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“O Lord God, the Giver of
good gifta and bountiful Be
stlower of all blesaings,® we
most fercently implore Thee
to bless and sanctify these
garments, which thy servants
wish to put on ‘as an index to
the knowledge of religion, and
that they may be known
among all other women to oe
dedicated to Thee.”

With these solemn words the
Bishop blesses the habit or
bridal gown of a Sister of
Mercy with which she is cloth-
ed on the day of her reception
into the Order.

This reception takes place
after the candidate has spent
a six months postulancy, dur
ing which time she has been
made acquainted with the basic
rules of the novitate. Untler
the Mistress of Novices, she.
studles her own character tlo
discover ! she possesses the
qualities necessary to enable
her, after proper training, to
seek professidh in the Order
of Mercy dedicated to the “ser-
vice of the poor, sick and 1g-
norant.”

Formal Study

During tulancy. the can-
didate beglins her formal study-

" Ing which will enable her to

join the ranks of the teachers
in the classrdom. the nurses n
the hospital or the all import.
ant domestics so essential to
the proper management of
community life. Her hours of
study are balanced with tme

" for prayer and recreation.

Besides learning to recite
the office of Our Blessed Lady,

every postulant learns the art
of mental prayer. In her hours
before the Blessed Sacrament,
she carly senses the stress put
by the community upon pray-
ers “for our benefactors: the
sick; the dying; those whom
our Sisters relieve and n-
struct; parents and relatives
of our Ststers in religion: the
Popt'. the church. the clergy.

Mission Fields
at
Home

The Sisters of the Biessed
Sacromeant for tndians and
Colored Peopls ere on
American Missionary Sister-
hood consecrated to the
sersice of Our Lord in the
Blessed Sacroment and
dedicated axclusively Yo the
evongelization of the In-
dian aond Colored races.
The Sisters enguge in every
type of missionary activity
and con use every talent in
Education, Ofice Werk,
Household Duties, Home
Visitatiens ond Seciol Wel-
fare. )
Their Missions numbering
66 ere lecated In 20 -
ferent siotes frem Mogse-
chusetts to Lovisiane, end
frem Viiginia teo Califernis.
The Community wan found-
od by Reverend Mether M.
Katherine Drewel in 1891
ot the. invilotien of Hi
Heliness, Pope Loe XN
Young wemen interesied In
this Eucheristic end M-
vived to m o
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(houe who have asked ouxx
prayers,”

Following such a prayetpro-
gram, the young candidate fecis
the universality of the church
enveloping “her as her voice

. anites with the old members

ot the community in prayer.
She seés how intimately she
is united with each member
of the tamily she has left to
follaw the Mtaster's call

In every Convent of Merey
the world over, the Sisters of
Mercy spenel the first Sunday
of every month. In retreal as
a !me for a spiritual Inven-
tary These days of apiritua¥
renovation  are  supplemented
by an annux] 8 day retreat and
another retreat on the last
three days of the yecar.

Novitlate Yearn

At the conclusion of the days
af postulancy, the young no-
vice begins her two. year nov-
ftiate training In ptcpamuou
for her hoiy profession or the
profouncernent of her vows.
The first year as a white nov-
ice i3 set aside by Holy Mother
Church as & canonical year
during which time the formal
study program is interrupted
so that the novice may begin
a more {ntensive study of
religlous lite proper.

During this period more ime
ts plven to prayer and the
study of domestic duties. Since
the candidate Is learning to

take her place among the rel-
gious women of the commun-
ftys she must be taught te pty
the womanly, arts of tooking
and sewing. In the second year
novmate, sectilar studies are
once more resurmed. By this
time. those responsible for the
education of the young sister
have ascertained herparticular
aptitudes; and,. when possible,
special ‘consideration s given
any display of talent {n map-
ping out the educaﬁona;l pro~
gram of emch novice Slnce

“Repetitie Mater
Studiorum est,.."

Thmugh the centuries  wne
Loyola pheased  dns dioum,
Catholic schoals have achieved
a vworldwide repumation for
stardy teuching and for «ure
hm[ng. Critacy of “repetitio”
Bave faled to understand the
«pirit of it . . . have failed to
see that “repetitio” s essential-
by “reteaching,” oot rote drill
> mechanical repetition.

It is, we believe, the prina-
pie by which coeaning
ber relitionships are aught io
Adaking Sure of Arubmetic, by
Morwn, Grav, Springstun, and
Schaal. Thas B-grade serws,
with workbooks and teacher's
gurdes, has been widely (and
warmly) welcogred (n Catholic
sz bols,

Our authors phrase the prin-
ciple diferemely. They put it

wents of any desc:spﬂem are

- Godgiven gifts, the admin

lstrators of the community are

‘quick o recognize and W

utilize the talents of Yts mem-
bers to further the cause of

" Christ.

Takes Vows

After the completion of the
white noviceship, the candidate
takes temaporary vows for
three years. At this ceremony
the novice receives a black
vell upon which the Bishop
has cailed a specis] blessing
Invoking God to “sanctily with
Thy right hand thesp coverings
of the vedl, which for Thy love,

.Thy servants are about to
pul on their heads; and may
they, .. ?resén‘e what ts mys-
tically signified thereby.” At
this time she vows to God
“poverty. chastity and obedi.
ence; and the sesrvice of the
poor. sick and ignorant.” Holy
Mather Church, ever the wise
and prudent Mother, gives her
consecrated  virging © another
period of testing time, before
taking the final step binding
them for life to God's service.

On final profession day the
siiver wedding ring, the out-
ward sign of her heavenly
nuptuals, is placed upon the
‘Slster's  third finger as the
Bishop says “Recelve, the ring
of faith, the seal of the Holy
Ghost, that thou mayest be
called the spouse of Christ,
and, If thou art faithful, be
crowned with Him férever.”
With a jubiiant heart, the
newly professed sister “speaks

T~ my works to the King” for

has she now “chosen Christ.”
To confirm her promise she
prostrates herself while the
cholr invokes the Holy Spirit
to desend upon her 0 that she
may faithfully keep her fifth

vow “to persevere to the end

. of my Iite.”

The Sixters of Mercy, as-
founded by Mother Mary Cath-
erine McAuley, are diocesan in
administerial functions. * They
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suceess in arichmertic for which
Catholic whoals bave slwiys
strived, ‘
Othee texts, equaily respected
im Catholic sclool drces for
thieir soond mthm. -‘ i~

sigit im0 the way childm
lours, are:
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St. Anthony’s
Guild -
Paterson 3, New Jersey
Books — Prayerbooks
Special Texts — Monuals
Pamphlets
Greeting Cards
Special Material of the .
CM.NW of
- Christian Doctrine
Religious Arficles
Aricies of Devotion
Secred Vessels and Vesi-
ments — Aliér Linens

Pablisbers oft
THE NATIONAL
CATHOUIC ALMANAC
$2.50, dethbeun;
$2.00, puperbound

kindly alﬂull ‘

AN

EN

-_— ;;“‘?;; ' )

[RSTR §
g

S N " ’{“’«au-. N o yex v
EEA RN DYSI > MMWWW«W#@W

The~

Rochester diocese has been

served by thé Sisters of Mercy
during the past nine decades. .
The poor and sick have felt

New Memy Nuns mmpu-m

he)p meet the educational and
sacial service needs of -the
diovese where they are estab-
ished, being respcdnsible to the.
Bishop of the locality.
order, while maintaining jts
ariginal spirit, is at the same
time progressive in its work
as {ts holy foundress intended
it should be.

their soliditous care while
hundreds . of children in the
elementary and secondary
sciioois have com Uhder their
tutelage. Any young girl de-
sitous of gonsecrating her life

to Jesus Christ iinder The Pst-

ronage af QOur Blessed Lady in
a community tiving and prae
ticing the works of mercy may
coftact: Reverend Mother Ca-
milla, RS M, Mercy Mother

house, Blosaom Rosd, Roches

ter, N. Y.
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St.Bonaventure
Un"versity
St. Bonaventure, N. Y.

Founded
1856
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| INSTITUTE |
GRADUATE SCHOOL
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Summer School
sessioh - |
FOR GRADUATE
-
UNDERGRADUATE
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AMERICAN SCHOOL
AND UNIVERSITY

for over 22 years

the schos! adminisiratos's
fondbask end
puschasing B
guide, L

© yearbook deveted 1 the

Todot
400 por copy.
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