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Catholic Family Center Social Case Workers Expertly Trained

On weekdays, the Bfth floor
of the Columbhus Civie Center
Building huma with activity.
And If you never have had
the occasion to scek pervice
trom the Catholle Family Cen-
ter, perhaps you mmder;ust
what It [ that keeps the staff
of this soclal agency busy
from nineg In the morning un.
til five at night, and not infre-
quentiy unt{l ever later hours.
You no doibt think to your-
sclf  that gome end product
musi be produced from all this
visibly applled energy

When you first come In, you
cannot help but see the "red
feather sign” displayed. denot
Ing t6 one and all the fact thal
the Community Chest (s the
major sponsor for the work
béing done. A quick giance up
snd  down the hall reveals
many doors leading to the ve-
ception  room, , the private
officea of the administralors,
the stenographlc raoms and of
course, the offices of the case
workers who make --up the
greater number of ernployees.
As you find In any bhusiness
sffice. telephonea ring. type
writers beat out at a steady
thythm, elevators open and
shut at intervals, bringing new
g:oplo to the scene, and from

hind claged doors, the sound
of votces In conversation can
be heard.

Cllenta Helped

Dexpite  your abservatione
though. you still are not able
to see just what Is being ac
complished, not as you would
it you ventured Into a hospital, '
& library, & doctor's or lawyer's
office  In the latter =ettings,
you can readily observe how a
client  or patient is  being
helped  In soclal work. service
s rven in less tangibie forma

L« us hope you are not one
of those victims of archaic
thinking who has the tdea that
all a2 soctal workesr dors is 1y
welcome  a, client  Into his
offv. o, Iixfen with a kindly ear
ta a ~athetle story, offer a few
toundt words of wisdofn. and
pass a crisp dollar bill over the
fieak to allsviate the problem
Whether you are aware of it
or npot, soclal work. a com
paratively mew profession, s
&h up and coming big business
and it takes more than a
charitable heart and an ex
tended hand to keep 4t golng.

. It is no news to the general

public that soclal work fs
carried on In a varlety of set.
tings. both public and private.
The CATHOLIC F A MILY
CENTER s a private agency.
functioning under the ausploes
ol the tocal Community Chest.
?m;esslonal staff is made
up ot men and women college
graduates who have had two
additional yearg of specialized
tralning  for thelr particular
jobs. Durtug this peviod of
graduate traiplng, In prepai-
WAllon for the practice of social
casework, thess men and
women make intensive studies
and reseatch Into the sciénce
of human relations - why
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people think and act as they
do, how they ean be brought
to new patterns. of behavior,
how dormant strengths can be

developed  and  weaknesses
minimized.
Cansworkers

Analyses are rtiude, too, of
the soclological, economical
and environmental = factors
which pressure people's lives.
Just as a doctor undergoes a
period of interneship. so the
social caseworkers have to test
and perfect their skills and
techniques in working with in.
dividuals as well as lamily
unita. This Is carried out under
the close supervision of traln.
ed,. experienced professional
soclal workers. - For the Cath-
olic socia! caseworker, there .is
aeed for an even greater de.
gree of preparation — a well-
grounded understanding of
Catholie philosophy to underly

every word, thought and ac

tion and to govern the ultimate
goal of service given to cllents.

You might wonder at this
point — who are these cllents

what are their problems.
When old age pensions, social
security, publie xid to the blind
and the incapacitated, etc. did
not exist, monetary assistance
was the main focus. However,
In thls generation, social case
work service has broadened its
scope and new hovizons have
been reached to challenge even
the most competent in the
fleld.

Then too, as our way of Hv-
ing has changed. so, too, have
the accompanying problems.
Urbanization, working women,
wwartime  activities,  housing
problems - these are but a
few of the Influences which
have piven rise to new kinds
of difficulties on the home
scene. Perhaps even more Im-
portant, tragically so, are the
slipping moral standards and
lax religious attitudes, typical
of some of our people who are
caught in the whirlpool of w

fast.nioving, money-mad, ma-

terial-minded world
Paychintry Alde
On the brighter side, cop

sider the advances of the sci- °

ence o! psychiatry which has
contributed so. greatly to our
uhderstanding of how people

can be helped, not only tn |

times of severe méntal siress,
bat also In working out the
kinds of difMenlties which

worry and beset each one of

us in everyday life.
‘Take, for example, the man

[} with & domineering, irate w

Her demands on her hushand
are many. She is never “satis-
fled. She always Onds ﬂaws-
She has no appmciaﬁon
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his Interests, his work, hia .

friends. Unalded,
nmight despair and seek solace
{n a separation or as seems to
be the case with so .many of
our incompatible couples, he
might procure a divorce. It's
quicker that way. But the con-
sequences are too numer
ous to count! With marital
counseling, perhaps this cou-
ple might be helped the
marriage saved. As the situ-
atlon has been presented, It
would seern that the wife is the
rigid, erring one. Certainly, she
has adepted a warped persaonal-
Ity. But at the same time, may-
be the husband provoked her
to such = stage by his insen.
sitivity to her needs. Seldom,
s one party entirely to blame.
in this instance, dircct psy-
chiatric help might be Indi-
cated. The social worker would
be In a position to determine
the mdvisability of such a step,
In an average day. people
from all walks of life seek out
the services of the CATHOLIC
FAMILY CENTER. It s to
their credit that these in-
dividuais
agency rather than to remain
at home, proud and arrogant.
y¢t at the same time sitting
back passively as the lives of
the members of their families
waste away in desolate depres-
sion or, as is true In some
sftuations, the waste resulls
from a steady barrage of dis.
Wgreements and outbursts. It
takes & great deal of courage
for people to tell qutsiders of
thelr failures, theif shortcom-

RRY. JONN McCAFFERTY

ings, thelr personal dificulties.
Soclal workers redognize this
and attempt to relleve the pain
of such an experjence
. Child Problems
A wide variety of problems
confronts social workers ‘a
their daily routine. There is
the adolescent, living at home
with rather elderly. parents.
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He 18 part of a new generation
and is ins conatant confiict with

parents, The soclal worker s
faced with the repeated task
of interpreting parental discl
pl:'x}n to this boy, oftentimes
giving guldance in vocational
planning, and in some In.
stances, acting as an intermed}
ary ‘on more crucial points.
Requests Studied

From some clients, the go-
cla} workers receive reguests
for placement of children In
a foster hame or a group set

" ting like the 3t. Joseph's Villa,

Such requests have to be
studied and weighed carefuily.
Some are turned down, but ak
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