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The God That Pailed
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on his forged pamsport, The new
work that he i{s doing adds treah
siris to troubls his still living con.
science. The act of “suicide” has
left him stll himself, At that
dlacovery, and for the first time,
he examinérs the pfemises of
Comimunism with epen eyes and
says, “But this ia wrong.” It has
alwayas bssn wroug: his real

{s the same story of eager “sacri
fitea” for the Pasty .
clean break with the past . .
the cutting-off of old relation
ships . . . the abcndonment of
chances for “‘dourgeols” success
. the riak of imprisonment:
Ifor a dozen unsavory Party er
rands. It f& on these things that
the apostate Communista dwell
wistfully when they describe
their early Party days. And it
is these things that they suught{
and loved ‘
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Normal living cin be difticult |
and dull. Modern men and wo.
men, their souls weighed down
with & burden of unacknow- |
siged sins, becoms discouraged
and dlagusted with self. The ob-
vicus escapea of drink and love
sffalrs and overwork leave them |
stddar and more selfsick than
before. Having no God to Whom
to turn, auch ps would Hke
to dedtrey the sﬁed selt. They
etk &k way to “end it all”—but
X way § little lesa drastic than
& laap from an open window or
an overdose of aleeping pills,

COMMUNISM OFTERS weary
intellectuals of our day such an
sicape. They balleve that if they
join the PFarty they cen shed
their whols unsatiafactory past
cut off the consequences of all
that thay have done, begin again.
Life, from now on, will be lived
by & new and noble self, whom
ttit never has to hate.., The
freahrnan comrade (s seeking, in
the wrongest of phaces, for the
}' ht remedy f4r his fils: abso
{ion. -t

' "Me does not gat it: He learas,
through bitter expérience, the
continuity of the saif, the in-
destructibility of “me” His old
sins go with him into the Party
and st} troudle him. The tame
hated countenance still locks at
him from every mirror, oo mat

ter how new a namsé he carries
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ing the whole study acarly so
well as might have been done.

quarrel with Cammuniam s that

In neirly exeiy chapter there | it hag failed to relleve him of his

past, as he had hoved it would.

. tm' Q“Cnnvmr to Communism

nd wo healing alleraative un-

| der the blood.yred banned with

iia cruel little devices meant
to cat and hammer hame, They
have neither lost their lives
nor found them. They are the
saddest and the most diacour
aged of men. They are not
“converta”—they are wouldbe
sulcides whose death attempt
has failed,
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leans, the

out his Iast wenry yeurs {n cap
tivity, and die an oulcast st the
ags of 5.

ito be & d of pexce. Theix
prograse: toward thk end of life
ought tu he pentie and gracious
WE NAVR all sufleed, it
seems to me, with Prance and
;w!m the Petains. And we shall
continue to suffer. We shall not
‘e able to forget the old, old
man in prison who was once w
hero, nor his wife, bowed under
her years, painfully making her
way scross the desnlate Ile d'Yeu
to visit him.
We cannot
thing of the f that a e
pentant son has, standing at the
beir of his father whose last days
he has made unhappy. Gray
hairs ought not to be brought
down in sorrow to the grave.
Nevertheleas, we can make
some atlempt to understand the
fury, and what seems to ys the
harshnems, of ¥Fradce teward
Marshall Petaln, We can draw
an analogy.

WHRAT IF¥ THE OOMMUNISY
armies overan America? And
what if one of our heroes—a
MacArthur, say, eor an Kisen-
hower—then formed & govern-
ment under the Communist su-
per-govetnment?

We ahould be very angry. And
doubtiess we should deal keenly
with our one-time Lero.

Yet our MacArthur or our
Eisenhower might insist, as
Petsin did, that he was fnnocens.
:He might contend - that if he
hadn't formed an American
government which could wake
some effort to protect Ametd
Commmists would
have formed a Communist
government to treat Americans
as conquered slaves,

HE MIGET SAY tiat the
thing for whith we indict him
was the finest and moit sacriff

. the thester.
&t 08 KnotREY
Sidermant. What

having some- |
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the frst world wer. The play %
Bas oo oul sl wreng. . Taan |0 0ld, perhags. to be punished.
wiio servid hls country as Petain | ONLY GOD asd bistory, said

. " then L EDe  cardinals of r on
served Yrance should met Hve [0 RCR S S

unidentified old saldler, praying
&t Patain's b!g& with-s W
Breton peasantd, ovied out, 2
Maratinll, forgive Francet”

And it may be that those four

b Loords tipped the acales in the

should 1nove,

Perhaps when all the evidence
is in, France will need fargive
nesy st lfeast as much as Petain
will, Perhaps Poiain  expiated
some of the sing of France. 1 do
;pot know. But it 13 a1 least re-
‘mote)y possible tha: there fei
.upon that aged couple on the
Ue d'Yeu, across the span of
twenty centuries, jome shadow
lof the suffering ana the loneli-
nissa of & younger Man and His
Mother.

Boy Scouts Sing
‘God Bless America’
For Holy Father

Rome ~ (NC) ~ Nearly §88
Anwrican bay scouts, pasiing
through Rome en route io the
seventh world scout jambores
at Bad Ishl, Austria, were re-
celved in audience by His Mol-
ness Pope Plus XI¥ at Castel
gandolfo. A the
scouts in additlon te ithelr
leaders was the Rev. L. Kard
Whalen, Catholie Youth Organ-
tastion director of Clneinnatl.

The Holy Father sddressed
words of groeting to ths boys,
who sahited Hip Holinesa with
Hvely applause and sang “God
Bleas America” and the scout
hyma, “On My Honor.”

- — ‘o..“ —
LANOTHER VIRWPOINT

A very comscientious house-
wite engaging & new maid
asked nonrly sa many ques-
toms as are saked in = civil
servies examinasiion,

“Navs Yyou" she inquired
sternly, “any religlous views®”

“No ma’sim, 1 lmven't,” ans
wered the girl, but “Pve got
some dandy snapshotis of Ni-
sgars Falls and the Great

 cial servica he ever performed
for his countrymen. *

Lakos.”

Crime In America

Estes Kefauver i» a name
whish evsryone Mnows, hul few
know how to pronounce. There
are fawer still,
howevsy, who
will not pro-
nounce good
the work done
b{ the group
of which he
was chalrman,
the Senate
Crime Ipvesit-
gating Com-
mittiee. You
can Tead xii Fr. Kennedy
about that work in Mr. Kefau.
ver's newly published Crime Im
Amerion.

Some may feel that the sena.
tor rather’quickiy capitalized on
his fresh fame by résigning his
chalrmanship at the height of
the investigation and writing a
series of articles for a mass ol
culation magazine which pays its
contributors lavisaly, and now
putting those articles together in
a resoundingly publicized book,

Bui whatever his main motive,
and whatever his royalties, he
has dome a public service i In

1 g the Amevican péopie
with the complete ndings of s
commiitee. The hearings were
:e“%med pidcemanl i the press,

som# of the mokt dramatie
plases were viewed Yy milllons
on television. But the entire plo
ture in focur s reguived for
wiging the facts and thale seve

m‘m{nﬂ‘ﬂﬂi
dney Shalett, has ot written

city after city, oz after
t, and pot reund-

- - -

Infilcations of a HnK betwesn
lcoe and gangsters, with

Iatier to leave unmolssiad var
foun abominahle rackets,

law  enforcement  afticers who
were (and, sometives, apparent-
1y still sre) themselves the head
of the umjerworld fn the region
they are supposed o  police.

ken

it as his opinion that “although
dlahonsst politicians and offics
holders are & smail minorily com-
pared with the hundreds of thou.
sands of devoted, honest public
servants, politieal corruption in
the United States seems to have
sunk to a new low.” This is the
most dstnblug fasture of e
entive findings of ths commit.

¥

and e
oftive and ckarged with the
conduct of pudlic affairs, the
spplication.of the law, the ad.

%\d and so
forth, 1

It is horrilying, for example,
Tat. for the protection ‘of s

at, for the o
rackets xnd hip milking of the
public, £ was necessary that he
“have" a governor: thst i3, select
& biddable candidats, get him
nomiinated, git nim elated, and
then eontigl him daring kis teem
of olfice. ‘Can that happen

By Rev. John 8. Kennedy——

ecutives of goverriment simply

overlook gross abuses s3 time

hallowed usage. And lobbying

comes in for some unflattering
L L ] [ ]

THE BOOK pretty well estab
Hizhes &y a faét that there is a
national & cate of gangsters,
a fairly closelnit and centrally
controlied coganization déaling in
narcotics.  prostitution, gam-
bling, muscling in on legitimate
busiriesses and perverting them,
&nd tled very strongly and tell-
ingly wih eminent political fig-
ures,

1f in no good mying, “This
has always been, always will
be.” To be fatslatic in this
mtter is to be irresponsible.
Amerlran government s well
dexigned and las worked ad-
mirably over a long period of

Pmne.lutwuentmmxpﬂmls

serious, widespread, and evi
denily growing cancérously.
The best Institutlons csn be
iumm«rammwm»
arance of evil of thls sort and
on this sosle,

Senator Kefauver thinks that
the Ameriean people have been
arouxed by this commiftes’s in-
quiry and are [nsistent on &

clesnup. Farlispy they are I

here?” oms aska, And Ssnator {wouldnt be too sure of It Cer

Katsuver cdmes up with proot

txinly, countless peopie were fas-

that something very much ke jcinsted by the drama of the ses-
it did actually happen. shons w were televised, But

‘Thie is the most extreme case
of many cited, Agxin and spain

thes pubilc memory is short, the
interest of the majority short.

the committee turned up clear lived and easily diverted,

tormer taking payment fromy the

Theve ae instagoes, too, of

Morveover, there s the practice,

SENATOR KEPAUVER pives

P‘

i Rorlors.
Righly Slaced st yenntahls ex.

veatiesesl, wherely

If the commiltes - no longer

chsltmaned by the author-—stays

determivedly at its task, some
thing constructive and enduring

mEy ve ascomplished. We need
to be reminded

cemsiantly of

these reeking. rolting pheno

mena so as to xegp alive our

resolution to eliminate them.

CRIME IN AMEBICA by
Estez Kefagver. New Yerk:
gt:nbledx;y. $300. Paper,
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