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*Face The Issue’~Dr. Mahoney

(Continued from Page 13)

Fuace The lsawe
. The question remsine—do

the American people want rell

glous educstion? Are they will-
ing to recognize s tremendous
value =a s supporting bulwark
to our soclety. If this Ia what
the American people want then
they munt be willing to bring
the question inte open discus
sion and to consider every res
sonahle means for lts sotution,
The question must be fairly
and squarely faced, dispmsslon
stely and without prejudice and
without the contentious emo
tlons that have charscterized
s dircusxsion In the past. It is
s matter thai must be consid
ered grave because it affects
the whot fufure of ocur na
ilon. It must be brought out In
the apen both in the grass roota
ef Amerien In the halls of gov-
ermment, In state legisintures
and Congresa,

Naor should  the Supzeme
Court decision In the McCollum
case which forbade govern
ment agencles from appropri
ating monies for religious edu-

-cation stand in the way of seek.

ing snd honest and salutary
solution. It must be pointed out
that this Court has frequently
reversed  decisions when the
light of justice has been shed
upon them. In fact ti# decision’
fn the McCollum case was In
reafity, by implication at least,
a reversal of the decision of
the Oregon school case where
in the Supreme Court stated
“The fundamental theory of
Jiberty upon which all govern
nents i this Union repose ex
cludes any general power of
the State to standarize its chil-
dren by foreing them to accept
instruction from public teach
ers only. The child is not the
mere creature of the &Silate;
those who nufture -him  and
direct his destiny have the
right coupled with the high
duty, to recognize and prepare
him for additional duties.” U.S.
Suprerne Court Decision in the
Oregon School Case, June |,
1925

There is no reasen why a

© true interpretation of the Con-
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stitution cannot be brought to
bear in this grave and sericus
matter. Nor “should Americans
lorget that there is another
legal and democratic process
that can be brought intu action
il the American people sin:
cerely  desire religlous educa-
tion 1n their schools.
Constdering the question
from the standpoint of Catho
lies they will not be at a loss
for proper incentive and direc
ton {n the course laid down
for thern. This course that they
are to follow has been clearly
detined by Pius X1 in the en.

cycilval on the Christian Edu-.
.cation of Youth!

“Iat no min say that in a
nation where there are diltecr
ent religious belicfs B s im
possible (o provide for pubiie
instruction otherwise than by
mixed or neuiral schools. In
wuch & it becomes the duty
of the State, indeed it is the
casler and more reasonsbie
nwthod of procedure, to leave
free scope to the initiative of
the Church and the family,
while giving them such assist-
ance as justice demands. That
this can be done with full satis.
faction to the families and to
the advantage of public peace
and trﬁnqumty Is clear from
the aciual experience of . some
countries comprising different
religlious denominafions. There
the school legisinticn ra’ecu
ihe rights of the fxmily, and
Catholics are free fo fellow
their own system of tesching
In schools that wre entirely
Catholic. Nor s distribuiive
Justice lost sight of, as bu evi:
granted by the State to the
several schools demanded by
the thmidies.’

It may be sald here in paszs.
ing that because of the Mo
Collum decision forbidding pub.
ie monies to religious srhwis,
Catholics as a matier of pejicy
biave concentrated their elforts
in securing travisportation snd
health services because these
as such are admitted under taw
ay services %o the chidd and

i

not to the school. -

Let us hape that we will not
mistake the forest for the
trees nar cunfuse the part for
the whote, that Catholics will
ever keep in mind the words
of the Holy Father: “Cathafies
will mever feel, whatever may
have been the sacrifices al
ready made, that they have
done encugh for the support
and defenne of their schools
and for {he securing of lawwe
that will do them justice.”

Burden on Protestants

But while Catholics ever
stand ready (o couperate in ar
riving at an adjustment It
st be sald that the suceesa
or failure of returning religion
to Amerkan schools depends on
itn falr comsideration by Prot
estants for Protestants are in
the majority. But it sincege
and right thinking Protestants
are t0 rejurs religion to the
schools they must be prepared
to battle first with the minority
greup of Protestants who piace
Mlind prejudice before the wel
fare of the couniry and the
moral guod of Its childrea.
Sack a minerity group in the
Prodestants and Other Amer-
icans United.

Secondly, they must be pre-
pared to take issue with the
forces of emtrenched secular-
ism that exert such an unwar-
rented mnflucnce in the control
and direction of public school
poticy. Sych forces are repre-
sented By the powerf{ul Nation-
al Education Association that
has continually declared s
oppositlon to tax monles being
appropriated for education that
is religious. Recently this or-
ganization extended even fur
ther ita policy of opposition
when |t stated in the February
issue of the Nalonal Education
Association Journal “One . . .
may properly question the wis
dom in our democracy of seg-
regating several million young
citizens on the basis of reii
gionn . . 7

This can refer only to the
Catholic school system of reli-
gious schools and publicly ques-
tions the wisdom of the paro-
chial school system in Ameri-
can democracy. This statement
confirms a long standing fear
that opposttion from the Na-
tional Education Assoclation to
bun rides and heaith and wel
fare services for parcchial
school children bus in realny
has been opposition to the
parochial schools themeslves
The logical inference from the
statement quoted abuve is-that

ail chiidren should attend per--

{arce the public school system,
This 1s the kind of a system
that Hider had in Nazi Ger-
many. it Is the system that
Stalin has in Soviet Russia and
Its satelite countries today, One
membles at what might happen
to the freedom of American
education if this Assocation is
allowed to extend further its
influence.

Niebuhr Cited
' Nor will Protestants [find
themselves without leadership
In taking issues with binsed re-
lirlous forres and seculsristio
groups in this matter. The re-
cent forthright statement of
178

fsm are too formsly jegajistic
o and righteous when they. say
mntdﬁldmninpnnh:dma

-ghould not

.tieular mold In

should not get any support at
i, I do rot think this reails
tie” o C

Dr. Niebuhr pointed out that
every time Protestants and sec
ularisty were asked to consent

T 1o a slight compromize In favor

o! children in religious and
private schools, their answer
always has been: “No, this is
the camel's nose getting under
the tent.” He added: “] am sick
of camels’ noses.” He deciared
also that -freedom of conscielide
was the primary objective of

. the Constityticnal Futhers,

“From the 1Tth through the
19th cénturies a great debaty
raged on the preblem of soclal
prace among peopte of various
religions™, he sald, *and the na..
tion’s founding fathers entered
the debate with an affirmation
that soecial peace could be
guaranteed in such ercum-
stances and that government
try to foroe a
“pluralistic soclety” into a par..
this sense,
separation of Church and-
State” the Founders conceived
fraom a desire of freedom of
consicence. They did not want
politics interfering in the feid
of religion or reiigion nterfer-
ing in the fieid of politics.”

He added, “I, do not think
that the Founding (fathers
stood for an absolute wall of
separation of Church and
State,” and advocated that
Protestants retreat from thefr
position of opposition to serv-
fces for chilidren in religious
schoola”™

Secularistic rducation recent.
ly was also assailed by Henry
Van Dusen another ouistanding
Protestant and president of the
faculty of Maphattan Unlon -
Theological Seminaty in his
book God and Education. Dr,
Van Duysen advocated a return
to réligion in American schools
not as an added course of study
but as the central core and prin-
viple of the enlire educational
process. “What is required Is
revolution” he writes “conver.
son, an about-face in both the
assumptione and gnals of our
living and likewise of the train-
ing of our youth. “Religfon that
is, & true knowledge of God
is the Queen of the Sciences.
This s its rightful position, not
becauge the churches say 30
but because of the nature of
Reality, because {f there be a
(od at ail, He must be the ul-
timate and controlling Reality
through which all elwe derives
fts being, and the iruth con
verning Him . must be the
keystone of the ever incomplete
arch o human know ledge ™

Disdyssing the principle of
the urion of Church and State,
Dr. Van Dusen alseo points out
that it was never the intention
of the Founding Fathers to
eliminate religion from educa-
tion, or te educate “a nation
without refigious falth, or
(budld) a systemt of educution,
for that pation's youth withe
out implicit, and probably ex-
pleit, recognition of God as
the ground of Truth. i has
been aptly sald: they were
seeXing to provide freedom of
religion, not freedom from reil-
gion . . ." In its recvent deci

‘sions, therefore, the court has

travestied ?szion The theory
of separation “as currendly pro-
pounded, far from being a per-
petuation of the national tea-
ditidn, represents a novel in-
novation in direct contradictdon
to the conviction of our fore
bexrs and tie established habity
of the nation. At the present
hour, this cherished Arnerican
principle is being refurbished
and rédefined to ends for which
it was pever intended. The Con-

stitutional guarantees of ‘free

dom ofreligion’ have lately
been reinterpreted by no loms
august a body than the United
States "Supreme Court with
meanings Which. were never
forseen by, and which, & may

. safely be suggested —wonid

have outraged, the frasers of
ufe C’Wutﬁfﬁﬁﬂ *

The purpose here hasm‘

© to show the passiility of re-

moving from our American life
& condition which was forced

upon the American people by Gﬁmmmm m.&’..mxs,m
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& group of mudots in the lasg ;mb by .
ceatury. Neo sympathy should m AN desire “
be extedded to the plea of  pesce~Lntholies sl .
somme that this condition has  fan o wdweoniors & well .
evdured w0 long and I so  sa Catholic. edwecaton are con
strongly established that Its  vikced (gt wwtr present slion

ametioration s fraxpossible, Let

them be reminedest that similay .

situations formerty obirined in
other countries~in  Holland,
for example, and in Canada and
that just solutions were ul
Umaltely obtafhed 1o the im-
measurable benefit of their
peopies ind to the peace and
tranquiiify of the Stale.
Admittedly there sre difft-
cultien to be evescome, bui

This s » pmblem which calle
for men of justice, of high h\~
telligence, of sincers love of

eountry.
Nothing &

JUon s wreng. snd el thers
“enn -be wo will thin
- imtalerable chinntion, se dam-

Junt solution will remove from

Ameriean e aa  Infustice

“which s n dhscord with our
spirit of frcedom and equallly,
A just solution woald enable
the enlightened odustors of
the twesntielh cen o resture
to the publie the core
of religion torn owt by {he mis
gulded 1ealots of he nincleenth
centiey, H weunld emabls all
the educitions! fovos of Amer
lea to laber niighilly fogeiher
‘Tor the s vancement of our
true American way of Nfe.

: Respccmxny submitted,
(Rev,) Charien J. Mahoney
Supetlntzndem
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THE PERFECT GIFT FOR YOUR LOVED ONES

Passionist Fathers Pargatorial Society
PERPETUAL REMEMBRANCE IN DAILY MASS

The Living ond the Deceased May Be Envolled
Olwminated eeﬁﬂuku‘ﬂin mm for each

member

Write te: VE!Y REV. FATHER RECTOR, C.P.
‘s Menesiery, Screnten 4, Penna.
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Over 400 Sulbjects

FRANCE - EGYPT - AFRICA - IRELAND
ITALY - VATICAN CITY - INDIA - SIAM
AUSTRALIA - NEW ZEALAND - ENGLAND
-HONG KONG
AMERICAN NATIONAL PARKS - CITIES

Reels 35¢ each-3 for 1.00
Reels for Children Include

COWBOY STARS - TARZAN - FAIRY TALE, -
ADVENTURES TOM SAWYER - INDIANS
WILD ANIMALS - MOTHER GOOSE RHYMES

SWITZERLAND
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