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St. Charles Borromeo

Silver Jubilee Parish Endured
Great Depression, Tragic Fire

$t. Charles Borromeo Parish in the Dewes Avenue section of {he Township of Greece,
a suburban area flanking Rochester on the northwest, is now twenty~five years old. Form-,

al observation of the rer Jubilee wiil be bBeld Sunday (Mov. 25) morning at 11 o'clock
Father Ruberst

when His Excellency Bishop Keamen will preside at Solemn Zisss which
Keleher, pastor, will celehrate.

Today St. Charles Borromeo parish is a well-organized and continuously growing or-!
ganization, but parishioners m‘:&'ﬂ that the long pathway to the present peak of &ms!op—!
ment was often beset with grim dours of (ﬁscﬂumgement and disappmntment

When the parish was launched

& quatter of a century ago, fno '] (sent from the chanory, mone!

body realized that the mation was !} |priest coming cegularly. But in

on the eve of the worst ecanomic | Sepiember of 1929 Father Victer

depression in its history. So,’ Mills, 0.8 M came a3 the Orsl

debt-ridden, as i3 usually the case regrularly-assigned  asststant
With the parish well under'

with most new churches, the In-’
fant parish of St. Charlea had | .way, Bishop John Francis!
scarcely begun to toddle on its! O'Hem.. successor to  Bishop
own when the long years of de-| | Hickey, had new work for Fath:r
pression began 1o harass fts] ier Sellinger He was assigned to
struggling steps of progress. | | 4/be Newman Club Director for
Still fresh, too, in the memdries | | !the students at the University of
of many is that fl}-fated day 'Rochester. It mant breaking
‘new ground again in anothex

during the Holy Week of 1938
~wien & disasterous fire swept the Ifleld of priestly endéxvor wnd
one in which he suceeeﬂcd well

school and damaged the church.

UNDAUNTED BY such heart ~ with hiy everready z=al and o
breaking difficulties, priests and thusiasm. To leave me new pEYsr
people carried on with determined tish which he had founded, how.

jevwer, must have been a difficult

courage. Today they are rightful-
)y proud of thelr church plant, * struggle, for, as always, Father
partcularly thelr new modern Sellinger had formed warm
school which boasts a current en- friendships. The altachmionis re
roilment of 796 pupils. mained for the rest of his life,
The detailed story of St He died an Chiphin of Cnig Col
ony, Oct. 12, 1915, and In his Ixst]

Charles parish is told in a newly
written booklet which chronicles jwill and testament he assigned a,
| generous  portion of his small:

the following facts"

In the eariy part of the twen ,
tieth century {t became lncreu
Ingly evident that a large rest '
dential section was gotng o
spring up In the area surounding
Kodak Park. partictularly norlh’
and west To provida for the
Catholics among this increased
population the new parish of
St Charles Borrameo was esiab
lished August 5 1925, by the late
Bishop Thomas F. Hickey. sec
ond Bishop of Rochester. The
Reverend John M. Scllinger was
appointed to be the frst pastor.

Boundaries of the parish were -
set in the genernl area wes! of
the Genesce River as far as Mt ,
Read Bivd. between Winchester
St and Britton Road. The new
parish was expected to relleve
the strain on the surrounding
parishes of Sacred Heart on the
South, St. John's on the West.
Mother of Sorrows and Holy
Cross an the North.

BECAUSE OF the lack of
buildings the first recorded
events of St Charlea took place
in Sacred Heart parish Included
among these was the first bhap-
tism, that of Virginla Theresa
Shea. daughter of Mr and Mrs
Danie! Shea of 99 <heraton
Drive Father Sellinger ltved at
Sacred Heart Rectory while pre
paring for the establishmert of
the new parish and while In
specting  varinus  sites for the
new church property

Afler some deliberation the
chotce finally fell upon the John
Sheehan farm property at Dewes
Avenue and Maiden lane Nego-

REV. JOEN LYNCH
Assbstant

v lChurc)L
| FATHER WILLIAM A. Doran,.

1 pital, was assigned by Blshop
4 qu installed on November 1|
1929 Father Doran brought with
him an earnest zeal to acoompltsh
great things for the struggling.
growing parish. Besides the day
in, day out, priestly care of souls,
Father Doran's {mmediate tmak
wras (0 3eck some means of ligul-
élunx the parish debt It was
WO casy task i Yiew of post.war
ntation.

e I August ‘of 11930 the Iate 4
1¥ather Daniel 8, Sulllvan qu
appointed as the fArst fulltime’
vealdent assigtant to the parish
KLV, JOMN NORRIS  {F1e was sutceeded the (ollowing
Asslatant June by Father Eugeno B. Hud
son, Who was goon assigned to
:I;l;ilza f",mf; nsiig:’lf"m"‘ f“' ugm: labors on the Catholic
Charless Borrormeo School tor the Qiocesan paper because of falling.

health
£all term. The f(aculty from the M'm .
bl'gmnmg was mmmm of the Di '('U” lhou“.’h 11 was ‘o hm
Sisters of Mercy Sister M Bran tard the growing dedt Father
cesca, present principal of Mercy Doran fell that It was unjust

that the Sisters of Mercy who
High School, was tho frst prin-
cipal As vet without a mnvent, had been laboring so ealyusly

the Sisters commuled daly trom :':n";’ ::“::‘ s?::ulddme '(o ""L
the Motherhowss 8t nearby St @ SHRY unting o an
from the Merey Matherhouse at
Johns  Park At its compietion .
St John's Park Sistor Monica
the cosnsiruction cost of  the
. Y . wans principal of 1he achon! ot
Churelr Rchool huildirg amount
ed o SH9606 86 the lime having replaced Sister
Hilary the second principal But
NOVS THAT the school and za yet the parish had no convent
church were functioning Father

Selirger turned his  attention o
a parish rectery On the property
there wvas a smail farm DNouse

In the minutes of & meeting of
the board o trusices of the par
txh or June 10 193] we read
“the plans of the aew convent

~ ; 1
tiatjons were made and the pur fang on Dewey »Aumue ' h‘: have been approved the ate de
preser® recforyt which he el
chase was sealesi nn December . termnined the bide opened and
- cnuld e remodeied Inlo a tuild "

1. 1955 when S0 00 was ghen ing sufhicientis ampie for ving the contract awnarded” In due
to Frank Dobton and §ROO0G o qu»ﬂ and  smali offuwe for fIMe Father Doran wae happy fo
W N Britton parockial work In 177 2% the aﬁazuﬁfv that :'hr-“mm A’M
Juty 4, 1926 was a happy day  job of remodeding and [elurnish 2pa 0:‘;‘ m;:‘" 'rlhs open  lor
for parishioners of St Charles 1ny 'mue new  reclory Rax om inspec m“m ;“::I’M ""m;" :'m
becsuse ft marked the taying  qpicted al g costof approximaten - Proud of dhe e uiding
and mane great sactifices to help

of the comnerstone of the first
church and sechool.  Bishop
Hickey officiatedd. No copy of
the sermon presched by the
Bishop on that occasion has

$in Noy

[t w as not lrwng be fore 'he par
ish su®¥ered growing pa.ne Many
new rouses wers butit w 'R the
confinees of the partsh o touht

meet exXpenscs

MEANWHILE THE school reg
tetratinn was  increasing and it
hecame necessary agaln to ar

been prescrved for us. We may 0 1ot that there wae a new Tange for more whooi rooms In
suppose; however, that he told 1, o ghao!l n the Dewey  September of 18Y Fyther Doran
of hin trip to 3An, after bis  qune  district lod mRn i~ reasing WaS able to buy 3 portable s~hooi
*ad Limina" visit o Rome In | hor of (Ca'hail. ‘a1 .es to [70m the Board of FAucation for
1924, and oft repeated atory In i, |n the new homes  Early  the norainal sum o’ $2300 w hich
the dawvs of his retiremoent i 172 o hecame e dent that  ®at erected s the volunteer la
At Afilan he was so tmpressed L 2., was arrants oo amall Bor of panchaners st a total
with the living memory of the . , rno~adate e .rorezang 08 of orh $TRE2
two great catnts who had I o ~her of gtudr~t T tfame cate In Aprli 1212 Buhop OHern
bored there that he determintd. ) ihe rpw o? gders - ar 2.4 Lon sent 'n Father Doran the ener
in erecting nrw parishes In hl& 0 100 6 t0 the sclinot a' A getic Father James Sheriden as

assistant For the two and a half
seare of his assignment Father
Sheniden proved actpe
the

own dinrese, he would dedicate
one to the great St Ambrove,
Bishop of Milan In the {th
century, and manother to the

cost of over $15.000 This provid
¢d the necessary room bhut the
parial> with a STINON deht andd an
anrus tevenue of S1ANMND was in
courageous St. Charles Barto- . oo qrinus position ta face the
mea, Bishop of Milan in the finan~1al crash of 1929
16th cemtury. In order to accommodace the
THE COLLECTION taken up grewing congregation it was ne
at the laying of 'he CnTNErSINe  eoaae 15 acdd anether Mass on
amoynted to the generous sum qund Almzost from the vegin

of $1264 23,
After the cormerstone laving.

work on the building proceeded

to St
od by

Anthony e was sucreed
Father Fdward McKay

was  transferred.  the

Institute, began to assist on week-

,estate to St Charles Borromeo ends and have conlinued up to
i the present day. .

In June 1037, Bishop Hearney

then chaplain of St Mary's Hos | assigned Father Earl Mi Tebin

to ba assistant pastor Father

,O'Hern to be the new pastor. Eic Tabin labored very faithiully fof

the next four years kng gexd |
the gap between Father Ditan's
administration and that of the
present pastor, Father Robert
Keleher,

The answer to Father Doran’s
hopes for rvecreation facilitiea:
came i{n the form of another!
portable bullding which the par.
ixh lkewlse purchased from the

Brard of wuatson foe ‘m§

About this time the parish
seemed to be recovering from
the depression and growiiig again.
In March, 1938,
perty was sold to Monroe County
for the purpose of wllening'
Dewey Avenue into a boulevard.
This, of course, meant progres
sive growth in the community
and consequent hedp i lquidat.
ing the parish debt. But tragedy
was not far off.

oN HOLY THURRDAY, April
14, 1838, Aaxz was offered in the
morning followed by the proces:
sion of innocent youngslers to
the Repository Everything was
tn keeping with the traditional
holinesa of the day Suddeniy
aboul supper time fire broke ot
in the school In a wery few
moments the fames were beyond
control  and threalening the
church.

The sad siory can best be told
from the report in the Catholie
Courter

“The fire which brolir owut
In Kt Charles Borromeo sphoal
on Holy Tharawday sftermoon
tiazed quickly and (R amoke
poured into the churct. Pathery
Dorsn fighting his way through
the amoke rexcuecd tha Blrasad
Sacrament. The Risters ot
Mercy ran (o the school in &n
effart to salvage tome booka

and sappiles befors the bisze

became too  great.  Fitemen
trom three volunirer (reece
Companies and one from Roch.
ester  responded. The disss
trous fire which completely
ruined the school muerd dam-
age estimated at $22,600."

The joy of Easter was shroud
the

ed In gloom tha! vear [or
pastor and parishiorrers of 8t

Charles  With his hapes dashed
"by tragedy Father Dovan tound
it very difficult to face the great
the
among faith that encrourages nllin a task

young people  particuiarly. 4
and colthated a strong devotion fhat i3 to God's honar and ginry

task before him But with

he proceeded resolutely ahead
PLANS WERE made lor

the Total

ning Father Sellinger had been! Rochester to teach at Aguings of which was realized through
assistd on wowekends ,b) a priest
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INTERIOR OF ST. CHARLES BORROMEQ CHORGH - ——

part of the proq

the

whn served as asustan! pastor Feconstruction and removation of
during 1835, After Father McKay . the chureh and school. When
Ba=ilian * finished
Fathers. who Had lately come to’ amournted to nearly £2500. mos!

expense

A houseto-!
K é when the perixh ceiehrated the

4} F‘nmﬁ‘:"& Magee, late pastor of)

A

wf:

house coltcctlon for funds lo re| Bernard's Seminacy, u W

construet the school was al:ﬁ con,

made iIn which people of Mﬂl

falths were asked to contributy, nz’:&‘:,‘:gggmu

8ix thousand doflars was reallMd] ¢ond peapie

on this esmpaign. < lup the mmg of
At the beginning of the new|again. In the Mhivery

yeur of 183 (he parish with its] ester Blshop Kumﬁwﬂ' )

newly . mtmmd school and|a 300,000 fund drive 1 .bulid}

nowly-decorated church scemid|a new %t Andrew’s Spminary.|

to bo making steady &f slow Yo | St. Charles’ share was assessed | 1

gress. ¢ at 88,000, oot s m ‘

E 189

On & 17, 1% Fa «wdywimm«ut‘
e "N |Bistos, pariehloners of
cuﬂumt“mmm with
Charles to be pastor of &&.
t saslstant  pastor st Corpil J& young and
Borromeo parish, and ambitioun dreamz. 'ﬂ\t‘

Dorsn waas  transferred z
Bishop Kea from
o ater apwidmmn&mmiim_“

Ann's Chuireh I8 Fadmyrs. X |-
Reverend Robert A. Keloher, |° Cigitallthig on the wsmir o
Christt  Chureh, became O [populstion 8L m&\l Pﬁi‘lﬁg‘

i thind pastor of St Charded [made 1847 a vear of schilevement

! Quietly the new pastor bnxih ;ghlawmmt.u M!eﬁ

to arrange fof necesary im came

-2’5’;}:‘, ?ﬁg‘y&n&? é:m ton was 1\(1%!@6 nfm* mty«

small and necessary  additiof ;:h" 3?’?3]]1 R }M?' S e
and repairs were made (n (18| viufeed by the ¥ o S ration o 204
rectory, A new slpker was i 8“?00000 3’; the last ﬁt i ST
falied I the baller rooft {2 (1at period. elxht yes g

of the combinalion schoo) and %

chureh mmm:;. .wu;n anl, ft} Withina mcatb. Nov; 8 iﬁ} bouk plam
‘WS & Vey busy beglhning for| the young parish, (P12

the new Pastor. .ﬁcimt ?uto{. };un{cﬂm a urg
During the pext few yuu' paign  tor funds for enlxsg

Ve work of small Improvementa . fRcllitien. As t»'mher Keleher put

continued So. foo. did the [ I “This campal damm

in th ; i ¢, to prov de b B,
T I bl of paris tﬁa“x'n Borromed (‘mm'i:h.'

lnners, particifaely tn the Sto
Av t ] nawﬂunof(}admdulmm
wooll Avenue sectton It wy ‘3“‘*“’0‘ ”um& for our emmmﬂ

soon necessary o add one myp

Mass to the Sunday schedule in  THE DRIVE, conductsd from
the Church proper, besides the Nov. 9 to Nov, 3 surpiased jisi
‘Mass In All Soul's Chape! Ib goal with & pledged lofal al mm
Haotly Sepuichre Ccmctary At thls $53.667 including pledges from
 Ume, loo. YathaT,' Tohin wes' 800 wage csrnors. With such &
transferred (o Hotdell and Fath - resoerve fund 8t Chariee was
er Francis M. Feegey was &4 now fn s position to anticipale
mgned In his placo. the nead of & large church snd
| “Img war years 194146 found greater school facilities,
8t Chartes parish in good enough, Circumstances caused s change
shape to weather the slorm,  in plans. With the overwhelming
_spirftually, physicaily and Onan. growth of population fn the
"clally Mobilization for war called Town of Gresce, due tn & rapidly
forthmany young men and womt- expanded buiiding prograns and
‘en from the parish. incréassd g much Incrsased postavar bitth
employment in drlense construt- eale, there was 5o sllernative’
tian and armament. and pinyed ! {left Gut to use ths reserve fund
havor with homelifs in genernl | far the, buikfing of & new schaool,

Asslatlng n The peremony,
was attended by & iam n
g;o plmmmm e
Aemmg ?‘xt .y

Feenay gty mﬂﬂ
tor at ‘BLW

i ;wfé Wmist
dren fn the school aid
ereased faculty of Riais
gl ﬁyﬁu
i % -39

thon with the new sthob], plens [ers
wers mude for the soviatruciion il

rof -a large sadition 1o the ;
vent and the temodsitng of

then exisiling Sullding. THE W

began i1 April ot
ONE OF THE most remarkable tempocarlly upsetting plags for TR
feats of the parish, fn francai . larger clureh. 'gc‘uf!?g' gymm?ﬁymdgmm &

way, took place at this time. Dus, Obes the dacision was made, e I
to the unbeatable combination of plans were drawn up by archl., AS A ‘ﬁf’fm‘; I Beph ‘
the parishloners’ ususl gentr. tetls, Edward M. lnmwdcr‘mﬁ'mi gh @W&M
osity and thedr pastors skilllyl snd Donald M. Walier, ang Was ready for oeoy
sdministration. the parish debt Eround was broken fof the new = ! Sisters were wﬂh@ut;
of aiightly more than $100000 school on December 0, 1949, pav- | the trus spirit of rel dﬁ

was entirely lquidated within & Ing the way for the construction ! €ver, they raliled txﬁrﬂﬁy

period of eight yeare 1t was alf work done by A, Friedrich &) ’
the mare remarkable when one F In leas ihan a year, the ctn’-s mmw“m’eﬁw by “baurding 6t

mnsidern that §t was acesmpe Berstone of the pew sddition was | &t Holy Cross Corvinl, in R &
lished without the aid of any fin- 18i0 on September 10, 1850 and! cant clase room fn e q}de

ancial campaigns  Over
ahove tHat, during 1044 it was
necessary to remosdel the porte %.
shle haill for two classrooms at 8 ‘
cost of $10,000. But an October 4, .
1947 St Chatlen Parish was devt. |
fréstemporarily

A eoeela) ocemsion of Joy
came in the apring of 1845,

e

Silver Jubiles of Father Hele-
her's ordinstion to the Priexts
hood. On Friday, May 25, the
schoot  children, well - conched
by the Risters, gave a fine
entertalrement in Bonor of thelr
pastor snd presested hlm with
8 generous spirifwal bouquet,
Isting 7580 Mawses hesrd,
2,008 Communions received,
4508 Rosaries said, and 5.00%
visiis to the Rlessed Satrs-
ment. On the same orcasion ;
the parishioniers, through Fath- -
ev Ferney, wuistant pasior,
presented » purse of $1,500 to
thelr Betoved pastor,

Father Keleher celebrated mi
. officlal Silver Jubiler Nass
May 2 wilfi Hevotend

5t Jnim*.s, Spenw_,m‘. as Dear
- con, and tie Reverend Leasmz%x,

ERERCION,

the occaslon and overohine (hw R

and the school epened with & regle | school, and In mmmm buﬁds Y .




