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Sisters Off Mercy Gear Work To Needs Of Dioceses 
"0 Lard God, the Giver of 

food gifts and bountitMj Be-
slower of all blessings,'we 
most fercentiy implore Thee 
to bleu and sanctify these 
garments, which thy servants 
wish to put on i s an index to 
the knowledge of religion, and 
that they may be known 
among ait other women to oe 
dedicated to Thee." 

With these solemn words the 
BISbop blesses the habit or 
bridal gown of a Sister of 
Mercy with which she is cloth
ed on the <iay of her reception 
into the Order. 

This reception takes place 
after the candidate has spent* 
a six months postulancy. dur
ing which time ahe has been 
made acquainted with the basic 
rules of the novitatc. L'ntler 
the Mistress of Novices, she. 
studies her own character to 
discover if she possesses the 
qualities necessary to enable 
her, after proper training, to 
seek profession in the Order 
of Mercy dedicated to the "ser
vice of the poor, sick and ig
norant" 

Formal Study 
During postulancy. the can

didate begins her formal study-
ing which will enable her to 
Join the ranks of the teachers 
In the classroom, the nurses ,n 
the hospital or the all import
ant domestics so essential to 
the proper management of 
community life. Her hours of 
study are balanced with time 
for prayer and recreation. 

Besides learning to recite 
the office of Our Blessed Lady, 
every postulant learns the art 
of mental prayer. In her hours 
before the Blessed Sacrament, 
she early senses the stress put 
by the community upon pray
ers "for our benefactors- the 
sick; the dying; those whom 
our Sisters relieve and in
struct; parents and relatives 
of our Sisters in religion: the 
Pope, the church, the clergy; 

Mission Fields 

of 

Home 

The Sisters of the Rinsed 
Socromsut for Indians and 
Colored People are an 
Amtricon Missionary Sister
hood consecrated to the 
service of Our lord in the 
Messed Sacrament a n d 
dedicated exclusively to the 
evangelization of the In
dian and Colored races. 
The Sisters engage in every 
type of missionary activity 
and ccmNwse myfy talent in 
Education, OfJce Work, 
Household Duties, Home 
VtsftoHem and Social Wel
fare. 
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(hose who have asked o u r 
prayers," 

Following such a prayer-pro
gram, the young candidate feeis 
the universality of the church 
enveloping her as her vole*1 

unites with the old members 
4>f the community In prayer. 
She sees how intimately s n e 
is united with each member 
of the family she has left t o 
fotjow the Master's call. 

In every Convent of Mertry 
the world over, the Sisters o f 
Mercy spend the flrst Sunday 
of every month, in retreat a s 
a ilme lor a spiritual Inven
tory These days of spiritual 
renovation art> supplemented 
by an annual 8 day retreat and 
another retreat on the last 
three days ot the year. 

Novitiate Vears 
Al the conclusion of the day-s 

of postulancy. the young no
vice begins her rwj>.year nov 
ttlate training In preparation 
tor her hoiy profession or tne 
pronouncement of her vows. 
The flrst year as a white nov
ice Is set aside by Holy Mother 
Church as a canonical year 
during which time the formal 
study program is Interrupted 
so that the novice may begin 
a more Intensive study off 
religious life proper. 

During this period more time
's given to prayer and the 
study of domestic duties. Since 
the candidate is learning to 
tetfee her place among the reli
gious women of the commun
ity, ihe must bo taught lo pry 
the womanish «"*« of Cooking 
and sewing. In the second year 
novitiate, secular studies are 
once more resumed. By this 
time, those responsible for the 
education of the young lister 
have ascertained henpartlcular 
aptitudes; and. when possible, 
special consideration Is given 
any display of talent in map
ping out the educational pro
gram of each novice. Since 
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tatents at any description are 
• God-given gifts, the admin

istrators af the community sre 
quick to recognize and % 
utilize the talents of its mem
bers to further the cause of k 
Christ 

Takes Vows 
After the completion of the 

\v;h|te novicesihip. the candidate 
takes temporary vows tor 
three years. At this ceremony 
the novice receives a Mack 
vi>U upon which the Bishop 
has called a special blessing 
Invoking God to "sanctify with 
Thy right hand these coverings 
of the veil, which (or Thy love. 
. .Thy servants are about to 
put on their heads; and may 
they, . . preserve what is mys
tically signified thereby." At 
this time she vows to God 
"poverty, chastity and obedi
ence; and the service of the 
poor, sick and Ignorant." Holy 
Mother Church, ever the wise 
and prudent Mother, gives her 
consecrated virgins • another 
period of testing time, before 
taking the final step binding 
them for lite to God's service. 

On final profession day the 
silver wedding ring, the oat-
ward sign of her heavenly 
nuptuais, Is placed upon the 
Sister's third anger as the 
Btohop says •"Receive, the ring 
of faith, the seal of- the Holy 
Ghost, that thou mayest be 
called the spouse of Christ, 
arid, if tbou art faithful be 
crowned with Him forever." 
With a Jubilant heart, the 
newly professed sister "speaks 
my works to the King** for. 
has the now "chosen Christ" 
To confirm her promise she 
progirates herself while the 
choir invokes the Holy Spirit 
to desend upon her so that she 
may faithfully keep her fifth 
vow "to persevere to the end 
of my life." 

The Sisters of Mercy, SJL-
founded" by Mother Mary Cath
erine McAoley. are diocesan in 
adminlsterial functions." They 
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help meet the educational.and 
social service needs of the 
diocese where they are estab
lished, being responsible to the. 
Bishop of th* locality. The>~ 
order, while maintaining jte 
original spirit, i s st the same 
time progressive in its work 
as Its hoiy foundress Intended 
it should be. 

Rochester diocese has been 
served by 'the Sisters of Mercy 
during the past nine decades. . 
The poor and sick have felt 

their solicitous care while 
hundreds- of children in the 
elementary and s e c o n d a r y 
schools have come under their 
tutelage. Any young girl de
sirous of fionsecrstlrig her life 
to Jesus Christ under toe Pst* 
ronage of Our Blessed Lady in 
s community living and prac
ticing the works of mercy may 
contact: Reverend Mother Ca
milla, R-SJM„ Mercy Mother-
house, Blossom Road, Roches
ter, N. If. 
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