (LT L ent of her nature and

O{ us a+ anticipatirg. In the power ot the Ual element o T

Heoy Spirit, the sentence which ”{_;‘h‘;; religious power.

a' the erd of v'me Her Lord and the

crib

year, once rnore,

(Crarch kneels before the

TRANT'S

Head judee of '?,p imwm wd and recefves her mission from the

corfirm And sanction Divine  Infant. the Prince of

, [} Sgen s the progwr Al st peare At His side she sees re-
NTS .=an funchion of cve Church (aied true human nature, true-

ST L g peattads questions G n e fyllest sense of the word,

' What twer s Che meaning of (g0 g the very human nature
Tmat ompty phirase an af A neU . of (.hq  her Creator. her Redeem.

‘ra v+ which the church should
anandon” ‘
The Chuarch does not judge ac

er her Restorer. With eyes ten-

Tue tarraman derly fixed on the face of the in-

kg

finitelv lovabie Prince of Peace,
% CLNTON AVE N. s st pure s pout. an forms she histens to the heart beats
118 FRANKLIN ST, Crther s vkpe (ortrazs .~ the whirh tell of a love embrasging
neerests of peare cWerand the ail mankind. and Is inflamed with

ae atra, 0 ol the Curin Rut

Cave thisr a cutiect adea

] L

her Lord and Chief. which s also

DROP A COIN IN THE HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S
SCHOOL BANK AT YOUR FRIENDLY TAVERN, ‘

i

{ ]

. GIVE!

N b

+

2ot ot ST S

i, the snne is trpe;

Heriving from thy roligions au-
Since this contribution cannot hority of the Chusch,

Mtle field of vislen dozs not po
‘beyorkl the possibilities of tae
present hour, beyond statisties of
military and ecanomie pobential,
How can they form the slightest iclearly Our thought in this ve
tdea of the worth snd fmportance Bard. At the erib of the Diving
of religious authority or the solu. ' Prince of Peace, We have o say
tion of the peace problem, Super. [8gain today what We have said
ficlal minds, unable to see in allibefore: The world s indeed fur
/thelr reality and fulness the /temoved from thal erder willed
ngef of tly God in Cheist, the order whieh
‘Christianity, how can thoy help Fuirantecs a genuing and lasﬂn%
belng sceptical and disdainful of |PEee

ithe power of the Church tfor|
,peace? But others, and please
"God they are the majority, will
!see with more or less awareness
where wil you find it as clear ina¢ genying to the religious ay.
{thority of the Church her com.

jvalue and the creative

peace has but made ‘nore des|
perate the tragic condition of the
troybied modern world.

¢  christian bellef has hastened this
r of the | oyrreme and almost intolerable
whole humar race. His sublime state of sffairs. And one weuld
divine mission Is to ‘,Sl!bush‘“y that God has snswered u,ﬂx

But whin

gust of fregding air

om God, the missian ol pesce

Poor short-sighted men, whese

The defection of many from:

rejection by the plague of a per-
manent mensce to pence and the
frightening specter of war,

i

Just as the Church's right te)

work for peace Is unique, 8o |

the worth of her contribution foy J

the same cause,

Relations of the cthurch with
“states,

i

I

The church s not a potiitical, |
but a religious society. That |
however, does not prevent her
{rom assuming not merely ex.
ternal but internal afd vital re.
lations with states.

The church has in fact been
founded by Christ as a sodely:
that is visible, and, as such,
meets states in the same ter
ritory, embraces in her soilcitude
the same people, and in many
ways and under differont aspects
makes use of the same means,
and the same inatitutions. '

And since the Church and the
states live together, beside these
external and what might be,
cailed natura! relations, there!
are others, too, interior and vital !
relations, which have their prin.’
cipte and origin fn the person of%
Jesus Christ as Head of the;
Church. For the Son of God by!
becoming man, and truly mian,:
has by that very fact entered|
into a new relationship 2 truly:
vital relationship, with human so-’
ciety, with human nature. And)
this is true whether we mmuiarg
human nature as a single unit|
implying equal personal dignity!

in a1l men, or human nature as deplore them and do not cease 10
found in multiple particular 5o {pray that they may never be’
cieties, especially those srxﬂouesi

which, within the fundamental

artent zeal for this mission of!m-my of human nature arejof practical materialiam and su
necessary to effect, or at cagt:

perfact svisimal order and sound
orgunization,

Soclety of states,

And here We have 1n mind
primarily the family and the
state, as well as the soctety of
stafes, since the common good,
the essential purpose of every
stake, cxnhot be attzined or even
I witliout this intrinsie
rejation of the slates tn the -
man race as a whele. ! nder this
aspect tie indissoiuble snion of
srates is demanded by nature,

dividuate apd natfons

; p Chyrehi sl her ), _ #
resentative of God on earth dm}swm ‘Pastor pakk frof. tm?*““ these purposts, that

not permit her to remain indif- sweet intimacy of the Babe of
terent, even for a single moment, | Bethichem, so peacen! and heart
between “good” and “evil” in warming, fnto & wold that is far
human affairs. I that weve agiked from Cheist, 1t i3 Hke stepplog
of her, she would have {o refuse, , ott intp a 1
Thit world talks gothing ba
peace; but It has no peace. I
to | cltims or taeil- &i} possifile and
understand and respect her stand, . Inpossible legal titlex to extid
{lish peace, yet does ngl know or

And now, what contribution can | does not recopnize the mission of
and should the church make to | peacemaker that comes diveetly

fan
s?raftm soctal justioe and chay.
Py

| B men, obeying the Divine
IWHL, will use thet sure way of
salvation, & perfest Ohyistian o
der in the world, ey will spon i the
see the possibility of wwen a
war practivsily disappeor.
there will be
& wiy, once the setivity of the
soclety of states, as & genulpe o
ginization for peeod, Is made se
cure,

What 1s the |

that in that case it was no uze o
{trave out the bold outlines of this
‘order, and to set
Hundamental contribution of the

but by a return te the eternal
values af the individual person
iand of -mankind, We thus only
-efitburage the cyniviem of skep-
tics and deepen the dizscournge.
ment of the friends of peice. Fin
aily We will be reproached with
admitting that these are vight
wiho see {in an “srmed peace” the

Heot, @ solution that woulg de

for effect
within
well s mmong ostions (hey

Wi POXZON

FrI w e

soal  contriba.

ton the Church makes fo

pence . 1% however, & pathetic fast thet
lmm:ﬁ;m mﬁmm;ﬁmw gf oty true hhlm&’ is not exteems e
peace, " ied, or It in no lohger poisssed,
What We have just ssfd shows - &WWW%lmng reeey difiu)
; IV ‘ W8 lous 000 n, & the
condition of peaes, i3 internally [0Veh the alley

Perhaps 1t will bo saf

in rellet the

fnite and Inxt word an the sub-

T geonomio Toroes v e
%‘ﬁé%&?lwu of the nations
of the world,

think it absclutely necessary to
fix Oar view on the Christian
arder; today lost sight of by so
many, In order 10 see the (rux-
of the problem now before un,
In the Arst place, such & sur-
vey will convince any impartial
observer that the heart of the
probdem of peace I8 now the ¢
spirfunl order: (he problem is
» apivitual Iack, » spivitusl do
ficiency. Too rare in the world
today Is the deeply Christinn
seane of valuea; ton few are the
trive and perfect Chrisilans, In
this way, men themselven set
obsiactes in the way of sctust
ing the order willed by God,

the
that
place the duty of the Church,
and hetr primary contribution o

By
with

fusting

far gunh
fur gunh :af

di

fam of

Gud hae sssigned to Buminiiy, It

ensrvated and asomie, while ex-
tornafly It s sxposcd to porile

af every moment. ago, whille not tarely the
How, for exssnpls, can thoss [0f the opposing slde, piver
who by the ecorfamle or soctal Hite |1V dIx QMF by bitter

want to make everytiing depend
upon socletye-even the direction
and security of their own exist
enoe--0f those who today lovk
for their - sole dally apivitosl
nourishment lesy e from
themselves-—that & to say, from

IChureh to the cause of peace. It [ shelr nsl convictions ang e
|will bo objested that 1t We say | knowledge-and more and more |y vind Unily
ithat pesce cannot bhe defended | gromy the dlet prepated in sdvance {utlished, In the

by the press, swdio, movies and
television; how can they contelve
true fiberty, how ean they estesm
and dealve i, if §t no longer has
 place In thelr Hvea?

Why, they are no more than [Church sceondl
mere cogs in the various social
organjstions: they sre pa longer |8
free man capable of samaoning ol

and accepting ‘

n m’f&“ﬁ% “ o
Therafore, i todey they &y

“ne more war” what t on

true hyman Hberty which, from
.the Christian viewpaint, is the in
nsable eloment of the social
order, consldered a8 the organ
prare. in vain would she
moultiply her invitations to men
devold of that realizution, and
stiil more usciessly would she di-
rect her pleay to a spviety which
‘has been reduced to sheer suto-
matism,
Buch, however, I8 the wide
mﬂl waknmﬂ;l 3(;11 a :woﬂg
which lovew emphstically to cx 3
ftself “the free world.” 1t doodives Silence,” Milllons csnnot
fteelf, or €ise it does pot under
stand lsolfy fta strength s not
baxed upon trae frerdom. This is
la new danger which threstens

Everyone must be convinced of [the pesce; and which in the Hght
this spiritual element inherent in  of Christian soclul order We must
danger of war, To awahen | deprecate, Whence originstes
conviction is In the first iamong not & few highly placed
‘persons in what is called

o et
o

§ here o
A particutey difculty
i due to the staln
social eonditkom: hey

the Church meein iy
Church s b

values are CADA

, pabla of ing
enthurlagin’ In you )

nce, have baciims Wewry, skepll
ca), inchpable of taking Any I
at n pablly and social

soclety of xiatlons, 16
natlon éffects pedce

Ltlony, axf oxder guatantesd bYtha i’
8 h,h:?ﬁx@ Rt hogilh

-

. _ B pal o them? :

7 Welvegtheless, tor & oAl fvoloe, but the- ¥ Vol

| an well ms w theoreﬁwdﬂﬂ of the soctal ¥ ich they| MeK ¢ the Chux

mite of the contribution esch |happen to belong, for pekce by awsSkeniny knd e

one can maks o the eauss of This ix the sad state of affalrs ulating ﬂgﬂﬂ“ u tinding | §
peace, especiully the CHurch, !wiien siss bmssdse the Charveh |0f the spiritual heart of the prob-{ §
even in ':,""“"’"':"’ ""}"’“'g" in her offorts to obtain peace and g:’;i T"g“f‘;&" %m n?g - §
stances and in  spite o o | ’ e Foumite & 1 ‘
skeptin snd pesstmiste, We |10 BOT plana for the realizatton of | o o fo0n "o endewvors to-ihe |

best of her puwer to offér h
good affices whstever shis -sees
the thrést of a confifet belwien
nations, Above sl} elus, this Apos
tolic See haw atiirked siich o duty,
and never shel :

“fhe

(0 peace does nob renel, sorept | :
u; mmg_mmmmﬁ: :

[} ;
fens opesly thelr
hefore, God for m’“’.'m
very hoimes snd churches evey
the anclent tridition of th |
manger, so dear sud Lamiier; B8
e are in ma. paation 18, |

age )

exercise thelr cmnm e

“the free
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ihe peace today,
Modern Arms.

We too—and more than sny- .
one else--deplore the ronstrous
cruedty of modern weapons, We'

employed.  But, on the other
hand, is it not, perhaps, 8 kind

perBciai pentimemtality o make’
the existence and threat of thexe'
weagons the sole and principel
conefderation i1 the question of
peace, while fe attention s paid |
to the abeie of that Christisn
orider which is the 1rue guarsntee
of peace, :

Hence, mmong other reamns,%
the Qifferences of optnion and -
80 the Inexactitudes concerning
the licitness and ilicitness of:

It i5 & fact which Iz tmposal
upon them. And in consent 10 i,
although sometines hesitantly,
they answer the voice of nature,
This natural uniom they strive fo
‘embndy i an external stable
framework, an organization.

As human experience teaches
them, the stats and the sociely of
states with fts external organiza.
tiom, In apite of af} their defects,
are naturaily, given the tocial
pature of man, forms of unloh
and drder among men: they e
tetestary for humen Bfe;
comtribute to its perfection. Thelr
vepy concept involves the trés
gttty of order. that “trangbil
litas grdinis™ which St Aughs
tine gves as a definition of
poare. These societies of thely
very cfience exist for peace.

With them, as societies which

a

3

modern warfare; henoe Hhewiso |
the jflusfon of siatesmaen Who
sunt too much on 1he existence
or disippesrancs of those weap
onvs,. The terror they inspire in
the long run 'begins to lose ft8
‘cﬁeei. just Bke any other cause
of terrar; or of least it would not
suflice, i the ocvasion shouwld
}&ﬁ%t:. to prevent the outivesk of
A war, especlally In those roun-
tries where the volee of the oitd-.
2ong has nol sufficient influence
I ths decisions of their govern
fodnty, ‘ ;

i t
On the oflwr hkand, disarma-
went, v yather the stmultan.
eous and reciprocal reduction
of srmarsents, whick We have
alwiys desired and fepgéd for,
Is sn  unsiable gusrantce of
3‘ Insting pesce 17 i is not avcom-
psmied by the sbolithn of the

i
[

LW of hate, cupidity, sod
of gverweening jusi for pres
} tige, In other words/ whoever
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