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&t, Charles Borromeo Parish in the Dewey Avenue section of the Township of Greece,
five years old. Form-!
at 11 o'clock !
ather Robert

a suburban srea flanki

larles

Roehester on the northwest, is now twenty
al observation of the Silver Jubilee will be held Sunday (Nov. 23) m
when His Excellency Bishop Kearney will preside at Solemn ass which
heteher, pastor, will celebrate.

Borromeo Parish

er Jubilee Parish Endured
Great Depression, Tragic Fire

Teday St. Charles Borromeo parish is a weil-organized and continucusly growing or
ganization, but parishioners recall that the long pathway to the present peak of develop-

ment was often beset with grim hours of disc
When the parish was launched o

a quarter of a ecentury ago, no- ¢
body realized that the natlon wns!
on the eve of the worst economic

depression in its history. So.,
debt-rigden, as ia usuaily the case |
with miost new churches, the in-

tant
scarcely begun to toddle on its

owrns when the long years of de- |

pression began to harass fts
struggling stepd of progress. '

Still fresh, to, in the memories
of many s that {l-fated day

during the Holy Week of 1838 §

when a disastercus fire swept the
school and damaged the church.

UNDAUNTED BY such heart.,
brealing difficulties, priests and
people carried on with determined -
courage. Today they are righttul-
ly proud of their church plant,
particulariy thetr pew modern
school which boasts a current en-
roliment of 796 pupils.

The detailed story of St
Charles parish is told in a newly
written booklet which chronicies
the following lacts

In the eariy part of the twen-
tieth century It became increas
ingiv evident that a large resi-
dential rection was going to
spring up in the area surounding
Kodak Park. particularly north
and west  To provide for the
Catholics among this increased
population, the new parish of
8t Charles Borromeo was estab
lished August 5, 1925, by the late
Rishop Thomas F. Hickey, se¢
ond Bishop of Rochester The:
Reverend John M. Sellinger wul
sppointed to be the first pastor.

Boundaries of the parish wcro!
set in the general ares west of"
the (ienesee River as far as Mt
Read Bivd., between Winchester
St and Britton Reoad. The new
parish was expected to relieve
the strain on,  the surrounding
parishes of Sacred Heart on the
South, St. John's on the West,
Mother of Sorrows and Holy
Cross on the North.

BECAUSE OF the lack of
buitdings the first recorded
events of St (Charles took place
in Kacred Heart partsh Included
among these was the first bap-
s that of Virginia Theresa
Shea datenter of Mr and Mrs
Dantel <hea of 99 xhéialon
Drive Father Seilinger lived at
Sacred Heart Rectnry while pre.
paring for the estahlishment of
the new parish and while in-
specting various  sites  for the
new churth property.

After some deitheration the
rhoice finally fell upon the John
Kheehan farm property at Dewey
Avenue and Maiden Lane. Nego
t.ations were made and the pur
chase was sealed on December
I 1925 when S20000 was given
to Frark Dobsan and $80000 to
W N Britton

July §, 1928 was a happy day
for parishioners of St. Charlen
because 1t marked the laying
of the cornemtanes of the first
church and school. Bishop
Hickey officiated. No copy of
the sermon preached by the
Bishop on that occasion has
been preserved for us. We may
suppose, hawever, that he told
of his trip to Milan, after his
“ad Limina" vizit to Rome In
1924, and oft repeated story in
the davs of his retirement

At Milan he wos so impressed
with the living memory of the
two great saints who had Is
bored there that he determined,
in erecting new parishes in his
ow n diocese, he would dedicate
one o the great St. Ambrose,
Bishop of Milan In the 4th
rentury, and another to the
courageous St. Charies Borro-
meo, Bishop of Milan in the
16th century.

THE COLLECTION taken up
a' the laying nf the cornerstone
amounted to the generous sum

¥

of S128425.
After the (nrrerstone laying
work on the buit iing proceeded
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JOHAN LYNCH
Asnsistant

'

REV, JOHN NORERIS

Asxistant
rapidly Father Sellinger was
anxious to open the new St

Charlps Boiremeo School for the
fall term The facuity from the
beginning was composed of the
Sisters of Mercy Sister M Fran.
cesca, present principal of Mercy
High School was the first prin.
cipal As vet withou! a convent,
the Sisters commdted clally trom

the Motherhouse al mnearhy Nt
John's Park At il« completion
the construrtion cost  of  the

Church < honl buildding amount
ed to $39 696 46,

NOW THAT the school and
church werre functiontng Father
Sellinger turned his a*tention to.
a parish rectory On the property
there was< a small farm house
facing on [wwey Avenus ithe
presen! rectorv which he fel
could be remodeied into a tuiid
ing sufMicien'» ample for hiving
quarters apd sTall - Teors oy
parochia’ work  In 1 327 0% 'he
jon of remodeling and ref iniah
ing the new rec’ rv wae .om
pieted At a cost of approx.mately
$10 000

It was not lnng before the par

"teh suffered growirg pa.ns Mary

new houses were huytlt wthin the
confines of the pansh No doabt

the far* that there was 3 new
Cathaolis sehonl n the Dewrey
Stone districr “ed an rcteasing
number of « arrohe famiies o
LU *he rea hampes barny
in 19N 0 bhecame e odent that
the & rowe was ateat ' wural
) Acrammpdate ke cr o traeng
number nf sruder's T, tune care

of 're cew gtaderntc an additien
was h.i.* or to the school at a
cor! of aver 315000 This provid
ed the -ecrsgAry Toornn hut the
parish with a 833000 d4eht and an
annual tevernue of $16 00 was tn
a precarious position to face the
financial crash of 1929

In orrder 'n a.cnmmodaje
growing corgregation {* wae ne
cessary 'o add another Mass on
Sundays Almost fram the begir
mnz Father Sellirger Fad bhes-
assisted on weekends by a priest
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ouragement and disappointment. |

Tl T

i sent from the chancery, no onel

priest coming regularly, But in
September of 1329 Father Victor

reguisrivassigned assistant.

With the parigh well under
way, Bishop Jahn Francts
O’Hern,.  successor  to  Bishop

Hickey, had new wvork for Fm»,
er Seiifnger. He was assigned to

be Newman Club Director for
the students at the University of
Rochester. It meant breaking
rew ground again in another
fleld of priesuy endeavor and
one in which he sucoceded well

,wmx his everready zcal and en-

thusiasm To leave the new pan
ish which he had founded, how-
ever, must have been a difficult
struggle, for, as always, Falser
Seilinger had formed warm
friendships The attachments re-
mained for the rest of his life.

ony, Oct. 12, 1845, and in his last
generoys portion of his small
Church.

FATHER WILLIAM A. Doran,
then chaplain of St Mary’s

' Afifls, O.8 M. came as the first!

"
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i
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‘He died as Chaplatn of Cralg Col-

B will’and testament he assigned !

L4

the present day.
In June 1837, Bishop Kearnoy

o et i ST TR Gl st il

pital, was assigned by Bishop|to be asstatant pastor. Father

O'Hern to be the new

1929. Father Doran brought with'the gap between Father Doran's

; ; him an earnest zeal to accomplish | administration and that of the
great things for the struggling, | present

Father Roberi

pastor,

growing parish. Besides the day Kejeher,

in, day out, priesiy care of souls,
Father Doran's immediate task
was to seek some means of lgui-

| dating the parish debt. It was

)
s
i

|

The answer to Father Doran's
hopes for recreation factiities
came in the form of another
portabla building which the par

no easy task in view of post-War'yup jivewise purchased from the

inflation.

Board of Education for a smal

In August of 1930 the late gum.

Father Danfel S. Sullivan was

appointed as the first full-time|gesmed. to be recovering from.
resident assistant to the parish.|the depression and growing agaln.
In March, 1938, part of the pro-
perty was sold to Monroe County,
son who was soon assigned toifor the purpose of widening:

He was succeeded the f{ollowing
June by Father Eugene B. Hud-

lighter labors on the Catholic

diocesan paper because of fafling
health

|
|

About this time the parish

Dewey Avenue Into s boulevard.
‘This, of course, meant progres-
rive growth in the community

Difficult though It was to re.’ and consequent heip in lquidat
tard the growing debt, Father Ing the parish debt But tragedy
Doran felt that it was unjust was not far off.

that the Sisters of Mercy who
had been laboring so zealously
in the schna! should have to con
tinue communting dady 1o and
from the Mercy Motherhouse at
St Jahns Park  Stster Monica
was principal of the school at
the time having replaced Sister
Hilary the second principal. But
as yet the parish had no convent

In the minutes of a r.eeting of
the board of lrustees n! "he par
ish on June 10, 1931 we read -
“the plans of the new convent
have been approved the site de-
termined the bids opened &nd
the contract awarded " In due
time Father Noran wad happy tn

ar rovnee that the modern and
sparious oconvent was open for
tnspection  The parishioners wers

very proud of the new building
and made great sacrifices to help
el PAPPNIAS

MEANWHILE THE. tchaool reg
istration was increasing and it
became necessary again to ar
rarge fnr more school rooms In
Septemher of 1971 Father Doran
was able 1n buy a portable s~hon;
from the Roard of Fducation for
the m)mmal'num of 2500 ahich
®as erected hy the vol.nterr la
bor of parishioners at a total
cost of onlv $TR6Z

In Ap . 1902 RBichop (rHemn
sent Father Dnaran the ener
getie Father James Rheriden as
assistant For the 'wo and & half
yearr of his sssignment Father
Sherulen proved artive ameng
the young people particuarly
and cultivated a strong devotion
tn 8t Anthonv He swas succeed
ed by Father Fdward McKay
whn seried as assmtant pastor
during 193> After Father McKay
was transferred. the Baslian
Fathers, who had lately pome in
Focherter to teach at Aqguinas

1

ON HOLY THURSDAY, Apri!
14, 1938, Mass was offered jn the
morning followed by the proces
sion of Innocent youngsters to
the Repasttory Fverything was
in keeping with the traditi~nal
holiness of the day Sadderly
abqut supper time fire hroke uf

In the schonl In 8 very few
moments the flamens were e, ond
control and threatenang ‘' he
church.

The sad story can hest he 'old
from the report in the ( athoic
Courter

“The fire which bhroke out
tn 8t Charles Borromen school
on Holy Thursday afterncon
blazed guiclihy and ths emohs
poured Into the chureh Father
Daran fighting his way through
the smoke rescied the Bleserd
Sacrament. The Ristera  of
Mercy ran to the achoeol In an
effort to salvage nrome bonke
and suppliea befors the hiaze
berame too grest. Flremen
from three volunteer Gfeece
Campanies and one from Roch
ester  responded.  The divas
trous fire which completely
riuined the schoo! aused dam-
age entimated at $22,000

The juy of Easter wan shro.d
ed :n gloom that sear {or 'he
pastor and parishioners  of
Charirs With his hopes dasredd
by tragedy. Father Doran forinad
it very difficull to face the great
task hefore him  But with the
faith that encoursgesall in a ‘ask
that 18 1o God's honnr and ¢y
he proceeded resojutely ahesd

PLANS WERE made for
reconstruction and renovatinn of
the church and mhool Wen
finished the tatal experar
amounted to nearly $25 00 mos*
ot whith wae reatired throush

N
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Institute, began 1o assist on week.  Insurance pasyments, A house ‘o
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constyuct
made {n which people of all

stor. He| Tobin labored very tafthfully for on this campaign.
was installed on November 1,!the next four years and bridged At the beglnning of the new  agqin. In the Diccese of Roch

year of 1839 the parish with m;

newly - constructed school and
newly decorated church seemed
to be making steady {f alow pro-
gresa.

On Juno 17, 10 Father
Doran was transferred
Biskop Keamey frem §i
Charies to bs pestor of St
Ann's Church in Palmyru. The
Reverend Robert A, Keleher,
asalstant pastor at  Corpus
Christi Church, became the
third pastor of 8t. Chiarles
Borromeo parish.

Quietly the new pastor began
to arrange for neceskty improves
i ments, especiatly in the land.
rcaping of the grounds. Some
small and necvessary additions
and repairs were made (n the
rectary. A now stoker was in-
salled tn the central bofler room
of the combination school and
church bullding. All in all
wan a very busy beginning for
the new Pastor

During  the nekt (ew  years
the work of small Improvements

tontinned Ko, oo did  the ln-’“'
crease n the number of parist-, 9

lonera, patticularly In the Slgnoe-
wedd  Avenue  section U was
soem necessary to odd one mors
Masa tn the Sunday schedule in

INTERIOR OF ST. CHARLES BORROMEO CHURCH

estate to St Charles Borromeo ends and have continued up to| house collection for funds (o re ) Bernard's Seminsry, s Subdeh |
the schoo! was alwo | con,

|
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|
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1 500,

reame an Octotwi 4, 34T, whan th
tola) debt an the church corpara:

up the thread of mormal living

ester Blalpp Hearmay lkoneched
00 fund drive to hulild
a tew 8 Andrew's
8L Charies’ shite wal

Bihop, parixl ]
Charles wasst “over the top™ with
51 ledged amount of mere than
Capitaliting on m;y vi;om‘lat
A young and 1 _growing
population #e cﬁrm At
made 1947 & year of schlevement
snd ambitious dreatan, The
sthizvement, ua notidd

tlon was liguidated after twenl

long

u{hm baltie
marked

by {he
of that period

4 . " l 3
THE YEAR OF 1948, following [ tens Seminary in
|the end of war in August, 103, |PRrsh responded
{ tound peopls beginning to (Ake

f] #
8t.3 .

twy years of (ndsbledness, The
had  bien
pAyment of ovhr
$100,000 In the Jast cight yoirsd

drive

ration: of 706 paplie . .
JHE DEDICATION and loss: |
ing of the v icigai additlon |

Within & month, Nov 0. 1947, ! took place an Sunday, December |

the young parish, under ja ef-
ficient pastor, launched & ot
palgn  for fupda  for enlarged
facilitios. As ¥ather Kpleher put

arfes  Borramoeo  Churceh,

“This campalgn had a dauble.

I, 1550 after thé 33118 aim, Mapa ]

willh Bishop Kearney offielating,
mbtmgh?:ﬁw ceremony, s
wis attended by s large number

‘of parishionérs, were paxtors (%
ctive t {edo gL from nelgbboring parishes, I}
PN il hureh a | cluding gh J mﬂﬂhh& ‘R, :

sther

new House of Cod and also new § Feeney, formeily wsalitant pan
1 aohood faciiities for our chil@ren @ tor st 8t Charlex, wnd Xecentiy | ¥

THX DRIVE, conducted {rom

'he Church proper besides the Nov 0 to Nov. 31 surprased (s

Mara  $n

Yirne ton

Francim M
wal in his place.

-1

- -

Al Soul's Chape! fn'goal  with
Haon Sepulenre Cometery. At this $51.647
Father Totdn wasi 000 wage earnera With such a
transferied ta Hornell, and Fath. peserve fund fit
Feoney was &8 now In A posilion o anticipate

s pledged total of
inedurling pledges from

Charies was

the need of & large church and

T e war years 134148 fotmd greater shood (acifities
St Charies parish tn good enough . Clrcumstanoss caused a change

shapw
spiritualiv

‘o weather the storm.yin plans. With the overwhelming
phymically and fnan. growth
cally Mobilation for war ealled, Town of Geeere, due to s rapidiy i

of popylatlon n the

forth many young men snd worn- . expanded busiding program and

e 4rom the parish, Increased 5 much Increaged postwar biriH
e oy ment in defense mm(mim“

tere and armament, and played jaff but o use thé reserve fund

there was 1o alterpative

havoo with home life In geneval | for the bustding of a now sehool,

ONE OF THE most remarkabls  {6npararily upgétting plans for &
fea's of the parish, In a fAnancia)  Jarger church

“ay

tonk place at this thme Due  Onte the deciwlon was made " o

ta the unbeatabie combination of piAsk were dnawn up by archh

the

adtmim&trat,ogn

of shightly mere

period of eight years. ¥t was all work done
the more remarksbie when one, Son In jees than a year

parishioners”  ususl  gensr  tocls,
vuity and their pastor's skiliful, and - Dunald

' pamagd
James parish, Masters o7 oo

pastor of (M- pew 81

montes &t the dediekiion wers! |

B e e renia|
. nch, whg :

Father Feenty 8% dsélsshnt pas |

tor. . o

sed faryd)

"t te el

with s tew 1
Wware roade for The eomat
of & large sadilich fo T rom i
ver and e remadeling. o 112

5 exislting byl . :
Begin in ApHI of 1980 and win
marked, dus 5 u B agiér

fleulties, by many delays. - |

Faward M Lorseteider 1950 #Ven thouyls the fiéw sihonl
M Waber. and Wi u;!!@)‘ I:‘i‘maumt pancy, \i*ghg §
the parish debt:ground wss broken for the new 28 were ! e, I8}
th;}; $100000 srhool on Decomber 8 1949, pav-  the oo spirit of religlous, how
aas entirely lquidated within a ing the was for the ronsiruction ©ver, they rallled sdmirably 1o
ty A Friedrich & . the actaxion and overdaine the!
the ror ' inconvenlences by “boktding et
st Haly Cross Convent;, I a v

reoastders that

ancial  campaigng. Over and the school opened with a regls sci‘ml. and
abrve that durtng 1644, It was,

neceunaty to remmodel ghe port ¢ .

abie hall for two dsstrooms st &
ot of $IO000 Bt on Ovtober 4,
7T 8t Charles Parish wwss debt
free temporarily '

A special occasbon of joy
came in the spring of 1845,
when the parish erlebrsted the
SHver Jubllee of Father Kele
her's ardinslion o the Prirst.
hood. On Fridsy, Msy 28, the
sehnol  children, well - enached
by the Kisterm, gsve g fie
ratertainment In honor of their
paxtor xnd presenied Hitm with
s generons spiritusl bougued,
tatlog 7,500 Mussos  hesrd,
2060 Corvmunions  recelved,
$.500 Hosxries sald, and %098
visits Lo ths Klesed Sios
e, On the same occmion
the paristiloners, ithroush Fath.
er Feency, mdsisnt pasior,
presented » parse of $LI08 to
thelr bedoved mﬂm-s -
Father Keleher celebrated bis
officinl Sivey Jubilee Mass on
Sgnday, May 2 with Haveresd
Enmett Magee, lste pastor of
§t. Joan's, Spameerport, as Des
con. ard the Reverend Lew Bmith,
| then #Apiritusl Director of St

'

i

it was accomp. nevstane of the new addifion was
lLmhed without the ald of any fin. lald on September 10 1930 and ' cant claky om. In - the 4}}5'

.y

f15 thie portable b
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