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A LanreJy Feast 

cannot he. Supposed neutrality at Ste phws*> «jf the Om$e|i fa* the 
« r « b « a n « i t , j raJ4^t oi the ^wtd"* irpwt e^tnti^ 

| The present state of affair* de»' ® * c«s»at « e $ * <$8*a* $W» 
imssda ta t's a frank and sfe-; t & e ^ ^ «KPBW*W»il * g ^ ^ § ^ * t f i « p 
icere Judgment upon events. Bwt;wfeer'e-Pll*®<:** Be«tfiw*s^ h**'js& 
| these events have mecfesKl s w h i w a n t e d <h» *h* WHS *« whfcl* 
S« critical stag* that We « • t«r©. S 5 ^ « « e t l U •$$$*& %>'estlWjp 
fed to recognise ttutt tbe wortd fs »w«wt». S l f l * » « 89t. *J#tft^ 

OIM» again, and for the thir-!*pM* feto two oppostBg samps.1*** satber toSEWWsfe, issr WH5« 
teenth time, the gra« of tiwia*** «bat ail men eie divide*! toto-to tt* Sŝ K «wt «ttfl^»4ftia i*W 
Eternal High Prtesst permits Us, (two ctearly ssparated gsreaps 1 l i s t ed teeJ^ea fe ssttSMsr vmp.| 
on the anniver^ry of the Nativ-; which csonaequentiy are very r«wd intea^a® Is**" firtef at t i e 
lty, to address the Catholic world '.bath to concede to anyone an>* '«*««* of <̂ »W®BS ftjsd «feiarir«l to 

sort Of Ubetiy Is isainiaiil-a pcwsl-
tton of poUttea) ttcutraltt>. 

Now those who WToagly con­
sider the Church as a kited of 

from this venerable See. 
Each year this lovely feast of­

fer* U s the occasion of express­
ing to all the faithful ol the world 
Our paternal greeting with a pro- eartlU> power, or a sort of v.orhi 
found sense of the mysterious empire, are easil> induced to de-
bond of faith, hope and love which mand also from her. as from 
unites, at the Crib of the new­
born Saviour, those redeemed by 
Christ. 

In contrast with the collapse of 
*o many earthly Institutions and 
the failure of so man) ephemeral 
programs, the spirit of God sus 
tains, with the \ tgor of perpetu­
ally sell renewing youth. His 
spouse the Church, the lountain-
head of abundant life, whose ever 
more vivid manifestations reveal 
her supernatural character, tnex 
pressibie comfort for each bellev 
er: insoluble riddle lor the ene­
mies of the Faith 

Though great Is < >ur Joy In 
finding Ourselves once again In 
this Christmas gnthertng united 
with the faithful of ail continents 
- and also with those who are 
w i t h - I s tn falih in (lod nc\rr 
theie&a the harsh reality oi the 
hour casts upon this )o\tul annl 
versary 'he saddening shadotv of 
clouds which still hover m^nac 
lng!> o\cr 'he w«r!>t 

The contribution of thr ( hurrh 
to the cause of Pear*\ 

We realize full well the ITl 
mate sails fart ion and thr uncun 
dltlonal docllltv w-ith whirh Our 
devoted children a lwa \ s listen to 
the \o lrr of the ci>rrm<>n Kathf-r 
yet \Sr are rv>l u m x i r t of ihe 
anxiety with w h « h Uie> once 
again await his wor'ls on the 
great subjer-i whirti stirs am! agl 
tatrs the human he-art the sub-
Jed of peaif and. In particular. 
his prr-rtsr arxi <~<mi rete Mate 
ment on the ctmtnhutvon of the 
Churrh to the m.iM of peacr it 
self tha' li to sav what the itai 
tTlbutton of the Church cannot 
be what it ran and should be. 
what It rcall\ Is May the Heaven­
ly Father Who at the birth of His 
Divine Son sent choirs of angels 
to sing of peace upon earth, deign 
to Inspire Our words. 

Wharf then the cunirlbwtlon of the 
Church to the cause of peace 

others, the renunciation of her 
neutrality and a definite election 
in favor of one or the other sMe. 
However, there can be no ques­
tion of the Church renouncing 
her political neutrality, lor the 
simple reason she cannot serve 
purely polltli-al interests. 

feer own raakfc. 
The Ctersh <s*»JKrt Sasaki. t» 

Judge according ta eaeltH&velSr 
political norms; she <s>rsaM tie 
tte interests of religion to pttf-
ticukr polleles of * purely 
earthly scope; she cannot r«M 
the risk of giving toy « a » a tor 
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It suffices to have an ele­
mentary notion of the foundation 
upon which the Church as a soci­
ety is based, tn order to under­
stand Our meaning without need 
of further explanations. The Dl-
v me Redeemer f o u n d e d the 
Church in order to communicate 
to all men through her mediation 
His trulh and His grace unto 
the end of lime The Church Is 
His "Mystical Body " She belongs 
entirely to Christ as Christ be­
longs to ("rod 11 Cor 3 23). 

Statesmen, and at limes even 
churchmen, who want to make 
the Spouse of ChriM their ally 
or the Instrument of their po­
litical alliance*, either national 
or International, would do In-
Jury' to the >ery e«wence of the 
( hurrh and would Inflict dam 
ajre on the Ufe w hlch Li proper 
to her: In a word, they would 
bring her down to the u m c 
level on which conflicting temp­
oral Intercut* are locked in 
atrucgif. And this l» and re­
mains true, even where there ta 
question of ends and Interests 
legitimate In themaelvc*. 

Whoever then, would wish to 
detach the Church from her Bup 
posed neutrality, or bring pres 
sure to bear on her In the ques­
tion of peace or diminish her 
tight freely to d e t e r m i n e 
whether when or how she may 
wish to come to a decision In the 
various conflicts, such a one 
would not make the Church's co­
operation In the work of peace 

I easier. For any decision on the-
'Churrh's part, even In political 
questions, can never be purely 
political, but must always be 
"sub specie aeternltatls." in the 
light of the dlvtne law, of Its 
order Its values. Its standards 

It la not rare to see purely 
•CT i"'t3i powers and institutions 
ar>an̂ 1< n their neu'rallty. and 
.»!ign the-nselvrs lodiv in one 
ramp tomorrow perhaps in an 
i" et I' l« a (jir,f o( iilii.inces 

A huh i an :>e explained h\ Ihe 
i-ons'ant *h.if'.n(j of tcrr.[w>tal In 
ten-stsi. But tne Chunh keeps 
het&^if a.oi.f from such unstable 
»'!,ir,frj If «he [hisses J'.idi mei t 
••̂ t̂ r!'>e« no' mean that she is 
"lcrebv aSandonlng a neutrality 
-. ••I*T'O observ e»l (•» '.•«; is 
-r r> pe'j'ral ' iAar'1 ^ 'trrvan 
i-v-ents In t̂ ic course of hist-irv, 
ami so neither ifln His ("hjrch 
tx- 11 si-r <[»al(j and ju<lge«. on 
the prorvems of the dav. It is 
u.'h t ie i lear conv lo'isness of 
inticlpatlrg. In *he [n»fr of the 
H'^v Spirit, the sentence which 
a' the er-i of "me Her ly'M and 
Head ju.lpe n! 'he jnneis»' «1il 
cor firm and sanr'l"'-

u t t ^ fw Wpiwc 

ui^lksmifa^^mm 

H«h pskee, yet doe* mt kaoW « j r ^ £ r 7 « e 7 Se'« l t* i t» u f l h e \ m % i $ muSSm* m l ^ m M M ^ ^ g M i ^ ^ A 
And now. what contribution can j doca not rtcogntec the mission of \i&s^^ of states m ft »«muine vx- Uyiy ~'|f k the <<&mm&\* «BE«rrt 

and shouW the chart* mate to; peacernaker th»t eomei^lreetly pmhaitton t»r pmm, ts made • * |«f free m«w * M yHW* t«wmi« 
the oaose of peace? 

Since this contribution cannot 
be purely political, and since the 
normal place and essential mis- \ 
&lon of the Church Is not In the 
area where nations—friendly, an­
tagonistic, or neutral- -conttnual-
l > meet. bringing with them their 
ideas and concrete political ten­
dencies, what. then, should be 
her contribution to the peace? 
What Is the legal right, what the 
peculiar nature of this contribu­
tion' 

The legal right and the peace­
making mission of the church. 

thority of the Church. 
Poor short-sighted men, w 

little field of vlnlen does not go 
beyond1 the possibilities of the 
present hour, beyond statistics of 
military and economic potential. 

The 
vv here 
and almost palpable a s at the 
crib of Bethlehem. The Infant 
lying there Is the Eternal Son 
of God made man, and his name 
is "Prtnceps pads. 

from God. the mfcsian o ! « M W M M . $th« p r e | r « « t W V&tMttWt In *tt 
detlvteg from O p r«llgloe* « » ^ fc m ^ amU^^g^^^SUf^ 

tkm the Ckreli m a t e to S ^ h J Z ^ r t t S S - f l %tt 
pe«te«? the dtrkrtja*, o ^ r ^ ^ ^ f ^ L l T i f f J ^ S 
foundatkm and guaranty & * ? * * *£* ^ B h L t L a S S 
praw*' iin mm ^mmmmm, imsmw 
What We have Just saM sltows | o u s eooperattom #•' «»* $**)$&'• 

How can ttw?y form the slightest clearly Our thought la ihls w- eohdHteti e t mmm, h fnfefilMltty 
idea of the worth and importance | gard. At the erlb of the Divin* Unf irv«t8d mn aafihle, wa | i e «Jt» 
of religious authority or the solu- :Prtnce of Peace, We have to say tenuslly It la *»f»*«d to pftt«« 
tion of the peace problem. Super-!ag»b* t»day what We hove «aldl«f every momettt 
flcial minds, unable to see in a l i l^ 'ora : "^e *«>rld is indeed far j H 0 W ( to* exmaU, cm tlW«« 
their reality and fulneas the I removed from that ordw wlBed | W j , B tn ttte eeftiknite or «<wlal life 
value and the creative power of ^ God in Christ, the order whteh I w a o t to rnnkt «wrytWn» dapcJWl 
Christianity, how can they help guarantees a genuine and tains j u p o n aocleUP~«ven the tUrection 
betng sceptical and disdainful of IP6386- Per»ap» »t will bo said m& aeci^Uy « f their own «Xl«t< 
the power of the Church { o r I that tn that case h was no use to 
peace? But others, and pteaspiira^ out lite bold outtees of thia 
God they are the majority will ^ 5 ""*" *" "* " """"' ,fc" 

the 
the 

and to set in relief 
legal right? Behold: no-, ^ ^'m^t or icsT'awa^rTeas''un,la^*" , i li «»"»»««»» •* „ 
will you And it - * « , « » . denying to the rellgioua au- | 2 J « » ^ f T M S T l Z 

jthortty of the Church her com-
: petence in effective action for the 
I peace has but made more dea- j 

will 1ae objected that tf Wc *ay 
that peace cannot be dcfend<jd 
but by a return to the eternal 

rus name „. .•. . _ L JI.« . ... values of the Individual person 
r £ n c T o f £ ~ ? • « 2 £ f ™T°» °l " f . «# . ot mankind. We thuTottly 

Peace. Prince and founder of' 
peace- such is the character of' 
the Saviour and RedeenSer of the i 
whole human race. His sublime! 
divine mission Is to establish I 

encourage the cynicism ot akep» 

peace between each man and rejection by the plague of a (** 

troubled modern world. 
J 2 £ f ""JS*?".. o l

K
m * n y J*?™ tics and* deepen the dtaeourage. chrtatlan belief haa hastened thto m e n t o | t n e lri"on(!, at ^ ^ F i n . 

extreme and alinoat Intolerable iM W c ^ J J ^ rcproa^,^, ^ j , ^ 
state of afralra. And one would »dmittt»g that th«»e are right 
•ay that God haa answered l W i | v n ( l &&% m "armed peace" the 

God, between men themaclvea 
and between peoples. 

This mission, however, and thia 
desire for peace are not born of 
timidity and weakness, which can 
meet evil and the wicked only 
with resignation and patience. 
Everything In the frailty of the 
Babe of Bethlehem la hidden 
majesty and contained force, 
which only love restrains, in 
order to make the hearts of men 
i-apahle of begetting and nurtur­
ing peace, and give them the 
strength to overcome and scatter 
all the forces that might com­
promise Its life 

But the Divine Saviour is also 
the Invisible head of the Church; 
ami for that reason His mission 
of peace lives on and is active in 
the Church Every year, with the 
renewed memory of Christ's 
birth, is renewed. In her deep 
rnnsi lousness of her title to con­
tribute to the work of peace, a 
unique title which transcends 
e\et> earthly thing and stems 
immediately from God. an essen­
tial element of her nature and 
of het religious power. 

This year, once more, the 

the worth ot her contribution tftj 
the same cause. 

Relations 
'states. 

of the church with 

enee~«or tho*8 who today Jtoote 
tor their m\*s dally aplrftiml 
nourishment lea* and kwa from 
themselvea—that I* ta *ay« fiwm 
their persona! conviction* and 
knewle«g#—*n<! mure and mar* 
from the diet prepared in advance 
by the pre*a, radio, movies and 
television! IMW can they coraeetvt 
true liberty* how can they mtwm 
and tkfttr* II, U it tw longer h M 
« place in their )ive»T 

— . . i S . iP«flai*e and last wasa o n t l» attte 
manent menae* to peat* a n d m ject, 4 solution « i« t would dfr 
frightening ..specter of wacr, * p j g ^ «»« ^ » n o m l e ititm attd « * 

Just as the Church's t i g h t t« fofflfa*&& nerves of the nations 
work for peace is unique, so l | M s t b « M»rM 

liratun 

of Me, of t r* spirit, 

u„ Hats' Mt immm 
i t tofflittt-tJlfftlisiik...r-..„,,,.„, .. 

m\ Itmlom m. glv#n under 
«fiW|€tt^«ii««s^-li!fe! 

ant, the mm •hlW«H|:lip* 
sift whf« mi m%$AMM*m 
of 0i» vmaiAM tifojtwftltilw 
ly dl«ll)^at»t«»r hy WH«F 
etm, h*v« \mmywim .̂... 
ad, taktffctor«i wfl»««(|l!i 

lVsre. « | W« h»Vf aaldf;eaiH»t 

the omtm mlwmW-%! 

•7^.:9^!W' .'•()? Mw?*- • * w r W 

WMWi^-in Jh» ^.jjjjjjM 
*od«*y «it««Uont« Mi ^ h l 
Bsiiort «rr«s<» mm mwMi 
among fm• men ahd thurlr Kainl' 
Ilea, and «irt*rnglty 4 | h «W«NM> 
ttertf, »tf ocfcr fttttfknWiyJrl 
Cbttr«h MWdlRK.iiLliilie < p 
grid In top$m W&*1 " ' 

The church la not a political, j 
but a religious society. That. I 
however, does not prevent ber 
from assuming not merely ex-

: NeyerilieJk***, for * praclleal 
as wifll as » theoretk*! e#«-
mat* of the ettfiiribiiiJon each 
mm ecu waks to the eaus# of 
peaoe, espeelally the t'liurcli, 
even In unfavorable etreunt' 
stances and In spite of th* 
skeptic* and pessimist*, We 
think it absolutely necessary to 
ft* Oar view oa Itw Christian 

Why, tht?y « « no moi"* ttmii 
mere cog* iff tha varioua toetei,,.,, ....r. . .. 
organfifatfejnjis t W *W ?9 lm$*f 8ac|i h « | M${m )!*#& 
ftee pm eapable of ^Hprlijtny wt-ifMt tm.0m tWg.' 

i« tiim #mmy • •:-- - •> ••••*•-•*••' •mfcfimf** 

"m wore war" whit, tmt.jm. P M ? i l « W ^ * f L ^ ^ a ? 

valm, 1mt^m^^^-^>iW '"•'-'""" '' •"" ! 
of the soda! group to wltlch th*y 
tiapjwii to beteHg, 

Thin is the sad state of affairs 
^?hj£h p'y* iw^^^H. (hi* Chureh 

tcrnal but Internal and vital r e : o r d e f . toamy y ^ ^gM ot i>y m 
many, In order lo see the era* • 
of the problem now before us. 
to the first place, such a sur­

vey will convince any impartial 
observer that the heart of the 
problem of peaee la now ihe 
spiritual order i Ihe problem la 
a spiritual lack, a spiritual de­
ficiency. Too ram to the world 
today b Ihe deeply Christian 
sejise of values; too few are the 
true and perfect Chrtsilans, In 
Ihls way, men themselves set 
obstacles tn the way of actuat­
ing the order willed by God. 

In t ions wltn states. 
The church has In (act been 

founded by Christ as a society • 
that is visible, and, as such, 
meets states In the same ter­
ritory, embraces In her solicitude : 

the same people, and tn many 
ways and under different aspects, 
makes use of the same means; 
snd the same Institutions. ! 

And since the Church and the 
states live together, besid* these 
external and what might be! 
called natural relations, there j 
are others, too, Interior and vital' 
relations, which have their prtrv ] 
dpi* and origin in the person of 

In ber efforts to obtain peace and 
In her plans for the realisation of 
true human liberty which, from 
the Christian viewpoint, (a the in-
dispensable ck'Jnwit of the social 
order, considered as lb» organ* 
tent of peace, in vain would she 
multiply her inyliations to ttttn 
devoid of that realisation, and 
still more uselessly would she di­
rect her pleas to a society which 
has been reduced to sheer auto­
matism. 

Such, however, Is the wide­
spread weakness of a world 
which teves etntihiitiL'ally to call 
Itself "the free world" It <le<a»lv«s 
tt«elf, or else It does not under­
stand Itself; i ts strength la not 

i bossed upon true freedom. This Is 

I al-*M< 
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'. «l forms 
r a: -. ." t he 
i»" i>n<l the 
•'ur.-n But 
i-oiiect Hiea 

("hjrrh kneels before the crib 
and receives her mission from the church. For the Son of God 
Divine Infant, the Prince of 
Ppare At His side she sees re-
waled true human nature, true 
m the fullest sense oT the word. 
for :: is the very human nature 
of (iod. her Creator, her Redeem­
er her Restorer. With eyes ten­
derly fixed on the face of the in-
flniteK lovable Prince of Peace, 
she listens to the heart beats 
whn-h tell of a love embracing 
all mankind, and Is inflamed with 
ar-tent z»»al for this mission of 
her I-orr) and Chief, which is also 

a new danger which threatens 
Everyone must be convinced of j the peat* and which In the Ifght 

jthSs KptrUual element Jnhereni In j of Christian social order W© must 
deprecate. W h e n c e originate* 
among not a few highly placed 
persons In what is ealled "the free 

Jesas Christ as Head of t h e ; { h e d a n g m . o f W 8 f T o mAfm 

^ that conviction is tn ihe first 
becoming man. and truly ^ i p i ^ the duty of the Church, 
has by that very tact entered j g m l 
into a new retan/****Stl*» a tmlv 1., 
' , " , , r t i a ~->" - — ' • me peace tooay. 
vital relationship, with human so- • 
riety, with human nature. A n d | M w l k « r n Arms. 

duty 
her primary contribution to 

Mrsnwhlle, ^.t^^mm: 

luattit* A pmim Und«r«l«rklll1f 
of the^plttttisl beirt o f ih«ff*9* 
iem. Faithful to ffte spffit tjf hff { 
01 vine Founder ami t o liar nits' 
sfcm of love, she endeavor* t * ih i 
best of h«ar power to off ir t|tir 
good tittle** wherever shft-ai** 
the threat of a conflict bfttwttit 
nations. Above all «!*#, lhl» Ape*. 
lollc St» haw mlilrked sttch a duty, 
and' never ijisll. 
The C h t m h e l rj«*a««.w 

As >¥ft-W«U know tmi i«pt«f# 
with * heart ^eeptjr « 
IhKmghtrtil trait tfgimiiX 
wtwfM, this tevkali*» • « C . .. 
la peae* <sof» Hft t tMpt jpfiBift. 
tn imilllaie* form. U » ^ t t r r h 
tilMl*n&SHWttim*rm*impt* 
teas «pe«ly their reapimslMlHy 
hefwe tioi tot pt»c«. I« IHstr 
very ho*r»es and rhunehea «wf 
the ancJeat ttaittiett "9tM 
manger, so tlear aatf lajMlHM'r 
has been aholkhed hy the * * 

Silks will of (hoce 1m v**tr, 
lillowa are to «o pmHUm If 

exerchM? their CkrMteli tafl* 

this is true whether we consider 
human nature as a single unit 
implying equal personal dignity 

We too—and more than any­
one ehus—deplore the monstrous 
cruelty of modem weapons. We 

in ah men. or human nature as'deplore them and do not cease to 
found In multiple particular sojpray that they may never be 
deties, especially those societies jempteyed. But. on the other 
which, within the fundamental hand, is It not, perhapft, a kind 
unity ot human nature are [of practical rnaterteitem and »u-
necessary to effect, or at .east pfrSdai sentimentality to malse 

the existence and threat of these 
weapons the sole »«d prfcvdpal 
consideration Jft the question o# 
peace, while no attention is paid 
to the absetw of that Christian 
order which is the true guarantee 
of peace. 

Heine*, «mong ©th*T reasons, 
th© differences of opinion and al­
so the! leexactitudea concerning 
the ltehuess and fflfcitws sf* 
modern warfare; twnc* likewise 
the illusion of statesmen who 
count too much on the existence 
ot <fisappearanee ot thoae weap-
#«&, The terror they impire in 

pjwr-gfcrt*^ *2^»«j-j5gJ gt>Agr anA S o u n d 

organization. 

Society of states. 

And here We have m mind 
primarily the family tnA the 
state, s s weH as the society of 
staSes, since the common good, 
the essential purpose ot every 
*».**, caBftot be attained or even 
Imagined without this intrinsic 
relation of the stales to the hu­
man race as a whole. I ' a * f *Ms 
aspect «h* indissoluble union of 
states is demanded by nature. 
It is a fact which is imposed (the long run''begins to Jaw h s 
upon them. And In consent to It, effect, fust Slfee any other cauae 
although sometimes h«*ltanfly, "of t«ry«r; or «l least it would tsot 
they answer the voice of nature, safffee, if the ocr»«Son nhouW 

•: 

(StlEiS^S 
V X * > • 

GIVE! 
DROP A COIN IN TH£ HANDICAPPED CHILDREN'S 
SCHOOL BANK AT YOUR FMENDtY TAVBtN. 

Ttofai natural uaion they strive to 
embody iw an externa i stable 
tmtnmmtk, an organtatkMi-

A» human experience' teaehca 
them, the state and the sweiety of 
states with ft* external organisa-
Um hix&itt <tt m their defects, 
ar» naturaliy, gtven thw «»eiaJ 
natttra of ntan, forms of uftffflfi 
and order among men: they are 
sefeeatasy for human Kfe; they 
cmttribate to its pertecttoft. Their 
wary concept Involves the trsa. 
SS&Hy of OTder. that "trantfhll!-
ttta* ordtuis" which St. Attfhs-
tfne glvea as a defltMltm of 
pcaee. Tht^e societfea ot their 
vfcry isSetice esdst for pea«*-

Wlth them, as s o c i e t y which 

srSjc, | o prevent the outbreak ot \ 
a way, eS'pedafly In thow mun-
trtes where the voice ot the cttt-, 
xtm tm not sufficient infru^wc 
to t t e - Otmfasfom of their g o w m -
ttaSriffc. • • 

fHiiarmameMt ! 
O n the other hand, dtesrma- < 

Brseist, er rather the slmultan-
e « w and redprocat reduction ! 
of armaments, which We have j 
a l w a y s desired and heffdi! t&t, \ 
i s tm unstable guarantee «f 
basthtf peace If ft Is not awonv 
P«*il#d by the aboHrkm ot ttte 
w«*5pffltis tdJmSs,, capfelMy. astf 
o * tsvierwwftfhg' | o * t tt)t prea-
ttJpR, In ether wwtfimj whatever ! 
«o»n«cta toe closely the que*-

Will Be Closed 
N#xt Monday mi Tiit i^Y 

December 31 mi Imn^ff l 
Regular Store Hours Wilrl* 

Resurned January 2 as f%Ip||i 

Open jTuesdfyi fitdl 
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