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word of God or ia tradilion,
snd whiclk are proposéd by the
(hurch, either In soleran judg- -
ment or fa lta ordinary and
unfversal  teaching office, aw
divinely revealed truths which
must be belleved.” (8)-

Varous testimonies, Indica-
tions and signs of this ¢om-
mon belief of the Church are
evictent from  remote  times
dow n through the course of the
centuries; and this same belief
becomes more ciearly manifest
[tom day to day.

Christ’s  fajthful, thyough
the teaching and the leader-
shipp ol their pastors, have

10 M IFOT e &qered books

that the Virgin Mary, through-
out the course of her earthly
ptigrimage, led a life troubled
by cares, hardships, and sor-
roa a and that. moreover, what
the holy old man Simean had
foretold actually came to pass,
that is. thkat & terribly sharp
sword had plerced her heart as
she stood under ths cross of
her divine Son, our Redeemer.
In the same way, || was pot
diff:cult for them to &l
that the great Mother of God,
like her only begotten Son, had
sctually passed from this lite.
But this tn no way prewvented
them {rom belleving and from
professing openly that her
sacred body had never been
sub ject o the corruption of the
tomb, and that august taber-
nacie of the Divine Word had
never been reduced to dust and
ashes N
Actually, enlightened by di-
vine grace and moved by af
fection for her, God's Mother
and our own sweetest Mother,
they have contemplated in an
ver clearer light the wender-
| harmony and order of those
ris ileges which the mast prov-
dent God has lavished upon
his revered atsociate of our
edeecmer,  privileges  which
reach such an exalted plane,
thar exctpt lor her, nothing

created by God other than the™

human nature of Jesus Christ
has ever reached this level

Evidences of Falth

The innumerable temples

hich have been dedicated to
he Virgin Mary assumed into
eaven clearly attest this faith.

do those sicred images, ex
everywhere for the vene
tion of the faijthful, which
ring this unigque trumph of
the Biessed Virgin before the
eyes of all men. Moreover,
cities. dioceses, and indiwidual
regions have been placed under
the special patronage and
ardianship of the WVirgin
other 0of God assumed (nto
heaven.

In the same way, religlous
instﬁutes. with the approwal of
the Church, have been founded
and have taken their name
from this privilege. Nor can
'We piass over In silence the

ol

sProclama

fact (hat in the Rosary of

Mary, the recitation of which
this Apostalls See qo argently
n:commmds. thera one mys-

m,km which, as all gnaw
with the Blessed Virxin‘a As-
sumption Into heaven. .

This beltef of tha sacred pas-
tors and of Christ's fafthful ¢s
manifested atili more univer-
sally and spiendidly by the
fact that, singe anclent times,
there have been both in the
East and {n the West solmn
iturgical offices mm'!n':;mm
!ing this privilege.

Fathers and Doctors of the
Church have never faled to
enrmseni—front-thi

fact since, as everyone Knows,
me sicred liturgy, “becaumw it
!ha profession, subject ta
upremo tesching author-

lty vd n the Church, of haav.

enly truths, can” supply proofs®

amt testimonies of no
value for deciding any Individ-
ual point of Christian «-doav
trine.” (10)

In the Hturgica] books ﬁhk’:ﬁ".

deal with the fesst either af

the Dormition or of the As-.

sumption of the Blessed Virgin
thers are expressions that
sgred In testifying that, when
the Virgin Mother of Go@
passad from this earthly exile
ta heaven, what happened to
hér sactred body was, by the
decree of divine L in
keeping with the dignity of the
Mother of the Word Incarmte,
and with the other privileges
she had been acgorded.

Thum to cite an fllustrious
example, this is set forth in
that Sacramentary which Ad-
rian I, Our predecessor of Im-
mortal memory, sent to the
Emporer Charlemagne. These
words are found in this vol-
ume. “Venerahle to us;, O Lord,
{s the festivity of this day on
which the Rholy Mother of God
suffered tempora) death, but
still could not be kept down by
the bomds of dexth, who Tias be-
gotten Thy Son Our Lowrd In-
carnate from herself” (11)

Anclent

What is here Indicsted In
that sobertety characteristic of
the Roman lfturgy is presented
more clearly and completely in
other ancient lturgical books.
To take onxe a8 an example, the
Gallican Sacramventary desig-
nates this privilege of Mary's
&3 “a sacrament beyond des-
cription,” all the more worthy
of being presched as the Vir-
gin's Assumgption (s something
unique among men.

And, in the Byzantine Lturgy.
not only fs the Virgin Mary's
bodily Assumption connectad
time and Hme dgain, with the
dignity of the Mother of God,
but also with the other privi-
leges, and in parteuiar with
the virginal motherhood grant-
ed her by a singalar decyee of
God's providence. “Cod, the
King of the universe, has

mmdthee favors thﬂ sur-
pass nature. As He kept thee &
virgha 1n <hiidGitth, oo He
has kept thy body Incorrupt in
the tomb and has glorified Iz
by His divine act of tramsfer
ring # from the tomb.” (12)
The fact that the Apostolle
8ee, which has Inheriled the

of thwe Aposties, the function of
confirming the brethren in the
faith, (13 has by its own
suthority, made the celetration
of this feast gver mote solemn,
has certainly and effectively
moved the attentive minds of
the faithful to appreciate al-
ways more completely the mag-
nitude of the mystery ft com-
mencrates.

So it was that the feast of
the Assump was elsvated
froms that x which |t had
occupled from the beginning
amonig the other Marlan feasts
to be clazsed among 'M more

solerminy celebrations i en-

unmm-gical,eyde.lmd,m made very evident by what.

Ompredwu»r SL Serg!ul!
prescribed what I8 known as
the litany, or thie statlonal pro-
cesglon, to be held an the four
Marian feasts, he specified,
slong with the femst of the
Nafivily, those ol the Anmun
clafion, the Purification. and
the Dormitfon of the Virgid
Mary. (14)

Again, St. Leo IV saw to It
that the feast, which was sl
rescly celebrated under
the title of the Assumption of
the Blessed Mother of God,
, should be cheeryed In even a
more Soletan way when bhe
ordered a vigll to be held on
the day hefore ft and aflerwards
prescribed prayers on thy octaye
day. When this had been dune
mmmmgn
in the celebration, thesnid.st
of & muititude of the
{af (15) Moreover, the
fact that a hoty fast had been
ordered from ancient (imes for
the day pror to ihe fesst Is

der the Cathol h, ,
rathep M“fw s Lrom (t, in such
:‘m that P ptm of the
won from
the Falfth as the Irall comes
from thse tree, 1t lolhawn tha
the holy Fulthers ind she gren
Doclors, In the homilies and
sermonms (hey gave the

doctrine as something alrendy
knowe send accept ,.M by Chirla

falthtul. ted it
more dmly 1%‘: offered
moR perotound exp!ma\ion of

Ing o0t Inf ma"&»?{’af;
g out nto

fact that this foait'shows, not
orly thwe dsd: body .of the
Blessed Virgin Maty remained
incorrap, but tiul s '.'am
s blomph out of dﬂt
heavenly glrifioation aﬂﬂ‘ﬂ&v
exampie of her degotien Sonm,
Jesus mm:b u’:x.lsu Tt the
Hturgiond frequently
touched upon omly brielly and

in

'l?t:ﬁt John Deznsscens,
an outstandng hernjd of this ,
tradjtiorsal truth, # oul with

powerfizl eloquence mﬂ b
campared the bodlly Asumd
tion of the reveind of
God with ler other
tives aed prieideges. “It was
fitting €hat she, who haad
her vieginlly ftatat In
bigth, should Meep ber own:
body free fiom nplm
even after dath. It was
that shee, who had carried ﬁa
Creator aw a cixficd at hes brigst,
shoult dwel
ernacien. It wass fiiting that the
spouse, whom the Fither had
ake o HheA], fonld live
in the @ivin nsmntions. It was
fitting that the, who had men
her Son upin the cross and
who had threby raeived nto
her hedirt the weword of sortow
which sl lad esn fn thae
act of giving Gith o Him
shotld ook upon Him s He
sits at The righ? hand of (e
Father. It was fitting that
Cod's Mother should possess
what bedongs to her Son, ind
that she shutl@ be homsored by
every creafire as (he Mothsy
An‘? 13 the Handdmald of Cod”
a7 -

These words of 8t John Da.
mascene - agree  perfectly.with
what ethen have Wught on
this im:;e nbject, Stxtements
no )u;t clear md AcCUTals #u

fcm? RSN 3.,
Eﬁ"’ e ‘“m“”
or o mme

pnﬂlc‘ggnly in £he occmsion &f

e wuﬁmu‘a h;e 27)
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