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ANNUAL SCHOOL

. I's weakness lay in the
\bat onece deprived of offl-
i It tetl apaft. The soldiers
‘he line fled in fear and con-

on when there was ne one

ssue orders. The American
fier was not $ perfectly
ned, not as preecise and ma-
w like, but he had injtiatve

roursge. Let all the offi-
3 be shot down or
GI carrisd pn Ha had the
rage and the stamina to

ch his military trainlng as it
¢ high idesiism, lis ini

‘ools. Business feaders, big
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-t Is difficult to see how any
Ze foundation for democratic
Z4ety can evoive out of &
which does neot

MR

J.

§ man, and does not admit
[ eternal supernatural law,
ust us take the question of
§ chiid's responsibility. Pub-
4 speakers are also accustom-
f to extol the Importance of
Eching our children respon-
é‘mty One cannot teach re-
mnsibillty without terminals.
#Z1uman being must be respon-
Me for something to some-
Xdy. He must be responsibie
51‘ his human acts. To whom

g

511! he be responsible? To _

%;xself alone? Then every
ggm is & law umto himself, and
“agls I8 established for an-
£ ‘hy rather than democracy.
ei@nuld he be responsible o the
,ggxmgest and-thus is dictator

4ip credted. Many openly ad-
wmte that pubils be taught re-
Zonsibility to some ephemeral
ﬂ‘?mg calied society. The end
{ either mo responsibility at

>§' or at best, some form of .

@mmauom socialism.

"mng should our owm

Zited Sty

%nm of responsibility, and

ﬁerlcan Democracy our redi-

#n? This Is National Social
It allows for no criticism

%m man who made Germany

Ao, or today Stalin his God
Communism his religion.
is no way to texch real
és‘«ponsibﬂmr for human scts,
A still the essential
ity of man =s the founda-
%a of democracy, unkss a
tural God is admitted

the terminus of responsibil
mumeenlymum
for the

gizad and Nazism his rell-
2 4]

[

Japtured, -

tes become the ter- .

ation of © . tem under which

ey, It In at oncé the
philosophy of

education and the. Chrisﬁnn’
philosophy of education. Coi
sidering

find that the work of education

based on this principle is to
. hefpTthe child to live or, diter
stil to provide the child- with™,

al} thoses experiences so that he
may learn 1o live as (.- would
have him lve I “American
democratic socioty. This would
be a tremmendous help towand
the sohazion of-our ., American
soclal pmqlem:, to the chaos in -
American - t Y

e of (Illlli
In the face of hlii}l
‘American school child may weli
hurl & challenge at the aduit
public &nd ask the” (me-tion
when do I leam about sty Ged?
It we are lo accept the totall
tarfart  cancept - of edtmtion.

. and the term as used here i

in fts good sense meaning to
educate the whole child, we
are bound to surround the
child with every op] Ty ac
cording to his abjiity whereby
he will become acquainted
.with his total envirortnent; in
other waords; how he can es
tablish "the best reiationships
with his neighbor and society
with his physical environment,
with his spiritual enviromment,
that Is, with his God who made
him and all creation for ‘him,
God Is not just another phase
of his emvironment to which
he must be educated but here
in lles the explanation and the
cause of the child's entire-phyk
cal and hruman world, for it ls

in God, and In religion which -

‘binds hirm 1o God, that the
child finds the answers to
those personal questions, where
do I come from, why am I here,
where am 1 going?

Religionn is a philosophy of
lite, it is the synthesiz of one's
knowledge of the universe and
of man’s pHlace in the universe,
th summary of all principles
regulating life and conduct. It
all other knowledges in the
school are divorced from reil
gion then the child's education
becomes peerely an empty ges-
ture—words and nothing more.
Why is it that our nation aione
of all the inheritors of Chris-

tian civilization denies refigious -

education to its children, when
England, Belgium, Holand,
Scotland and our neighbor to
the North, Canada all support
the religious school? Some
light is s¥ed on this questio
in a brief review of jts his-
torical background
Refixious Heritnge °

From the dawn of Christian.

ity til quite modern times all

.. education in the western world

was conductéd by the Church.
Previbhis to the Reformation it
was the Cathalic Charch only
which adrénistered education
After the Reformation,the sev.
eral Protestant denorhinations
also took wpr this task as & mat-
ter of course, Untii the issuxnce
of the Prussian School Code
of 1763 civl authiarity as such
had taken Iittig active intérest
in the admhisttation of
schooly. Indecd, It was not une
til after,the* Nipolevnic Wars

that ucezﬂzﬁnuon in the saxne .

wense of full State enmroi.
really begxn.

This wxs the heritage which'
Ameriva yeceived from Edrope,
Heice, throughout the: colonial
yeﬁodmamnmnwt

States, practiolly l}k

schools
~lnonrm were pisced under’

the auapices of the
The financial support cane
from public taxation, state sub
sidies, church contributions,
and luitfors. This was the aye
the Futhers
of the Republic and thelr ohil
-dren ; were - edycited. No one

the cducation -of the
¢hild in relation to society, we

P

Poranvsxx-w«wm-everml,wmrmm
been the sscrifices already minde, that they have done enough
for the support and defenee of their achools and for the secar
Mxofhmthcwiﬂdothmhsﬂm.-'m&luh&rb
tian Education of Youth.

was conscious of any inconsis. .
tency in tralning a chiid to be
at once a good citizen and a
good Christian.

The change from Church con-
trol to State countrol was
brought about mainly through
the religious homogeneity of
some areas, notably inn New
Engiand, began to disintegrate.
Two or more sécts ight oe
cupy the territory formerly oo
cupled by one. Disputes arose
as to which of the,several
churches should be intmsted
with the management of the
single schoo) freqguented by
differing faiths. This uitimate
Iy gave birth to the thought to
remiove the schoois from any
church control and place them
exclusively in the hands of the
State a3 a presumably neutral
party.

After 1800, too, began the
flow of Iimmigration from
many countries of Europe. The
educationai reformers were
not slow to turn this to their
parpose. The example of Prus
siz, which was"employing the
schools to weld together o
powerlul unified nation, strong-
ly appealsd to the American
leadérs. To create here, also
a State system of ‘schools for
,--, ke national objective, to
fuse aii racial strains pouring
into Ameﬁm inte one mould, to,

- fmpart to younger generz«'
tions an uslastic Joyalty to
our yoxmz Republic--this Bt
ted well in the new education-
al plan, Moreover, It had a
striking value In confroversy.
The srgument employed for
ihe, necessily of & Statecon
tm‘ﬁwd school was, samely, that

g such a mmuw could
teligibus neutrility be
tained In mehools. , the
average  American of eﬁ!mt:i
stock

g«n Tovelgners dlenting
Pouritry. So ar ax thé re-.
Hgious argument -wenf, the-
comman mian only wanted td be
sxxured tat his children shouid
receive in the public schoal the
traditional principies of Chris-
mﬂtyﬁmkwgsmmm bq‘
mmrmg this m}é
/

main-

1 hot but be alarmed -
ommpaﬁhﬁityortﬂmm

. The Becular School

Thus was born the secuiax
ized public school ih Americm,
Political forces were put inite
operation, Appropridte legisia.
tion was quickly passed im
state after state whereby
suport was withdrawn from
shoois not completely contvod
Jed by civil government. It was
thought, and not unreasonabily,
that, deprived of siate ﬂnimel,
those Church groups which
showad reluctance to discon
tinue their work of educatiom

would soon be starved into sul-

mission. While this fas
been verified in the case
Catholics it has been verified
in fairly complete fashion in

. the case of all other denomina-

tions. The secularizing

swept everything belm it. Bé
ginning ftn Massachusetts &
New York State n 1825,
covered all states- by 1850,
Since this date, It Is fair t
3ay that the great mass of the
American people have received
an elemeniary sducation from
which preligion has been elimin.
ated,

Boith Slies Suffer

Buch. is the situation as
viewsd hixto ¥, & stuation
thoroughly damaging to the
cause of Christian civilization.
On the one hand, it has eimin.
nated religion-from the educa-
ton of publicschos] children
whose parents are Christian

and desive their children to be .

brought up as Christians, On
the other hand, #t has cauwed
Catholics to truct  and
maintsfn st vast sacrifice @
separxte  systemy ol schooig
which, despite aRl pffort is not
sdequate to vare for all thels

‘children.

» 1t haw entalled heavy sacrl
mmmmmmm b ¢

nmmulwnw

O recdiving. the Christhn
mmmmkmum
R his a0 cxfled upon our ré-
sources of men and material
that, having built and garisos-
!dourednwmformm
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s M\-n\ﬂ% m“wﬂ%«wmm m»uw%ﬁw
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lrritated them {6 the past by
compeding them to vindeste

their patriotism, and has ren.

dered access to positions of
high public trust ditfleult end
at times Dopoaible. On the
other side, it has complctoely®
taken religion from the public
schinels. It has prevented these
schoots trom conveyiug to thelr
ehildren the Christian (Prot
estant or Catholic) or Jewish
heritage of thelr parents. It
bas forced the thoumands of

' public school teachers and ad-
‘mniniatrators who are sinters,

religlous-minded 1o con-
duct &n educstion which i en-
iirely, out of harmom

$uch a system still
conviction. Let us review ihe
chief of these In order.

The secularined public achool
ol America wad ooncelved from
the: en that a leat commen
demominator of religion can bé
formwinted which shall exciuds
sl maiters of gectarinm varles-

xmgn the sincerlly of the 'educa.

tional reformers of the 19th

L

slight Intélligence, narrow out-
ook, snd  woefully IHimited
learning. Otherwise, how couid
they have falled {0 ste that

. they were cresting a new rejl
of secularism

ﬁan and using
e pubHe school as mmr
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